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TELEVISION VS. THEATRE 





Whalen’s Whale of a Show in Need Of 
More Break-In; N. Y. Expo Incomplete 


The New York World's Fair took 
off its wraps Sunday (30) before the 
largest premiere crowd in exposition 
history, some 600,000 in admis- 
sions, but did not eractly dis- 
play a complete World of Tomorrow. 
Faulty operation and misunderstand- 
ing in many departments of the Fair 
management were quickly evident in 
several portions of the 1,216 acres of 
Flushing meadowland, particularly 
the Amusement Zone. Second day’s 
admissions were 103,000. 

That the New York expo will 
eventually emerge as the world’s 
greatest show is a certainty, despite 
the countless mistakes made in the 
past few months. But on opening 
day there was little doubt among the 
participating showmen, and those 
present as spectators, that the debut 
could well have been postponed a 
month. It won’t be before June 1 
that the Fair will be operating 100%. 

While the exhibit area is far more 
advanced than the amusement zone, 
this also is in a state of incomplete- 
ness, particularly the foreign section. 
And the midway is still a shambles 
of unpaved roads and unfinished 
buildings. 

Only about 10% of the midway 
was in complete operation opening 
day, with those concessions in par- 
tial operation raising the estimate to 
30%. The rest of the buildings and 
rides were totally unready, present- 
ing bleak fronts to the huge initial 
influx into the area. 

The Fair’s front office management 
quickly seized upon alibis to explain 

away the midway’s condition. Labor 
took the seyerest rap; secondly the 
Penurious status of many of the con- 





TOO REALISTIC 


Radio Serial Broadcast From Apt. 
Scares Neighbors 








Blood ‘’n’ thunder stuff on the 
‘Smilin’ Jack’ juve program over 
Mutual drew a squad of gendarmes 
lest week when the broadcast was 
shifted to the Beaux Arts apart- 
ments, N. Y. Cops were responding 
to a call from neighbors who were 
frightened by the gunshots fired on 
the stanza. 

Reason for shifting the broadcast 
from the studio to the apartments 
was that Frank Readick, lead on the 
show, had the flu and the mike was 
brought to his bedside. Series is 
sponsored by Tootsie Rolls. 


REFUGEE REVUE 
APPEARS SET 
FOR BWAY 


Refugee Artists Group, with a 
Viennese revue similar to ‘Chauve- 
Souris,’ is attracting the attention 
of Broadway showmen, several 
having been mentioned as consid- 
ering financing the show. At pri- 
vate showings, witnout settings or 
costumes, the visitors aroused en- 
thusiasm among those asked to at- 
tend. Venture was yesterday (Tues- 











cessionaires. The fact that the Fair, 
until a couple of months ago, was 
woefully lacking in manpower un- 
derstanding the outdoor show busi- 
ness was not mentioned at all. 

Early in March, Grover Whalen, 
the Fair Corp. prexy, finally took 
cognizance of the midway’s pre- 
carious status and brought in Jay 
Downer, Paul Massman and Frank 
(Doc) Shean as an advisory com- 
mittee for the amusement zone, with 
Downer as the chairman. All three 


were connected with the Chicago | 


World’s Fair, with Massman taking 
a leave of absence from NBC to par- 
ticipate in the N. Y. expo. Their 


(Continued on page 55) 


UK.’s Preparedness 
Curbs Theatre Bldg. 


“ London, May 2. 
Keynoting a trend ad»pted just 
Prior to the World War, when sup- 
Plies of remote need were first 
ordered curtailed, the newly ap- 
Pointed minister of supply is holding 
up reconstruction and building of 
new cinemas due to the demand of 
the War Department for steel and 
other building supplies. 

This is in line wit 
feclared 
ed 








the recently 
preparedness budget adopt- 
by the Kingdom. 





day) okayed by Equity. 

Plans have not been definitely de- 
cided upon, present idea being to 
present the group as a non-profit 
show. Refugees are to get modest 
salaries and the proceeds will go to 
aid other refugees. Stated that 
while few know English, their dic- 
tion is clear and there is little of the 
dialect during performances, 

Group is made up of actors, play- 
wrights and scenic artists, there being 





16 performers. They formed in 1932 
/and became known as ‘Klein Kunst 
| Buhne,’ being forced to appear in 





| Vienna basement halls on account 
of censorship, which was even then 
rather strict. Refugees in ones and | 
twos arrived in New York and for, 
several months have been making 
preparations to appear publicly. 
They have been financially aided 


E. Sherwood, Eddie Cantor, Irving 
Berlin and others. Showmen who 
are considering backing the group 
are said to be Sam H. Harris, Mar- 
tin Beck and the Theatre Guild. 


BLIND DISH THROWER 
Detroit, May 2. 

Harold Kean, blind warbler at 
WJR here, is being sued for divorce. 
Among charges listed by his wife is 
that he threw dishes at her. 

Papers didn’t indicate if his aim 
was good. 











by Mrs. George S. (Beatrice) Kauf- | i 
man, Mrs. William S. Paley, Robert because he knows about what Times | 





HAYS REPORT 
SEES BENEFITS 


Urges That Industry Secure 
Channels Earmarked for 
Theatre Use Only, as Dis- 
tinct From Home Trans- 
missions 





ee 


OTHER ANGLES 





Television soon will be a pressing 
problem before the exhibition (The- 
atre) division of the film industry 
in the opinion of Courtland Smith, 
who has recently completed an ex- 
haustive report on visio. Copies of 
Smith’s findings are in the hands of 
leading film executives for whom the 
survey was made, under the auspices 
of the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors of America, Inc. (Hays 
office), 

Coincidental with the opening of 
the New York World’s Fair and the 
successful telecasting within the 
metropolitan area of the inaugural 
ceremonies, including the opening 
address by President Roosevelt and 
scenes of pageantry, the relationships 
of films, radio and television are be- 
ing studied in a new light. Although 
technically still in the experimental 
phase, and so regarded by the Fed- 


(Continued on page 30) 


Can’t Tell a Yokel 
From a Native; B’way 
Shou'd Lure Visitors 


By BARNEY OI )FIELD 
(Variety Correspondent from 
Lincoln, Neb.) 

Mass migration from the outland 
hamlets, villages, farms, and cities 
to the Whalenterprises in Flushing 
will make 1939 Broad-vay’s banner 

yokel year. 

Broadway is due for one surprise 
—the yokels won’t be easily told 
from the regulars, except that they 
may look up at the tall ones, walk 











with the green light and stop for the | 
red, drive the wrong way on the) 
one-way streets, and many of the 
femmes be blonde au naturel. 


The yokel will be less surprised, 
Square looks like, thanks to Holly- 
wood and Technicolor. He will ex- 
pect to see burlesque joinis and de 
luxe houses employing carnival 





berkers to whom nobody pays the | 
slightest attention. Likewise he'll be 
disappointed if he doesn't see a few 
pitchmen, some of the more spec- 
tacular panhandlers, a few pickets | 
who can’t talk Englisk lockstepping 
and chanting jeers for the guy who 
has been hiring them at better 
money than they could get where 


(Continued on page 47) 





Sun Plays Hide and Seek But RCA 


Televizes Fair's Opening Successfully 





STILL IN CHARACTER 


Cops Tag Ray Mayer Through Film 
Gangster Portrayals 








St. Louis, May 2. 

Ray Mayer, who, with his wife, 
Edith Evans, have resumed their 
vaudeville act after “ve years in 
Hollywood, is encontering some 
amusing complications due to the 
fact that he played so many gangster 
bits in films. 

In a couple of railroad depots 
police detectives who spot all in- 
coming trains have tailed him. His 
face is familiar and they associate 
it with crime. 





REPORTERS AS 


LICENSED RADIO 
OPERATORS 


ian 


Salt Lake City, May 2. 


Nearly 30 Salt Lake Tribune 
(a. m.) and Salt Lake Telegram 
(p. m.) editorial staffmen took ex- 
aminations Friday (28) for FCC 
radio-telephone operators licenses, 
third-class, which will permit them to 
handle short-wave radio equipment 
in news gathering. The two local 
papers recently became the first in 
the United States to be granted a 
license by FCC for ultra short-wave 
relay press radio etherizing. Edwin 
S. Heiser, Denver inspector for FCC 
gave exams. 

Newspapers’ two portable-mobile 
units may be carried on the backs of 
reporters. They will operate on 
30,860 kilocycles, One will operate 
with 40 watts; the other 15 watts. 

















35 
GIRLS 


and ONE MAN 
She Hour of Charm 


Phil Spitalny 
And His All Girl Orchestra 
concluding the third year 
of broadcasting for 
General Electric 


By BOB LANDRY 
Miles ahead of the old nickelodeon 
flickers, harbinger of the cinema, 


and substantially better on all counts 
than crystal-set radio, the RCA-NBC 
television broadcast Sunday (30) of 
the ceremonies opening the New 
York World’s Fair was an impres- 
sive demonstration of advances made 
in the last year or two. During a 
three-and-a-half hour siege from 12 
noon to 3:30 p.m., there were only 
three or four momentary ‘rainstorms’ 
in the light-picture. 

Viewed on a Dumont receiver on 
the penthouse of a Madison avenue 
building, the television program was 
relayed from the Fair grounds to the 
RCA-NBC transmitting station atop 
the Empire State Bldg. and thence 
out on the air. In proving the ad- 
vances made by the RCA senders, 
the event also established Dumont as 
one of the aggressive contenders for 
leadership in the new industry. 

The Dumont set is a direct-view 
‘screen,’ unlike the RCA sets, which 
use a mirrored panel at an angle 
above the set. An image 14 inches 
square in black and white tint is 
controlled by a series of knobs. 

(To aid the tuning of television 
sets a drawn pattern is sent through 
the air. In relation to the circles 


(Continued on page 31) 


Posthumous Play By 
Sarah Bernhardt Found 


Paris, May 2. 

Marion Dix, former Hollywood 
scenarist, has acquired the film 
rights to a heretofore undiscovered 
four-act play, ‘La Chemin de la 
Jalousie’ (‘The Way of Jealousy’), 
written by Sarah Bernhardt several 
years before her death. 

Lysianne Bernhardt, kin to Miss 
Bernhardt, discovered the manu- 
script, which is in the actress’ hand- 
writing, in a discarded trunk. 
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Closely paralleling the Chicago. 
Exposition which opened exactly six 
years ago, the New York World’s 
Fair (1) isn’t ready, and (2) isn’t 
helping the amusement business. On 
the contrary, it’s hurting. 

An early survey of theatre grosses 
indicates that the influx of tourists 
wasn’t appreciable enough to boom 
things, and the natives seemingly 
were saving up their nickels and 
dimes to take the family to the Fair 
from Sunday (30), opening day, on. 

Broadway picture business took a 
marked drop from Thursday night. 
The weekend grosses were bad, 
notably on Sunday, indicating that 
among the 600,000-odd customers at 
the premiere were many locals. The 
second day (Monday) clocked a little 
over 100,000 admissions at 75c each. 
(The Fair Corp. hopes for a 300,000 
average daily turnover once the 
show gets rolling.) 

The niteries, likewise, dipped | 
sharply. This is deemed the biggest 





regardless. 
Fair Tires "Em Out 

The answer to this is that after | 
glomming the Fair they’re too tired | 
and call it a night. That 1,216-acre 
playground at Flushing Meadows is 
tough on the Ground-Grippers, and | 
all return from the Fairgrounds with 
that tired feeling. 

As for the eating department, the 
squawks are plenty about the high | 
tariffs at all the Fair bars and/| 
restaurants, Which, of course, 
doesn’t help the general spending 
average. 

Showmen see the Fair crowds as 
a boon and a boom from June 15 on, 
when vacation holidays start. The 
same held true in Chicago, where, 
for the first couple of months, tour- 
ism was comparatively negligible 
with resultant b.o. benefit nil. 


(Other N. Y. Fair coverage on pages 
1-54-55) 


Joe Brandt’s Boy, 
Jerry, with Derr In 
Indie Prod. Via Mono 


Contracts for a second series of 
eight action pictures, hetween Mono- 
gram Pictures and a new producing 
combination of E. B. Derr and Jerry 
Brandt, son of the late Joe Brandt, 
will be signed today (Wed.). Name 
of the new Brandt-Derr combo, 
financed on a 50-50 basis, will proba- 
bly be Equity Pictures Corp. 

Derr has completed the seventh in 
his current series of eight pictures 
for Mono and starts on the final one 
in June. The new series will be for 
the ‘39-40 season. 


WAR SCARE CHASES 
A. J. BALABAN BACK 


The European war scare chased A. 
J. Balaban and his family back to 
the U. S. from England, where he 
was about to put his children into 
school when the new crisis prompted 
the retired showman to come back 
home. 

Balaban is remaining east a couple 
of weeks. He got in over the week- 
end and will huddle with his 
brother, Barney, the latter having 
come on from Coast tuci powwows 
on Monday (1). 


Okay Condor Payoff 


Los Angeles, May 2. 
Plan to liquidate assets of bankrupt 
Condor Pictures was approved by 
Federal Judge George Cosgrove. Next 
step is the formation of a liquidating 
corporation to pay off obligations. 
Management of new corporation 
will be in the hands of a board of 
directors composed of four repre- 
sentatives of the unsecured creditors 
and one for the stockholder-claim- 
ants. 


SCHLESINGER’S LONG RUN 
Hollywood, May 2, 
Leon Schlesinger signed his ninth 























sth Y, Fair Weekend Dents Bway, 
Pic, Legit, Nitery Grosses All Down 





Pommer Due Over 


Erich Pommer is sailing for the 
U. S. on May 10 to confer with Budd 
Rogers, American general manager 
of Mayflower Prods. and Neil F. 
Pommer and Rogers will 
both attend Paramount sales conven- 





Agnew. 


tion in Los Angeles, June 8. 


Latest completed Mayflower pic- 
ture, ‘Jamaica Inn,’ will be trade- 
shown in London May 9 and pre- 
mieres at the Marble Arch, May 12. 





New Brunswick U’s 


Dr. of Laws Degree 
For Louis B. Mayer 


What is believed to be the first 
case of a college awarding an hon- 
surprise, since the bars, eateries and | OTrary degree of Doctor of Laws, for 
cafes were figured for surefire biz| ‘achievements in combining visual 
|education and uplift with pictorial 
|entertainment, and stabilizing a new 





WB’s Earlier Redemption 
Means a $60,000 Saving 


Warner Bros. has called for re- 
demption on June 29 its optional 
6% convertible debentures, due 
Sept. 1 next. Directors have 
granted the right to holders of these 
debentures to exchange their bonds 
on or before June 28 next for an 
equal principal amount of new 6% 
debentures due in 1948. 


Since the outstanding bonds in this 
issue are due next September, and 
because few can be counted on to 
exchange for the new bonds after 
June 29, Warner Bros. management 
is actually saving approximately 
$60,000 by redeeming the bonds in 
cash before July 1. In other words, 
the bonds are redeemable plus in- 
terest on Sept. 1, and by redeeming 
June 29, the company saves 1% or 
$60,000 in interest charges. 
Financial houses figure this on the 
basis that about $19,400,000 worth 
of the bonds have been deposited for 
exchange or actually exchanged for 
the new bond issue, leaving ap- 
proximately $6,000,000 worth yet in 
public hands and still to be re- 
deemed. 

Of course, any amount of the de- 
bentures due next September that 
are exchanged for the new bonds, 
or any picked up by the management 
in the open market, would cer- 
tainly trim down this total. 





element in the routine life of the 
world which threatened at one time 
to become unruly,’ is scheduled for 
May 18, at Fredericton, N. B. Then, 
the University of New Brunswick 
will bestow a doctorate on Louis B. 
Mayer, production head of Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer. This will be one 
of the two honorary degrees to be 
awarded at an elaborate ceremony, 
incidental with the closing exercises 
of the province sponsored college. 

Mayer will arrive in St. John on 
May 16, accompanied by Howard 
Strickling, studio press head, and, 
possibly, several others affiliated 
with the film industry. He will be a 
special guest at the students’ recep- 
tion and alumni dinner at Frederic- 


GOLDWYN'S NEW 
UA COMPLAINT 


Wilmington, Del., May 2. 
Close on the heels of motion for 
dismissal of Samuel Goldwyn’s suit 
in U. S. District Court here, by 
United Artists Corp., a new amended 
complaint was filed by Max D. 
Steuer and Ward & Gay, local at- 





ton on May 17. 


leased via M-G. 


thence into film exhibiting. 





J. J. Maloney’s Degree 


Vincent’s, 
tury ago. 


berth about a year ago. 


SAILINGS 





Erich Pommer (Normandie). 
Sam Engel (Queen Mary). 

Hayes Hunter (Washington). 
, de France). 

and Mrs, Charles Tucker 


Mary). 
May 3 


mila Novotna (Normandie), 


voia). 


(Champlain). 


Lukas (Aquitania). 





ARRIVALS 











successive one-year contract to pro- 
duce cartoons for Warners. 











A. J. Balaban, Phil Reisman. 


In 1938, Mayer, following a tour of 
the maritime provinces, arranged for 
a travelog on New Brunswick, by 
the James A. Fitzpatrick staff, re- 


Born in Russia, Mayer settled in 
St. John, as a boy, with his parents. 
His father started collecting junk in 
a small way, and Louis B. assisted 
the paternal Mayer, broadening out 
into buying wrecked steamers, and 


Pittsburgh, May 2. 
John J. Maloney, district sales 
manager for Metro who headquar- 
ters here, will receive the honorary 
degree of Bachelor of Laws, from St. 
Vincent’ College, Latrobe, Pa., 
annual commencement exercises in 
June. Maloney, an alumnus of St. 
starred on the baseball 
team more than a quarter of a cen- 


Maloney was upped to a district 


June 6 (New York to London), 
Maurice and Cordoba (Ile de 
France). 


May 15 (New York to Rio de 
Janeiro), Sidney R. Kent (Brazil). 
May 10 (London to New York), 


May 10 (New York to London), 
May 4 (London to New York), T. 


May 4 (New York to London), 
Robert Derler, Ben Blumenthal (Ile | of 


May 3 (London to New York), Mr. 
(Queen 


(New York to Paris), 
Julius Steger, Philip Barry, Colette 
D’Arville, Gregory Piatigorsky, Jar- 


April 29 (New York to Rome), 
Mrs. Helen Brown (Conte di Sa- 


April 29 (New York to London), 
Don Hartman, Samuel Ornitz, Col. 
Robert Gerard, Marcel Wallenstein 


April 29 (New York to London), 
; Armand Denis, Leila Roosevelt, Le- 
roy G. Phelps, Mr. and Mrs. Paul 


April 29 (Los Angeles to Hono- 
lulu), Edward Small (Lurline), 


‘At the Port of New York) 
' William Hornbeck, Stone and Lee, 

Producer has finished the current Jules Romains, C. Brancusi, Mrs. M. 
season’s schedule and started work | Korner, Clifford C. Fischer, L C. 
on his slate of 42 cartoons for | Javal, Anna Neagle, Herbert Wilcox, 
1939-40. 


torneys. This amended complaint by 
Goldwyn serves to nullify UA’s mo- 
tion to dismiss. Procedure calls for 
latter to file an answer to the new 
amended complaint or serve new 
notice of dismissal, stating grounds. 


According to plaintiffs the amend- 
ed suit answers objections to the suit 
raised in UA notice of dismissal, viz., 
that Goldwyn originally sought to 
have courts decide what his contrac- 
tual rights were but that in the 
event a declaratory judgment was 
entered in his favor there was no 
indication whether Goldwyn would 
act on it or not. Goldwyn therefore 
now asks in his amended complaint 
that should the courts find that Gold- 
wyn’s contract had been breached 
by UA, the court should immedi- 
ately terminate his contract and de- 
clare it null and void. 


As to UA defense that Goldwyn’s 
suit failed to join all the parties 
in his complaint, that is to make 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and Alexan- 
der Korda joint defendants with UA, 
Goldwyn counsel contends that this 
is not necessary because Goldwyn 
had no complaint against them, 


In the main what Goldwyn has 
now done was to adopt UA’s tech- 
nical points of defense, via Goldwyn 
omissions, and incorporate them in 
the new complaint. 


UA Convention Halts 
USS. Atty.’s Examination 


Seymour Kreiger, special U.S. as- 
sistant attorney general, wound up 
this month’s testimony on the part 
United Artists officials on 
Wednesday (26) in the federal court 
in N. Y. Hearings were left open, 
but due to the UA convention on 
the Coast they most likely will not 
be resumed for a month. 

Harry Gold and Edward Mullin 
were the last wit: :sses. As has 
always happened heretu ore, Edward 
C. Raftery, UA counsel, interposed 
objections to anything but known 
facts on the part of the defendants. 

The Government sought to elicit 
opinions, for example, as to whether 
or not clearance is OK as it now 
stands. This question was not al- 
lowed to be answered. 

It was disclosed that the lowest 
rental UA had ever taken for a film 
was $10. Discussions were held on 
when and why UA will pay the costs 
of advertising; what constitutes a 
roadshow; how admission prices are 
arrived at; and discussions on the 
Loew and RKO houses in N. Y. 

Not allowed by Raftery wver.: ques- 
tions dealing with what factors go 
into giving exhibitors first runs, sec- 
ond runs, ete, and whether UA 
could make any money if it sold 
films any other way. 
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WB Talking to Legit 
Mgrs. in Advance Of 
Wharton-Wilk Plan’s OK 


No final decision regarding the so- 
called Wharton-Wilk plan has yet 
been reached by the Dramatists 
Guild council. Matter was consid- 
ered further at the group’s meeting 
Monday (1), but no conclusion was 
reached and it was put over for fur- 
ther study at another meeting next 
Monday (8). 

Acceptance of the plan, which 
would set the price of the screen 
rights to legit plays on a percent- 
age of the Broadway and road 
grosses, would probably bring about 
> return of Hollywooc coin to legit 
production. 

Warner Bros., which has been ac- 
tive in drawing up the plan, is un- 
derstood to have held preliminary 
discussions with several Broadway 
producers regarding financing pro- 
viding an agreement is reached. 
Besides expressing a. interest in 
backing George Abbott productions, 
the studio has also made tentative 
overtures to Brock Pemberton. The 
company financed both producers 
before all the studios withdrew in 
protest against the new minimum 
basic agreement. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Gracie Allen. 
Constance Bennett. 
Ray Bolger. 

June Brewster. 
Bill Brooks. 

Matt Brooks, 
George Burns. 
Willie Burns. 
Eddie Davis. 

Paul Douglas. 

Sam Engel. 

Henry Fonda. 
Charles Gleck. 
Harry M. Goetz. 
Max Gordon. 
Sheila Graham. 
Jane Hall. 

Jascha Heifetz. 
Harvey Helm. 
Sidney Howard. 
Louis Kaye. 

Eddie LeBaron, 
Don Langan. 

S. Barret McCormick. 
John P. Medbury. 
Ray Noble. 

Frank Parker. 

Bo C. Roos. 

Jerry Sackheim. 
George Schneider, 
Carl I. Sponable. 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Stebbins. 
Lawrence Tibbett. 
Johnny Weissmuller. 











N. Y. to L. A. 


J. Edward Bromberg. 
Harry D. Buckley. 
Lowell Calvert. 
Edward T. Carr. 
Samuel Cohen, 
Emil Coleman. 
Lynn Farnol. 
Clifford C. Fischer. 
Harry Gold. 
Wiiliam Hornbeck. 
Morris Helprin. 
Jerry Horwin. 
Arthur W. Kelly. 
Paul Lazarus. 
James A. Mulvey. 
Anna Neagle. 

Jack Schiaifer. 
Emanuel Silverstone. 
Murray Silverstone. 
Charles Schwartz. 
Herbert Wilcox. 





Lou Wolfson. 








UA’s 32 for 1939-40 to Come from 1] 
Producers; Cans Status Unset 


bi 


United Artists will announce a 
minimum of 32 pictures to be pro- 
duced by 11 of its producers for the 
39-40 season, at the May 8 conven- 
tion in Los Angeles. A number of 
other pictures made by outside pro- 
ducers will also be released, one of 
which is the Armand Denis-Leila 
Roosevelt adventure feature to be 
produced in the Far East. 


Hegira of UA execs to the Coast 
for the convention was preceded by 
Monroe Greenthal and Al Margolies, 
handling the advance details, and 
Samuel Cohen, foreign publicity; 
Arthur W. Kelly and Harry D. Buck- 
ley got off on Monday (1); Teddy 
Carr and William Hornbeck on Tues- 
day (yesterday); Murray Silverstone, 
Emanuel Silverstone, Harry Gold, 
Paul Lazarus, Jack Schlaifer, Charles 
Schwartz and Tom Walker leave to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 


Edward T. (Teddy) Carr's status 
as joint managing director of United 
Artists Corp. in England will be 
ironed out at the Coast convention. 
On arrival from Europe Monday (1) 
Carr refused to amplify reports he 
would leave the company and stated 
his contract still had several months 
to go. 

Commenting on the film business 
in England, Carr said outside of war 
preparations, which have unsettled 
conditions somewhat, business is still 
good. The Quota Law on the whole 
is satisfactory despite the fact that it 
hasn’t worked out very well for any- 
body’s particular benefit. One defi- 
nite thing it has accomplished has 
been to encourage producers to 
make a better grade of picture in or- 
oa to compete with the world mar- 

et. 


Carr announced that UA would 
distribute an independent (Aldrich 
Films) production, ‘An Englishman’s 
Home,’ throughout the world with 
exception of America. 


Television in England 


Television is giving the film in- 
dustry in England a lot of concern 
and threatens to sweep the country. 
The only way to deal with it is for 
the picture factors to work out ways 
and means of combining the two in- 
dustries, Only in this way can tele- 
vision competition in theatres and 
homes be combated, according te 
Carr. British film leaders are watch- 
ing the situation and will not allow 
it to get out of hand if they can 
help it. 

As to the new emergency war tax 
on films of le per foot, Carr did not 
believe it would cause American 
producers and distributors much 
worry, as it would only give the 
Government in England an extra 
$1,000,000 a year. 

William Hornbeck, Korda Produc- 
tions cutter, who arrived with Cart, 
is leaving Saturday for the UA Coast 
convention and will return to Eng- 
land the middle of May for Korda’s 
‘Thief of Bagdad,’ which goes into 
work May 15. 





2 WB REMAKES 


Hellinger on ‘Passage’ — Garfield's 
‘Outward Bound’ 





Hollywood, May 2. 

Warners has assigned Mark Hel- 
linger as associate producer on 8 
remake of ‘One Way Passage,’ Ori&- 
inally played by Kay Francis and 
William Powell. Studio is figuring 
on Bette Davis and George Brent for 
the new version. 


John Garfield, already lined up for 
four pictures, gets the top role in the 
remake of ‘Outward Bound’ at War- 
ners. Currently working in ‘Dust 
Be My Destiny,’ Garfield is slated 
for ‘Invisible Stripes,’ ‘Four Wives 
and ‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing.’ 
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Griffith ‘Welcomes 


U. S. Suits: 


Should Clarify Chain’s Position 





Oklahoma City, May 2. 


Action within a week or two is ex- 
pected on the injunction asked by 
the Department of Justice against 
Griffith Amus. Co., four of its com- 
panies and 10 defendant distributors. 
Actual trial of the Government's suit 
filed in U. S. District Court here last 
week is not expected to begin for 
some time. 

No statements have as yet been 
jssued by Griffith officials who have 
been conferring with their attorneys 
and with distributor attorneys with 
regard to the suit, although it is 
understood from official sources that 
Griffith executives welcome the Gov- 
ernment action, ‘since we knew it 
was coming eventually and we would 
just as soon that our position be 
cleared up at the earliest possible 
moment.’ 


Acting on behalf of the anti-trust 
division of the Department of Jus- 
tice, Charles E. Dierker, Federal dis- 
trict attorney, after returning from 
Washington, filed a suit for injunc- 
tion against the Griffith companies 
and distributors to prevent alleged 
acts and combinations in restraint of 
trade. Named defendants are: Grif- 
fith Amus. Co., Consolidated Thea- 
tres, Inc., R. E. Griffith Theatres, 
Inc., Westex Theatres, Inc., L. C. 
Griffith, H. J. Griffith, R.-E. Griffith, 
Paramount, Metro, Loew’s, Inc., RKO 
Radio, Vitagraph, Universal, 20th- 
Fox, United Artists and Columbia 
Pictures. 


It is understood that selection of 
the Griffith companies was made be- 
cause the Griffith setup is the largest 
of independent circuits now oper- 
ating in the U. S. and would not be 
covered by the outcome of the Gov- 
ernment’s suits in New York which 
attempt to divorce producers from 
their theatre circuit holdings. 


Investigators for the Department 
of Justice have been at work in the 
Southwestern territory for several 
weeks taking testimony from inde- 
pendent operators, from Griffith op- 
position where it exists and doing 
esearch work in exchanges here. 
The guiding hands behind the new 
independent buying pool which is to 
be formed here next week are also 
said to have aided Department of 
Justice men in their investigations. 

Similarities to Momand Suit 

Similarity to the A. B. Momand 
suits was pointed out by local offi- 
cials also, These two suits, asking 
$4,500,000 damages of Griffith com- 
panies, producers and distributors, 
are based on practically the same 
charges embodied in the Department 
of Justice bill of complaint. The 
Momand suits were filed five years 
ago, re-filed last year and are today 
still resting in preliminary stages 
with demurrers of defendants being 
heard. Action in the Momand cases 
is also expected shortly. 

‘For the past five years the defend- 
ant exhibitors have constituted a 
combination with each other and 
with each of the defendant distribu- 
tors to unreasonable restraint of in- 
terstate trade and commerce in 
motion picture films and to monopo- 
lize the first and second run exhibi- 
tion of feature pictures and the oper- 
ation of first and second run thea- 
tres in the Griffith towns in viola- 
tion of Sections 1 and 2 of the Sher- 
man Act,’ the Governments com- 
Plaint alleges, 

Griffth Amus. operation includes 
the following locations and number 
of theatres: 

Oklahoma—Ada (3), Bartlesville 
(4), Blackwell (2), Chandler (2), 
Duncan (2), Elk City (1), Enid (5), 
Guthrie (3), Henryetta (2), Hobart 
(1), Hugo (2), Norman (3), Okla- 
homa City (1), Okmulgee (4), Sem- 
— (4), Shawnee (3), Stillwater 


p °x#s—Borger (3), Kermit (2), 
( ee (3), Wellington (2), Wink 
Consolidated Theatres, Inc., has 
© following locations and number 
of theatres: 

(sp Slahoma—Altus (3), Chickasha 
rates Claremore (2), Clinton (2), 
Ushing (3), Drumright (3), Fred- 


Why No ‘Consent’ 





A major reason for the unwill- 
ingness of the major companies 
to come to any agreement with 
the Government, over a consent 
decree was revealed during the 
week by a Government spokes- 
man. He states from knowledge 
that there are hundreds, if not 
thousands, of small theatre own- 
ers who, if the Government suit 
proved successful, would bring 
similar actions based on the 
same charges throughout the 
country. 


It is not the intention of the 
U. S. to seek money damages in 
its anti-trust action. But should 
they win, the small theatre own- 
ers can file their actions, claim- 
ing violations of the Sherman 
Act. 


Philly Exhibs 
Admit Distribs 
Not So Tough 


Philadelphia, May 2. 

Exhibs here were willing to agree 
this week with their brethren in 
New York that distribs are going 
easier on them this year in their ap- 
proaches for the new’‘selling season. 
Whether it’s a realization that b.o.’s 
are sharply off from last season or 
whether it’s inspired by Washington 
legalists, exhibs are unable to say. 
They do agree, however, that the ex- 
change managers and their salesmen 
are not so tough as they once were. 


Accustomed to being asked for a 
tilt in rentals each year, many ex- 
hibs claim they are being pleasantly 
surprised by the exchanges. Several 
companies are asking for no increases 
at all, while others are requesting 
very moderate slants—which the ex- 
hibs maintain they know they won’t 
get anyhow. Metro in many situ- 
ations is only boosting two alloca- 
tions, changing a pair of 25%ers to 
30% and 30%ers to 35%. Fox is de- 
manding a slig:.t raise and Warner 
Bros. is no tougher than last year. 


On the other hand, there’s no con- 
certed move by exhibs to delay mak- 
ing deal—which has been particu- 
larly prevalent in this territory for 
the past two years and which has 
been very costly to the exchanges. 
Exhib organizations are sending out 
their usual warnings, but there seems 
to be less real force behind them 
than in the past. 


Some exhibs, of course, are still 
doing their usual weeping and wail- 
ing about exorbitant rentals and un- 
fair practices in cases where dis- 
tribs feel there is particularly neces- 
sity for upping prices. They are 
much more in the minority, however, 
than in the past. 


WB TO MAKE BIG PIX 
WITH TOP STARS IN ENG. 


London, May 2. 
Warners is out to produce big pic- 
tures suitable for both sides of the 
Atlantic and intends to bring over 
James Cagney and Paul Muni, among 
others. 
Joe Henaberry is coming to direct. 


H’wood Calls Bromberg 
Hollywood, May 2. 

J. Edward Bromberg accepted a 
telegraphic contract from Darryl 
Zanuck to play a role in the forth- 
coming ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ at 
20th-Fox. 

He just closed in ‘Awake and Sing’ 




















erick (3), Holdenville (3), Hominy 
(Continued on page 18) 


on Broadway, and is due here May 
15. 





MK ON “LOCAL 
MONOPOLIES 





homa Circuits Is Forerun- 
ner of a Series in Several 
Localities 


CONCERTED DRIVE 





Washington, May 2. 

Several supplemental anti-trust 
cases, patterned after the equity at- 
tack on four Texas, New Mexico, 
and Oklahoma circuits (Griffith) 
launched last week, are contem- 
plated by the Justice Department to 
back up the suit against the major 
producer-distributors and affiliated 
exhibitors. Policy announcement 
Friday (28) said the suit filed in 
Western Oklahoma federal district 
court is merely the first of the series 
under preparation for _ several 
months. 

Rumors of a concerted drive were 
substantiated when Prof. Thurman 
W. Arnold, assistant attorney-gen- 
eral, announced the Government's 
objectives cannot be realized with- 
out breaking up ‘local monopolies.’ 
The Southwest action was the first 
docketed merely because the investi- 
gation came to a head soonest. Next 
case or two may be unveiled in the 
coming week, although D. J. officials 
are hesistant to make specific pre- 
dictions and will not indicate which 
one of several exchange territories 
may be the locale. 

Shortly before Arnold’s statement, 
Attorney General Murphy revealed 
the Federal crusade against alleged 


broad. Several cases are being per- 
fected as was forecast in VARIETY 
several weeks ago. ° 
Applause from Allied States As- 
sociation followed the D. J. move 
against the Griffith Amusement en- 
terprises. The Oklahoma suit, ‘sec- 
ond in importance only to the omni- 
bus proceeding against the Big 
Eight filed in New York last July,’ 
was termed by Abram F. Myers, 
general counsel of the indie outfit, 
a complete substantiation of the 
claims of the non-affiliated exhibi- 
tors and an effective argument in 
favor of the Neely bill. Counteracts 
the propaganda dished by the 
majors, he declared. 


Federal government will not tolerate 
monopolistic practices by anyone, 
Myers said in a bulletin to Allied 
membership. Does not necessitate 
the need for further concessions by 
the majors, however. 

Remarking on the prospect of 
more suits Myers called for a thor- 
ough probe of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors of Amer- 
ica, hinting at action in the fall. Job 
of correcting unwholesome condi- 
tions in the film business will not 
be finished ‘until there has been a 
thorough ‘airing of the manifold ac- 
tivities of the Hays Association,’ he 
declared. Propaganda and lobbying 
activities require intensive scrutiny, 
according to the Allied leader. 

Arnold’s Attitude 

The policy pronouncement by 
Prof. Arnold recited the grounds set 
forth in the New York suit and em- 
phasized the need of eradicating 
‘chains of theatres exercising mo- 
nopoly power in various sections of 
the country,’ in addition to break- 
ing the link between the chains and 
major distribs. 

‘If the major producers are de- 
prived of control over local theatres, 
they must have for themselves a 
competitive market of truly inde- 
pendent theatres in which to dis- 
tribute their product,’ the assistant 
A.G. said. “They must not be at the 
mercy of local monopolies which 
control the market in particular 
areas. 

‘To leave the chain theatres in 
control of the market after divesti- 
ture by the major companies would 
be simply to substitute a number of 
local monopolies for the national 

(Continued on page 18) 





Latest Suit Against Four) 
Texas - New Mexico - Okla- | 


film monopoly will be extremely | 


The action demonstrates that..the. 
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Actor by Thrust 





Hollywood, May 2. 

James Preston became a Holly- 
wood actor by accident after 36 
years as superintendent of the 
U. S. Senate press gallery in 
Washington and more recently 
assistant custodian of Govern- 
mental archives, 

Brought to Hollywood by 
Frank Capra as technical advisor 
on ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washing- 
ton, Preston was drafted as a 
thesp. His screen role is super- 
intendent of the Senate press 
gallery. 


Special Master 
To Decide on US. 
Vs. B.&K. in Chi 


Chicago, May 2. 

Government suit against Balaban 
& Katz and six major distributors 
on charges of violating the consent 
decree issued against them in 1932 
restraining them from violation of 
the Sherman anti-trust laws has 
been set before a special Master in 
Chancery. Edgar Eldredge was 
named by Federal Judge Charles E. 
Woodward, who has been on the 
case, and May 17 is the date for the 
introduction of evidence in the Gov- 
ernment’s charges that the de- 
fendants maintain a monopoly in 
films. 

Judge Eldredge gave the Govern- 
ment a big point when he ruled 
okay on the U. S. petition to examine 
the records of all the companies in- 
voived in the suit. 

Robert L. Wright, assistant attorney 
general at Washington, appeared 
for the Government along with War- 
ren Canaday, district attorney. 

Indie-B. & K. Suit Stalls 

Suit of the indie exhibitors 
against Balaban & Katz and the 
major distributors charging re- 
straint of trade is being stalled, due, 
.in some measure, to the »preoccupa- 
tion of plaintiffs’ attorney, Joe 
| Rosenberg, in the current Moses An- 
nenberg tax case, 

At present the two sides are in- 
volved on the question whether or 
not the plaintiffs (the indie theatres) 
shall open their books to prove their 
contention that they have been in- 
jured by the tactics of the de- 
fendants. 


SELZNICK-UA TO SIGN 
3-YEAR DEAL ON COAST 


Contracts on the new three-year re- 
leasing deal of Selznick International 
Pictures by United Artists Corp. 
have not been officially signatured. 
| Final okay had been held up by re- 
‘cent illness of John Wharton, attor- 
ney for John Hay Whitney and S-I. 
| Wharton left New York for the) 
‘Coast last week to close deal out! 
'there and is now waiting arrival of 
Murray Silverstone later this week. 


Free Commercial 


London, May 2. | 

James Roosevelt, vice-president of | 

Sam Goldwyn productions, who has 

, been in Great Britain studying the | 

foreign situation, sails for the U. S. | 
_ tomorrow (Wednesday ) 

British Broadcasting Corp. was, 
very anxious to have young Roose- 
| velt on the air, He agreed to ap- 
pear on condition they allowed him 
_to mention ‘Wuthering Heights.’ 
Generally plugs are taboo by the 
' BBC, but he got it. 





























Trying to Rush the Arbitration 
Machinery of Trade Practice Code 


Before New Selling Gets Much Older 


Initial steps having been taken 
during the past week toward build- 
ing up a structure to govern arbi- 
tration under the trade’ practices 
code, a satisfactory basis for hane- 
dling disputes may be worked out, 
legally and otherwise, in time to 
carry important weight before the 
selling season has advanced too far. 
If the machinery of arbitration, as 
it will function, can be set up pend- 
ing ultimate action of exhibitor 
groups on the self-regulation code 
itself, then Allied States Assn. and 
other recalcitrant exhib bodies may 
be influenced toward ratification of 
the code. 

Understanding is that Abram F. 
Myers, chairman of the board of Al- 
hed and its general counsel, is in- 
clined to favor consideration of the 
final trade practices draft if the de- 
tails of arbitration are worked out 
first. Allied turned the code down 
unofficially by refusing to convene 
the board of directors to consider it, 
one of the principal reasons being 
that the draft did not embrace the 
exact methods under which distribu- 
tor-exhibitor disputes would be set- 
tled. 

The Intermountain Theatres Assn. 
of Utah, one of the key groups 
through which the distributors have 
worked in setting up the code, also 
turned it down without specifying 
reasons but believed that this local 
exhib unit may also be encouraged 
to reconsider if the distribs can get 
the arbitration structure set up 
quickly. Some other exhib bodies 
have accepted the code in principle 
but conditionally upon the arbitra- 
tion methods to be employed. These 
include the Indevendent Theatre 
Owners Assn. of Greater New York 
which, along with other groups, are 
making suzgestions concerning ar- 
bitration. An important point seems 
to be the methods under which arbi- 
tration boards will be chosen. 

During the past week recommen- 
dations and suggestions concerning 


arbitration were made by the dis- 


tributor group, headed by William 
F. Rodgers, general sales manager of 
Metro, and lawyers who have started 
to summarize them to determine 


(Continued on page 45) 
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Par’s Ist Quarter $500,000 Above 38: 





20th-Fox’s $400,000 Less Than Last Yr. 


Paramount Pictures showed an im- 
provement of nearly $500,000, while 
20th-Fox showed a decline of more 
than $400,000 in the first quarter this 
year as compared with the initial 
quarter of 1938, both companies re- 
porting their net profits last week. 

Paramount estimated its earnings 
officially at $1,300,000, as against 
$830,866 in the first quarter last year. 
Surprising thing about Par’s report 
was that there was a tremendous 
pickup (approximately $600,000) in 
income from picture distribution, 
while at the same time there was a 
dip in revenue from theatre opera- 
tions of partially owned non-consoli- 
dated subsids. The first quarter this 
year showed Par getting $678,000 
from this* source, while in the com- 
parable quarter of 1938 the company 
received $806,000 from partially 
owned non-consolidated subsidiaries. 

An idea of the improved Par earn- 
ings is seen in the per share earnings 
on the common. In the first quarter 
this year, even after paying out 
$300,268 in preferred dividends, un- 
distributed earnings amounted to 4ic 
per share as against 22c in the initial 
quarter of last year, when only $296,- 
523 was paid in preferred dividends. 

Paramount statement showed 144,- 
672 shares of 6% preferred shares 
outstanding on April 1 last, indicat- 
ing that the company’s conversion 
program was at a virtual standstill. 
Par at one time was manifesting 
great strides in getting holders of 
both first and second preferred stock 
to convert them into common shares, 
Failure to pay any common dividend 
or indicate little prospect for such 
payment in the immediate future ap- 
parently slowed down this operation, 
according to informed Wall Street 
opinion. 

The first quarter for 20th-Fox; 
which incidentally showed almost the 
same total as Par ($1,224,250), was 
about in line with predictions in 
financial circles, which had been ex- 
pecting a decline of several hundred 
thousand as against last year. In 
contrast to $1,224,250 for the first 13 
weeks, ending April 1 last, company 
showed net profit of $1,641,537 in the 
first quarter of 1938. This zompares 
with $2,630,374, including $882,000 re- 
ceived in dividends from National 
Theatres Corp., shown for the fourth 
quarter of last year. The net profits 
for the first quarter this year for 
20th-Fox amounted to 50c per com- 
mon share. 

Gross income from sales and rent- 
als of film and literature in the ini- 
tial quarter of this year totaled $14,- 
283,613. Amortization of production 
costs was placed at $8,476,252. Pro- 
vision for Federal income tax 

amounted to $220,000. 


PAR’S ANNUAL PROFIT 
ENDING ’38—$4,105,675 





Lloyd at RKO Set 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Deal for one or more pictures by 
Harold Lloyd Productions for RKO 
is ready to be inked this week. 





producing on the RKO lot. 


SEE PATHE LABS 
CASH DIVVY 
IN IST YR. 


Pathe Laboratories, the operating 
company formed by Pathe Films 
when it put through its plan earlier 
this year, probably will declare a 
cash dividend its initial year of ex- 
istence and will show a nice profit 
the first year. O. Henry Briggs, 
newly elected president, admitted 
this at the stockholders’ meeting last 
week. Briggs, who was president of 
Pathe Film Corp., resigned last week 
to head Pathe with Kenneth M. 
Young, brother of Robert Young, 
who has been director and active in 
the affairs of the company for years, 
named new president of Pathe Film. 
He is a banker. 

Briggs also revealed that the new 
laboratory operating company was 
on a profitable basis as early as last 
Mareh. Mechanical film gadget, be- 
ing sold at both world’s fairs, is re- 
sponsible for the fine showing made 
to date by Pathe Lab. 

He also reported that the com- 
pany’s micro-film device for record- 
ing legal documents and checks may 
soon be placed on the market. Its 
chief competition just now is Re- 
cordex, the Eastman Kodak device. 
As soon as a deal is worked out for 
renting them out on a monthly basis 
it is likely that a loan needed for 
manufacturing them will be _ set. 
Company already has had a $250,000 
offer for 75% interest in the ma- 
chine. 

Meeting was informed that Pathe 
Film would cost only about $25,000 
per year to operate under the pres- 
ent setup. The DuPont Film Mfg. 
Co., for which Pathe Film was es- 
tablished as a holding firm for its 
substantial stock interest, showed 
earnings of about $150,000 in the first 
two months this year as against 
$117,000 in initial two months last 
year. DuPont now is on a $40 an- 
nual dividend basis, with an extra 








| divvy declared usually at the end 


of each year. The company declared 








Paramount Pictures annual report 
for the year ended Jan. 1 last showed 
combined consolidated profit of 
$4,105,675 when share of undis- 
turbed earnings of partially owned 
companies were included. Net profit 
without these earnings totaled $2,- 
865,675. Both figures are in line 
wiih official estimates made early in 
March, The larger totai, taking in 
undistributed earnings, amounted to 
$1.18 per common share. 


Paramount report shows that reve- 
nues from subsidiaries operating in 
foreign countries having currency 
restrictions are included only to the 
extent that dollars have actually 
been received. 

In the total earnings, Par showed 
a profit of $332,397 on the purcha 
of company debentures. Consolidated 
earnings also include $292,361 of net 
capital and non-recurring income. 
Totals show that the company’s net 
interest, as a stockholder in the com- 
bined undisiributed earnings for the 
year for partially owned companies, 
totaled about $1,240,000. 

Company’s statement signed by 
Barney Balaban showed that $4,993,- 
900 worth of 20-year sinking fund 
debentures were redeemed on Feb. 
20 last and that an additional $2,750,- 
000 worth were redeemed last April 
17. With these and issuance of $250,- 
009 principal amount of debentures 
in settlement of claims filed by the 
Prudence Co., Inc., there were out- 
standing in the hands of the public 
$1,938,676 worth of these bonds. 

Report shows that to get funds 
needed to swing this refinancing, the 
company and several of its wholly 
owned susids borrowed about $5,- 





$30 extra at the close of 1938. 





Notarius’ New Exec 


Berth at Par Studio 


For many years with Paramount 
in theatre operation and film buy- 
ing-booking, Louis Notarius is 
transferring to the Paramount studio 
in an executive capacity under Y. 
Frank Freeman, v.p. in charge of 
studio administration. He leaves 
May 12. 

Notarius has been with Paramount 
14 years in a variety of posts. He 
has been the h.o. theatre depart- 
|ment’s official reviewer of films for 
| several years. 
| His new duties on the Coast will 
| have important bearing on theatres. 
Leon Netter, under whom Notarius 
has functioned, has not set a suc- 
cessor but may do so by the end of 
the week. 











Ginger Rogers’ Next 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Ginger Rogers, who finished ‘Little 
Mother’ last week, goes into ‘My 
Fifth Avenue Giri’ at RKO in three 
weeks. 
Gregory LaCava directs. 








| 500,000 from banks, most of it on 
a 5-year basis with average interest 
3%% per annum. For the three- 
year period ending Dec. 31 last, re- 
| port reveals that the interest-bear- 
ing indebtedness of Paramount and 
subsids was reduced about $6,- 
078,568. 





Lioyd will retain his present of- | 
fices at General Service studio while | 


INSIDE ‘PHILLY STORY’ 


Several Angles te Why Miss Hepburn 
First Bought the Rights 





Several major film companies are 
bidding for the screen rights to “The 
Philadelphia Story’ and a deal may 
be consummated within the next week 
or so. Understood all the offers call 
for Katharine Hepburn to repeat the 
jeading part she is currently playing 
in the Philip Barry play at the 
Shubert, N. Y., under Theatre Guild 


| management, 


| 
| 


Despite widespread reports that 
Howard Hughes has the film rights 
to the comedy, Miss Hepburn is the 
actual owner. Contract for the rights 
is in her name and it is believed she 
used her own money for the advance 
payment on the deal. Whether or 
not Hughes is in on the proposition 
is a matter of speculation, but those 
close to Miss Hepburn state that the 
millionaire aviator merely guaran- 
teed the actress against loss in case 
no major studio bought up her rights 
to the play. Lively interest by the 
companies in obtaining the show 
from Miss Hepburn would seem to 
indicate that neither she nor Hughes 
will be left to produce it on their 
own, 


Just what kind of bids have been 
forthcoming isn’t known. Miss Hep- 
burn acquired the screen rights on a 
pre-production deal, with the price 
a flat advance plus a sliding scale of 
royalties based on the picture’s gross, 
Since no other sale of the sort has 
ever been made, it is a question of 
whether the actress would transfer 
her right for a flat price, on a per- 
centage basis or a combination of the 
two. 


Besides owning the film rights to 
‘Story,’ Miss Hepburn also has a sub- 
stantial share of the legit production. 
Actual percentages are unknown, but 
are supposed to be on an approxi- 
mate basis of 40% each by the actress 
and Barry, and 20% by the Guild. 
Actress bought the screen rights 
merely to insure her playing the part 
in the picture. 


LOEW'S 28-WEEK NET 
PROFIT UP, $7,268,847 


Loew’s, Inc., net profit rose ap- 
proximately $400,000 in the first 28 
weeks of its fiscal year ended March 
16 last as compared with the same 
period of 1938. Report issued yes- 
terday (Tuesday) showed net to be 
$7,268,847 as against $6,€87,678 in the 
28-week period of last year. This 
showing was made despite the fact 
that directors recently approved set- 
ting up a reserve of $900,000 for con- 
tingencies for the period whereas 
only $500,000 was set aside last year 
for the comparable half-year. 

After setting aside this amount, 
the net was figured as bein= only 
$6,368,847 or $3.68 per common share. 
This is virtually the same amount as 
shown for the 28-week period of 
1938 when $3.76 per common was 
shown, 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, May 2. 

















Metro 
scripter. 


20th-Fox contracted Sybil Jason, 
moppet, 

Don Castle’s player pact renewed 
by Metro. 

Alfred Schiller inked writer deal 
with Boris Morros Productions. 

RKO handed actor pact to John F. 
Hamilton. 

20th-Fox signed Jacques Kapralik, 
artist. 

James Hilton inked scripting pact 
at Warners, 


Eleanor Hansen handed sixmonth 
deal by 20th-Fox. 

Virginia Dale penned player ticket 
at Paramount. 

20th-Fox renewed Walter Bullock, 
John Taintor Foote and Owen 
Francis, writers. 


Warners filed minor contract with 
Nanette Fabares, 18. 

Samuel Goldwyn asked court ap- 
proval of minor pact with Virginia 
Poole, 19. 

Paramount handed player ticket to 
Betty McLaughlin. 

Edmund North signed writer deal 
at Paramount. 

Paramount hoisted Kurt Neu- 
mann’s director option. 

Tom Kennedy inked new deal at 
Warners, 

20th-Fox renewed Milton Sperling’s 

scripting ticket for one year. 


signed Jacques Thery, 








More Higher-Bracketed Pictures 





Sennett on ‘Cavalcade’ 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Mack Sennett goes to 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox as an associate producer 
with Harry Joe Brown and techni- 
cal director on ‘Hollywooc Caval- 
cade.’ 

Studio wants to utilize uis picture 
background during filmdom’s forma- 
tive years for its $2,000,000 spectacle. 


LIFE SENTENCE 
IN THEATRE 
HOLDUP 








Spartanburg, S. C., May 2. 

Melvin Godfrey, 25, and Bedford 
Collins, 32, were sentenced here to 
life imprisonment for armed hold-up 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Holland, the- 
atre operators, night of March 1. 
Pair were convicted of first-degree 
burglary. Verdict minus mercy rec- 
ommendation, making life term man- 
datory. 

Hollands, operating Lyman, S. C., 
and Tucapau, S. C., theatres and a 
store, were stuck up with a gun, 
bound and robbed of $185 receipts in 
their home shortly after leaving the- 
atres about midnight. 





Ticket Taker Held Up 

Detroit, May 2. 
Bandit knocked down Norman 
Powell, ticket taker at East End 
theatre here, and escaped with $30 in 
receipts last week. Powell was car- 
rying money to manager’s office after 
boxoffice closed. As he ascended a 
stairway, thug stepped out of rest 
room, knocked him unconscious and 
seized money bag. 





Pitt’s Stickup Wave 
Pittsburgh, May 2. 

New wave of theatre robberies has 
broken out here again despite fact 
that police some time ago captured 
bandit who had been responsible for 
several of them and sent him to 
prison for five years. John Stahl, 
Jr., son of Homestead theatre owner, 
is the latest victim. He was stuck 
up on the way to the bank by an 
armed thug and relieved of $200 in 
cash. 

Last week colored thief reached 
into ticket booth of Triangle, East 
Liberty, scooped up $10 in quarters 
from the hands of Rita Kelly, cashier, 
and got away. 

Couple of other stickups have been 
tried at nabe houses during past few 
days, but they were unsuccessful. 





Lenses Stolen 
_ Troy, N. Y., May 2. 
Two projection lenses, valued at 
$200, were stolen from the Palace 
by someone who entered the theatre 
with a key, manager Robert Rosen- 
thal reported to the police. 





WB H’wood a Victim 
Hollywood, May 2. 

Two bandits made off with $1,000 
Sunday (30) at Warners’ Hollywood, 
on the boulevard, after forcing 
—e William Brown to open the 
safe. 

They herded five others together 
and made a clean getaway. 


Plenty of Film Trailers 
On N.Y. Fair’s Premiere 


Paramount News devoted a full 
newsreel special to the New York 
World's Fair opening day festivities, 
getting it out early Monday morning 
so that it was playing Broadway 
theatres by the time they opened for 
the day. Paramount newsreel ex- 
ecutives believed there was enough 
interest around the country to 
justify devoting an entire issue to 
the 1939 exposition. It was the only 
newsreel to do this or to get its reel 
out a day ahead. 

Paramount reel stressed visiting 
foreign royalty and that all roads 
lead to N. Y.’s fair. Besides the 
dedicatory services, typical scenes 
and a graphic bird’s-eye view of the 
Flushing Meadows site, considerable 
footage was devoted to the night 
lighting and colorful fountain and 
fire displays. 

Pathe is getting out a two-reel 
short on the fair, with RKO dis- 








tributing in about a week. 





Inspires a Buyers Pool Plan in NW 


Minneapolis, May 2. 

As a protest against distributors 
action in lifting more pictures into 
the higher brackets and thus raising 
film costs, demands will be made at 
the Northwest Allied convention here 
next month for organization of a 
buyers’ pool ‘to deal with the com. 
panies.’ 

Independent exhibitors here 
charge that the increased number 
of cancellations proposed under the 
new industry code has been more 
than offset by the crowding of upper 
classifications. They refuse to con. 
cede the possibility that the pictures 
will be of sufficiently higher quality 
and drawing power to justify the 
distributors’ actions. Even with the 
additional cancellations, ‘the inde- 
pendents will be worse off than ever 
because contracts will involve more 
money,’ it’s alleged. 

Some of the members will ask the 
organization to devote itself more to 
fighting for lower film rentals than 
hitherto, regardless of whether or 
not the buying pool is organized, 
There is much opposition to the prac- 
tice of one prominent member of 
buying ‘runs’ of pictures. As a re- 
sult of it, they claim, they’ve been 
having to pay more than otherwise 
for their film. 


RCA’S 1ST QUARTER 
NET AT $1,448,110 


David Sarnoff, president of Radio 
Corp., of America, told stockholders 
at the annual meeting yesterday 
(Tuesday) that net earnings of the 
company totalled $1,448,110 in the 
first quarter this year as against $1,- 
437,801 in initial three months last 
year. Profits were equivalent to 
slightly less than 5c per common 
share after preferred payments. 

Sarnoff told stockholders’ meeting 
that the company had $16,800,000 in 
cash on hand as of April 1 despite 
the fact that bank loans were re- 
duced by $3,000,000, with resultant 
interest saving on that amount. He 
pointed out that outstanding bank 
loans now amount to $5,000,C00 on 
which the interest rate has been re- 
duced from 242 to 154%. 

The RCA president stressed the first 
public television program. He said 
that 12,000 visited the Radio Corp. 
building’s television exhibit the 
opening day of the N. Y. World's 
Fair, 

Cornelius N. Bliss, Bertram Cuiler, 
Charles G. Dawes and James G. 
Harboard, chairman of the board, 
whose terms as directors expired, 
were re-elected for a term of three 
years, 


Metro Buys ‘Maritza’ 
For 606 from Kalmann 


Paris, April 24. 

















Metro has closed a deal for the 
soundfilm rights of Emmerich Kal- 
mann's ‘Countess Maritza.’ Although 
sale price paid for the operetta could 
not be confirmed officially, it’s said 
to be $60,000. 

This makes the second work Metro 
has acquired from Kalmann, the 
other being ‘Sari,’ bought some time 
ago. Although no final decision has 
yet been made, it’s expected that 
Kalmann will go to Hollywood to 
act in an advisory capacity when the 
picture is made. 

Irvin Marks negotiated the sale. 


Extras’ Big April Take 


Hollywood, May 2. 

General upsurge in all lines of stu- 
dio employment spread $220,000 
among extras during April. 

Calls for 21,000 jobs went out, top- 
ping March by 5,000 placements. 
Back lot employment figures high- 
est in months, with expectancy of ® 
brisk demand through June. 


SAG-Agents Report Ready 
Hollywood, May 2. 
The Screen Actors Guild advised 
at a meeting last night (Monday) 
that the report on the licensing con- 
tract for agents will be ready for 
sbmission to the Guild’s Agency 
Committee on May 8. 
It will go to the board for 
final approval after the committee 
okays it. 
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PICTURES 








SWG SPURNS PRODUCERS 








Independent producers who, along 
with other major producers, submit 
their scripts and finished produc- 
tions to the Hays organization for 
Production Code Seal, are doing con- 
siderable beefing over ‘extra’ costs 
they are forced to bear by reason of 
the Hays seal and other censorship 
or quasi-censor organizations. 

Indie producers assert that thea- 
tres generally, circuit or otherwise, 
pay little attention as to whether the 
Hays O.K. is on a picture. In only 
two territories is observance of the 
Hays seal meeting with strict observ- 
ance—the RKO circuit bookings in 
Greeter New York and the Warner 
circuit in the Philadelphia zone. 

No general abandonment of the 
practice of submitting pictures for 
the Code seal is expected, however, 
since no producer can afford to take 
a chance on their pictures not being 
played in New York or Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Other costly and irksome proced- 
ures to which most producers have 
to submit include the National Board 
of Review, as well as censor boards 
in six states and two municipalities. 
National Board of Review charges 
$6 per reel for its seal of approvai 
and 75c per reel for screening. 

Producers would ignore the N.B.R. 
procedure entirely were it not for 
the fact that Florida, and in the 
cities of Providence and Boston, pic- 
tures which carry the National seal 
are automatically passed for theatre 
exhibition. 

State censorship charges vary 
from $3 to $4 a reel, while the Hays 
organization charges $50 for code 
seal on new features; $25 on re- 
issues, $25 for shorts, and $25 for all 
foreign pictures submitted. 


SCREEN PROLOG OKAYS 
‘BELL’ INTO CANADA 


Toronto, May 2. 

Canadian bookings of ‘Alexander 
Graham Bell’ (20th) have been can- 
celled, pending completion of a 
screen prolog which will extol the 
Canadian background of the in- 
ventor of the telephone. 

Only complaint came from the 
flag-wavers of Brantford, Ontario, 
birthplace of Bell and city from 
which he first transmitted sound by 
wire to a point eight miles away. 
Barrage of local squawks descended 
upon the Board of Censors here, with 
threats that the matter would be 
carried to Parliament if the picture 
were passed in its original form. 

Prolog, according to James 
O'Loughlin, Canadian manager for 
20th, will be filmed by Associated 
Screen News and, in addition to ex- 
planatory text eulogizing Bell, will 
include shots of his birthplace, the 
monument which his home town 
erected to his memory, and old pho- 
tographs which are now in the pos- 
session of Mrs, Gilbert Grosvenor 
and Mrs. David Fairchild of New 
York, daughters of the inventor. 


Farmer-Erickson Get 
Par Leave Extended 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Frances Farmer and Leif Erickson 
were handed a six-month extension 
of their leave of absence by Para- 
mount. Original furlough ended 
May 1. 

Currently they are doing sta 
work in the Pm ' ” 

















Illeana’s Outburst 


Beverly Hills, Mary 2. 
Illeana Laurel, estranged wife of 
the film comic, was found guilty of 
drunk and disorderly charges and 
released under $250 bail pending an 
®pplication for probation. 
Russian dancer was arrested after 


Causing a disturbance in a Russian | 


Cafe, where she allegedly shouted 


that the film colony should be Hit- 
erized, 


> 


Blackout 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Shush epidemic has invaded 
Paramount where the boys are 
readying a picture with the 
story, cast, writers and starting 
date a profound secret. It’s title, 
‘Heil America,’ is only a stall to 
foil international snoopers. 

Even the flacks are writing on 
noiseless typewriters. 


U Boosts Serial 
Program After 
Scully's Survey 


Hollywood, May 2. 


Universal is going in stronger than 
ever for serials as result of a survey 
of 168 towns by William Scully, head 
of U’s sales force. Theatres showing 
cliffhangers, according to Scully, not 
only do better business but develop 
steady customers. 

Studio’s serial program for 1930-40 
leads off with ‘The Lone Ranger,’ 
followed by ‘Buck Rogers’ and a Boy 
Scout cliffer. 


B. BRISKIN PRODUCING 
3 BREEN PIX AT RKO 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Principal Pictures is making three 
Bob Breens for the 1939-40 RKO 
program, with Barney Briskin doing 
the producing instead of Sol Lesser. 
Although retaining his holdings in 
Principal, Lesser will devote his ef- 
forts to production for United Ar- 
tists release. 

Principal has two more Breens to 
make for the current season. ‘Way 
Down South’ is in production and 
‘Boy Who Cried Wolf’ is slated for 
an early summer start. 

Lesser and his Principal Pictures 
are shopping for studio space after 
July 15. Columbia notified Lesser 
to vacate his rented quarters on the 
old Schulberg lot, rest of which is 
used by Col. Irving Briskin’s Col. 
unit is slated to take over the Prin- 
cipal offices. 























MERRY MACS TO DO FILM 


Will Play Theatre Dates on Way to 
Hollywood 








Merry Macs quartet leave for the 
Coast to do a filmusical for War- 
ners when the Fred Allen program 
folds for the summer late in June. 
Quartet has made several shorts for 
Warners at the Brooklyn studios. 

As the film is not set to start until 
late July or August, the Macs will 
play a series of one-nighters and 
theatre dates on the way westward. 
They go into the Paramount, N. Y., 
May 10. 


‘On Toes’ for Lord 


Hollywood, May 2. 


Associate producer chore on War- 
ners’ ‘On Your Toes’ goes to Robert 
Lord. Shooting starts next week 
with Zorina and Eddie Albert shar- 
ing top spots. 

Picture is based on the Broadway 
stage play. 











WB Holds Siegel 
Hollywood, May 2. 
Max Siegel, associate producer at 





Warners, has inked a new contract. 

| Next picture is “Three Cheers for 
| the Irish,’ with Pat O’Brien heading 
the cast. 





WILL CALL IN 
NLRB. AGAIN 


Writers Don’t Consider Stu- 
dios’ Terms Attractive 
Enough to Submit for a 
Vote—Studios Hold 7-Yr. 
Pacts Preclude Outside 
Stints 





—_——_—_ 


NO ‘WILLINGNESS’ 





Hollywood, May 2. 

Screen Writers Guild Monday 
night (1) flatly rejected the contract 
proffered by the producers, and the 
executive board served notice that 
the National Labor Relations Board 
will be asked to reopen the hearings 
on complaint which charges the 
major studios with unfair labor prac- 
tices. SWG board didn’t -consider the 
companies’ proposal attractive 
enough to submit it for membership 
vote. 

In a letter to the producers’ attor- 
ney, Mendel Silberberg, Guild prexy 
Charles Brackett declared, ‘After re- 
viewing proposals the board is of 
the opinion there is no indication of 
willingness on the part of the pro- 
ducers to consider sincerely the 
minimum proposals made by the 
Guild membership, namely (1), 80% 
Guild shop at outset of contract; (2), 
contract term of three and a half 
years; (3), right of writer to own all 
material written during layoff 
period.’ 

Producers tempted the SWG with 
an 80% Guild shop effective the third 
year, 70% first year and 75% second 
year. Also proposed that a seven- 
year agreement with writers pro- 
hibited them from working during 
the layoff period. 


GN BOOMS VIA 
TWO NEW DEALS 


Hollywood, May 32. 


Finances “at Grand National took 
an upward turn through a deal to 
make a series of Spanish-language 
pictures for 20th-Fox distribution. 
Previous deal had called for one pic- 
ture. 


In addition, GN is assured of con- 
siderable rental coin from England 
through a deal with British Grand 
National, a separate corporation 
headed by Jeffrey Bernard and Mau- 
rice J. Wilson. Latter is here con- 
ferring with Jack Skirball on films 
to be delivered to British GN for 
1939-40. 


Dr. Eugene Frenke ended his long 
financial battle with GN by turning 
over the negative of his Anna Sten 
starrer, ‘Exile Express,’ to the studio 
for immediate release. 

Under new deal, GN purchased 
outright Frenke’s interest in Amer- 
ican, Canadian and British rights 
and agreed to arrange releases for 
‘Exile’ in other countries. Picture 
was produced on a joint financial 
basis, with GN and Frenke sharing 
the cost. 











Time-Clipping Cameras 


Hollywood, May 2. 


20th-Fox ordered construction on 
60 new cameras, lighter and less 
cumbersome than those now in 
vogue, after tests on ‘Rose of Wash- 
ington Square.’ Technicians esti- 
mated new machine saved 54 hours 





| finishes cutting “The Old Maid.’ 





of filming time. 
Device is result of two years’ work | 


priation of $80,000, set aside to cover 





research, models and tests. 





Mistrial of IA Vs. Technicians 


Local 37; Otherwise Dismiss Suit 





The Brushoff 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Painters Local 644 nosed out 
the Scenic Artists in the Leather 
Horse Derby at Paramount stu- 
dio, winning a photo finish that 
almost caused a strike. Paint- 
ers threatened to walk out if a 
member of the scenic staff swung 
a brush on the prop steed. 

Art was set down for illegal 
jockeying. 


Par Cramped For 
Space, 10 in Work: 
M-G's Prod. Spurt 


Hollywood, May 2. 


Paramount studio is up against a 
space shortage, with 10 productions 
taxing the capacity of the sound 
stages. This has been one of the 
main reasons for the recent decision 
to move to larger quarters in West- 
wood, 


Latest to roll were ‘Our Leading 
Citizen,” Bob Burns starrer, and 
‘Home Work,’ with Charles Ruggles 
and Mary Boland as tops. 

With ‘Stronger Than Desire’ before 
the cameras, Metro has six features 
in production, the highest number in 
two months. Studio also have five 
shorts in work. 


WM. S. HART REFUSES 
REP. FILM COMEBACK 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Proposition made to William S. 
Hart by Republie for a return to the 
screen has been rejected by the for- 
mer silent western star: Deal called 
for Hart to make two pictures at a 
minimum production cost of $250,000 
each. ‘ 

Actor again reiterated his position 
that he is retired from pictures and 
will not even agreg to personal ap- 
pearances. His only picture activity 
since more than a decade ago is a 
short prolog produced for Astor Pic- 
tures’ reissue of ‘Tumbleweeds.’ 























S.A.G. ENJOINED 


Validity of Junior Council Elections 
Disputed 








Hollywood, May 2. 
Screen Actors Guild has been re- 
strained from ordering a new elec- 
tion to fill 17 vacancies on its 
junior council through a temporary 
injunction issued yesterday (Mon- 
day) by the Superior Court. Valid- 





ity of the election recently held is 
being tested in a petition filed by ; 
three elected candidates, 

Among the defendants named in 
the action are Robert Montgomery, 
Franchot Tone, Ralph Morgan, 
James Cagney, Joan Crawford and 
the entire board of directors. Lead- 
ers among the extras are making a | 
drive for funds to defray the cost 
of a court fight. 





Amy Becomes Director 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Warners upped George Amy, film 
cutter, to a director’s job, with his 
first assignment ‘The Return of Dr. 
X,’ Boris Karloff feature. 
Amy starts his new chore when he | 





Bill Powell’s Garboer 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Metro has pencilled in William 
Powell for Greta Garbo’s ‘Ninotcha’ | 





long illness, 
Picture is set to start in two weeks. 





Hollywood, May 2. 

Mistrial was ordered yesterday 
(Monday) in the Superior Court suit 
of International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees members to 
enjoin officers of Technicians Local 
37 from interfering with operations 
of the organization. Case goes back 
to the calendar docket and is set for 
retrial when depositions are to be 
secured from George E, Browne, 
IATSE prez. 

Meanwhile IATSE leaders have 
been directed to post $30,000 addi- 
tional bond to cover collection of 
approximately $56,000 in dues from 
Local 37 members. Court ignored a 
plea for $10,000 bond when it was 
disclosed that the international al- 
ready had collected $6,000 in death 
benefits and $19,000 in dues. 

Contempt proceedings against Jo- 
seph Carpenter, Local 37 head; Jeff 
Kibre, leader of the autonomy group; 
Ed Heim, financial secretary; Guy 
Cooper, recording secretary, and 
Walter Staringe are set for trial to- 
day (Tuesday). At the same time 
Judge Emmet Wilson is to pass on 
the petition of Local 37 officers to 
enjoin the IA international reps and 
recover possession of the union, 
which was seized by IA minions on 
‘emergency’ orders issued by Browne. 

In ordering the mistrial, Judge 
Wilson said the only other alterna- 
tive was to give a judgment for the 
defense, but that the former action 
was taken in an effort to protect the 
interests of Local 37 members, which 
he indicated was the most important 
issue involved. Court said the plain- 
tiffs had failed to show by any evi- 
dence from Browne that he had the 
consent of his executive board in 
making the decision. Brigham Rose, 
Lceal 37 attorney, filed an exception 
to the mistrial, indicating he may 
carry the fight to the District Court 
of Appeals. 


Tells uf Saving 


Frank Stickling, IATSE interna- 
tional representative, testified that 
seizure of Technicians Local 37 by 
the International resulted in an im- 
mediate savings to members of ap- 
proximately $700 weekly. He stated 
that a saving of $380 per week was 
effected through elimination of un- 
authorized meetings of the board of 
governors, board members having 
paid themselves so much per meet- 
ing. 

The witness testified that the re- 
mainder of the savings had resulted 
from ousting of the following officers 
and employees of Local 37: Joseph 
Carpenter, prexy, $150 week; Guy 
Cooper, recording secretary, $100; 
Fd Heim, financial secretary, $100; 
Jeff Kibre, leader of the autonomy 
group, $65; Harry Strainge, $65; Ruth 
L. Firke, $55, and two office girls, 
$70. 

Stickling stated the work formerly 
done by this group is now handled 
by Zeal Fairbanks, $100; B. C. Du- 
vall, $100; two office girls, $100. He 
said the work was handied just as 
efficiently at a net savings of $700 
weekly. He said none of the salaries 
paid by Local 37 had been authorized 
by the constitution. 

Ed Heim, Local 37 financial secre- 
tary, stated that the constitution pro- 
vided the officers should be paid a 
salary of not less than $75 per week. 

Floyd M. Billingsiey, IA interna- 
tional representative of San Fran- 
cisco, testified that George E. 
Browne, IATSE prexy, called him 
by long-distance telephone to get his 
okay to declare an extreme emer- 
gency and take over Local 37. De- 
posed officers of Local 37 contend 
that Browne did not get permission 
of the board of governors to declare 
an emergency as provided for in the 
IA constitution. 

Safes Bolted to IA 

Mary Blumer, former employee of 
Local 37, testified that Secretary 
Heim called her on the morning the 
local was seized by the International 
and instructed her not to open the 
safes for the international represen- 
tatives, 

John F. Gatelee, IA international 
rep, who with Stickling is now in 
charge of operations of Local 37, 


by studio camera staff, on an appro- upon his return to the screcn after a | testified that all procedure in taking 
over the local was in accordance 
(Continued on page 47) 
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6 VARIETY 


Double Features Up Before Ill. 
Lawmakers; Other Show Biz Bills 








Chicago, May 2. 

Double features question, which 
has already been the subject of intra- 
industry dickering, court action and 
exhibition squawks, has now found 
its way into the Illinois legislature 
where last week the judiciary com- 
mittee handed down a recommenda- 
tion, there ought to be a law against 
*em. 

House of Representatives was ad- 
vised that double features are a 
menace to the health of adults as 
well as children, according to the 
committee. Committee, which voted 
11 to 4 for its anti-doubles recom- 
mendation, was headed by Edward 
Saltiel of Chicago. Committee 
recommended that a law be enacted 
prohibiting the showing of double 
features in Illinois. Bill was origi- 
nally introduced by two representa- 
tives from Chi, Arnold Lund and 
Elmer Schnackenberg. 

Bill now awaits general action by 
House, and then goes to the Senate. 





Battle Wisc. Seat Tax 
Madison, Wis., May 2. 

Labor, circuit and indie theatre 
representatives appeared before the 
senate committee on corporations and 
texation here Saturday (29) in op- 
pesition to the Connors bill which 
would assess an occupational and 
seat tax on chain theatres. Oppo- 
nents of the bill opposed it on the 
grounds that it would, if enacted, re- 
duce the profits of exhibitors and 
lower the income of theatre em- 
ployees. 

Sen. A. J. Connors, author of the 
bill and its only proponent at the 
heering, described it as a revenue 
measure and estimated that it would 
produce about $100,000 a year if en- 
acted. 

Opponents countered that the 
measure would raise no more than 
$20,000 annually and in view of a 
provision appropriating $10,000 for 
its administration, the state would 
realize only half that amount. 

The bill provides for an occupa- 
tional tax ranging from $5 on each 
theatre in a chain of two to five the- 
aires, $10 on each in a chain of from 
six to 10, and increasing to $100 on 
each house in a circuit of 800 or 
more. 





N. C.’s Inconsistencies 
Raleigh, N. C., May 2. 

Blue laws in this state indicate 
something, but what, nobody seems 
to know. In Johnston County where 
there are eight theatres, the Sunday 
ban on motion pictures has been 
lifted. Zadkin County, on the other 
hand, with one 487-seat theatre has 
just passed a bill prohibiting Sunday 
pictures, 





Anti-Softball Campaign 
Lincoln, May 2. 

Failing to get across the anti-dual 
features ordinance with the city 
council here, after the city attorney 
ruled the council had no legal grounds 
to interfere, showmen here are back- 
ing the petition going the rounds of 
the city against softball lighting after 
9 p.m. nightly in the parks in the 
summer. Showmen figure there’s 
time to see a show after 9, and if 
softball is here to stay—and it seems 
to be—they’ll still get a cut at the 
neighbors’ nickels. 

This petition was originally brought 
by property owners near the parks, 
who claim the clamor of the ball- 
yards has been bothersome, going 
sometimes until nearly midnight. 


Wilcex-Neagle Start 





On ‘Cavell’ for RKO! 





Herbert Wilcox of Imperadio Pro- 
ductions and his star, Anna Neagle, 
are now on the Coast to launch 
‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ first release for 
RKO. Casting of the picture will get 
under way with arrival of Wilcox at 
the studio, although Zasu Pitts has 
been selected for one role. 

Charles Leonard, formerly with 
United Artists, has joined the RKO 
studio and will act as producer’s 
home office representative for Wil- 
cox, 





ANNABELLA’S FRENCH FILM 
Hollywood, May 2. 

Annabella goes back to France 
this summer to make a high-budget 
picture for 20th-Fox. 

Feature will be shot on the French 
Riviera, with Robert T. Kane pro- 
‘ducing. 


BLOW ME DOWN 


It’s a Sam Wood ‘Wind’ as Fleming 
Breezes Pic 





Hollywood, May 2. 

Victor Fleming retired, tempo- 
rarily at least, as director of David 
O. Selznick’s ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Official explanation is ill health, 
with an indication that Fleming may 
return to the picture. Sam Wood 
moved over from Metro to fill the 
vacancy. 

Wood ig the third director to try 
his hand at ‘Gone.’ George Cukor 


Fleming. 


BUDGETS UP 337 ON 
AUTRY’S REP. OATERS 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Budgets on Gene Autry westerns 
for the 1939-40 program at Repubiic 
are going up 33%, according to Her- 
bert J. Yates, chairman of the board, 
here to discuss production with Moe 
J. Siegel. Yates is accompanying 
Autry to England this summer on a 
six-week personal appearance tour. 

Setting at rest rumors of impend- 
ing changes at the studio, Yates de- 
clared himself satisfied with the pres- 
ent setup. 
Rep rolls ‘The Road to El Dorado’ 
tomorrow (Wed.) with Roy Rogers in 
the singing buckaroo role. Mary 
Hart plays the femme lead and 
George Hayes heads the featured 
players. 











Par Renews Binyon; 


Studio Drops 6 Scribs 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Paramount hoisted its writer op- 
tion on Claude Binyon for the third 
year of a five-year contract. He has 
been with the studio seven years. 
Currently Binyon is on loan to Co- 
lumbia, working on the script of 
‘Arizona’ with director Wesley 
Ruggles. 

Six writers checked off the Para- 
mount lot after finishing their as- 
signments, Scribs are Talbot Jen- 
nings, Sheridan Gibney, Maxwell 
Shane, Julien Josephson, Nat Perrin 
and Melville Baker, 








Mich.’s Holiday of Prayer 
May Shutter Amus. Spots 


Detroit, May 2. 

Detroit and Michigan amusement 
spots, along with all lines of biz, may 
be forced to shutter one day for 
a statewide holiday of prayer. Holi- 
day will be a weekday. Idea is in 
line with Gov. Dickinson’s call for 
statewide prayer last Sunday (30), 
asking for courage for Michigan leg- 
islators to trim state deficit. Re- 
sponse from churches on Sunday’s 
appeal, is understood to have 
prompted governor to consider the 
state holiday for prayer. 

Gov. Dickinson, 80, who succeeded 
to governship chair in February on 
death of Gov, Frank Fitzgerald, is 
not only an ardent dry but likewise 
a strong church member and teaches 
his own Sunday School class. He’s 
launched rigid enforcement of state 
rum and anti-gambling laws, plus 
other reforms, and Michiganders 
aren’t skeptical any more over what 
he'll do next. 


‘Deadwood’ Revived 


Hollywood, May 2. 

‘Deadwood City,’ dealing with the 
gold rush in the Black Hills, is slated 
as a Harry Sherman production for 
Paramount. 

Picture, to be made on a big 
budget, includes such characters as 
Buffalo Bill, Calamity Jane, Wild Bill 
Hickok and Wyatt Earp. 











Lee Tracy’s ‘Spellbinder’ 
Hollywood, May 2. 
‘The Spellbinder’ is the first Lee 
Tracy starrer under his two-picture 
contract with RKO, 
Studio is studying scripts to pick 





the second story. 


started it and retired in favor of, 


PICTURES 
COCALIS’ WILL 





Owner of 38 Theatres Sets Up Elab- 
orate Trust, Etc. 





Will of Soteros D. Cocalis, late 
head of the Cocalis Enterprises of 
N. Y., executed April 7, 1939, pro- 
vides a number of charitable be- 
quests and for continued expansion 
and operation of the 38 theatres 
owned or operated by the Cocalis in- 
terests, including the Strand, Royal 
and Gaiety in Elizabeth, N. J. Al- 
though the will was filed last week 
in the office of Surrogate Charles A. 
Otto, Jr., Elizabeth, N. J., no appli- 
cation for its probate was made until 
yesterday (Tues.). 

After specific cash bequests to 
relatives and members of his family 
the remainder goes into an elaborate- 
ly conceived trust from which the 
widow, Mrs. Chrysanthi Cocalis, is 
to receive $20 weekly and a home 
as well as support ‘in such a manner 
as in unfettered opinion the trustees 
deem advisable.’ If the income from 
the trust exceeds $50,000 the excess 
is to be put aside until $100,000 fund 
is established to be used for éstab- 
lishment of a hospital at Olenias, 
Greece. 

All other incomes go to the sons, 
James, George and Alexander Co- 
calis, all minors. The will expressed 
hope that they will continue and 
enlarge the Cocalis theatrical enter- 
prises, 

The residuary estate eventually 
goes to the three sons. The trustees 
are Evangelos Hardaloupas, presi- 
dent of the Hellenic Bank & Trust 
Co. of N. Y., William A. Scully, v.p. 
and general sales manager of Uni- 
versal Film Corp., and James J. 
Thompson, partner with Cocalis in 
Union County, N. J. 


Aliied’s Nat’) Conv. 
Will Be Attended By 
Distribution Biggies 


Leading distribution executives of 
all major companies are expected to 
look in on this year’s annual con- 
vention of Allied States Ass’n, sched- 
uled to be held in Minneapolis June 
12. Likelihood is that sales chief- 
tains and others interested in self- 
regulation and the cementing of 
friendlier relations with the Allied 
group will make every effort to 
check in at the conclave for the first 
time. Ordinarily they have not been 
disposed to attend. 

Out of presence at the Allied pow- 

wow of major biggies may come a 
better understanding of relations be- 
tween distributor and exhibitor 
through open discussion of the prob- 
lems affecting both. 
Because of the fact that Para- 
mount’s convention conflicted with 
the Allied conclave, this company 
was prevailed upon by Al Steffes, 
Allied leader, to change its conven- 
tion date so that some of its execu- 
tives could be in Minneapolis. Neil 
Agnew, Par sales head, changed the 
Par dates from June 12-14 to June 
8-10, so that he and other distribu- 
tion heads, probably including 
Charlie Reagan, Joe Unger and 
Oscar Morgan, could attend the Al- 
lied meet. 


ADAMS’ SHUBERT MAY 
JOIN PAR NEW’K POOL 


The Shubert, Newark, taken over 
by A. A. and P. Adams, may be 
thrown into the partnership which 
Adams Bros. has with Paramount. 
This, together with policy for the 
newly-acquired theatre, is to be dis- 
cussed some time this week with 
home office Par executives, 

Prior to being taken by the 
Adamses, the Shubert was playing 
stage shows against them but 
sreneen them just before the end of 

nt. 

















Par Aids the Cause 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Lee Ya-Ching, Chinese aviatrix, 
signed for a featured role in ‘Dis- 
puted Passage’ at Paramount. 
She is touring America to raise 
funds for relief, 





LIONEL KEENE’S AMS 


Atlanta, May 2, 

Col. Lionel Keene, former South- 
ern division manager for Loew’s, is 
staging talent quests in small Geor- 
gia towns. He ties up with theatres 
and gets luncheon clubs to sponsor 
performances. 

Jack Rand, local dancing teacher, 





is associated with Keene. . 











Lefty Shakes the Tamales Out 
OF His System: All Set for N. Y. Fai 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





ADD: RKO REORG 


More Technical Moves—Three Ap- 
plications Denied 








The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
New York Monday (1) denied three 
applications by H. C. Rickaby of the 
Atlas Co., regarding the three ap- 
peals from Judge William Bondy’s 
order approving the plan of reor- 
ganization, Rickaby sought the con- 
solidation of the appeals, which are 
those of Ernest W. Stirn, stockholder; 
H. Cassel & Co., debenture holder, 
and the Copia Realty and Fabian 
Operating Co., also the dismissals of 
the appeals of Stirn and Copia. 

Stirn was given until May 15, as 
was Copia Realty, to file. Cassel has 
already filed its record, and the ap- 
peal will be heard June 5. It is 
probable that the other appeals will 
also be heard in the same month. 


JEANETTE’S SOLO IF 
NEW M-G PACT OKAY 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Jeanette MacDonald’s next Metro 
picture, if she signs a new contract, 
will be a solo starrer, Studio is 


seeking clearance on rights to a 
story for her next start. Singer is 
due back from her concert tour May 
15 to talk over a new pact. 

Nelson Eddy is teamed with Ilona 
Massey in ‘Balalaika,’ starting in 
two weeks, but will be reunited with 
Miss MacDonald for her second pic- 
ture, 


Martina Expanding; 12th 
House, and Adding More 


Rochester, N. Y., May 2. 
New Family, 700-seater in Mt. 
Morris, just built by Martina Circuit, 


Dansville, opened last week. James 
Martina, president, now heads 12 
theatres and plans to build three or 
four more jin this area during the 
next year. 

Work has already been started on 
the Astor, Attica, 500-seater; opening 
set for Sept. 1, 

This company operates theatres in 
Dansville, Albion, Phelps, Naples, 
Clyde, Williamson, Cuba, Arcade, 
Mt. Morris and Nunda, Members of 
board of directors include Charles 
Martina, Albion; A. F. Scura, James 
Tantillo and Joseph Montesano, Mt, 
Morris, and David Perriello, Naples. 

















No Jury Trial in $10,600 
Suit Against Warners 


Sylvia Cowane has been denied a 
jury trial in her attempt to collect 
$10,600 on two checks issued in 1923 
to Kwality Pictures Inc., by Jack, 
Harry, Albert and (the late) Sam 
Warner. 

Federal Judge John Knox in N. Y. 
made no comment in denying the 
application but the Warner motion 
to deny declares that “The alleged 
cause of action occurred more than 
16 years ago. This clearly shows the 
motive behind the plaintiff’s desire 
for a jury trial. She would like to 
count on the sympathy of a jury. 
The institution of the jury trial was 
never conceived for such purpose.” 





Par’s Parade of Power 





Hollywood, May 2. 

Paramount is putting on its own 
naval demonstration off San Miguel 
Island, with two ships and 150 sailors 
filming ‘Ruler of the Seas,’ under 
command of Jim Havens. 

Meanwhile Frank Lloyd is direct- 
ing the principals in the studio. 





Cabanne’s ‘California’ 


j Hollywood, May 2. 
Christy Cabanne rolled ‘In Old 
California,’ first of a series of action 
pictures co-starring Richard Arlen 
and Andy Devine. 





Constance Moore has the femme 
lead. 





New York, April 25, 
Dear Vic: 


Well, as Donnsy Kerr used to 
‘We finaly arrived at our destitin. 
tion,’ the World’s Fair. About which, 
more anon, as they say in the Classicg, 
We finally got out of Mexico City pe. 
fore Aggie spent all our dough and 
we are glad to be back to terra firma, 
We learned a lot traveling but didn’t 


learn a thing about show business 
down in Mexico. We saw a show 
billed as ‘Follies Berge’ which 
turned out to be a tab in Spanish, 
and the comics there know the same 
bits as our comics do. Me and Aggie 
recognized them even if they did do 
‘em in Spanish. ‘Money bits’ ang 
‘kissing bits’ are the same the world 
over. 


Another night we went to the 
Olympia, a first-run picture house, 
it has ‘Passport Husband’ and ‘Tail. 
spin.’ They run the regular Ameri. 
can pictures but stick on Spanish 
words of what the people are saying, 
which at least takes your mind off 
the pictures. The house is a nice 
looking place with plenty of seats 
that were empty. There’s another 
thing the same all over the world, 
an empty seat is an empty seat in 
any language. Then we went to a 
regular Mexican place called the 
Regis. They run plenty of shorts 
and a French picture with Spanish 
titles. Well, the combination was 
too much for me and Aggie, but it’s 
a great idea. The Americans that 
come in blame it on the language, 
the Mexicans blame it on the French, 
and the French aren’t there to blame 
it on anybody. 


But one thing I must tell you, 
every theatre in the city has a 
strong smell of some kind of disin- 
fectant, and boy it’s plenty strong. 
I guess the Government makes ‘em 
use it; maybe they do it instead of 
censorship. Remind me not to tell 
you about the bullfight we saw, 
Aggie and me didn’t go for it at all. 
The bull stands as much chance as 
a C picture in Radio City. Anyway 
the people all over the world are 
about the same, When it’s all added 
up they are just like us, looking for 
a few dollars, a decent living and a 
little fun. Only we Americans want 
double portions—Americans ain't 
satisfied with a malted milk, it’s 
gotta be a double malted, and we 
don’t want one feature, we must 
have double features. 


A Real Hometown Mer. 


We stopped off at Tyler, Texas, 
for the night. A swell town and, of 
course, I dropped in to see the man- 
ager of the Arcadia, a good little 
showman by the name of Wilbur 
Shields, He talked like a New York 
showman, but he never operated out- 
side of Tyler. He started there 25 
years ago with a hundred-seater— 
camp chairs in an outdoor place. He 
stuck to the town and the town 
stuck to him. These kind of man- 
agers know more about the real pic- 
ture business than the managers 
the big cities. They are closer to the 
customers and know what they want 
in the entertainment line. He plays 
up the picture itself in his ads in- 
stead of the stars, and when he sees 
a chance to play up a new actor he 
does so. It makes the customers 
like they’re discovering somebody, 
which everybody likes to do. 

Our second night we stopped of 
at Whyteville, Va., a nice town 
of tourist cabins and hotels. We 58 
a colored show billed at the theatre 
so we laid our dough on the line and 
went in. It was advertised as & 
people show but all we could count 
was 30, and it was a good thing they 
didn’t have 50, because like Agglé 
says, 30 bad actors are bad eno 
They had an 8-piece band with the 
outfit that played enough blue notes 
to make the music sound like one © 
these modern arrangements. It sure 
disappointed me because us 
even a bad colored show has plenty 
of pep and some talent, but this one 
was a very tired looking troupe 
It’s bad enough to run bad picture 
but when you run bad flesh with ! 
you are just egging on the Sheriff. 

Glad that you and Flo are hold 
your own but don’t forget to hold ® 
little for me, too. Best regards from 
us all to you-all, SEZ 

Your boss, 
Lefty. 

P. S.—Ben Bernie says, ‘When 

doubt—do as you please.’ 
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Bette-Clyde McCoy, Big $38,000, 
Durbin-Vaude, 236, Chi Standouts: 
‘Serenade Slow 106, H.0.’s Neat 
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Chicago, May 2. 

Two top bracket pictures in the 
Joop are corralling the major portion 
of the interest. For the real adult 
trade there is ‘Dark Victory,’ which 
came in almost pre-sold to the citi- 
zens. Picture had gotten word-of- 
mouth buildup several weeks before 
it was put on the screen here, and 
when it was opened for public ex- 
hibition it had an audience all ready 
and waiting. 

Other flicker is the new Deanna 
Durbin picture, which is guarantee- 
ing plenty of profits at the Palace. 
Interest in the Durbin series con- 
tinues to hold up in excellent fashion. 

With Bette Davis and Deanna Dur- 
bin cutting up the sophisticates and 
non-sophisticates, the rest of the 
houses are doing the best they can. 

Hold-overs are ‘Baskervilles’ and 
‘Dodge City’, with both getting plenty 
of male play. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
— ‘Baskervilles’ (20th) (2d wk.). 
Looks for $4,500, all right, after turn- 
ing in solid $6,500 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Victory’ (WB) and stage show. Clyde 
McCoy orchestra on stage. Another 
winner for this house, which has 
come out of the doldrums with a 


_ boom in the past four weeks. Strong 


$38,000 in the offing. Last week, ‘Bell’ 
(20th) and vaude, neat $30,100. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Blackwell’ (WB). Heading to okay 
$5,500 on male trade for the prison 


yarn. Last week, ‘Love Affair’ 
(RKO), repeated in loop to fine 
$6,200 


Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40-55 )— 
‘Saint Strikes’ (RKO) and ‘Son Is 
Criminal’ (U), plus vaude. Back to 
doubles and looks for good enough 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Crowded Hours’ 
(RKO) and vaude, managed $13,700, 
all right. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Smart Girls’ (U) and vaude, In 
here for at least two weeks on the 
opening pace. Getting away on ini- 
tial session to $23,000, hearty coin. 
Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO), finished 
excellent three-week gallop to com- 
fortable $12,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Dodge City’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Fourth week in the loop and on its 
second week this house will 
garner satisfactory $8,500, after get- 
ting splendid $10,400 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Third Nation’ (Par) and vaude. 
Steady draw indicates $13,000, okay. 
Last week, ‘Musketeers’ (20th) and 
vaude, nifty $14,100. 

United Artists (B&K) (UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Serenade’ (M-G). 
Opened Saturday (29) and evidences 
alight pull at take of $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Heights’ (UA) slid ly to 
finish two-weeker to fairish $10,100. 


‘CONQUEST; 6146, 
CINCY PLEASER 


Cincinnati, May 2. 
Returns by and large for down- 
town houses currently at fair level. 
Shubert is getting pleasing biz on 
‘Man of Conquest’ and ‘Zenobia’ is 
doing okay by Keith’s. A b.o. dis- 
appointer, ‘I’m from Missouri,’ was 
jerked out of the Palace after fourth 








- day, Monday (1). Opening of ‘Con- 


fessions of a Nazi Spy’ was moved 

up to today (Tuesday) for replace- 

ment. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Gra- 
ham Bell’ (20th). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Dark Victory’ (WB), 
_very good $14,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB). Moveover 
wm Albee for second week. Fair 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Midnight’ (Par) 
(2d run), mild $4,000. 

_Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30)—‘In- 
side Story’ (20th) and ‘North Yukon’ 
(Col), split with ‘Risky Business’ 
(U) and ‘King Underworld’ (WB). 
Normal $2,200. Ditto last week on 
Pardon Nerve’ (20th) and ‘Prison 
Train’ (Ind), split with ‘King China- 
town’ | Per) and ‘Mystery White 

m 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Mid- 
night (Par). Transferred from Capi- 
tol for third run. N.s.h. $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Dodge City’ (WB) (3d run), 
excellent $3,400. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
Zenobia’ (UA). Okay $5,000. Last 
Week, ‘Baskervilles’ (20th), eight 
days, good $5,500. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘East 
— Heaven’ (Par). Moved from 
Lalace for second week. Neat $5,000. 

St week, ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) (2d 
Tun), slow $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Mis- 
ey (Par). Slow going. Yanked 

er fourth day, Monday (1), Re- 


placed by advanced showing of ‘Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy’ (WB). Sorry 
$4,500 for the Bob Burns pic. Last 
week, ‘East Side Heaven’ (U), good 
$11,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep). Pleasing 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) 
(3d wk), fair $3,800, bringing $18,800 
for the three-week run. 


BETTE HOT 6146 
IN HORSEY 
LVILLE 


Louisville, May 2. 

Spring race meet opened at 
Churchill Downs Saturday (29) and 
downtown houses are dolled up for 
race visitors, with sweet lineup of 
product. National reopened for a 
week’s run of horse pics, ‘Long Shot’ 
and ‘Great Guy,’ reissues, and Loew’s 
State has a natural in ‘King of Turf.’ 

The story of ‘Vernon and Irene 
Castle,’ at the Rialto is zooming into 
a bumper gross currently, and ‘Dark 
Victory,’ at Mary Anderson, looks 
set to cop some coin and linger for 
a spell. Bette Davis has a strong 
following here and is making the 
wicket hum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,500; 15-30-40)—‘Heights’ (UA) and 
‘Kid Texas’ (M-G). After successful 
slanza three weeks ago at Loew’s 
State, ‘Heights’ should find nice 
going and payoff okay $1,900. Last 
week, “Three Smart Girls’ (U) and 
‘Risky Business’ (U), in third down- 
town week, wound up with fairish 
$1,600. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘Cafe Society’ 
(Par). Sharing in general spurt and 
should manage good $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col) and ‘Hap- 
pened One Night’ (Col) (revivals), 
split with ‘Great Man Votes’ (RKO) 
and ‘Newsboys’ Home’ (U), oke 
$1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 
‘King Turf’ (UA). Aiming at $5,000, 
poor. Last week, ‘Ice Follies’ (M-G) 
and ‘Prison Bars’ (UA), fair $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) — ‘Dark Victory’ (WB). 
Critics went to town on this one and 
lavished praises on Bette Davis, 
prime favorite in this town. Cer- 
tainty to hold. Pointing towards 
= $6,500. Last week, ‘Dodge 

ity’ (WB), in third week at this 
house, chalked up mild $2,600. 

Bialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Castles’ (RKO) and ‘Almost 
Gentleman’ (RKO). Broke fast at 
the barrier and should pick up speed 
down the stretch. At current pace 
should easily pass the finish line an 
$8,000 winner. Last week, ‘Man 
Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Woman Doctor’ 
(Rep), failed to hold up to expecta- 
tions. Mild $6,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40) —‘Flying Irishman’ (RKO) 
and ‘Saint Strikes Bac!.’ (RKO). 
Should manage fair $3,200. Last 
week, ‘Never Die’ (Par) and ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond’ (Par), mild $2,900. 


McDonald Day ’n’ Dating 
Seattle; ‘Heights,’ $4,100 


Seattle, May 2. 
Jeanette McDonald opens tomor- 
row (Wed.) at the Fifth Avenue in 
‘Broadway Serenade,’ and at night 
she’s at the Music Hall in song con- 
cert in person. ‘Serenade’ was 
booked in so as to take advantage 
of the buildup for the personal. 
Generally speaking the town is 
quiet. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 











(850; 32-37-42)—‘Bell’ (20th) and 
‘Sudden Money’ (Par), dual. Moved 
from Paramount and __ indicates 


moderate $2,400. Last week, ‘Castles’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint Strikes Back’ 
(RKO), eight days, $3,100, good. 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Huck Finn’ (M-G) 
and ‘Musketeers’ (20th). Looks poor 
at $2,200. Last week, ‘Tailspin’ 
(20th) and ‘Honolulu’ (M-G), $2,800, 


good. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 32-37-42)—Dark Vic- 
tory’ (FN) and ‘Society Lawyer’ 
(M-G) (2nd wk). Expect only mild 
$4,500. Last week, same films; $3,300, 
big. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-27-42)—‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA). Got preem opening and 
plenty of bally. Anticipated good 
$4,100. Last week, ‘Daughter’ (FN), 
third week, okay $1,600. 





Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 4 
Astor — ’Pygmalion’ 
(22d wk.). 
Capitol—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). 
Criterion—‘Big Town Czar’ (U) 
(3). 
(Reviewed in Varrety, April 26) 
Globe—‘King of the Turf’ (UA) 
(6). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 15) 
Hollywood—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d 
wk.). 


(M-G) 





Music Hall—‘East Side of 
Heaven’ (U). 

Paramount — ‘Lady’s from | 
Kentucky (Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO) | 
(5). 

Rivoli — ‘Wuthering Heights’ 


(UA) (4th wk.). 
Roxy — ‘Rose of Washington 
Square’ (20th) (5). 
Strand—‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy’ (2d wk.). 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Week of May 11 


Astor —’Pygmalion’ (M-G) 
(23d wk.). 

Capitol—‘Calling Dr. Kildare’ 
(M-G). 

Criterion— Hotel Imperial’ 
(Par). 


Globe—‘The Challenge’ (Film 
Alliance) (13). 

Hollywood—‘Juarez: (WB) (3d 
wk.). 

Music Hall — ‘East Side of 
Heaven’ (U) (2d wk.). 
(Reviewed in Variety, April 12) 

Paramount— Union  Pacilic 
(Par) (10). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rivoli — ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
(UA) (5th wk.). 

Roxy—Rose of Washington 
Square’ (20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy’ (WB) (3d wk.). 








(2,600; 32-37-42) ‘Baskervilles’ 
(20th) and ‘Culver’ (U). Indicated 
okay $4,800. Last week, ‘Dodge City’ 
WB) and ‘Winner All’ (20th), $3,800, 
good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42) —‘Mystery Plane’ (Mono) and 
‘Disbarred’ (Par) dual, plus vaude. 
Expect only $3,400, slow. Last week, 
‘Mexicalli’ (Rep) and ‘Wong’ (Mono), 
and vaude, $3,800, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘Hardys’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G). Anticipate 
fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Bell’ (20th) 
and ‘Sudden Money’ (Par), $5,800, 


ood. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and ‘Tom 
Sawyer’ (Par) (2d wk.). Looks like 
good $1,800. Last week, same films, 
es * $2,700. : 

ptown (Sterling) (800; 27-42)— 
‘Lady Vanishes’ (20th) (2d wk.). 
Okay $1,000. Last week, same film, 
big $1,900. 


CASTLES’ PLUS 
CUGAT TOP 
DET., 246 


Detroit, May 2. 
Looks like ‘Story of Vernon and 
Irene Castle,’ plus Xavier Cugat 
band on stage, at the Fox, will have 
things pretty much to themselves. 
Otherwise biz just fair. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Romance of Redwoods’ (Col) plus 
‘Winner Take All’ (20th). Around 
$4,500, okay. Last week good $6,800) 
for ‘Love Affair’ (RKO) (2d run) 
plus ‘Boy Slaves’ (RKO). 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
65)—‘The Castles’ (RKO) with Xav- 
ier Cugat’s band on stage. Matinees, 
off, but building at night for prob-| 
able $24,000, good. Last stanza tepid | 
$19,000 for ‘Alexander Bell’ i 
plus stage show. | 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 
30-40-65 )—‘Sergeant Madden’ (M-G) | 
plus ‘Lady’s from Kentucky’ (Par). 
Doesn't figure to get more than $12,- 
000, fair. Last session ‘Dark Vic- | 
tory’ (WB) and ‘Kid Texas’ (Par), | 
pulled disappointing $14,000. _ 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,-| 
000; 30-40-50)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) | 
(2d run) and ‘Within the Law’ (M-! 
G). Bette Davis opus moved here | 
after sesh at Michigan; looks like | 
$8,500, pretty good. Last week about | 
$9,500, nice, for ‘Dodge City’ (WB) 
(2d run) and ‘Sudden Money’ (Par). 
Former film moved here atter nice) 
sesh at the Michigan. 

United Artists ‘(United Detroit) | 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Hardys’ ‘(M-G).) 
Although Detroit locale of picture) 
has been plugged heavily, opening | 
stanza of new Hardy series was bit) 
disappointing at $14,000. Looks like 














about $10,000, good, currently. 





| would be a normal take. 


Bway Under Pressure, But ‘Nazi 


Strong $45,000; Eleanor Powell Ups 


‘Tee’ to Slick 


326; ‘Juarez Good 





With a lull having fallen over; 
Broadway, capped Sunday (30) by| 
opening of the Fair, only the more} 
meritorious of the current pictures 
are withstanding the general public | 
apathy. Those that are doing well| 
are estimated to be running at least 
10°, and maybe more under what} 


Things began slowing up for un- 
accountable reasons Thursday (27). 


it was away under expectations con- 
sidering that favorable weather pre- 
vailed. The dip on Sunday was deep, 
with Broadway dead most of the day. 


afternoon when a drizzle began and 


to normal, but still wasn’t good. 


| Aside from the Fair’s opening Sun- 
| day (30), managerial opinion is that 


the sluggishness at boxoffices which 
set in Thursday (27) was caused 
partly by plans to attend the Fair 
and saving of dough toward that. 
Also not enough out-of-towners here 
yet. 

Two Warner pictures, ‘Nazi Spy’ 
and ‘Juarez,’ latter on a roadshow 
run, are bucking conditions effective- 
ly. ‘Spy’ came into the Strand Fri- 
day (28) and opened good. Plain- 
clothes men were parked inside the 
house and cops were on duty out- 
side but nothing happened except ap- 
plause and hissing. Getting the best 
part of weekend business available, 
‘Spy’ will hit $45,000 or close on its 
first week, 

‘Juarez’ had an invited-audience 
premiere Tuesday night (25). But- 
tressed by a good advance sale, it 
has obtained lively $19,000 on the 
first six days ending Monday night 
(1), Picture received excellent no- 
tices. Capacity at the Hollywood, 
where current, is $25,897 on the week. 


The State is up in the higher brack- 
ets also, and ‘Wuthering Heights’ is 
holding its own admirably, latter on 
its third week at the Rivoli looking 
about $28,000 in spite of general leth- 
argy. The picture dipped with the 
street Thursday and Friday, but got 
a good play Saturday (29). It again 
dropped down on Sunday (30) with 
the opening of the Fair, but not as 
much as many other shows. 

It’s Eleanor Powell who’s drawing 
at the second-run State, where the 
gross will be about $32,000; the pic- 
ture with her—a fizzle at the Capitol 
first run—is ‘Ice Follies’, 

Paramount is weathering the storm 
satisfactorily with ‘Lady's From Ken- 
tucky’ and a stage show including 
Henry Busse, Lanny Ross, Shirley 
Ross and Hal LeRoy. The first week. 
finished last night (Tues.), was 
$35,000, with a premiere of ‘Union 
Pacific tossed in, and second (final) 
stanza begins today (Wed.). 

Both ‘Cisco Kid’ and ‘Man of Con- 
quest’ are disappointments. The for- 
mer will hardly hit $20,000 and thus 
gets but one week, while ‘Cisco Kid’ 
won't get $30,000. ‘Kid’ also scrams 
after just one week, ‘Rose of Wash- 
en a vod —— Friday (5). 

y Night’ moves int 

aw (Thurs. ). i Ps 
nother caught in the slum 

Dark Victory,’ which ends its *.. 
ond week at the Music Hall tonight 
(Wed.). The picture will be lucky 
to top $70,000 on the holdover after 
a disappointing Sunday take. ‘East 
Side of Heaven,’ obtained from Uni- 
versal with the Riv releasing it from 
its books, opens here tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). A part of this deal by U 
is giving the Riv ‘The Mikado,’ 
which was to have gone into the 
Astor. ‘Pygmalion’ remains at latter 
for a while as a result, with ‘Good- 
bye, Mr. Chips’ opening May 16, 

‘Streets of New York’ will get no 
more than $6,000 at the Globe, pretty 
slow. A bitter pill is ‘Blondie Meets, 
the Boss’ which will be this side of 
a poor $5,000 at the Criterion. The 





Rialto is in the dumps, also. ‘Santa 
Fe Stampede’ and ‘All Over Town,’ 
latter reissue, were withdrawn after 
three days at under $2,500 and 
‘Escape from Devil’s Island,’ another 
oldie, was rushed in Friday (28). 
Latter will no doubt be short of $5,- 
500 on the week. 
Estimates for this Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)— ‘Pyg- 
malion’ (M-G) (21st week). Still do- 
ing well, about $7,000 this week. 
Last stanza (20th), $7,500. Getting 
ready to move out with ‘Goodbye, 
Mr. Chips’ (M-G) to follow on 
May 16. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-385-$1.25)— 
Man of Conquest’ (Rep). This pic- 
ture, most important first run on 
Broadway for Republic to date, had 
to come in at the wrong time; con- 
ditions will hold it to $20,000 tops, 


‘ 


| disappointing but not so bad. Last 


week ‘Hardy's Ride High’ (M-G) (2d 
week), under $15,000, a big drop 
from the first lap’s take of nearly 


$25,000. 
Criterion (1.662; 25-40-55)— 
‘Blondie Meets Boss’ (Col). Very 


poor at less than $5,000. Last week 


| $2.20 )\—‘Juarez’ 


In some spots Saturday (29) was al 
satisfactory day, but on the whole, | 


There was a slight pickup late in the} 


‘Backdoor to Heaven’ (Par), $5,500. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55) — ‘Streets 
of New York’ (Mono). This one 
|looks only about $6.000, disappoint- 
ing. The third (final) week for 
‘Prison Without Bars’ (UA) was 


$6,700, good. 

Hollywood (1,454: 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
(WB) (2d week), 
Begins second stanza today on twice- 
daily basis, with three shows Satur- 
days and Sundays. Premiered Tues- 
day night (25) before invited audi- 
ence, picture on first six days has 
gotten good $19,000. The preem was 
elaborate and well handled. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Castles’ 
(RKO) (2d run) and ‘Family Next 
Door’ (U) (1st run), dualed. This 


the night business got a little closer |COmbo points to around $8.500. okay. 


|Last week ‘Love Affair’ (RKO) and 
|‘Can’t Get Away with Murder’ (WB), 
| both 2d run, $8.200. 
| Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
|__‘Lady’s From Kentucky’ (Par) and 
Henry Busse, Lanny Ross, Shirley 
Ross and Hal Le Roy in person (2d 
week). Final week (2d) begins to- 
day (Wed.) after first seven days of 
$35,000, aided by preview last night 
(Tues.) of ‘Union Pacific.’ This is 
satisfactory going in view of things. 
In ahead, third week of ‘Midnight’ 
and Tommy Dorsey band was 
$28,000, very good. 

Radio City Music Hall (5.980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) 


and stage show (2d-final week). 
Caught in the current jam, looks 
doubtful of topping $70.000, okay 


though under hopes. The first week 
was $90,000, good. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Escape 
from Devil’s Island’ (Col) (reissue). 
Thought being to cash in on pub- 
licity attending withdrawal of ‘Devil’s 
Island’ (WB), this revival was 
brought in Friday (28). but not do- 
ing well, under $5,500 indicated. 
‘Santa Fe Stampede’ (Rep) and ‘All 
Over Town’ (Rep) (revival), pulled 
after three days at less than $2,500. 

Rivoli (2.092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (3d week). 
Affected a little by a phlegmatic 
Broadway, but still very formjdable 
b.o. at around $28,000. Last week 
(2d) was $38,000, excellent. Con- 
tinues indef, with “The Mikado’ (U) 
to follow, probably around June 1. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Cisco 
Kid’ (20th) and stage show. Away 
poorly Friday (28), the week. will 
probably end at this side of $30,000, 
unfavorable. Last week, fourth for 
‘Bell’ (20th). was $23.500, o. k. 

State (3.450: 35-55-75)—‘Ice Fol- 
lies’ (M-G) (2d run) and Eleanor 
Powell. Dancer’s personal teasing 
the pocketbooks onen for a likely 
“32.000 week, very good. Last week, 
‘Stagecoach’ (UA) (2d run) and 
George Givot, plus Eddie DeLange 
band, $25,000. 

Strand (2,767: 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and Fred Waring 
band. Highly-ticklish subject mat- 
ter of this picture is proving good 
b.o., $45,000 or near to it. Although 
house was prepared for any trouble, 
with volice inside and outside, noth- 
ing happened beyond applause by 
some customers and hissing by 
xthers. Great majority of customers 
are men, An excellent ad campaign, 
designed to arouse. was put on by 
the theatre and Warners. Starts a 
second week Friday (5). The third 
and last week for ‘Dodee City’ and 
Guy Lombardo was $24,000, very 
good. A swell profit was run uv on 
that ew over 21 days, total being 





‘Okla. Kid,’ $3,700, Bright 
In Lincoln; Bette H.O. OK 


Lincoln, May 2. 
With everybody scampering to 
Omaha for the ‘Union Pacific’ cele- 
bration and a glimpse at the flicker 
stars, local film biz hit the toboggan. 


Warm weather didn’t help any, 
either. 
Nevertheless, ‘Dark Victorv,’ a 


hold«ver, and ‘Oklahoma Kid’ are 
tabbed as money-getters. 
Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1,000; 10-15- 
25)—'Get Away With Murder’ (WB) 
and ‘Fighting Thoroughbreds’ (Rep). 
Fairly good $1,200. Last week, 
‘Fauntleroy’ (UA) and ‘Blane China- 
town’ (WB), light $1,100. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 


15-20-25 )—‘Frontiersmen’ (Par) and 
‘Marry’ (RKO). Won't go over 
$1,300, light Last week. ‘Basker- 


villes’ (20th), profitable $1,600. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40)—‘Love Affair’ (RKO). Forti- 
fied with good names; okay $3,800. 
Last week, ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G), nice 
$3.600. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1.900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB). Will 
rake in strong $3,700. Last week, 
‘Bell’ (20th). good $3,400 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1.100: 10-25- 
35)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Knocked off $3.800 last week, fine, 
and may score $3,300 this week, also 
good. 
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Omaha, Noisy Host, 
Welcomes 250,000 


For ‘U. P.’ Premiere 


Omaha, May 2. 

Omaha surprised itself, visiting 
Hollywood was amazed and Para- 
mount roared a resounding approval 
a: ‘Union Pacific’ was given its 
world premiere here Friday (28) ac- 
companied by a four-day civic cele- 
bration. 


With Cecil B. De Mille, Barbara 
Stanwyck, Lynne Overman, Robert 
Preston, Brian Donlevy and Anthony 
Quinn from the cast present; the 
governors of three states on hand; 
a uost of Paramount officials and the 
board of directors of the Union Pa- 
cific railroad in attendance, this 
town went overboard to show how 
the midwest stages premieres. 











It was a new high all the way). 


around. More than ‘00,000 men, 
women and children attired them- 
selves in whiskers, bustles and long 
dresses. There were parades, one 
when the visiting dignitaries arrived 
by special train from Hollywood; an- 
other historical parade anc one for 
just the bewhiskered gentry. 


A banquet for 3,000 held in the 
huge Ak-Sar-Ben coliseum. was 
served in 18 minutes, a record, te 
further amaze the visitors. 


The law worked 18-hour shifts to 
handle the crowds of 25{,000 which 
lined the streets for blocks to wit- 
ness the parades. They traveled in 
from miles around for a glimpse at 
the movie stars and to wear grand- 
pa’s and grandma’s old clothes. 


President Roosevelt pressed a tele- 
graph key on his desk Wednesday 
(27) to start the populace cele- 
brating. The visitors arrived Thurs- 
day, and Friday was the big pre- 
miere. A costume ball closed the 
doings Saturday at the coliseum 
while thousands danced to Vincent 
Lopez and his orchestra piped to 
the downtown streets, 


Three theatres, the Omaha, Or- 
pheum and Paramount, presented the 
film. The Orpheum set a record 
with a second showing at midnight 
to help handle the crowds. 


Barney Balaban, president of Par- 
amount, and Neil Agnew, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of sales, flew from 
New York. Also from Paramount’s 
organization came Terry Delapp, 
Robert M. Gillham, R. C. Libeau, Bill 
Pine, C. M. Reagan, Ray Copeland 
and Allen Usher. 


The Paramount lot sent George 
Raft, Lloyd Nolan, Evelyn Venable, 
Luana Walters, Margaret Roach, Pa- 
tricia Morison, Evelyn Luckey, Jan- 
ice Logan, Judith King, Evelyn 
Keyes, Sheila Darcy. 

A. H. Blank, Tri-State Theatre 
Corp. president; Ralph Branton, op- 
erators of the three Omaha theatres 
in which the premiere was staged, 
and J. H. Friedl, general manager 
of the Minnesota Amusement Co., 
represented the exhibitors. 

WOW Salutes ‘U.P.’ 


Civic minded WOW went all the 
way to cover the four-day celebra- 
tio. for the world premiere of 
‘Union Pacific’ here, devoting 30 
programs over a 10-day period to 
festivities. 


Foster May, the station’s news 
commentator and special events 
head, went to California to return 
with the special train, waxing inter- 
views which were aire’ daily. 


May set something of a record 
when he left the train at Ogden, 
Utah, flew to Omaha to fill a per- 
sonal appearance date for his spon- 
sor and then returned to Cheyenne 
to join the train. 


A~ NBC airing was picked up by 
WOW from Grand Island, Nebr., 
with May doing the work as the 
special neared Omaha on Thursday. 

The station aired the arrival of the 
visitors, covered the several parades 
and cut off commercials Thursday 
night to cover the Old Timers ban- 
quet, which 3,000 attended. 











During the 13-week period ending April 29 there 
were 123 features released by national distributors in 


the United States. Of this number 


run qualifications of satisfactory entertainment and 
The first figure is from Vartety’s film 
booking chart; the second total comes from the oper- 


boxoffice draft. 


ating head of one of the biggest affi 
cuits, 


Specifically, the theatre exec names the following 
films, from all companies, as meeting the requirements 
of first runs in important key cities where the appeal 


is to audiences of the better middle 


supporting boxoffice admissions ranging from 25c. to 


75c. The verdict: 


United Artists, ‘Made For Each Other,’ ‘Stagecoach’ 
and ‘Wuthering Heights’; Warners, ‘Wings of the Navy,’ 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ ‘Dodge City’ and ‘Dark 
Victory’; 20th-Fox, ‘Little Princess,’ 
and Friend,’ ‘Alexander Graham Bell’ and ‘Return of 
the Cisco Kid’; RKO-Radio, ‘Gunga Din,’ ‘Love Affair’ 
and ‘The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle’; Metro, 
‘Pygmalion’ and ‘The Hardys Ride High’; Paramount, 
‘Cafe Society’ and ‘Midnight’; Universal, ‘Three Smart 


Girls Grow Up.’ 


What then of the balance? Some 


in second run and small town houses. 


Finn’ is an example in this category, 


son for its strength in the lesser spots and its uniform 
weakness in first runs is a show-business puzzle, he 
In the main, however, the dramatic material 
selected for filming in Hollywood, he thought, failed 
to measure to the requirements of audience taste. 


said 


It was the suggestion of this operat 





By John C. Flinn 





only 19 met first 


liated theatre cir- 


class, capable of 


billing.’ 


‘Wife, Husband 


run houses. 
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MANSHI 


action be taken by producing, distributing and exhibit- 
ing units to conduct a progressive survey into film 
marketing conditions and into the field of public re- 
lations of the industry at large. 


‘While I do not believe it is possible for a film pro- 
ducer to interview a hundred or a thousand persons 
and obtain suggestions of the type of story to film, I 
do believe that such inquiries would point out some 
pitfalls to avoid,’ one 
the most constructive angles of such an investigation, 
properly conducted, would be information with regard 
to theatre operating policies and whether there is op- 
portunity to improve public relations in that regard. 
I have particularly in mind 


he said. ‘On the other hand one of 


the question of double- 


In the view of this theatre man the film industry is 
entering a period of radical transition and change, in- 
dications of which may be readily found in the wide 
variance of public film likes. 
towards a constantly increasing discrimination at first 
Audiences are shopping for their enter- 
tainment in greater numbers today than ever before. 


The trend, he said, was 


Such a condition may be of vital concern to the indi- 


of them did well 
‘Huckleberry 


although the rea- production 


‘Union Pacific.’ 
or that some joint 


vidual film producer in Hollywood but it is piling on 
additional difficulties to the many which already face 
executives 
large studio turning out a diversified program. 

Most encouraging happenings in recent weeks, he 
said, was the revival of exploitation and showmanship 
on the scale used at the premieres of ‘Dodge City’ and 
These campaigns have awakened some 
interest in films generally, he believed. 


handling the details of any 





PHILLY GETTING SET 
FOK BIG ‘U.P.’ SENDOFF 


Philadelphia, May 2. 
One of the most extensive local 
exploitation campaigns ever given a 





picture here will get under way for | 


‘Union Pacific’ next Monday (8), 
when the Union Pacific special pulls 
into Pennsylvania station. Train 
which is touring the country consists 
of a 70-year-old woodburning loco- 
motive, new 5,000 horse-power steam 
electric locomotive, first passenger 
coach ever made in the United 
States, plus other old coaches. On 





| D.C. Trailer for U. P 


Washington, May 2. 

| Even the White House and Con- 
| gress were roped in for the buildup 
'for ‘Union Pacific,’ one of the best 
| publicity grabs in recent years. 

Ballyhoo was slipped into the staid 
Congressional Record when Senator 
Edward R. Burke, Democrat, of 
Nebraska, hailed Cecil B., DeMille as 
a great contributor to historical 
archives and handed the film many 
verbal bouquets. Day before, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt did the customary 
telegraph key pressing to open the 
Omaha celebration. Aside from fairs 





board will be several players from 
the film in costume. 


Newspaper critics, columnists, ra- 
dio commentators and exhibs have 
been invited by Earl W. Sweigert, 
local Par manager, to luncheon on 
the train. David Weshner and 
Everett Callow of Warner Bros. cir- 
cuit are arranging to plaster the 
town with paper announcing the ar- 
rival of the old locomotive and cars. 

Tie-ups have been effected with 
national advertisers. 


McManus Pulls Good 
Stunts at Midland 


Kansas City, May 2. 

John McManus, manager of the 
Midland theatre, worked out a con- 
test for some effective notice among 
high schoolers for approaching show- 
ing of the new Hardy film. In 2 con- 
test among the eleven schools, Dor- 
othy Dennis of Paseo high was 
chosen for a ‘phone date’ with 
Mickey Rooney, who lined a personal 
call in from Hollywood. Stunt was 
good for heavy publicity in all of 
the schools’ papers for ten days in 
advance, reaching element most in- 
terested in the series in their own 
environment. 


McManus also arranged for a 
single p.a. of Judy Garland at the 
Midland last Friday night. Learning 
that the singer was en route through 
from some p.a.’s in the Exust, he timed 
his schedule with the railroad to 
allow for a ten-minute guest ap- 
pearance during the train stop. Also 
worked in transcription for station 
WHB and several interviews during 
the forty-five minute stop. Singer 
appeared at the 9 p.m. show to build 
opening day take. 





Turrou at Temple U. 
Philadelphia, May 2. 


Everett Callow, Warner exploita- 
tion chief here, arranged a busy day 








Meeting of the board o directors | 
of the Union Pacific railroad, held | 
for the first time in Omaha, was 
broadcast Friday (28) and May was 
master of ceremonies at the pre- 
miere Friday night. Station carried 
on through Saturday by airings Vin- 
cent Lopez and band from the cos- 
tume ball, closing event on the pro- 
gram. 


today for Leon G. Turrou, former 
G-man, whose book is basis of ‘Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy.’ Callow starts 
Turrou off with a. breakfast for the 
press—first time it’s ever been tried 
here—and then went on to a recep- 
tion in City Hall, a lecture to Tem- 
ple University students, a broadcast 
over KYW, a reception by the B'nai 
Brith, and a personal appearance at 


jthe Stanley, where the film opens 


Besides May there were John Gil- | tomorrow. 


lin, Jr., general manager; 


man working on the broadcasts. 


Harry | 
Burke, Lyle DeMoss and Bill Wise-| way here a week ago when Lya Lys 


‘Spy’ press campaign got under 


was entertained at a cocktail party. 





and expositions, the White House al- 
most never takes part in commercial 
exploitation in this way. 


WB’s New Field Bally 
Setup; Lee Blumberg 
In Charge of Division 


A new setup in the Warner field 
exploitation department was organ- 
ized by Charlie Einfeld prior to leav- 
ing for the Coast Friday (28), with 
Lee Blumberg, who has headed the 
press-book division, placed in charge 
of all the company’s field exploiteers. 
Blumberg will function under Mort 
Blumenstock, who heads combined 
publicity advertising duties from the 
eastern end. 

Dick Hylan, from h.o. publicity 
department, has been promoted to 
post of exploiteer for the southern 
district with headquarters at Dallas 
under district mgr. Fred Jack. He 
replaces Allan Glenn, with Warners 
at Dallas for many years. 

Another promotion is that of Mon- 
roe Rubinger, who takes over Kan- 
sas City, in charge of exploitation on 
the newly-formed ‘prairie district’ 
under the supervision of district 
mgr. Rud Lohrenz, Other exploita- 
tion divisions remain the same. 


Goldwyn Gives Preem 
That Personal Touch 


Seattle, May 2. 

‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) had 
plenty of exploitation aid for pre- 
miere Thursday night (27). Sammy 
Siegel, advance man for UA, ar- 
ranged for wires to be sent out of 
Hollywood signed by Samuel Gold- 
wyn inviting state, county and city 
officials, prominent citizens and 
school heads to the premiere at the 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen). 
Battery of kleigs and searchlighis 
brightened things up and gave color 
to the opening. 

Costumes worn in film were shown 
at Bon Marche this week. Ron Kelly, 
house manager, and Siegel, person- 
ally contacted all English depart- 
ment heads at local high schools and 
placed the Hays office exhibits of 
the eight posters at libraries. Copy 
of short script was planted at local 
high school that has class in movie 
appreciation; 11 book stores and de- 
partments had displays, and 12,500 
postcards were mailed to opera, legit, 
repertory and blue bookers, calling 
attention to the film. 

















FILM AD MEN ARE 
TOLD TO WAKE UP 


Film advertisers might profit from 
experience of executives in the 
radio industry who have conducted 
surveys into public opinion, mem- 
bers of the Associated Motion Pic- 
ture Advertisers, Inc., were told this 
week by Dr. J. S. List, consultant 
on children’s programs at NBC. He 
said: ‘Motion pictures during their 
history of scarcely more than 35 
years have become established as 
one of the most important in- 
fluences of modern society with the 
possible exception of the newspaper. 
They have probably touched the 
lives of more people than any other 
of the major institutions of our 
times. It is probable that within the 
limits of their content their in- 
fluence has been even greater than 
that of the newspapers because the 
latter is favorable only to the liter- 
ate, while pictures may appeal to all 
except the relatively small number 
of blind. 

‘However, no one can say just how 
much social influence the motion pic- 
ture has had, although the volumes 
of writings on the subject will run 
into hundreds of titles. Opinion, bias, 
precedent, wish fulfilments and all 
the gamut of our producing agents 
have characterized many, if not 
most, of these. 

‘The important point I wish to 
make is that while you have at- 
tempted according to your rules and 
codes to repeat yourselves in your 
procedures to reach the public mind 
I firmly believe that today you are 
on the threshhold of having to re- 
trace your steps and begin to educate 
yourselves. You will have to learn 
to see that what has brought the 
public to the boxoffice over 35 years 
will no longer favor you for the 
rules are now outmoded. 

“It is the human contact, the un- 
derstanding of the emotional factors 
underlying the life of the city, the 
country, the village you will have to 
consider—the reconditioning of their 
minds by going into their homes and 
finding out what they want rather 
than making yourselves the summum 
bonum of all that you may believe 
they want. 

“You can no longer go into your 
studio and preview a picture and 
hope to come out with the secret of 
some open sesame. The present 
period calls for research, such as all 
large industries today are devoting 
their money and energy to. When 
you do this, your research will then 
become the answer determined by 
scientific methods to the questions 
‘What?’ and ‘Why?’ The broadcast- 
ing stations have gone into the vil- 
lage and the country and the city, 
have brought men and women to the 
microphone and have discussed their 
individual problems. And the radio 
today is all the better for it. Radio 
has learned what you so far have 
been blind to, that everything that 
progresses, outgrows.” 





Lesser Starts Breen 
Hollywood, May 2. 
Sol Lesser got back into produc- 
tion on the RKO lot with the Bobby 
Breen starrer, ‘Way Down South.’ 


————- 
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Advertisers Shy At 
‘Nazi Spy’ Billboards; 
Tie-In With Legion 


Atlantic City, May 2, 

For the first time in many moons 
the local Warner theatres outfit 
have stepped out and are putting up 
a real pre-campaign for ‘Confessions 
of a Nazi Spy’ with plenty of paper 
all over the city. 

Paper placing was not any too 
easy, as plenty of places objected to 
the big swastika on the stuff and 
billposter Harry Himmels was hard 
put to get up his generous showing. 
Also on billboards were the posters 
of the ‘Americanization Day’ of the 
American Legion. The swastika 
paper was put up right next to it in 
many places. 


PASS GRABBERS MUST 
CARRY FILM BANNERS 


New Orleans, May 2. 

Gar Moore, Liberty theatre ex- 
ploiteer, landed free space for 
‘Blondie Meets the Boss’ in The New 
Orleans States despite agreement 
among four papers here to ban out 
and out publicity. Moore tied-up 
picture with comic strip which the 
paper carries daily. 

Moore sold editor idea of carrying 

story and picture of pass winners to 
see flicker. He had ‘sandwich man’ 
offer free passes to passersby on 
main stem who had nerve enough 
to take sign he was carrying, wear 
it themselves and walk to the thea- 
tre, several block distant. 
As soon as one sign was taken an- 
other was substituted. Stunt clicked 
and States went for it to thé tune 
of a three column cut and story. 


Standard Boosts May 
Films in Fiesta Drive 


Oklahoma City, May 2. 

Standard Theatres, operating four 
downtown and a number of nabe 
houses are breaking a ‘May Movie 
Hit Fiesta’ campaign boosting prod- 
uct to be shown at the houses dur- 
ing the month. The theme of the 
campaign is being spread through 
the use of every promotion medium 
in the city with twenty billboards 
being used solely for an institutional 
campaign to boost movie-going here 
during May. Copy refers to no spe- 
cific theatre or picture but boosts 
the fine line-up of films available 
at all theatres during the ‘Fiesta.’ 
Other outlets being used by Walter 
Shuttee, Pat Patchen and Jimmy 
Birge for the company include 
printed matter to be sent by direct 
mail to every householder in the city 
this week, a half-hour radio variety 
show on WKY, top station here, 
which will contain recordings by 
stars sent from Hollywood extend- 
ing personal greetings to Oklahoma 
City movie fans for the Fiesta, a 
special DeLuxe trailer being shown 
in all Standard houses preferred es- 
pecially for the occasion by National 
Screen Service, lobby displays, rib- 
bons on ushers and cashiers, spe- 
cial programs for the youngsters, an 
entire spread of two pages of co- 
operative ads at the start of the cam- 
paign and other usual mediums of 
promotion. 


Real Madden Sees Film 


Indianapolis, May 2. 
Ward Farrar and Orville Crouch, 
of Loew's, did some good detective 
work on their own to plug ‘Sergeant 
Madden’ (M-G). Managed to locate 
a Sergeant John Madden, member of 
the Indianapolis police force for 25 
years, matching in name the moniker 
used in the pic by Wallace Beery. 
The real copper was invited to see 
a preview of the pic, but the music 
lulled him to sleep, so he went to 
the theatre to see how his namesake 
caught the crooks in the movie game 
of cops and robbers. News cart! 
pictures of both Sergeant Maddens 
in two column spread with story. 


Sport Films for Press 


Philadelphia, May 2. 

Frank McNamee, local RKO chief, 
was host to sports editors and golfers 
last week at a special screening of 
sports shorts. 
Scribes and pill-drivers viewed 
‘Smooth Approach,’ ‘Golfing Broth- 
ers, ‘Big Leaguers’ and 














Bernard Vorhaus is directing. 
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Mpls. Plenty Blue Despite Top Pix; | 


Victory Good $8,000; ‘Stagecoach’ 4146 
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Minneapolis, May 2. 

Headaches are the order of the day 
in the loop. Strongest lineup of film 
attractions in any one week within 
recent memory is unable to produce 
a single big gross. Every house, in- 
cluding even the double-featuring 
Astor, has what under normal con- 
ditions would be an ace turnstile 
clicker, but no single takings will get 
anywhere near the five-figure mark 
and total gross will be of modest 
proportions. 

Film array includes ‘Alexander 
Graham Bell,’ ‘Dark Victory,’ ‘Stage- 
coach,’ ‘Three Smart Girls Grow Up’ 
(in its third week), ‘Ecstasy’ (also 
in its third week), ‘Zenobia,’ ‘Jane 
Arden’ and ‘Flying Irishman.’ ‘Vic- 
tory’ is the best at the b.o. 

Unsatisfactory boxoffice results are 
being blamed on generally adverse 
business conditions due to unem- 
ployment, etc., and the first real 
spring-like warm weather. Even 
such a fine picture as ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ brodiea last week. Returns 
for ‘Three Smart Girls’ during its 
fortnight at the Century fell far un- 
der expectations and were consid- 
erably less than Deanna Durbin of- 
ferings usually garner here. 


Harry Hirsch’s stock burlesque at 
the Gayety shut up shop for the 
summer last Thursday (27), several 
weeks earlier than usual. The 
omens closed its roadshow season 
er with ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
ye.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Jane Arden’ (WB) and ‘Irishman’ 
(RKO), dual first-runs. In for six 
days. Good combo for this house, 
but takings nothing to write home 
about. Fair $1,800. Last week, 
‘Crowded Hours’ (RKO) and ‘Sudden 
Money’ (Par), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) and 
‘Almost Gentleman’ (RKO), also 
first-runs, $1,600, mild. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB). High- 
ly publicized and widely heralded 
and acclaimed picture getting good 
$8,000 and holds. Last week, ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) (2d wk), $5,000, 
fair after good $8,000 first week. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Zenobia’ (UA). Extra heavy adver- 
tising campaign for this one. Very 
well liked, too, but results are not 
fommensurate. Not likely to go 
bove light $1,800. Last week, ‘Let 
Live’ (Col), $2,000 for six days, light. 

Granade (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Wife, 
Husband’ (20th). Fair $1,200 indi- 
) sar yr Takes over Uptown policy of 

rst surburban showing of ‘A’ pic- 
tures until Uptown, damaged by fire, 
reopens. ‘Wife Husband’ (20th), 
fair $1,200 indicated. Last week, 
‘Trade Winds’ (UA), at Uptown, $2,- 
000, fairly good, 

Orpheum (Par-Singer ) (2,800; 25- 
35-40) — ‘Stagecoach’ (UA). Fine 
pieture should profit by critics’ 
oo a and word-of-mouth boosting, 

ut initial returns have been disap- 

ointing. En route to mild $4,500. 
Fast week, ‘Missouri’ (Par) and 
ayne King band and revue on 
stage, very big $17,500, with King 
and his show entirely responsible. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-40) 

‘Graham Bell’ (20th). Far from 

OxOffice smash here. Critics and 
customers raving, but traveling at 
slow $5,000 pace. Last week, 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA), $6,000, ex- 
tremely disappointing and several 
grand under initial 5 

Time (Gillman) (290; 25)—‘Ec- 
stasy’ (Foreign) (2d run) (3rd_ wk). 
Tapering off after very profitable 
Tun and bows out. Weak 
in prospect. Last week, $1,200; fine 
after very big $2,500 first week. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
~Three Smart Girls’ (U) (3rd wk). 
Moved here from Century for ex- 
tension of loop first run. Looks like 
only $1,000, poor. Last week, ‘Am- 
Phytrion’ (Foreign), $500, very poor. 


‘ULP.,’ Big $7,500, Cashing 
In on Portland Bally 


Portland, Ore., May 2. 

Union Pacific,’ at the Paramount, 

is the colossal biz-getter, answering 

to a natural build-up. Another 

heavy winner is ‘Dark Victory,’ 

which got raves and is paying divi- 
dends for Parker’s Broadway. 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Dark Victory’ (FN) and ‘Wife’s 
Relatives’ (Rep). Great first week at 
$7,000, and due to stay for a long run. 
Last week, ‘Madden’ (M-G) and 
saaniy Next Door’ (U), average 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
30-35-40)—Midnight’ (Par) and 
Missing Men’ (Rep). ‘Midnight’ 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
», | ee $1,552,500 
(Based on 25 cities, 172 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
Ns F.2 





Total Gross Same Week 
BOGE WOR ciccccccas $1,278,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 156 theatres) 
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moved here after strong stanza at the 
Paramount. Good $3,000. Last week 
(2d), ‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) and 
‘King Turf’ (UA), nice $2,100 in six 
days. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40) —‘Baskervilles’ 
(20th) and ‘Sudden Money’ (Par). 
Nice $6,000. Last week, ‘Castles’ 
(RKO) and ‘Secret Service Ajr’ 
(WB), held 10 days for heavy biz 
totaling $8,500. 


Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par). Natural winner climaxing 


wow buildup. Terrific $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Midnight’ (Par) and ‘King 
Chinatown’ (Par), good $5,800, and 
moved to Mayfair. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)—-‘West 
Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Frontiersman’ 
(Par) (2d run). Okay $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Dark Rapture’ (U) and ‘Ken- 
tucky’ (Par), good enough $1,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G). Winning $5,700. 
Last week, é 
(M-G) and ‘Within Law’ (M-G), fair 
$4,600). 


BUFF. BIZ BAD; 
‘VICTORY 
FAIR 146 


Buffalo, May 2. 
Grosses are off at all boxoffices 
here this week. Takings tumbled 


toward the end of last week and the 
weakness ig holding over noticeably. 
‘Victory,’ at the Buffalo, will come 
closest to satisfactory business, with 
‘Wuthering’ runner-up, although 
short of a really substantial showing. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB), Will just get 
A at $14,000. Last week, ‘Hardys’ 
(M-G), passable $15,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Inside Story 
(20th). Average $6,500. Last week, 
‘Baskervilles’ (20th) and ‘Winner 
Takes All’ (20th), fair $7,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
rE pp nmening | Heights’ (UA). Spe- 
cial preem Friday night (28). Fair 

500. Last week, ‘Broadway Sere- 
nade’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), 
poor $5,500. ae 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40 )—‘Mis- 
souri’ (Par) and ‘King Chinatown 
(Par). Business off at $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) (2d run) and 








‘Sudden Money’ (Par) (2d run), 
weak $5,400. 
Lafayette (Ind) (3,300; 25-35)— 


‘East Side Heaven’ (U) (2 wk) and 
‘Gambling Ship’ (U). Slowing up, 
but should get about par $7,000. Last 
week (5 days), neat $9,000. 


U.P.’ $14,000, TOPPING 
RECORD IN DENVER 


Denver, May 2. 

‘Union Pacific,’ at the Denham, and 
‘Hardys Ride High,’ at the Orpheum, 
both are doing terrific business. 
‘Three Smart Girls,’ at the Denver, 
is also riding high. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Dodge City’ (WB), after a week at 
the Denver. Very nice $5,000. Last 
week this was a subsequent run. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G) and ‘So- 
ciety Lawyer’ (M-G), after a week 
at the Orpheum. Fair $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) and ‘Fisher- 
man’s Wharf’ (RKO), after two 
weeks 2t Orpheum, good $3,000. __ 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par). House 
records being smashed, with $14,000, 
sensational, in sight. Last week, 
‘Never Die’ (Par), in face of severe 
competition, was okay at $5,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Three Smart Giris’ (U). Getting 
big $11,000. Last week, ‘Dodge 
City’ (WB), big $13,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Made Her 
Spy’ (RKO). Very big $11,500. Last 
week, ‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G) 








‘Broadway Serenade’|T 
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and ‘Society Lawyer’ 
$8,700. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Ambush’ (Par) and ‘Secret Service 
Air’ (WB). Fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Baskervilles’ (20th) and ‘Women 
Wind’ (WB), very good $5,000. 
Rialte (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Bask- 
ervilles’ (20th) and ‘Everybody’s 
Baby’ (20th). Fair $1,500. Last week, 
‘Little Princess’ (20th), after a week 
at each Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), good $2,500. 


(M-G), fair 
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BETTE, $18,000, 
BESTIN | 
PHILLY 
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Philadelphia, May 2. 

Decent break on weather over the 
week end and a fairly good lineup 
of product in all the deluxers is 
giving some impetus to the b.o.’s this 
canto, Comparative upturn is evi- 
dent at most houses, varying in de- 
gree with the attraction. Topper 
for strength among the new arrivals 
is ‘Dark Victory,’ at the Boyd. Crix 
were unanimous in their praise for 
the Bette Davis starrer and word-of- 
mouth is likewise doing much for it. 
Certain of another week, mebbe two. 

‘Castles’ got away slowly at the 
Stanley and continues at a molasses 
pace. Originally set for two weeks, 
it’s closing today (Tuesday) after 
only four days of the second ses- 
sion, ‘Nazi Spy’ comes in tomor- 


Ow. 

‘Wuthering Heights,’ in its third 
week at the Aldine, is still going 
along niftily at better than $8,000. 
It’s set for another lap. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (3d wk.). 
Continuing as one of the season’s 
top draws at strong $8,000 and as- 
sured of another stanza. Last week 
hit smart $10,000 after a strong $15,- 


000 in the opener. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB). Opened Fri- 
day (28) and got right off to a power- 
ful start. Will get socko $18,000 for 
the lap and one more gallop certain. 
Last week ‘Hardys’ (M-G) got the 
advantage of eight-day run to put 
the house back on Friday preem pol- 
icy, but clicked off less than $15,000, 


mediocre. Bad weather hurt dur- 
| the week. 
arle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42)— 


‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) (3d run). 
So-so $5,800. Last week ‘Love Af- 
fair’ (M-G) (3d run), rang up simi- 
lar figure. Former vaudfilmer may 
again see better days shortly with 
transfer of first-run and three-hour 
show policy from the smaller Pal- 
ace to the Earle, a logical step. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68 )— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and Tony Martin 
and Jimmy Joy’s orch on stage. 
Martin showing a lot less drawing 
power than on his last visit, but 
combo this sesh fairly satisfactory, 
nevertheless, at around $20,000. Last 
week ‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) and 
vaude, only $18,000, but showed sat- 


isfactory profit for the house under 
the slim stage nut. 
Karlton ) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 


‘Bell’ (20th) (2d run). Being aided 
somewhat by addition of a semi- 
feature, ‘The Crisis,’ but the combo 
will still manage to eke out only 
about $3,500, ns.h. Last week ‘Mid- 
night’ (Par), clicked nicely in the 
unusual position of a second week 
on a second run with $3,500. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 32-42-57)— 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) (2d run). Showing 
commendable drawing power at 
$5,200. Last week ‘East Side Heaven’ 
(U) (2d run) poor $3,400. 
_Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)—‘Mu- 
tiny on Elsinore’ (Argyle). Foreign- 
made indie, unusual for a midtown 
first-run, doing .satisfying $4,800. 
‘Last week ‘Away with Murder’ 
(WB), about same. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
‘Castles’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Poor biz 
on this inexplicable to exhibs, after 
getting large bouquets from the crix. 
Being held only four days of second 
sesh, with less than $6,000 in the till. 
Making way for ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) 
tomorrow (Wed.). Last week clicked 
off very disapvointing $14,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42)— | 
‘Streets New York’ (Mono). Rather 
satisfactory $4,500, with the crix 
no help. Last week ‘Dodge City’, 
(WB) went in this normal first- | 
run house for a second-run and came | 
out fine at $5,500. 


| 


ONLY ‘AFFAIR,’ $5,500, — 
HOT IN OKLAHOMA C. 


Oklahoma City, Mav 2. 

‘Love Affair’ is set for $5,500 at 
the Criterion as the only good draw 
among the first-run bills. Last week 
was so-so all around, except second 
week of ‘Dodge City,’ which was a 
smash at Plaza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) | 

—‘Love Affair’ (RKO). Good for' 











UP’ Rolling to Smash $22,000, Four 
Weeks Sighted; Durbin's ‘Girls’ Smart 
21G in 2 Houses, t reedom Slow 166 
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Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
es eee $311,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Weex 
Ft } . Seer er ee $226,200 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
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$5,500. Last week ‘Smart Girls’ (U), 
$5,300, pretty good. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)— 
‘Blackwell’ (WB) and ‘Sudden 
Money’ (Par), split with ‘Within 
Law’ (M-G) and ‘Beauty Asking’ 
(RKO). Good $2,600. Last week 
‘Crowded Hours’ (RKO) and ‘Girl 
Downstairs’ (M-G), split with ‘Risky 
Business’ (U) and ‘Pecks at Circus’ 
(RKO), $2,300, fair. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Missouri’ (Par). Only fair $4,000. 


(Stan) (750; 25-35-40)— 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) (2d wk.). In sec- 
ond week of moveover from Crite- 
rion, good $1,600. Last week same 
film, $3,200, smash, 


State (Noble) (1,100; 20-25)— 
‘Meade’ (Col) and ‘Tough Kid’ 
(Mono). Fair $2,000. Last week 


‘Spy Ring’ (Col) and ‘Adventuress’ 
(Col), $1,600, poor. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)—- 
‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G). N. g $1,800. 
oe week ‘Baskervilles’ (20th), poor 

1,800. 


‘HEIGHTS GOOD 
$32,000, TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


——_— 


Boston, May 2. 

Good news all around town, plus 
a couple surprises. Both ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ and ‘Castles’ held over after big 
opening frames. ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
is pulling good coin, but not the 
smash biz which expected, reissue of 
‘White Women’ is the other surprise, 
dragging in better than average coin 
on a dual bill. 

‘Union Pacific’ opens here Wednes- 
day (3), one day in advance of ar- 
rival of the special bally train. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘White Woman’ (Par), reissue, and 
‘Whispering Enemies’ (Col) (2nd 
run), dual, with vaude for four 
days; and ‘White Woman’ and ‘Beauty 
for Asking’ (RKO) (2nd run), dual, 
for three days. Headed for dandy 
$9,500. ‘White Woman’ held three 
extra days because of hefty b.o. re- 
action. Last week, ‘Let Live’ (Col) 
(2nd run) and ‘Peck’s Boy’ (RKO) 
(1st run), double, plus vaude for five 
days; and ‘My Son Criminal’ (Col) 
and ‘Tailspin’ (20th) both 3rd run), 
dual, for three days, fair $7,500. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—Dodge City’ (WB) (2nd run) 
and ‘Pardon Nerve’ (20th) (1st run), 
dual. Fair $6,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) and 
‘Eagle Hawk’ (Par) (re-issue), dual, 
swerved to $4,800. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )\—‘Castles’ (RKO) (2d wk.) 
and ‘Culver’ (U) (1st wk.). Aiming 
at good $18,000. Last week, ‘Castles’ 
and Walt Disney Revue, whammed 
through for $29,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—"Dark Victory’ (WB) and 
‘Sudden Money’ (Par), (2d wk.). 
Will grab off around $20,000 in six 
days. Opening week boomed the 
take to $31,600, socko. 

Orpheum (Loew (2,900; 25-35-40- 








55)-—‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) and 
‘Kid Texas’ (M-G). Making good 
showing, around $18,500. Last week, 
‘Each Other’ (UA) and ‘Within Law’ 
(M-G), dual, medium $16,000. 
Paramount (M&P) (1-,797; 25-35- 
40-55 )— Dodge City’ (WB) (2nd run) 
and ‘Pardon Nerve’ (20th) (1st run). 
Medium $8,000 gait. Last week, 
‘Lady’s Kentucky (Par) and ‘Eagle 
Hawk’ (Par) (reissue), so-so $7,000. 
Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) and 


|‘Stagecoach’ (UA) (both 2nd run). 


Okay $7,000. Last week, ‘Daughter’ | 
(WB) and ‘Baskervilles’ (20th) (hoth 
2nd run), okay $7,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Wuthering’ (UA) and ‘Kid Texas’ 
(M-G). Good $13,500 promised. 


Los Angeles, May 2. 

‘Union Pacific’ easily leads town 
on current stanza, opus being in first 
of hoped-for three or four week so- 
journ at the Paramount. Picture set 
new house record Sunday (30) by 
pulling $5,000 in four shows. Runner- 
up is ‘Three Smart Girls,’ which is 
cinched for second week at the RKO 
and Pantages. 

‘Let Freedom Ring’ proving little 


| incentive to pull customers to State 


and Chinese, and holdover of ‘Wuth- 
ering Heights’ is forced under two- 
week commitment, despite disap- 
pointing take on first seven days. 
Moveover of ‘Bell’ to Wilshire and 
United Artists will probably bring 
another neat $10,000 to previous 
week’s better than $2 000 at State- 
Chinese, 
Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2.024: 
30-40-55-75)—‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) 
and ‘Madden’ (M-G), dual. Combo 
not mean much at b. o., with best 
in sight poor $7,000. Last week 
‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Kid from Texas’ 
(M-G), neat $11,300. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65) -“Wuthering’ (UA) and ‘Torchy 
Mayor’ (WB), dual (2d wk). After 
disappointing first week, had to hold 
for second stanza due to commit- 
ment, with fair $6,000 in sight for 
the extra seven days. First stanza, 
okay for house, $9,500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Stolen Life’ (Par). Fairish $4,600 
first week’s answer. Last week, last 
four days (3d wk) of ‘Prison With- 
out Bars’ (UA) about $900, as an- 
ticipated. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Wuthering’ (UA) and ‘“Torchy’ 
(WB), dual) (2d wk). Held for sec- 
ond week, despite fair $10,500 on 
initial stanza. Holdover looxs like 
fair $6,500. 

Orpheuta (Bdwy). (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Strange Faces’ (U) (first run) 
and ‘Blackwell’s Island (WB), dual, 
and vaudeville. Nothing in sight, 
and will have to be satisfied with 
weak $6,800. Last week, second 
runs. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Lady 
and Mob’ (Col), dual. Hitting com- 
fortable $10,700, and will hold. Last 
week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) (3d wk) and 
‘Exposed’ (U), okav $5,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Union Pacific’ (Par) and stage 
show. Easily town leader and based 
on excellent start should have no 
trouble hitting $22,000, terrific on first 
seven days. ree or four-week run 
hoped for. Last week (9 days) ‘Lady’s 
Kentucky’ (Par), not so hot $12,000. 

RKO .(2,872; .30-40-55) — ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Lady Mob’ 
(Col), dual. Should get excellent 
$10,500 on first week, with holdover 
assured. Last week ‘Castles’ (RKO) 
(3d wk) and ‘Societ - 
(U), profitable $6,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 
‘Madden’ (M-G), dual. Not encour- 
aging at $9,400. Last week ‘Bell’ 
(20th) and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), fine 
$15,000. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Kid Texas’ 
(M-G), dual. Downtown moveover 
house should garner neat $4,100. Last 
week ‘Serenade’ (M-G) and ‘Every- 
body’s Baby’ (20th), poor $2,000. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Kid Texas’ 
(M-G), dual. Another $6,300 week in 
sight on moveover for continued run. 
Last week ‘Serenade’ (M-G) and 
‘Everybody's Baby (20th), weak 
$3,500. 


FEATHERS BIG 
$30,000, LONDON 


London, May 2. 

Business in the West End picture 
houses is bad, with only four films 
garnering top coin. 

‘Four Feathers’ (UA) last Week 
did $30,000 at the Odeon to set the 
pace, while in second nlace was 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA), at the 
Gaumont, with $25,000. ‘Love Affair’ 
(RKO), at the Carlton, did $15,000, 
while ‘Three Smart Girls Grow Up’ 
(U), at the Leicester Square, grossed 
$15,000 in its fourth week. uring 
the first three weeks the latter had 
been averaging $25,000. 


Blind That Tiger 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Sam Bischoff gets the production 
-hore on ‘The World Moves On,’ a 


Smugglers’ 











| yarn of the prohibition era, starring 


James Cagney. 
Warners May 15. 


Shooting starts at 








Last week, ‘Each Other’ (UA) and 
‘Within Law’ (M-G), $11,000, fair. 


Story was written by Mark Hel- 


' linger. 
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“UP? Bang-Up $25 00 in Frisco: 
Cool Temp. Tempers Fair Competish 


San Francisco, May 2. 

‘Union Pacific’ is making plenty of 
noise at the Fox and is the big 
money-maker on Market street this 
week. New DeMiller got off to a 
fiving start, opening of picture hav- 
ing been held up until Saturday. 

‘East Side of Heaven’ didn’t open 
as big as ‘Three Smart Girls Grow 
Up,’ its predecessor at the Orpheum, 
but biz is still plenty okay at $12,- 
000. Trade is somewhat better all 
along the line at the first-runs, most 
of which have holdovers. Opposi- 
tion from the Fair hasn’t been as 
keen the last few weeks, the weather 
having been cold and windy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 35-55-75)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par). This elaborate 
iron-horse opry is giving the Fox the 
biggest week in a long time. It will 
garner terrific $25.000. Last week, 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and ‘Kid Texas’ 
(M-G), held two extra days and 
ended with strong $22,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55) 
—‘Made Her a Spy’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Hitting to general average 
trade here at $12,000. Last week 
(3d), ‘Castles’ (RKO), around $39,- 
500, okay. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘East Side Heaven’ (Col) and ‘Ro- 
mance Redwoods’ (Col). Will pos- 

Last week 


sibly hit good $12,000. 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U), 


(4th), 
strong $6,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G) (2d week). Swell 
$12,000 on the holdover. Last week’s 
take was ’way over expectations at 
$19,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—Dark Victory’ (WB) and ‘Kid 
Texas’ (M-G). Holding up in good 
style and will do around $7,000, 
which is fine considering the way 
‘Victory’ mopped up at the Fox last 
week. Last week, ‘Dodge City’ (WB) 
and ‘Sudden Money’ (Par) (3d wk), 
came right up to calculations with 
around $6,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65) —‘Wuthering Heights’ (4th 
wk). Although competish from sev- 
eral newcomers on the street is 
plenty tough this week, bill manag- 
ing to hold its own. Current stanza 
is aiming at $6,000. Last week biz 
was very much on the up side at 


000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Inside 
Story’ (20th). Nothing startling in 
the way of a draw. at $12,000. st 
week (6 days), ‘Never Die’ (Par) and 
‘Within Law’ (M-G), died at $7,000. 


‘Stagecoach,’ $11,000, 
Rides High in Toronto 


Toronto, May 2. 

Top quality pictures are perking 
the b.o. here, with ‘Stagecoach’ and 
‘Hound of Baskervilles’ out front on 
revenue, and ‘Dodge City’ and ‘Story 
of Vernon and Irene Castle’ both in 
for healthy second stanzas. Foreign 
market also on the winning side, 
with ‘Alexander Nevsky’ and ‘The 
Life and Loves of Beethoven.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Hollywood (Premier) (1,056: 25-35) 
—‘Alexander Nevsky’ (Cosmo). 
Healthy $5,200. Last week, Blondie 
Boss’ (Col) and ‘Thanks Everything’ 
(20th), good enough $4,100. 

Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373: 25-35- 
50)—Dodge City’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding steady at $7,000; last week, 
$10,700, big. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,611: 25-35-50}— 
‘Stagecoach’ (UA). Topping the 
town at $11,000, big. Last week, 
‘Honolulu’ (M-G), fair $6,800. 

Royal Alexandra (UBO) (1,541: 
35-50) —‘Beethoven’ (GP). Fair 
enough $5,000. Last week dark. 

Shea’s (FP-Can) (2,663; 25-40)— 
‘Baskervilles’ (20th), plus vaude 
headed by Eddie Peabody. Excel- 
lent $10.500. Last week. ‘Missouri’ 
and vaude unit, good $8.500. 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433: 25-40)— 

and ‘Wings 








‘Cafe Society’ (Par) 
Navy’ (WB). Good enough $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and 
‘Society Smugglers’ (U), profit at 
$5.100. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-50) 
—‘Castles’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Holding 
— at $7,500; last week, $11,200, 

ps. 


‘DODGE’ TOPS B’KLYN 


Getting Swell $23,000 on Dual; ‘Cas- 
tles’ Fine $19,500 


Brooklyn, May 2. 

Top attraction is ‘Dodge City’ at 
the Paramount, which is doing socko 
biz despite World’s Fair competish. 
Also clicking nicely is the Albee, 
flashing ‘Story of Vernon and Irene 
Castle.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3.274: 25-35-50) — ‘Castles’ 
(RKO) and ‘Baskervilles’ (20th). 
Excellent press notices and good at- 




















tendance will give this pair fine $19.- 
500. Last week, ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
(U) and ‘Saint Strikes Back’ (RKO), 
swell $19,000. 

Fox (4,089 25-35-50)—‘Back Door 
Heaven’ (Par) and ‘Made Her Spy’ 
(RKO). Mild $14,500. Last week, 
‘Let Live’ (Col) and ‘Family Next 
Door’ (U), weak $13,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50) —- ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G) and ‘Madden’ (M-G). 
Satisfactory $16,000. Last week, 
‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and ‘Culver’ 
(U), good $17,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50) — 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) and ‘Son Crim- 
inal’ (Col). Peachy start will bring 
in swell $23,000. Last week, ‘Mid- 
night’ (Par) and ‘Lady Mob’ (Col) 
(2d wk), nice $15,500. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—“Was a 
Convict’ (Rep) and ‘Headley’s’ (Ind). 
Poor $5,000. Last week, ‘Flying 
Irishman’ (RKO) and ‘Mr. Wong’ 


| 95-35-40)—‘Never Say Die’ (Par). 
/Opens tonight (Tues) after two 
weeks of ‘Midnight’ (Par) to rosy 
total of $15,800, 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—Cisco Kid’ (20th). Just fair at 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Zenobia’ (UA), 
didn’t catch on at $3,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB). Starts a 
second week tomorrow (Wed) after 
ringing i socko $18,000 and almost 
nightly oldouts. Strong femme 
trade helping top ‘Dodge City’ boom 
trade of a few weeks ago here. 


PTSBG A BUST; 
STAGECOACH 
FAIR 126 








Pittsburgh, May 2. 
The bottom’s dropped out of every- 





(Mono), ditto. 


U. P? BIG $27,000 
IN OMAHA 
PREM 


Omaha, May 2. 
‘Union Pacific,, world premiered | 
here Friday (28), is rocketing to an 
estimated $27,000 for the week at 
two houses, the Omaha and Para- 
mount. Take includes the preem 
scale for the big splurge at the 
Omaha. Both houses opened Satur- 
day at regular admish. 








thing this week, second in a row for 
the mid-spring depression. Alibis, 
however, are plentiful. Coal strike’s 
been kicking biz plenty; bad weather 
has been hitting the week-ends hard, 


‘and now along comes daylight sav- 


ing, too. 

Nothing’s getting a play this week. 
Stanley hyped ‘Stagecoach’ with one 
of season’s slickest campaigns, but 
film isn’t producing, despite rave no- 
tices. ‘Midnight,’ which likewise col- 
lected columns of praise, is also feel- 
ing the pinch at the Penn. Warner’s 
pulling ‘Sudden Money’ and ‘12 
Crowded Hours’ after six days; Ful- 
ton’s hitting rock bottom once more 
with ‘King of the Turk,’ and Alvin’s 
sledding hard, too, with ‘Streets of 
Nork York’ and ‘My Wife's Relatives.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Streets New York’ (Mono) and 
‘Wife’s Relatives’ (Rep). This bill 
was originally slated for the Senator, 
but switched to Harris ace house at 





‘Dark Victory,’ at the Brandeis in 
second week, is holding up well in 
the face of the competish. ‘Broad- 
way Serenade,’ dualed, is doing sur- 
prisingly well at the Orpheum. 


Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950-810-650; 10-25)—‘Huck 
Finn’ (M-G) and ‘Daughter’ (FN), 
dual, split with ‘Wings: Navy’ (WB) 
and ‘O’Connor’ (M-G). Fair $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Honolulu’ (M-G) and 
‘Each Other’ (UA), dual, split with 
‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th), ‘Blondie 
Boss’ (Col) and ‘Let Live’ (Col), 
tripler. $2,300, good. 

Brandeis (Singer) (RKO) (1.250; 
10-25-35-40)—‘Dark Victory’ (FN) 
(2d wk). Excellent $6,000. Last week, 
‘Dark Victory’ (FN), smash $7,500. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par). World Pre- 
miere sensational $18,000. Last week, 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) and ‘Eagle 
and Hawk’ (Par), $6,200, fair. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—Broadway Serenade’ (M-G) and 
‘Within Law’ (M-G). Good $9,300. 
Last week, ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), 
$10,300, very good. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250: 10-20-25) 
‘Mexicali Rose’ (Rep), ‘100 Faces’ 
(GB), both first-runs, and ‘Wings 
Navy’ (WB), tripler, split with 
‘Forged Passport’ (Rep), ‘Let Live’ 
(Col) ‘Lady Vanishes’ (GB). So-so 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Night Riders’ 
(Rep) and ‘Strange Borders’ (GB), 
first-runs, and ‘Blondie Boss’ (Col), 
tripler, split with ‘Made Me Criminal’ 
(WB) and ‘Each Other’ (UA), $1,800, 
fair. 

Paramount (Blank) (3,000; 25-40) 
—Union Pacific’ (Par). Very good 
$9,000. House opened for one week 
to help meet world premiere de- 
mands. 


‘4 GIRLS’-BOLES NEAT 
$13,000, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, May 2. 

Ample capacity of the Stanley 
coming in very handily for ‘Dark 
Victory,’ way out front in current 
film listings here. Attracting a strong 
and consistent day and night trade, 
film starts a second session tomor- 
row (Wed), after ringing up one of 
the biggest opening takes in moons. 
Some interest also in ‘Four Girls 
in White,’ at the combo Hipp, where 
p. a. of John Boles is stimulating 
matters to help out. Rest of town 
rather mild with lack of nocturnal 
action downtown still the big head- 
ache of deluxers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) 3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G). Not 
catching on with $7,000 the possible 
count. Last week, ‘Madden’ (M-G), 
fell down at $5,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) —- ‘Four Girls in 
White’ (M-G) plus nice vaude layout 
headed by p. a. of John Boles. At- 
tracting steady trade at $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Streets N. Y.’ (Mono), owing 
it all to Milton Berle, rang bell 
lustilv for big $15,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 








last minute when ‘Graham Bell’ 
(20th) failed to hold up enough to 
rate second week at this spot. oks 
like change was hardly for better. 
Not much interest in Jackie Cooper’s 
latest and it’s sliding to $3,300, or 
near that. Last week ‘Bell’ pretty 
much of a disappointment at around 
$7,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘King Turf’ (UA). House taking it 
on the chin with this one and sorry 
now it didn’t hold ‘East Side of 
Heaven’ (U) longer. Latter got 
$3,000 in four days of third week. 
‘Turf’ won’t do that in ‘seven, and 
‘Return of Cisco Kid’ (20th) comes in 
tomorrow (3). 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
-——Midnight’ (Par). Comedy well 
liked on all sides and figured to have 
additional chance in lineup of names 
for marquee, but they’re not buying 
it and outlook isn’t for more than 

11,500, which means the doldrums 
here. Last week, ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ (UA), despite all the furore, 
fell off down the strench and finished 
at $14,300, all right but below expec- 
tations. 

Senator (Harris) (1,800; 25-35-50) 
—‘Aiexander Bell’ (20th). This one 
moved here when it failed to make 
h.o. grade at Alvin, but getting by at 
this spot. Around $3,800, good. Last 
week, ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U), after 
two nice weeks at Alvin, all right at 
$2,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)-—— 
‘Stagecoach’ (UA). Has to go some 
to reach even $12,000, and that’s just 
fair. Last week, ‘Castles’ (RKO), 
also failed to come through, doing 
only around $11,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Sud- 
den Money’ (Par) and ‘Crowded 
Hours’ *RKO), Back to the usual 
double-feature depresh after three 
great weeks with h.o. pix. Current 
twinner can’t hope for more than 
$3,200, coming out after six y's for 
another dualer, ‘Women in the Wind’ 
(WB) and ‘King of Chinatown’ (Par). 
Last week, second of ‘Dodge City’ 
(WB), big at $6,200, getting $10,500, 
first, stanza on top of previous $21,500 
at Penn. 


TURF HITS PROVIDENCE; 
‘MURDER’-VAUDE OK 76 


Providence, May 2. 

Opening of Narragansett’s spring 
racing meet cut deeply into the local 
take. ‘Castles’ doing nicely in hold- 
over at the Albee, while ‘Alexander 
Bell’ is just creeping along at the 
Majestic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,000; 25-35-50) — 
‘Castles’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Strikes 
Back’ (RKO) (2d wk). Garnering 
nice $4,000 after swell $8,000 in first 
week, 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘In- 
svector Hornleigh’ (20th) (2d run). 
Holding for fair $4,000. Last week, 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) and ‘Chasing 
Danger’ (20th) (2d run), good $5,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2.000; 25-35-40) — 
‘Can’t Murder’ (WB) and vaude. 
Holding own for okay $7,000. Last 




















Outdoors, Sports Clip Wash. 





‘Victory’- Talley Smash $25,000, but ‘Ky.’-Vaude 
Only Fair $15,500 





week, ‘Women Wind’ 
vaude, tepid $6,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Alexander Bell’ (20th) and ‘Jones 
Family Hollywood’ (20th). Disap- 
pointing $5,000. Last week, ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Inspector 
(G-B) held for nice 


(WB) and 


Hornleigh’ 
,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 25-35-50) — 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Fighting Thor- 


oughbreds’ (Rep). Steady $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) 
and ‘Within Law’ (M-G), fairish 
$10,000. 


Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) and “Tom 
Sawyer’ (Par), Weepy $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Streets New York’ (Mono) 
and ‘Wife’s Relatives’ (Rep), slow 
$4,500. 


‘MIDNIGHT? FAIR 
$8,500; K. C. 
—+#OS OK 


Kansas City, May 2. 

Holdovers in half of the town’s 
six first-run situations and new films 
are all satisfactory. Of the new list 
‘Midnight,’ at the Newman, is giving 
best account of itself, though returns 
aren’t very big. Film opened Tues- 
day and is set for nine-day run, 

The Midland embellished its open- 
ing day, Friday, with a personal of 
Judy Garland at the last show. Star- 
let helped to full house, a good send- 
off for the new Wallace Beery film. 
‘Dark Victory,’ at the Orpheum, 
goes strongly into its second week. 
Femme trade topheavy here, with 
film having received good notices. 
‘East Side of Heaven’ stays on at the 
Esquire and Uptown. 

Estimates for This Week _ 
Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘East Side Heaven’ (U). A holdover 
in both spots. Carrying on nicely for 
$4,800 combination, Last week nice 
$6,500 combo, 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Madden’ (M-G) and ‘King Turf’ 








(UA). Good names in both. Around 
$10,200, improvement. Last week 
‘Let Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 


‘Prison Bars’ (UA), slow $8,500. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Midnight’ (Par). Opened on 
Tuesday (26) and runs nine days. 
Returns pleasant, but not up to mark 
expected; $8,500 for long run, good. 
Last week, ‘Dodge City’ (WB) made 
it three in a row, although week was 
cut to six days: $4,000, okay. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—Dark Victory’ (WB) (2d _ wk.). 
Going strong and looks for $6,000, 
very good. First week’s take topped 
expectations with $9,000. 


Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-40)—‘Man Conquest’ (Rep) and 
‘Swing, Sister’ (U). Good $6,000 


Last week ‘Winner All’ (20th) with 
Orrin Tucker orch on stage, strong 
$12,500. 


Detroit Exhibs Again 


Win Ban on Carnivals 


Detroit, May 2. 

Theatre interests here last week 
again inveigled common council into 
placing permanent ban on carnivals 
showing in Detroit. Council decided 
same thing several weeks ago, but 
acceded to veterans organizations 
shortly after and granted coupla 
permits for nabe carnies under vet- 
erans’ aegis. - 

Theatre boys went to work again, 
however, and succeeded in getting 
council to pass ordinance prohibit- 
ing carnies under penalty of $500 
fine or 90 days or both. Ordinance 
goes into effect in 30 days, if city 
fathers don’t change mind again. 


Fonda Vice Ameche 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Henry Fonda replaces Don Ameche 
as co-starrer with Nancy Kelly in 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ start- 
ing June 10 at 20th-Fox. 
Ameche will be busy in ‘Holly- 
wood Cavalcade.’ 


GLORIFYING HOWE 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Elias Howe, inventor of the sew- 
ing machine, is the central figure in 
the first picture in Columbia's series 
of six under the title, ‘Fools Who 
Made History.’ 
Hugh McCullom is slated to pro- 














duce, with Jan LaMan directing. 








. 





Washington, May 2. 

Baseball, carnivals and outdoor 
spots are taking their toll this week, 
What might have been an interest. 
ing battle between femme warblers 
at rival vaude spots crashed when 
‘Dark Victory’ swept Marion Talley 
at Earle, completely out of reach of 
Jessica Dragonette, who is getting no 
help from ‘Lady’s from Kentucky,’ at 
Capitol. 

Local Warner management's tradi- 
tion-busting experiment of opening 
‘Dark Victory’ on Thursday (27) 
without stage show, which bowed as 
usual on Friday, gave Clear proof of 
what stage shows mean at the b.o, 
here. House made a check, and esti- 
mated 35% of those who approached 
the theatre on Thursday (28) walked 
away to return when they could get 
a stage show for the same price. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) and 
vaude. Jessica Dragonette dragging 
it up to fairish $15,500. Last week, 
‘Freedom Ring’-and Arthur Godfrey 
Revue, passable $16,500. ; 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 25-40)—~ 
‘Midnight’ (Par) (2d run). Third 
week downtown will see average 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Prison Bars’ 
(UA), same figure. 


Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and vaude. 
Sock reviews and bally, plus some 
draw by Marion Talley, make this 
only big moneymaker in town. Eight 
days, one without vaude, will see 
smash $25,000. Last week, ‘Mis- 
souri’ (WB) and Vincent Lopez- 
Patricia Ellis, light $12,200 in six 
days. ; 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) (3d wk). 
Holding on with oke $5.00. Last 
week same pic took satisfactory 
$8,500. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Dodge 
City’ (WB) (2d run). Back down- 
town after two big weeks at Earle; 
looking at big $7,500. Last week 


‘Blackwell’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Crisis’ (Mayer & Burstyn), five 
days, oke $3,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 


‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Average holdover at $7,500. Last 
week, same pic, solid $15,400. 


Indpls, Biz Off: 
‘Victory Looks 
Best at $7,500 


. Indianapolis, May 2. 

Biz generally is still suffering from 
spring: fever in downtown _ sector, 
with Indiana leading the straight pic 
houses with ‘Dark Victory.’ Lyric is 
erking up some by combining Dixie 
bar, George Givot and Joe 
Sanders’ orch on stage and ‘Return 
of Cisco Kid’ on screen. Circle is 
feeling the competition with a red 








‘Zenobia.’ 

Last two nights of Roller Derby 
affected week end business, but the 
weather, which turned balmy, gets 
the blame for so-so week days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1.100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Eastside Heaven’ (U) dualled 
with ‘White Room’ (U). 
the black with $2,100. Last week 


skipping a week since showing at the 
Indiana. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Zenobia’ (UA) and Jimmy 
Dorsey’s orch on stage. Winding 
flesh policy to losing $8,000. 
week ‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par) and 


the carmine. 


40)—Dark Victory’ (WB). Topping 
all others, with $7,500 in sight. Last 
week ‘Eastside Heaven’ (U) dualled 
with ‘White Room’ (U), fair $6.500. 
Loew's (Loew's) (2,400: 25-30-40) 
—Madden’ (M-G) and ‘King Turf 
(UA). Coasting along at $5.500. 
Last week ‘Ice Follies’ (M-G) and 
‘Prison Bars’ (UA), $5.100. fair. 


‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and Joe Sanders” 
orch, Dixie Dunbar and George 
Givot on stage. Taking the top flesh 
money of the town for good $9.700. 
Last week ‘On Trial’ «WB) with 
eg omens orch on stage, fair 


’ 





MacPhersen Leaves NSS 
Chicago, May 2. 
Jack MacPherson has resigned 4&5 
manager of National Screen Service 
here. 
He was with the company for 14 
years. 





————- + 


Barely in : 
‘Castles’ (RKO), dismal $1.300, after - 


up 

ast - 

Al Donahue on stage, $8,700, also in 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- . 


Lyrie (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— — 


- 


week with Jommy Dorsey orch and . 
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Strength! 
Security! 









THE CORNERSTONE 
OF 11,000 THEATRES! 


For 15 Years: 
" 


: int 
ec, 






\ LA. someon 
FIRST in FIRST in FIRST in 
STARS! HITS! the hearts of 
ieee Sanne SACINS At every year’s end M-G-M Its Customers! 


the star company and it’s 


truer than ever today! leads all companies. That's 


‘a matter of record! “A square shake!” The Friendly 


Company practises what it preaches! 


Let 15 years of experience be your guide. Net results at the end of each year are 
the only thing that count in this business. When 11,000 satisfied customers balance 
their books at the close of each season, they say: “I’m playing safe with the leader. 
Let the other fellow gamble on a flash in the pan.” Think this over! M-G-M HAS 18 
EXPERIENCED TOP-RANKING PRODUCERS! MANY MORE THAN ALL 
OTHER COMPANIES! That’s how M-G-M removes risks which you have to face else- 
where! WE WILL NOT ALLOW THE SAFETY OF YOUR THEATRE 
INVESTMENT TO REST ON THE GENIUS OF ONE OR TWO OR THREE! 
M-G-M’s production ranks are rich with talented showman brains ready for any 
emergency. THAT GOES FOR STARS—THAT GOES FOR DIRECTORS — 
THAT GOES FOR WRITERS —THAT GOES FOR STORY PROPERTIES 


—THAT GOES FOR M-G-M IN 1939-1940! 


(next page —>) 
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ANGEL CAKE! 


And These Stars Will Make The Party A Success! 











Me : ee Bh suit . 
NORMA SHEARER ROBERT TAYLOR JEANETTE Mac DONALD NELSON EDDY 
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DONAT ELEANOR POWELL 
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JAMES STEWART 





ROSALIND RUSSELL JUDY GARLAND 


FRED ASTAIRE 
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A MINIMUM OF 44, 
A MAXIMUM OF 52 


The following is a tentative 
prospectus. From these and 
others, M-G-M’s 1939-1940 
releases will be drawn. 


NORTHWEST PASSAGE, to resume 
production on location in May; based 
on Kenneth Roberts’ famed best-seller; 
King Vidor, director; Spencer Tracy, 
Robert Taylor. 


THE WOMEN, sensational Clare 
Boothe stage hit of Park Avenue’s 
wives and sweethearts, starring Norma 
Shearer, Joan Crawford, Rosalind 
Russell and an all-female cast of about 
40 players; George Cukor, director. 


GONE WITH THE WIND, Margaret 
Mitchell’s most discussed book of our 
time; Clark Gable, Vivien Leigh, Leslie 
Howard, Olivia De Havilland, directed 
by Victor Fleming. In Technicolor. 
A Selznick-International Picture. Prod.by David O. Selznick 


iT CAN’T HAPPEN HERE, based on 
Sinclair Lewis’ famed novel of up- 
heaval in America. 


ZIEGFELD FOLLIES. Gigantic new type 
of musical entertainment, as preten- 
tious as Ziegfeld would have made it 
if he had had M-G-M’s resources; 
multi-starred. 


SILENT KNIGHT, highly romantic 
vehicle for the screen’s singing sweet- 
hearts, Jeanette MacDonald and 
Nelson Eddy; play by Eugene Heltai. 


MADAME CURIE, starring Greta 
Garbo; famed biography by Eve Curie 
depicting the thrills, hardships, strug- 
gles and final triumph of the dis- 
coverer of radium. 


NINOTSCHKA, original comedy by 
Melchior Lengyel; Parisian and 
Russian background, starring Greta 
Garbo; Ernst Lubitsch, director. 


THUNDER AFLOAT, Ralph Wheelright 
and Commander Harvey Haislip’s 
story of submarine chasers during last 


war; Wallace Beery. 











—=—=———= 


OPEN DOOR POLICY! 


We have no secrets from our customers. M-G-M would prefer 
to be able to say right now that each one of the pictures 
listed below will be delivered as described, and that the 
casts as contemplated now will remain intact months from now. 


But our customers of Fifteen Friendly years know the sincerity 
of our methods which make understandable to them why 
we reserve the right to amend our plans to meet changing 
conditions, new trends during the course of a long year. 


We report herewith the early status of what is destined to 


be the most ambitious and costly studio expenditure in the 


history of M-G-M. The ultimate perfection of each production 
is our sole concern and yours. Time and circumstance 
may necessitate changes but they will be changes designed 
for betterment only. 


The 15th Anniversary line-up of M-G-M will be notable for 
multi-starring pictures, for the importance of the properties 


selected and for the scale on which they are made. 


THE WIZARD OF OZ. In Technicolor. 
Awaited by entire show world as the 
most amazing screen magic ever un- 
folded. Based on celebrated L. Frank 
Baum’s book of globe-circling fame. 
Cast includes Judy Garland, Frank 
Morgan, Ray Bolger, Bert Lahr, Jack 
Haley, Billie Burke and thousands of 
others, Directed by Victor Fleming. 


TONIGHT AT 8:30 is among the newly 
acquired important properties; Noel 
Coward’s sensational international 
stage hit in which it is planned to star 
Norma Shearer. 


GUNS AND FIDDLES (temporary title), 
spectacular drama with music; Robert 
Taylor, Hedy Lamarr, Miliza Korjus, 
Robert Young; by Walter Reisch and 
Samuel Hoffenstein. 


A DAY AT THE CIRCUS, Marx Brothers; 
to start shortly. 


ON BORROWED TIME, Lionel Barry- 
more, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, and Bobs 
Watson, the child sensation of ‘Boys 
Town” and “Calling Dr. Kildare”; 
stage hit by Lawrence Edward Watkins; 
director, Harold Bucquet. 


RETURN OF THE THIN MAN, by 
Dashiell Hammett; William Powell, 
Myrna Loy. 


BROADWAY MELODY OF 1940. Fred 
Astaire, Eleanor Powell in the most 
sumptuous of this successful series; 
novel story treatment by Jack 


McGowan. 


BABES IN ARMS, musical drama 
novelty, based on Rodgers and Hart 
stage success; large cast includes Mickey 
Rooney, Judy Garland, June Preisser, 


Betty Jaynes, Douglas McPhail; Busby 


_ Berkeley, director. 


MAY FLAVIN, Myron Brinig’s novel 
of an abandoned wife’s life struggle. 


THE YEARLING, Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings’ successful novel; Victor 
Fleming, director. Pulitzer Prize Novel. 


WINGS OVER THE DESERT, Harold 
Buckley’s melodrama of aviation over 


Sahara. 


SEA OF GRASS, Conrad Richter’s 
novel of embattled farmers and cattle 
men in New Mexico; awaiting avail- 
ability of Spencer Tracy, Myrna Loy. 


KIM, Kipling’s famed novel, plans for 
which cali for record studio budget. 


SOLDIERS THREE, another Kipling 
thriller. 


QUO VADIS, a multt-starred produc- 
tion of famed Sienkiewicz novel by 
the creators of ‘‘Ben Hur.” 


THE RUINED CITY, starring Robert 
Donat; based on the celebrated novel 
“‘Kindling”’ by Nevil Shute. 


THE GREAT CANADIAN, Clark Gable 
and Myrna Loy; story of the American 


hockey circuit by Robert Hopkins and 
Vicki Baum. 


HOUSE OF GLASS, melodrama by 
Max Marcin; Joan Crawford. 


A LADY COMES TO TOWN, by 
Clements Ripley; being prepared for 
Joan Crawford. 


BEAU BRUMMEL, by Clyde Fitch; 
planned to star Robert Donat, 


1 HAD A COMRADE, descriptive of 
present-day conditions in Germany; 
by a British nobleman, Viscount 
Costleross. 


AMERICAN NEWLYWEDS. Introducing 
anew young married couple series. 


BLACKMAIL, starring Edward G. 
Robinson. H. C. Potter, director. 


(Prospectus continues next page) 
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(Continuing 1939-40 prospectus) 


SMILIN’ THRU, triumphant musical 
version, starring Jeanette Mac Donald; 


from play by Jane Cowl and Jane 
Murfin. Robert Z. Leonard, director. 


| LOVE YOU AGAIN, by Octavus 
Roy Cohen; awaiting availability of 
William Powell and Myrna Loy. 


HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER, 
friendly rivalry on the hockey field 
between Canadian and UV. S. military 
academies; starring Robert Taylor. 


EARL OF CHICAGO, starring Robert 
Montgomery; Brock Williams’ engag 
ing, fast-moving story. 


THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS, Cosmopoli- 
tan Magazine story by Jane Hall and 
Marion Parsonnet, for selected young 
female players. 


Further HARDY FAMILY and DR. 
KILDARE productions, continuing the 
high standard which have established 


these two great American series. 


SUSAN AND GOD. Rachel Crothers’ 
play starring Greer Garson, distin- 
guished for her performance in 


“Goodbye, Mr. Chips.” 


SHOP AROUND THE CORNER, play by 
Nicolaus Laszlo; Margaret Sullavan, 
James Stewart, Frank Morgan; Ernst 
Lubitsch, director. 












oh, by the way” 
HARDYS RIDE HIGH —hitting the high spots; extended time; biggest of the Hardy hit parade! 
CALLING DR. KILDARE —gets rave reviews (Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore and big cast) —definitely 


establishes another b. o. series; off to flying start in all opening spots. 
LUCKY NIGHT-=—sure-fire, happy-go-lucky hit—Myrna Loy, Robert Taylor— spontaneous combustion. 


BALALAIKA, from the successful 
London musical by Eric Maschwitz; 
Nelson Eddy and Ilona Massey, the 


exotic new singing star. 


WITCH IN THE WILDERNESS, novel by 
Desmond Holdridge; starring Spencer 
Tracy; King Vidor, director. 


LOVER COME BACK TO ME, based on 
Sigmund Romberg’s ““New Moon”, 
starring Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson 


Eddy. 


GO WEST, a comedy of Indians, rodeos 
and the wild and woolly; now being 
prepared for the Marx Brothers by 
Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby. 


A YANK AT ETON, by George 
Oppenheimer and Thomas Phipps; 
starring Mickey Rooney, to be pro- 
duced by our successful unit which 
just completed ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips.” 


WAR EAGLES, a novelty thriller com- 
bining imagination and living actors; 
treatment like “The Lost World”, 
“King Kong’’; unprecedented budget. 


BUSMAN'S HOLIDAY, Dorothy Sayers’ 
mystery story; Robert Montgomery. 


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE, starring 
Norma Shearer. Play by Helen Jerome 
from Jane Austen’s romantic novel. 


a eae OF IOS 


LIFE STORY OF THOMAS EDISON, 
Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney 
respectively present Edison as man 
and boy. 


PARK AVENUE MODEL, starring Joan 
Crawford; exciting, de luxe drama of a 
modern maiden; by John Larkin and 
Jerry Horwin. 


20,000 LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA, 
Jules Verne’s world-renowned story 
in Technicolor, 


BANJO EYES, comedy-drama with 
music for Eddie Cantor. 


WINGS ON HIS BACK (title tentative), 
Myles Connelly’s breezy, clever com- 
edy story of an aviatrix and aviator; 
James Stewart. 


NICKEL SHOW, ‘“‘cavalcade of the mo- 
tion picture business,” with a central 
showman character; a strongly ro- 
mantic story; by Vera Caspary. 


JOURNEY’S END, based on Robert 


C. Sherriff’s famous play; starring 
Robert Donat. 


THE ROSARY, Edward E. Rose’s famed 
stage success. 


GREAT LAUGHTER, Fannie Hurst’s 
celebrated novel. 


THE ZIEGFELD GIRL, all-star cast in 
story by William Anthony McGuire, 
author of “The Great Ziegfeld.” 


HIGH 
SIGN of 
1939-40! 





IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD -—nothing like since “It Happened One Night”—Claudette 


Colbert, James Stewart excruciating! 


GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS—the best picture of any year—you'll see! Robert Donat, Greer Garson 


(the star of 1939!); follows sensational “Pygmalion” (6th month!) at Astor, N.Y., launching another long- 
run triumph to nation-wide fame. 


That's just a few in coming weeks and more big ones in June, July, August from 


THE FRIENDLY COMPANY > 
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Australian Exhib ( 


vacl to Push 


A-Point Plan Designed to Arbitrate 
Industry Differences Down Under 





Sydney, April 12. 

Film Exhibitors Council of Aus- 
tralia, headed by Charles Munro, 
Hoyts; Norman B. Rydge (currently 
in U. S.), Greater Union; Sam Sni- 
der, Snider-Dean; Dan _ Carroll, 
Birch-Carroll-Coyle, and two reps 
of the Motion Picture Exhibs’ Assn., 
are set to bring about better under- 
standing in the Australian picture 
industry. Officials have indicated a 
keen desire by exhibs to not only 
consolidate their own interests, but 
also to eliminate distrib difficulties. 

Objects of FECA, which will co- 
operate with the Films Commission 
of New South Wales, are: 

1. Promote a better under- 
standing between exhibiting and 
distributing interests. 

2. Assist in the regulation 
and resisting of any unfair trade 
practices, whether by exhibitor 
or distributor. 

3. To protect and stabilize in- 
vestments in the pic industry. 

4. To investigate, develop and 
promote such activities as are 
considered conducive to the in- 
terests of film exhibitors and the 
creation of better public en- 
tertainment, 


Regarded as Constructive 


With so much prior legislation 
hitting the industry’ in New South 
Wales, the formation of FECA is re- 
garded as the most’ constructive 
move yet made here to provide a 
medium for coordination and set- 
tlement of trade differences. It’s an- 
ticipated that Commonwealth-wide 
coverage will be completed within 
one month, 

Officials have decided to adopt a} 
broad view towards the develop- 
ment of the industry so that distribs 
and exhib alike can rely upon the 
arbitration of the FECA in all mat- 
ters. It’s stated that film exhibs 
throughout Australia will, via the 
FECA, speak with a united voice for 
the first time. 

The various industry associations 
here include the Motion Picture Dis- 
tribs’ Assn., Motion Picture Exhibs’ 
Assn., the Films Commission—ap- 
pointed by N. S. W. government— 
and the FECA. Film Board of 
Trade, comprised of exhib-distrib in- 
terests, folded after three years’ fail- 
ure to bring peace. Failure, exhibs 
claim, resulted because no decision 
could be reached without the unani- 
mous consent of the MPDA. 

Right now, major companies are 
vitally interested in picking a strong 
successor to the MPDA in Australia 
when Sir Victor Wilson steps down 
in June. At first it had been pro- 
posed that F. W. Allport, of the Hays 
office now in Europe, go to Australia 
to size up the situation. But he is 
too busily occupied just now with 
recent developments in Great Britain 
to leave Europe on any such trip. 


ROLLS RESIGNS, 
KEN ASPREY UP 


Sydney, May 2. 

Ernest C. Rolls, chief producer and 
member of the board of directors of 
Australian-New Zealand Theatres, 
has resigned both posts after, it’s re- 
ported, the board and he couldn't 
agree on the maintenance of the 
high production overhead. 


Ken Asprey becomes acting chair- 
man of the Board, post held by Rolls, 
while Macklin Magley, an American, 
replaces Rolls as producer. 











MACDONALD BACK IN N. Y. 


Karl MacDonald, Warner Bros. 
Supervisor for Latin America, re- 
turned to New York Monday (1) for 
home office huddles following a 
four-month survey in South and 
Central America. 





Henry Due from Phillippines 
Seattle, May 2. 
F.C. Henry, Paramount’s manager 
for the Philippines, is due here to- 


morrow (Wednesday) from the 
islands, 


Gaby Morlay’s French 
Play at the N. Y. Fair 


Montreal, May 2. 

Gaby Morlay, prominent French 
dramatic actress, is planning to pro- 
duce a play for New York World’s 
Fair this summer, according to ad- 
vices received here by friends. 

Mille. Morlay is planning to sail 
from Paris for America late this 
summer and will present a play at 
the French Pavilion at the Fair, 
from accounts. 

It is understood that the entire 
company which accompanied Mlle. 
Morlay on her last tour in Canada 
will come back with her. 


Novello, Hulbert 
Musicals Both 
Click at $17,000 


London, May 2. 

Ivor Novello’s ‘Dancing Years,’ 
which he composed and in which 
he’s co-starring with Mary Ellis, was 
the London legit pace-setter last 
week with $17,500, while close be- 
hind was the Jack Hulbert-Cicely 
Courtneidge musical, ‘Under Your 
Hat,’ which finished the week with 
$17,000. ‘Years’ is at the Drury Lane 
and ‘Hat’ is at the Palace. 

Other grosses: 

Duchess, ‘Corn Is Green,’ $6,000. 

Hippodrome, ‘Black and Blue,’ 
$16,000, very good. 

Lyric, ‘The Women,’ over $10,000, 
good. 

Queens, ‘Dear Octopus,’ $7,000. 


‘INTERLUDE’ POOR 
IN LONDON PREEM 


London. May 2. 

Jack de Leon’s production of Grant 
Wallace’s ‘Interlude’ showed itself to 
be an unlikely West End entrant 
Wednesday night (26) at the Duke 
of York. Though well written and 
magnificently acted, plot is too 
anemic. 

Drama deals with a young antique 
dealer who becomes a famous pian- 
ist, but yearns for his former simple 
life. 

‘The Hungarian Rhapsody,’ along 
the lines of the ‘Chauve Souris,’ 
clicked at the Adelphi on Thursday 
night (27). Cast includes mostly 
Hungarian performers, including a 
team of ballet dancers from the 
Royal Hungarian Opera House, 
Budapest, with an English m.c. 




















Tapernoux’s French M-P. 
Corp.’s Claims, $14,500 


Claims against the French Motion 
Picture Corp., which is in reorgani- 
zation in the N. Y. Federal court, 
have been fixed at approximately 
$14,500 by Judge William Bondy. 
Creditors include Otto Loewry, 
whose claim of $1,440 was reduced 
to $540 and assigned to the Imperial 
Distributing Corp.; the Cinema Fran- 
cais, Inc., the claim of which was 
reduced from $2,500 to $1,327; Film- 
lab, Inc., $21; International Educa- 
tional Pictures, Inc., $27; H. E. R. 
Laboratories, Inc., $1,302; Pathe Film 
Corp., $2,946; Preview Theatre, Inc., 
$180; Ernest Friedman, $4,405; and 
John T. Tapernoux, president of the 
company, $748. 

Creditors will be paid 15% on the 
dollar in full settlement. All Gov- 
ernment, state and city claims for 
taxes will be paid in full. 


Ciro’s Deal Held Up 





London, May 2. 
Bert Ambrose’s deal to lease Ciro’s 
|}Club here has been held up due to 
lack of finance. 
Martinus Poulsen and Abe Aron- 
'son would be associated with Am- 
brose in operating the nitery. 














LABIN SYNDICATE MAY 
BUY THE HAYMARKET 


London, May 2. 
Charles Labin, prominent wine im- 
porter and heavily interested in the 
former Kit Kat Club here, is re- 
ported heading a syndicate nego- 
tiating for the purchase of the legit 








Haymarket and adjoining properties. 


Plans are already said to have 
been drawn for the erection of a 
theatre seating 1,200, plus an office 
building. Policy of the new theatre 
would be top musicals. 


BIZ ON UPBEAT 
IN AUSSIE, N. Z. 


Sydney, April 16. 
Biz tops despite the war scare, 
aided by fine lineup. Stix visitors to 
the Royal Fair arid heavy rain have 
boosted trade tremendously over an 
extended span. Marquees currently 
show ‘Kentucky’ (20th), ‘Zaza’ (Par), 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G), ‘Citadel’ (M-G), 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) (16th week), 
‘Pygmalion’ (G-B) (16th week), ‘St. 
Martin’s Lane’ (Atlas), ‘Mr. Ched- 
worth Steps Out’ (BEF), ‘There’s 
That Woman Again’ (Col), ‘Trade 

Winds’ (UA), ‘Dawn Patrol‘ (WB). 


Price is said to be $2,500,000. | 
| 











Melbourne Bright 
Melbourne, April 16. 

Bright b.o.s in Melbourne. Cur- 
rently setting the pace are ‘That Cer- 
tain Age’ (U), ‘Sweethearts’ (M-G), 
‘My Lucky Star’ (20th), ‘Submarine 
Patrol’ (WB), ‘Pygmalion’ (G-B) and 
‘Zaza’ (Par). 





B.O. Pix in N. Z. 
Auckland, N. Z., April 16. 
Films doing well in Auckland, 

Wellingten, Christchurch and Dun- 
edin include ‘Jezebel’ (WB), ‘Pyg- 
malion’ (G-B), ‘Stablemates’ (M-G), 
‘Trade Winds’ (UA), ‘Road to Reno’ 
(U) and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col). 


Upped Canadian Tax 
Rap Ires Both British 
And American Filmers 


Toronto, May 2. 

Unexpected and arbitrary change 
in the Canadian Income Tax Act, 
whereby some _ $200,000 will be 
snaffled by the federal treasury at 
the expense of the film producers, 
will be immediately protested by 
American and British picture-makers 
who plan to submit their case before 
Parliament. 

Prior to the new tariff ruling of 
Finance Minister Dunning, the fed- 
eral treasury has collected 2%, dur- 
ing the past two years of all Can- 
adian revenue payments to Ameri- 
can and English film producers. 
Latest tax slap increases this to 5% 
and, where the previous payoff to 
the government was $80,000, it will 
now be at least $200,000. ' 

In extenuation, the Canadian gov- 
ernment has removed the 3% tax on 
the import value of positive films, 
negatives, and accessories, but Col. 
John Cooper, president of the Motion 
Picture Distributors and Exhibitors 
of Canada, claims that this will 
amount to only about $24,000 and 
that this does not offset the six-figure 
revenue which will pour into the 
federal treasury. 
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Britain’s Increased $6,610,000,000 
Budget a Blow to U. S. Films; Will 
Up Annual Biz Nut by $2,100,000 





L. Lawrence Weber Sues 
French Film Distrib 


L. Lawrence Weber filed a N. Y. 
supreme court action Wednesday 
(26) against Vedis Films, Inc., and 





| Lenarch, Inc., for an injunction, ac- 


counting of profits, and damages, 
claiming the unlawful exhibition at 
Jean Lenauer’s Filmarte theatre in 
N. Y. of ‘Trois Valses,’ which Vedis 
obtained from Sofror Films. 


the picture rights to the Select The- 
ater Corp. (Shuberts) play in June, 
1938, of ‘Three Waltzes,’ which Shu- 
berts put on. The picture infringes 
his rights, is the claim. 


Woolf, G-B Settle 
Suit, Reach New 
Pact on Distrib 


London, May 2. 

Suit by Charles M. Woolf against 
Gaumont-British, charging breach 
of contract, has been amicably set- 
tled, with G-B reported set to re- 
open Shepherd’s Bush studios here 
and resume production on a big 
scale, 

Several G-B pictures are being 
readied for production, with Woolf 
said to be releasing them. This new 
arrangement would not conflict with 
deal whereby Fox releases all Gains- 
borough product. Latter is a G-B 
subsid. 


CAMMACK TO BECOME 














Ben Cammack, general manager 
for RKO in Latin America, now en 
route to home office after an exten- 
sive tour of the Far East on the 
George J. Schaefer International 
Sales Drive, is slated to become as- 
sistant to Phil Reisman, head of the 
company’s foreign activities, shortly. 
Latter got back from Europe Mon- 
day (1). 

Gus J. Schaefer, who recently 
joined RKO, it is understood will 
succeed Cammack. 

RKO Radio’s foreign business for 
the first quarter of 1939 ending April 
15 shows an increase of 40% over 
business done in the same period the 
year previous. Reason for jump, 
despite adverse Furopean tax in- 
creases, currency restrictions and 
general conditions, was due chiefly to 
company’s improved product, accord- 
ing to Reisman, 

There has been no change in Ital- 





ian-American distribution stalemate. 





‘Parade of Australian Film Execs To 


N.Y. on Down-Under Trade Problems 





Arrival in New York early this ; Metro’s Aussie boss, leaves this week, 


month of Dan Carroll, head of Birch- 
Carroll-Coyle, Australian circuit and 
the ‘Prince Edward theatre in Syd- 
ney, and Charles Munro, chairman 
of Hoyts circuit, and possibly one of 
his aides, completes the trek of Aus- 
tralian picture officials to the United 


States. Norman B. Rydge, chairman) 
of Greater Union Theatres, still is in | 
N. Y., winding up product deals. 
Virtually every major film com- 
pany has brought its Australian man- 
ager to New York this spring to 





huddle on adverse distributor legis- 
lation passed in New South Wales | 
early this year. 
Fox manager, last week made his re- | 
port to the home office and sailed | 
from Los Angeles. Bernard Freeman, ! 


returning by way of Europe. 

Harry Hunter, Paramount’s Aus- 
tralian manager, comes in from the | 
Coast on May 12, with Columbia’s 
manager due in before that time. 
RKO’s manager also comes in shortly 
from Sydney. Ralph Clark, Warners’ 
manager, still is in N. Y. 

One outcome of the confabs is the 
conclusion that American companies 
will not have to do any production 
in Australia to fill the modest quota. 
Australian producers are deemed ca- 
pable of handling all the feature pro- | 
ducing necessary. 

Probably no definite policy for all | 
U. S. companies in the handling of | 


} 





tralian exhibitors and the Films 
Commission, will be revealed for 
about a month. | 


| heavy blow to major U. S. companies 
| distributing pictures in the British 
| Isles. 
| budget represents an increase of 
;more than $2,100,000 in costs to major 
| American companies to do business 


Weber claims he paid $10,000 for ! 


PHIL REISMAN’S AIDE 


Great Britain’s increased budget of 


| $6,610,000,000 outlined last week to 
| cover preparedness and national de- 


fense, is regarded in New York as a 


It’s estimated that the new 


| annually 


in Great Britain, or an 
average of over $250,000 for each of 
the eight majors. 

The Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors Assn. is vigorously pro- 
testing, calling the new levies dis- 
criminatory and harsh, especially 
since they come on the heels of the 
new quota law, effective April 1 last. 
The new law calls for an increase, 
15% to 20%, for the second year of 
Great Britain’s quota 

The big catch to the latest budget 
is that films are included in the ex- 
cise tax. Previously foreign film 
companies which, of course, means 
largely American companies, had to 
pay no such tax. But under the 
new budget arrangement this form 
of internal taxation can’t be ducked 
bv U. S. companies, as far as can be 
learned. 
| The new excise tax is estimated at 
$10 per reel or $70 to $100 per fea- 
ture. There’s no excise levy pres- 
ently on reels. And major companies 
usually ship in only three or four, 
with 40 to 50 more made from the 
original fine grain print in England 
at a tax saving. One is a fine grain 
print from which a purple positive 
is made in England, and from which 
necessary prints are taken for play- 
dates in that country. 

Obviously the excise tax statute 
{was placed in effect to prevent for- 
eign companies from saving coin 
simply by shipping in these few orig- 
inal prints. 

A theatre tax, which is a part of 
the new budget setup, also is re- 
garded as a blow at the film business 
in Great Britain since it is likely to 
bring demands from exhibitors for 
cheaper rentals. The matter of in- 
come tax tilts and manner of collec- 
tion also is being reviewed by most 
mejor companies, They are trying to 
ascertain if they must withhold cer- 
tain salary money and make the in- 
come tax payments direct to the gov- 
ernment, 

Some industry observers hinted 
that if worst came to worst, major 
companies in this country would 
have to watch distribution of prints 
to England extremely cautiously. Al- 
though there appeared to be small 
chance of reducing the number of 
prints made available in Great Brit- 
ain, since lack of available prints 
might lose a booking for a film com- 
pany, more care would be taken in 
rurning off prints. 








New Duty in Effect 
F London, May 2. 
New excise duties on raw film 
stock became operative in England 
yesterday (Monday). Chancellor of 
the Exchequer has shown no incli- 
nation to set a definite datz when he 
will see the deputation, led by David 
Griffiths, president of Kinemato- 
greph Renters Society, protesting 
new film duties in the recently out- 
lined British budget. He will speak 
for all sections of the industry. 
Newsreel situation in the new tax 
setup is status quo at ihe present. 


Norwegian Film Chief 
Confers with U. §. Execs 


Kris Aamot, director of Norway’s 
government distrib agency, has ar- 
rived in New York from the Coast 
for huddles with foreign managers 
of U. S. major firms. 

He’s accompanied by Gonnar Foss- 
berg, his first assistant. 

Aamot’s position is doubly impor- 
tant to American distribs because 
Norwegian theatres come under the 
government wing. 


Majors Study Spain 
Each of the American major com- 
panies has sent two or more reps to 
Spain to thoroughly check the dis- 
tribution situation there under Gen- 














Clay Hake, 20th-|the 25% rejection clause given Aus- | eral Franco, 


Film companies want to size up 
possibilities and costs of operation 
under the new government. 
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UNION PACIFIC 


Paramount release af Cecil 
production, directed Py DeMille. Stars 
Barbara Stanwyck and Joel McCrea; fea- 
tures Akim Tamiroff, Robert Preston, 
Lynne Overman, Brian Donlevy. Screen- 
play, Walter DeLeon, €. Gardner Sullivan 
and Jesse Lasky, Jr., based on adaptation 


| Confessions of a Nazi Spy 


B. DeMille | 


vak Screenplay by Milton Krims and 
John Wexley, from original by Leon G. 
Turrou; camera, Sol Polito; editor, Owen 
Marks. At Strand, N. Y.. week April 2S, | 
‘39. Running time: 110 MINS. 
Oe ee oe Edward G. Robinson 
| BOCES «5 occ acccvee este Francis Lederer 
BOMIAPS?, oo ve cvcctcecceveece George Sanders 
SOP: : MOMs 664s 208 $0666 eeeheens Paul Lukas 
Atty. Kellogg. ..ccccccccccees Henry O'Neill 
a Pere eee Lya Lys 
Mrs. Schmeider. «.<scsccesess Grace Stafford 
Scotland Yard Man...... James Srephenson 
KrOSMAN...cscccscscccccesss. 1g Rumann 
a ee rr ere Perr ss Fred Tozere 
SOGMOMs oS OW6S 068 6 ecataséeuceeé Dorothy Tree 
PaO... ON a 6 26s seawe ns sesees Ceila Sibelius 


Warner Bros. First 
tion. Stars Edward G. 
Francis Lederer. 


National produc- 
Robinson; features 
Directed by Anatole Lit- 





‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ will 
probably deliver big in terms of box 
office receipts, but the grosses will 
be but a detail in the significance 
of the film. For the sheer theme, 
its treatment and its bearing on Ger- 
man-American relations make the 
social implications far .ore impor- 


| tant than the immediate question of 


by Jack Cunningham of an original by 
Ernest Haycox. Lovation director, Arthur | 
Rosson; camera, Victor Milner and Dewey | 
Wrigley; score, George Antheil; editor, | 
Anre Bauchens. Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., April 27, ‘39. Running time, ' 
133 MINS. 
Mollie Monahan.......-. Barbara Stanwyck 
Je Butler... cccccccccccecssess Joel McCrea 
Te .  eeee cee benbendteeas Akim Tamivroft | 
i ae error ee Robert Preston | 
Leach Overmile....scccsees Lynne Overman } 
Sid Campeau......e+eeeee---Brian Donlevy 
Jack Cordray.....secccecess Anthony Quinn 
Mra. Calvi®f....r.cccssceseuses Evelyn Keyes 
Casement specccoseoece cine miages 
Paddy O’Rourke......essees- Regis Toomey 
Barker . .....5yda Saylor 
MIOMANAN 2... ccvcvescccccess J. M. Kerr.gan 
Dusky Clayton...ccccccoces William Haade 
Ye .. MAPPER rre rere ee Harry Woods 
GOO na neke 6 cteenee~ssnsewe Fuzzy Knight 
General Dodze.......... Francis MacDonald 
PRSUTORIS  . v0 060 ccneewndss4tees Henry Kolker 
Sam Reed......cccccseess ...-Richard Lane 
Gambler ..-cccccoceceores Hugh MacDonald 
Indian Braves.........s0.. § Noble Johnson | 
? Mala 
SWHAMUS 2.2... cccccccccscccres Joseph Sawyer 
Calvin ..cccccccccccoccecses Harold Goodwin 
BUBBD cc ccccccceseccéuscosceces Sheila Darcy 
Dim. TGR i vc 00070 5s0eseseses May Beatty 
WROUNGR csccccccsreccacecqsesss eee CECH 
BHMMES 2. ccccccvccccccccccesenecss Julia Faye 
Mra. Cassidy ......cccccscseces Ruth Warren 
BOG oo icc vesvecssccecesccsememe Dtiscoll 
Dollarhide . , .-eee-Lon Chaney, Jr. 
Paramount and DeMille have a 
boxoffice winner in ‘Union Pacific.’ 
It’s a socko spec, surefire for big 
grosses right down the line. On its 


size and scope, the DeMille produc-,| 
tion is undeniable film fare. Forti- 
fied by extra cast values in Barbara 
Stanwyck and Joel McCrea who are 
costarred, and with Akim Tamiroff, ! 
Robert Preston, Lynne Overman and | 


Brian Donlevy most prominent in) 
support, the marquee also holds 
something besides the director-pro- 
ducer’s tag and reputation. 

Basically, of course, it’s a super-| 
western, cowboys and Injuns_ back- | 
grounded by the epochal building of 
the Union Pacific. It’s a post-Civil 
War saga, with Henry Kolker enact- | 
ing the banker menace who foments | 
and fulminates the sabotage that| 
would favor the competitive Central | 
Pacific. Gamblers Brian Donlevy 
and Robert Preston with their lady- 
luck and loose-lady cargo on wheels, | 
following and disturbing the track- 
layers, are Kolker’s tools in the) 
menacing department. | 

McCrea comes on the scene as an | 
asst. superintendent, which is slang | 
for trouble-shooter. His unkempt but 


quite efficient aides are Akim Tam-| hair clinches and flag-waving dema- 
iroff, as a dialectic Australian-whip | goguery. 


manipulator, and Lynne Overman, | pace and clarity. It is frankly biased 
| against the Nazis and against Ger- 


both on the side of law and order. 
Miss Stanwyck sustains the femme 
interest in a sometimes 


the script’s fault than her own. 
Basically she more than impresses 
with her pleasant Irish brogue as the 
railroad engineer’s daughter, who 
also is the r. r. postmistress on the 
side. 

The clash in realistic values comes 
through the pauses in the melo- 
dramatics between genial badman 
Robert Preston and trouble-shooter 
McCrea. Preston, incidentally, does 


| apostles of ‘good taste’ to call ‘Nazi 


t i ; unpre-| no bones about it. 
possessing manner, which is chiefly | it t 


of the film alludes to this sense of 





a standout job through a consistently 
affable albeit frankly renegade role, 
as the gambler P 

and surly Donilevy. 


how muc money the release makes 
for theatres or for Warner Bros. 
This one is a wartime propaganda 
picture in flavor and essence. It 
must siand -s a living document of 


how little words now mean. The 
world is outwardly at peace. Ac- 
tually there is war going on. A 


war of nerves, of bluff, of propa- 
canda and counter-propaganda. The 
bullets may come later. Decades 
from now what’s happening may be 
seen in perspective. 
torians 


side from a picture company. 
Many will ask, not all of them 
Germans or Nazi sympathizers, how 


|much a film could be made without | 


th: tacit consent and blessing ef the | 
United States Government. There | 
are all sorts of side-issues .and sub- | 


| layers of meaning to this effort. 


The story itself is told in terms | 
of one syllable for maximum mass 
comprehension. Based on articles | 
by Leon Turrou, former G-man, it 
is, in turn, an adaptation of the spy 
trials of 1937 which resulted in the 
conviction of four persons. Its thesis 
is that espionage directed from Ber- 
lin is tied up with the German- 
American bunds, their rallies and 
summer camps and general parading 
around in uniforms. The German 
g0al is destruction of democracy. 

It will be simple for the effete 


Spy’ hoke melodrama. It is. There 
are scenes written in such broad 
simplification as to reek of horse- 


The story, however, has 


many from start to finish and makes 
H-re and there 
akes on ani overtone of unreality, 
but Edward G. Robinson (the FBI 
agent), speaking with Henry O’Neill 
(the district attorney), at the end 


‘unreality’ as evidence of Nazi de- 
mentia. 

Men rather than women will pre- 
sumably respond to the picture. 
There is not much ‘escape literature’ 
in the story except to the degree its 
point is self-congratulation on Amer- 
ica not being in the direct propin- 
quity of the Reich. At the Strand, 





artner to the dour/N.Y., on opening day, plainclothes- 


Preston, for men in the house had no occasion to 
all his rep as a cardsharp and quick | perform their chores. 


Audience sat 


triggerman, makes his a fetching | through in grim silence but the flash- 


romantic assignment, especially un- 
der the charms of Miss Stanwyck. 


| 


| 


The situation where he and McCrea pers drew hisses. 


ing of Hitler’s physiog and the 
marching of the German goose-step- 
Here and there 


oppose each other, and clash dra- sarcastic laughter greeted dialog 


matically, right after the paymaster from German characters. 


A remin- 


, train’s holdup, may_be dismissed as der to a protesting Nazi about the 


cinematic license. 
broader values and the general 
these deficiencies. Still it’s a dis- 
cordant note when, hemmed in by 
casual assassins, they literally en- 
gage in a tea-party repartee. 
However this, along with such 


other situations when only the prin- | 


cipals seem to be preserved from 


By and large the | 


arrest of spies was to this effect: 


‘Aft ll, N is still 
sweep of the DeMille epic sderoms' within . ee 


the 
, United States.’ 
out in applause. 

Not in New York City, however, 
‘but in the cities and towns of the 
middle west will the truly typical 
| reaction to the use of the screen for 


jurisdiction of the 
The audience broke 


dire fates, is a melodramatic exigency | pspaenes 30 eeenee. fensease 


to maintain the conflicting elements 
until the very end. The derailment 
of the train, looting by the Injuns 


and their mireculous escape from | 


(1) the accident, and (2) a scalping 


party, poinis up the latter element. 


It wes a gigantic production job, | 


obviously, with a lon? but imporiant 
cast personnel. Plvs the principals, 
all of whom acquit themselves in 
more than adequate artistry, other 
ood performances are by 


‘oomey in a juvenile tad ae 
M. Kerrigan as Fol ae wy rally is part of the indictment that, 


Julia | W 


railroad en¢ineer; 
Francis MacDonald, Kolker, 


are, all polls agree, overwhelmingly 
against Hitler but they likewise fear 
implication in European’ messes. 
‘Nazi Spy’ could searcely be more in- 
\fiammatory if made in wartime. 
| Nearly every charge is fired. Only 
thing missing is a rape scene by a 
German soldier. 

The cast numbers a fine collection 
of scar-faced Gestapo agents, guys 
| with crew haircuts and assorted livid 





_:.| sneerers. The sheer emotional hatred 
Regis | 


expressed for the American Consti- 
tution and Bill of Rights at a Bund 


hile professing loyalty to the 


Faye (dancehall gal); Robert Barrat, United States, the German-Ameri- 


as a plugugly, who takes a realistic 
lambastint from McCrea in a very 
realistic figh’. and others. 


close-in fisticuffs, gambling saloon 


and danceha!! habitues, and the like. | dominant 
Location director Arthur Rosson,| may perhaps be: (a) that every 
|going German liner has kidnapped 


the score by George Antheil and the 
lensing (fall black-and-white) by 


Victor Milner and Dewey Wrizley| 


are behind-the-camera 2 
That 133 minutes’ running time 


ciallv since the film is not to 
roadshown. Anvart from its Omaha 
world rreem Icst week. as an ex- 
loitation stunt, it opens at ‘he 
roadway Paramount for a r~ *">> 
10. 


standouts. |*re expressions of open treason. 
is; third ee a is that any 

board and could be cut, espe- cafe with the waiters { 
cial: be chorts and tables in checkered linen 


| Germans from ‘Nazi’ Germans. — 
Abel. | good ones are cornered and whisked! to pay off household debts and later a second feature in America. Jolo. 


‘cans are secretly contemptuous of 
' American ‘kultur’ and institutions. 
| Brutality, 
The atmosphere = noes is | 
ide- ting, | sve 
rms ogg i ll ggg em Mi gaye mp | acreeable behavior is included. Two 


calloused inhumanity, 
kidnapping, beating, kicking in the 
groin and every evidence of dis- 


impressions of the films 
out- 


victims of Nazi sadism hidden away 
in dungeons, and (b) that the — 
in leather 


‘sc a nest of conspirators. It should 


And the his- | 
will almost certainly take 
note of this daringly frank broad- | in 
| through 


FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 3, 1939 








_ Miniature Reviews 


‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Cecil 
B. DeMille’s epic of pioneer 
railroad building surefire box- 
office. 

‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ 
(WB). Strong stuff that should 
do good biz, particularly among 
males. 

‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). Myrna 
Loy and Robert Taylor costarred 
in light romantic comedy, okay 
for boxoffice. 

‘Trapped in the Sky’ (Col). 
Aviation spy meller to please 
action fans, okay for supporting 
bills. 

‘Reform School’ (Mill). All- 
Negro cast in acceptable drama 
for the colored houses. 











off back to Germany and _ torture. 
| The picture depicts unrelenting bru- 
‘tality to coerce acquiesence to the 
rule of the party. 
staff aboard 


, suggests 


German 
that any passenger 
|relatives in Germany wiil be r 
|ported if meking even slight dis- 
| paragement of the Nazis. 

This picture will draw return fire 
| from the Nazis in all probability. It 
j is a frontal attack using names and 
actual incidents and carrying an 
|editorial commentator as if it were 


with 


la newsreel expanded to narrative 
| length. 


There isn’t much to single out 
among the performances. It’s a group 
job. Robinson comes in very late 
the film. Paul Lukas carries 
as the bund leader who 
finally falls out with the Gestapo. 
He does this as convincingly as the 
inevitable deletion of the Jewish 
question permits. The missing moti- 
vation, anti-Semitism, is the one 
thing not named and ticketed. To 
that extent its realism is sacrificed 
and the characterization lacks the 


|personal bigotry that would explain 


more persuasively the strange idiocy 
of a well-educated professional man. 
Lya Lys, a new face, plays the 
German hairdresser aboard the liner. 
It is an unsympathetic part with not 
very much opportunity for the ac- 
tress. She holds up the assignment 
okay but what is said about the 
trouping being ali en masse job goes 
for her, too. Perhaps the smartest 
stunt of the film’s direction was the 
eareful under-playing of Robinson 
as the G-man. This was devoid of 
nearly all the histrionics this actor 
usually employs. 

Francis Lederer helps a lot in 
making the vainglorious sap plaus- 
ible. It remains true, however, that 
all the people, under the spell of a 
system and a hypnotic attitude, are 
slightly unbelievable if considered 
individually. They have to be taken 
in the aggregate as symbols of the 
thing with which the story treats. 
Characterizations are all quick 
sketches. Land. 


LUCKY NIGHT 


Hollywood, May 1. 
Metro release of Louis D. Lighton pro- 


duction, Stars Myrna Loy and Robert 
Taylor; features Joseph Allen, Henry 
O'Neill, Douglas Fowley. Directed by 


Norrnan Taurog. Screenplay by Vincent 
Lawrence and Grover Jones; based on story 
by Oliver Claxton; camera, Ray June; 
editor, Elmo Veron; montage, Peter Ball- 
busch. Previewed at Westwood Village, 








April 28, ’39. Running time: 80 MINS, 

Cora Jordan........ eeecccses Myrna Loy 
Bill Overton. -Robert Taylor 
Joe Hilton...... es+..Joseph Allen 
Calvin Jordan... «:--Henry O'Neill 
George........scee -Dougias Fowley 
‘Dusty’ Sawyer... ...Bernard Nedell 
Carpenter....... ecdececcveccces Charles Lane 
"RE 26 ccsene ee «»--Bernadene Hayes 
*‘Blackie’ ...... PTYTTITT TT Gladys Blake 
Mrs, Briggs...... eccccceeses Marjorie Main 
PORCOMMAD . .ccccccccocccces Edward Gargan 
SON ss 6.05 6-65.080864606066 Irving Bacon 
Police Lieutenant..........++. Oscar O'Shea 





‘Lucky Night’ gets «way at a fast 
pace that promises much—bt.. strikes 
a snag somewhere along the middle 
sector to wind up in rather incon- 
clusive fashion. Early sequences pro- 
vide much infectuous fun; middle 
portion swings along with some nice 
newlywed intimacies: but the plot 
goes innocuous when hubby Robert 
Taylor strains at the marriage rou- 
tine and endeavors to kick over con- 
ventions with a binge. 

Combo of Myrna Loy and Robert 
Taylor is hefty marquee dressing to 
carry ‘Lucky Night’ through the 
regular runs for good biz. Pair do 
well with the material at hand, aided 
considerably by human touches in- 
jected by director Norman Taurog. 
Script dips rather broadly into the 
screwball technique at the start; 
falters when it endeavors to switch 
to straight domestic comedy; and 
folds up in trying to reach a con- 
clusion. 

Miss Loy, daughter oi a steel 

agnate, decides to chuck her soft 
life for a job. Cutting father’s ties, 
she meets job-seeking Taylor on a 
park bench. Pair parlay a nickle 
into a wild night that ends in mar- 
riage that neither remembers. Cou- 
ple sets up in a small apartment, 
and Taylor nails a job as a paint 
salesman. Everything is fine until 





be bad for biz in such taverns. i 
An effort is made to separate ‘good 


The 


he gets a $10 raise, and this, to him, 
| requires a celebration. Miss Loy 
reneges, stating increase will have 


Pep rallies of the | 
liners clearly | 


re- | 


be put aside for security. But Tay- 
lor’s idea of fun rather than se- 
curity winds up in separation with 
Miss Loy returning to her under- 
standing pa, Henry O'Neill. Latter 
brings the couple together at the 
finish. : : 

After the opening sequences, in 
which Miss Loy and Taylor romp 
through a wild and adventurous 
night at a fast clip, picture reverses 
into long dialog passages to develop 
its plot—rather than situations. At 
times, it gets too talky without 
anyhing happening. 

Miss Loy is capable as the adven- 
ture-seeking heiress, and deports 
herself in excellent fashion as the set- 
tled housewife later. Taylor gets over 
nicely in the broadest comedy role 
he has had so far. Most prominent 
in the support are Henry O’Neill as 
the girl’s father; Charles Lane as 
the irascible employer; and Douglas 
Fowley, night club operator. 

Audiences generally will accept 
| ‘Lucky Night’ as a light piece of 
|entertainment as a whole, but cer- 
| tain sectors might take exception to 
so much liquor-imbibing. 


TRAPPED IN THE SKY 





| Columbia release and production. Fea- 
ij tures Jack Holt, Ralph Morgan. Directed 
by Lewis D, Collins, Adaptation and story 
by Eric Taylor and Gordon Rigby; camera, 
James S. Brown, Jr.; elitor, Dwight Cald- 
well At Central, N. Y., dual, week April 
29, ‘39. Running time: 61 MINS, 

| APPERTEEerery ....Jdack Holt 
Col. Whalen... ..Ralph Morgan 
Gen, MOGI. . coe ceececeesserss Paul Eveyton 
Carol Rayder....cecees: Katherine De Mille 
FOrnay...c.csccccsccceces C. Henry Gordon 
Mann......cccccccceccceesSianey Blackmer 
DATO. cc cccccccccccceececeeccse Ivan Lebedeff 
Lieut. Gray..cccccccscssserss Regis Toomey 
Pielding. ..cccccccceceseces liolmes Herbert 
yg PEPER ETELERT CLES LL Guy D’Ennery 


Aviation mystery actioner pro- 
duced with skillful economy and 
making the most of an unpretentious 
script and Jack Holt’s talents. Fairly 
acceptable film fare for dual pro- 
grams. 

Except for several highlights, the 
picture ambles along at a leisurely 
pace. It drags slowly almost through 
its entire length. Cutting won’t help 
that, as it is down to bare feature 
requirements already. There’s a 
paucity of thrills in this story of 
army aviation tests of a new-type 
noiseless plane, although the plot is 
cleverly worked out. Director hasn't 
provided enough suspense to create 
more than a mild interest in the pro- 
ceedings. Only in the final climactic 
episode, when a plane explosion 
menaces the pilot and the plane’s 
inventor, is there any real sock. 

Plot concerns inventor of a new 
high-speed noiseless plane who con- 
spires with foreign governments who 
wish to buy the invention. The only 
way they can get the rights is to 
have U. S. Army tests of the plane 
fail, with the anticipation the Gov- 
ernment then would reject it. An 
Army lieutenant dies when the plane 
explodes and crashes on its first test. 
Holt, as the lieutenant’s superior, 
arranges to have himself blamed for 
the crash and court-martialed in 
order to lead suspected foreign 
agents on. Gaining their confidence, 
the trail leads to the guilty parties. 

The final scenes are inconclusive, 
leaving audience to take it for 
granted that the Government buys 
the invention and punishes the 
treacherous inventor. 

Holt and C. Henry Gordon, as the 
master spy, carry the most important 
roles and do a worthwhile job. Ivan 
Lebereff, Katherine De Mille, Holmes 
Herbert, Ralph Morgan and Sidney 
Blackmer, all good troupers, have 
=e roles and do all required of 

em. 


21 DAYS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, April 20. 





Columbia production and release. Stars 
Vivien Leigh, Leslie Banks, Laurence 
Olivier. 


Directed by Basil Dean. Scenario, 
Graham Greene from John Galsworthy’s 





story, ‘The First and the Last’; camera, 
Jan Stallich. At Phoenix, London. Run- 
ning time: 75 MINS, 

ee Vivien Leigh 
Keith Darrantscccccccccsecess Lestie inks 
SEED -DOSCORE «0 c0h000000% Laurence Olivier 
Pr .-Francis L. Sullivan 
John Evan....... TT iT TTT ree Hay Petrie 
Henry Wallenn................Esme Percy 
ree seceses- Robert Newton 
ne REET PURPORT TCT TTT Te Victor Rietti 
Alexander McVherson.......Morris Harvey 
Carl Grunlich.......... -....-Meinhart Maur 
Se San b66000 enon 66-on Elliot Mason 
NN ain.600'b 4s 6608000480046 David Horne 





This film, adapted from a John 
Galsworthy story, is spasmodically 
dramatic. It’s about a man who kills 
another in self defense and an in- 
nocent victim is arrested. The pris- 
oner is remanded for three weeks, 
and there is every indication he will 
be convicted. The man who com- 
mitted the slaying marries the girl 
who witnessed it, decides to live the 
full 21 days and then give himself up 
rather than let an innocent man suf- 
fer for the crime. However, the 
prisoner dies of heart failure and all 
ends happily. 

Film is competently directed and 
well written. Like all Galsworthy 
tales, the characters are believeable 
and are generally well acted. Pro- 
duction is adequate but not elaborate. 

With Vivien Leigh, Leslie Banks 
and Laurence Olivier featured, and 
Francis Sullivan, Hay Petrie, Esme 
Percy and Robert Newton in rela- 
tively small, but important, roles, 
the film should have a definite ap- 
peal in this country and pull well as 





—————- 


DERRIERE LA FACADE 
(‘Behind the Facade’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Paris, April 22. 


Filmsonor release of Regina production, 
Directed by Yves Mirade and Georges Lae 


combe. Music, A, Gailhard; camera, 
Amenise, Juillard. At the Colisee Cinema 
Paris. Running time: 90 MINS, 
Commissaire Boucheron.,... Lucien Baroux 
Inspector Lambert......... Jacques Baumer 
Alfredo... .cceceseccsccnccceses Jules . Berry 
| ee PPP TTT Peer Andre Lefaur 
Madame Rameau...... eeee-Elvire Popesco 
Na cakecsan sueees eccccedecs Gaby Morlay 
Picking. ......ccccccccccees+ Michel Simon 
Englishwoman.....s.s.. ee+..Betty Stockfield 

Pian d ccccnccegeesecses Eric von Stroheim 
RNs 5 608 2b 0dhethseedehea ce Simone Berriau 
BONO s 6.00 60 6660404 6064 0000064d566 Carette 
President Bernier....ecsss+: Aime Clariond 
Madame Bernier.......... Gabrielle Dorziat 
Sub-Directress..........Marguerite Moreno 





A fast moving, well directed mur- 
der drama, with a*. the musts, 
‘Derriere la Facade’ is .1refire in 
any country where mistresses, gigo- 
los and high-class pleasure spots 
don’t get entangled in the censor’s 
hair. 














There’s the common soldier, in 


| love with a maid, card sharps, swin- 


dlers, knife throwers, bank clerks 
who have stolen for the love of a 
girl, the femme du monde with her 
gigolo and a judge whose son is 
nearly arrested for the murder 
around which the plot revolves as he 
picked the same night ‘o kill the 
mistress of his father. It's all spicy 
amusement. 

Barovux and Baumer, as ambitious 


coppers, make it more interesting 
by their attempts to outdo each 
other. 


Many players, though well known, 
haven't much to do, but each keeps 
the performances at a high level. 

Hugo. 


REFORM SCHOOL 


(NEGRO) 
Los Angeles, May 1. 


Million Dollar production and release; 
Harry M. Popkin, executive producer; Sara 
Frances, associate producer, Stars Louise 
Beavers. Directed by Leo C. Popkin. Story 


by Hazel Jamieson and Joe O'Donnell; dia- 
log by Zelda Young; camera, William 
Hyers; asst. director, V. O. Smith; editor, 


Bart M. Rauw. Reviewed at Million Dol- 


lar, L. A., April 27, '39. Running time: 
82 MINS. 

Mother Bartom...ccccecssess T.oulse Beavers 
Freddie Gordon........ Reginald Fenderson 
SOCKBOR ccc cccccccecceccceess Monte Hawley 
na’ SELERELIETT LTT 66666656 Eugene Jackson 
MAGS. . ccocceccccecesocees Freddie Jackson 
JOO. c cccccceccccccce eeeeceocess Eddie Lynn 
| errr rrr rT eeccese De Forrest Covan 
OD sk 6 044644000606006 4442 Bob Simmons 
We, WEOMD dsc ceceseeesess Maceo Sheffield 


Reform School Official...Edward Thompson 
Reform School Official Vernon Met'alla 






SOMGR, TAMRLG, cc cccccccascoccved Alfred Grant 
Jackie ROOTS... .cccsccsecessesd Milton Hall 
er ae Clifford Holland 


»»-Edward Patrick 
Gas Station’ Attendant....Charles Andrews 





ORIG ss 00006 00cs sesvceves Harold Garrison 
Wl 50.4.464606 4606G6000¢0000+0%8 Edward Tony 
The several hundred theatres 


catering to Negro patr n-ge have a 
good bet in this one, \.ith Louise 
Beavers heading an all-Negro cast. 

Story is of familiar pattern, and 
elemental in both plot and dialog. 
Gang of youngsters go through ex- 
periences in state reform school, 
where honor system is put into effect 
after regime of crueltv. Kids balk 
at the efforts of Miss Beavers to in- 
stall better conditions, but finally 
reform to catch a thief after both 
she and the boys are placed under 
suspicion. 

Both dialog and plot are easily 
understandable. Six boys a billed 
as the Harlem Little Tuff Kids, with 
Reginald Fenderson their leader. 
Comedy antics of the boys are broad 
enough and surefire for audiences 
for which picture is intended. ; 

Louise Beavers will prove a satis- 
factory marquee name for draw pur- 
poses. Studio credits state Reginald 
Fenderson was prominent in the 
stage version of ‘Green Pastures.’ 

Picture is third in group Harry 
Popkin is turning out for the colored 
trade. With limited bookings avail- 
able, production is of moderate pro- 
portions, but offering compares fa- 
vorably with indie features in com- 
parative price range. Direction and 
story are deliberate in making plot 
and situations understandable, and 
players enunciate lines clearly and 
sharply—although at times delivery 
seems over-dramatic. 


LA FIN DU JOUR 


(‘The End of the Day’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, April 20. 
Filmsonor release of Regina production. 
Features Michel Simon, Louis Jouvet, Vie- 
tor Francen, Madeleine Ozeray, Gabrielle 
Dorziat. Directed by Julien Duvivier. 
Original, Charles Spaak, Duvivier; dialog, 


Charles Spaak; music, Maurice Jaubert; 
camera, Christian Matras. At the Made- 
leine Cinema, Paris, Running time: 105 
MINS. 

PD, +.64.656850060600668 Miche! Simon 
Saint-Clair....... Cocereseeeess Louis Jouvet 
Se eeccccesececss Victor Francen 
Mme. Chabert.....0.....-Gabrielle Dorziat 
Jeanneite....... eeecceees Madeleine Uzeray 
M., Liuicien...ccccccccccessssscses:: \quilliere 
Le Regisseur...ccscocseesss+/ Arthur Devere 
Mme. Tusini..ccccccccocece eee er 
M. Philemon..... neaskeehook éoeas%% > sQGneee 
DPGRUROMIG s 62 cncccceccesoetscsecce Granval 





With this battery of draw names, 
‘La Fin du Jour’ would have a good 
chance at success in France ordin- 
arily, though the story cannot 
called strictly commercial. But add 
the direction of Julien Duvivier, with 
his finesse for understanding and 
producing human reactions, and this 
film is a draw most anywhe-e. 

‘Fin du Jour’ is a study of a col- 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Did Somebody 
Say Something 


about 


CONSISTENT 
DELIVERY? 


Who else but WARNER BROS. offers not 1, not 2, not 3 but 


4 TREMENDOUS ATTRACTIONS RIGHT NOW! 


Confessions of a 


NAZI SPY | JUAREZ 


Sensation of Sensations at the N. Y. Strand! Absolute sellout at $2 - top at the Hollywood, N. Y.! :* 


DARK VICTORY! DODGE CITY 


Radio City hold over — ditto in practically every spot! The extended-time special! Matching ‘Robin Hood’ everywhere! 






























_warewepe 














Who else but WARNER BROS. can show 
A FULL-YEAR RECORD LIKE THIS! 





DARK VICTORY DAWN PATROL BROTHER RAT 
JUAREZ THE MAN WHO DARED ANGELS With DIRTY FACES 
Confessions of a NAZI SPY A FAMILY AFFAIR THE DEVIL ON WHEELS 
DODGE CITY THE KID FROM KOKOMO _— BLACK WELL’S ISLAND 

THE OKLAHOMA KID HELL’S KITCHEN THE SISTERS 

WINGS OF THE NAVY THEY Made Me aCRIMINAL EACH DAWN | DIE 

YES, My Darling DAUGHTER DEVIL’S ISLAND FOUR DAUGHTERS 


JACK L. WARN ER In Charge of Production ° HAL B. WALLIS Executive Producer 


(Dare ‘em to compare ‘em! It’s the Fair Way!) 
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U.S. Bill of Particulars in N. Y. Suit 
A Mass of Vagaries; Majors in a Spot 





The long awaited bill of particu- 
lars by the U. S. Government was 
filed Thursday (27) in the Federal 
Court in N. Y., by Paul Williams, 
special assistant attorney general 
who is handling the prosecution of 
the case against the major companies. 
Williams arrived Wednesday (25) 
from Washington and was forced to 
delay a day due to slight irregulari- 
ties in the bill, in that it failed in 


some respects to confor mwith N. Y. | 


State Law. 


The bill is more compiete than an- | agreements which license exhibition | 


pendently produced pictures from | 
their first-run metropolitan theatres, 
the Government answer was that 
they know of no specific contract 
for that exclusion, but arrangements 
have resulted in that practice among 
themselves for the exhibitions of 
their pictures to the exclusion of the | 
independent and foreign producer. 
The Government reiterates that) 
innumerable agreements, contracts 
and understandings in the form of 
|long term franchises, or shorter | 








| Wallace Beery, Metro and 20th; 
Gloria Blondell, Columbia and War- 
ners; Claudette Colbert, Warners and 
Paramount; Melvyn Douglas, Colum- 
bia and Metro; Irene Dunne, Colum- 
bia, Paramount, RKO and Universal; 
Cary Grant, Columbia and RKO; 

| Jean Hersholt, Metro and 20th; E. E. 

bee) Universal and 20th; Boris 
Karloff, Universal and WB; Edmund 
Lowe, 20th and Universal; Herbert 
Marshall, Paramount and RKO; Wil- 
liam Powell, Metro and WB; Gene 
Raymond, RKO and Warners; Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, Columbia and 
Warners; Fred Stone, Paramount and 
RKO; and Gloria Stuart, 20th and 
| Univ ersal. All of these double con- 
| tracts occurred since July 1, 1934. 


‘Loans of Personnel, 
And ‘Coercive Selling’ 


It is also stated that the acts of the 


ticipated in the beginning, but it fails | of each other’s pictures, result in the | distributors in not permitting per- 
to include all the items, as previ- | exclusion of other domestic and for- | sonnel to be made available to inde- | 


ously intimated by Government of- 
ficials. In a great number of cases 
the Government refused specific in- 
formation and demands, 
that they did not know, 
ing the burden back on the film 
companies. 

In no instance 
ment tip its hand, 
information as would be readily 
known to a well informed layman or 
film man. The failure to 


does the Govern- 


theoretical spot. 
several options. 
verified bill of particulars, which in | 
all probability will be denied, inas- | 
much as Judge William Bondy in 
granting the request for the bill on 
March 7, allowed the Government 
to file all available information im- 
mediately, with the balance to come 
20 days before trial. 


The companies can also ask for 
time to answer, which also is likely 
to be denied, or they can enter a 
general denial to the charges with- 
out being specific. This course is 
none too good either, as the Govern- 
ment could then ask for an imme- 
diate trial, which is what the majors 
are fighting desperately to avoid. On 
the other hand, if they file a specific 
answer they will have tipped their 
hand as to defense to the Govern- 
ment. 

For the most part the U. S. has 
stated that the specific violations 
started somewhere between 1918 and 
1930 without giving any further in- 
formation. The only one _ specific 
case of giving information was a list 
of star’s names, who the Govern- 
ment asserts were under contract to 
more than one producer at the same 
time. And even here the list is in- 
complete. 

The bill is as follows: 

Request No. 1 asked for a defini- 
tion of the phrase ‘for many years 
last past,’ and the Government states 
that this covers a period between 
1918 and 1930 and running down to 
the present. 


The next request asks the nature 
and terms of the agreements, and the 
acts and practices upon which the 


They now have 


Government relies to prove that the 
defendants ‘have combined and con- 
spired to monopolize the first run 
Here 
the Government waxes vague, stat- 
ing that it did not know when the 
acts commenced but believed some- 
where between 1918-1924 and run- 


metropolitan deluxe markets.’ 


ning to the present. 


The next request states 


and place and if still in effect. 


Gov’t Emphasizes Big 


Cos.’ Control of Deluxers 


The answer of the Government is 
to the effect that the integration Of 
principal production and exhibition 
Loew’s, 
RKO, Warner Bros., and 20ih Cen- 
tury-Fox is to monopolize the first 
run meiropoliian theatres through 
integration 
agreement, the U. S. cannot name 
the time and place and parties to the 
it occurred afier 


facilities by Paramount, 


agreements. As to the 


agreement, but 


and stated | 
thus throw- | 


only giving such | 


specify | 
places the company defendants on a} 


One is to demand a | 


that 
an integration of facilities are com- 
plained of, but fails to allege the 
basis of such illegality. Particulars 
are asked as to parties to the con- 
tracts, terms, names of agents, time 


eign producers. 
The times, 


are unknown to the U.S. 


the U.S. defines a preferred run as 
| giving one theatre a prior run, and 
jnot to a compeiing theatre in the 


| area, where there are competing 
| theatres, or where there octane ully 
| should be. As far as monopoly goe: 

the U.S. states that it on to 


i high-class and all other pictures. 

As to whether there was an agree- 
|ment not to enter competition in 
areas of other defendant; by build- 


| 


reply is that the defendants have 
acted under agreements in not en- 
tering the same area for competing | 
circuits and in division of territory. 
The U.S. does not know the time and 
place and names, but t= agreements 
were partially oral 
written and started 
and 1930. 

The next request of the film com- 
panies, asking that the Government 
specify the ‘innumerable instances’ 
in which independent’ exhibitors | 
were forced to sell or dispose of 
theatres to the majors by coercive 
methods, the Government states will 
be given separately and at’ another 
time to the defendants. A hearing 
will be held on May 5 before Judge 
Bondy, at which time a revoking of 
the order requiring an answer will 
be sought. 

The Government states that if it 
is forced to give the names of its 
\sitnesses now, and not during the 
trial, there is a possibility that sev- 
eral of the defendants, by reason of 
t' eir business relations with the wit- 
nesses, may discourage them from 
testifying at the trial. Or they may 
encourage the witnesses to testify 
reluctantly and unwillingly on be- 
half of the Government, by favor- 
ing them in their business relation- 


between 1918 


| 
places and names of | 
persons involved in these agreements | 


As to preferred run and monopoly, | 


time the agreements were “made, the | 


and partially | able clearance. 


}pendents was 
ment. 

In this regard it is alleged by the 
|U. S. that all the majors except 
United Artists have had understand- 
ings, but they do not know if they | 
are oral or written, or the time, place 
or names of those entering the agree- | 
ments to prevent the independents | 


pursuant to agree- 


from placing personnel under con- | 


tract. ‘In recent years’ means since 

| 1925 as to loans of personnel to each 
other. Loans were pursuant to 
i agreements, but what kind, when or 
where the U. S. does not know. 


Next, ‘coercive selling’ is defined as 
compelling the purchase of films by 
| threatening to build competitive the- 
|atres, to deprive independents of 
| product, purchasing of theatre sites 
' in the neighborhood with suggestions 

| that the defendants intend to build, 
| threats to purchase an equity in in- 
| dependent theatres, and threatening 
to impose on independents unreason- 


All eight of the majors are en- 
gaged in ‘one or more harsh, onerous 
and unfair trade practices’ (block 
booking, etc.), started some time 
since 1918, and all have acted pur- 
suant to agreements between dis- 
tributors. The names, places and 
time is unknown, but some time 
since 1918. Also the Government 
does not know if the agreements 
were oral or written, but agreements 
were to the effect that as a general 
rule they apply the practice to un- 
affiliated theatres. They also have 
applied the practice generally wheth- 
er the unaffiliated theatre is in com- 
petition with an affiliated one or not. 


The eight majors have extended 
the benefits to the five in the exhibi- 
tion field (Paramount, Loew’s, RKO, 
Warners, and Fox). 


An example is sharing advertising 
costs, optional contracts, contract 
modifications, overage and underage, 
cancellation of shorts and move- 
overs, and these benefits extend un- 





ships. 


U. S. Withholds Names, 
Fearing ‘Intimidation’ 


The Government states that the 
power of the court to punish for 
contempt on any interference will 
not afford sufficient se.urity, and 
attorney Williams cites remarks 
made in a similar action .y Austin 
Keough of Paramount, in which 
Paramount denied product to an in- 
dependent after testimony against 
the company. Reprisals and retalia- 
tions on the part of the defendants 
ar. feared. Willia.ns goes on to say 
that the retaliatiors can be con- 
ducted so subtly that tt Govern- 
ment will be faced with the im- 
possible task of policing the entire 
country before tri.’ ‘o watch for 
possible reprisals. 

Asked to identify the 
where two or mo? producer-ex- 
hibitors have theatres and con- 
veniently divide up the pictures be- 
tween them, the U.S. answer is in 
the ‘metropolitan area,’ and where 
distributors operate theatres in the 
same area they ‘split’ the product. 
Example — Convenient division of 
pictures is usually arranged, with 
names, time and places unknown, 
but started some time sinc’ 1918, and 
all defendant affiliates and subsidi- 








instances 





1918, and was parily oral and partly | aries have participated in agreements | 


written, and in effect it provided for | 
the division of territory and exten- 


that they would not compete with 
| each other for product, but would | 





sion of preference to each other in| apportion the pictures. 


the territories. 


Asked for details as to the charge | 
that the defendants have executed 
contracts 


innumerable agreements, 
and understandings. 


A definition of first-run metropoli- 
tan theatres and their location by 
cities and states throughout the U.S. 
Here the 
Government lists 15€ theatres in 37 | 


was the next request. 


leading cities. 


Asked whether or not it was the | 


films’ is given as containing factors 
likely to attract a large patronage 
i: the highest prices in the area, and 
a monopoly of these has existed 
since 1918. 

The defendants’ next request was 
to name those companies participat- 
ing in these practices. The U. S. 
says that all have engaged except 
| United Artists. 

A partial list of stars under con- 





A definition of ‘high-grade quality | 


der contracts, but the times, places 
and names are unknown, except that 
they started since 1918. The Govern- 
ment does not know if the agree- 
ments are written or oral, but the 
benefits are extended whether the 
theatres are affiliated or not; but, 
however, most theatres are in com- 
petition. 

The metropolitan deluxe theatres 
are listed as Paramount, 25; Loew’s, 
21; RKO, 25; Warners, 26; and Fox, 
25. 


The U. S. says further that there 
has been a gradual decrease in the 
number of feature films since 1916, 
but the Government does not know 
whether this is pursuant to an agree- 
ment or not. The decrease has been 
due to, and has aided the monopoly, 
because the affiliated theatres ex- 
hibit the larger proportion of the en- 
tire output as first-run productions 
in first-run houses, 

The bill of particulars was signed 
by John T. Cahill, U. S. Attorney- 
General; Thurman Arnold, assistant 
attorney-general; and Paul Williams, 
Robert L. Wright, John F. Clogett, 
J. Stephen Doyle, Jr., Shelby Fitze, 
special assistant attorneys-general, 
and Seymour Krieger and Seymour 
Simon, special attorneys. It covered 
33 pages. 


Par Files Its Answer 
| To Stockholder Suit 


Paramount filed answer in N. Y. 
federal court Wednesday (26) to the 
$25,000,000 stockholder action 
brought against it by Frank Jablow 
|and Sam Acker. 
| Par first requests dismissal of the 
complaint on grounds of failure on 
the part of the plaintiff to comply 
with the rules of Civil Procedure, 
| which states that each cause of ac- 
| tion in a complaint must be in sepa- 
rate counts. 

Paramount states that if this is de- 





























claim that the defendants entered! tract to more than one producer-| nied it will ask that the plaintiff 
into any agreement to exclude inde- exhibitor at the same time includes | serve the company with an amended 








complaint and bill of particulars. 
Hearing on this application will be 
May 5. 

American Telephone & Telegraph, 
Western Electric and Electrical Re- 
search Products, Inc., also on May 5, 
will ask the court to dismiss that 


them. 
The portion of the complaint in- 
volving the telephone company 


claims hugh and excessive sums paic 
for licensing agreements, and a loss 
of $400,000 through the appointment 





'as the Paramount president. 





More Suits 











(Continued from page 3) 
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| monopoly which is now charged to 





exist. Such control would be 
lequally disastrous to independent 
theatre owners. Local monopoly 


‘control may be quite as effective in 
stifling competition as national mo- 
nopoly control and at the same time 
be more disorderly. It would also 
| put the producers who had divested 
themselves of their theatres, at the 
mercy of the local monopoly.’ 

The film industry contains many 
|‘defensive combinations against ag- 
| gressive tactics of others’ which run 
counter to the anti-trust laws, Prof. 
|Arnold said, while many other 
chains are equally subject to attack. 
In fairness to the Griffith enter- 
prises, he remarked that other ac- 
tions are contemplated. 

One of the objects of the Okla- 
homa action attracted considerable 
attention. The request for injunc- 
tion against pooling and collective 
purchasing. Recalling the NRA 
code days, Myers said the D. J. has 
adopted Allied’s claim that exhibs 
should be assured ‘the right to buy.’ 
This phase of the action looked like 
veiled Administration support for 
the Neely bill, although the anti- 
trust division ordinarily is not dis- 
posed to back up particular pieces 
of legislation. 

The broadness of the bill of com- 
plaint showed positively the D. J. 
has been digging intensively into 
various regional situations that have 
been called to its attention. Many 
other sectional chains are subject to 
the same sort of attack, with disso- 
lution to be asked in nearly every 
instance. 

Despite the refusal to discuss the 
next moves, the D. J. in the past has 
indicated actions of this kind may 
be anticipated in practically every 
major territory. Sleuths have been 
particularly interested in New York, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Southern 
California, Michigan, and New Eng- 


THEATRE BLDG. 





portion of the complaint, filed by 
Jablow and Acker, as applies against 


of John E. Otterson, ERPI president, | 


ALL OVER 
THE MAP 


Canton, O., May 2. 
A new theatre, the Fayette, opened 





| at Celina, O., by Fred Schmitt and 


his son Robert. Site of the new 
house formerly a business location. 

Chris Velas, Wheeling, W. Va., has 
plans fer a new 800-seater at Woods- 
dale, Wheeling suburb. Velas, an 
Ohio and West Virginia exhibitor, 
expects to have the new house ready 
for opening in September. 

Construction has been started on 
a new 1,000-seat house by A. C. 
Schwartz and J. H. Shulman, at 
Painesville. Will be ready for open- 
ing late in the summer. 





Blaxall’s New Houses 
Palouse, Wash., May 2. 

C. A. Blaxall, owner of the Con- 
gress theatre and hotel, will open 
the Family theatres at Garfield and 
Oakesdale May 1. He recently pur- 
chased these theatres and closed 
them for remodeling. 

John Lee, operator of theatres in 
Soap Lake and Quincy, has nearly 
finished construction of a new house 
at Ephrata, near Coulee Dam. 

Fox-W. C.’s Newest 
Sacramento, May 2. 

A. M. Bowles, northern California 
division manager for Fox-West 
Coast, announces that a new 800- 
seater will be built in San Carlos. 
W. H. Lollier, in charge of the Fox- 
West Coast real estate department, 
will supervise construction of the 
new -house. 





More Seats for Calif. 
Los Angeles, May 2. 
Intercoast Amusements, Ltd., breaks 
ground next month for a new 946- 
seater in Merced, to be known as 
the Gateway, and slated to open 
Sept. 10. Same company is building 
another house in Santa Rosa. 





Wisc.’s New Theatres 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis., May 2. 

Frank Eckhardt opened the new 
Wisconsin here last week, 800-seater. 

At Tomahawk, Howard W. Ro- 
barge plans a new 500-seater. 

A. E. Kuehn and Dr. J. J. Hau- 
brick building 500-seater at Osh- 
kosh, 

C. L. Roser opened the 400-seat 
Juliar at Baraboo Thursday (27). 





land. 








Welcomes Suits 
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(1), Mangum (3), Oklahoma City 
(1), El Reno (3), Ponca City (3), 
Scapula (2), Sayre (2), Vinita (2), 
Dewoka (3). 

Texas—Cleburne (2), Goldsmith 
(1), Lubbock (3), Midland (3), Sun- 
ray (1). 

Partnerships, Etc. 

In partnership arrangements—Ard- 
more, Okla. (6), Bristow, Okla. (2), 
Fairfax, Okla. (1), Gainesville, Tex. 
(4), and Miami, Okla (2). 

Westex Theatres, Inc., has the fol- 
lowing locations and number of the- 
atres: 

New Mexico—Portales (2). 

Texas—Ballinger (2), Belton (2), 
Brady (2), Burkburnett (2), Clarks- 
ville (3), Georgetown (2), Gonzales 
(1), Hereford (1), Lampasas (2), 
Lockhart (1), Luling (1), Merkel 
(1), Odessa (2), Plainview (3), San- 
saba (1), Spur (2), Stamford (2), 
Winters (2). 

R. E. Griffith Theatres, Inc., has 
the following locations and number 
of theatres: 

New Mexico— Alamogordo (2), 
Carlsbad (2), Clovis (3), Conchas 
Dam (1), Deming (1), Eunice (1), 
Gallup (2), Hobbs (2), Jal (1), Lov- 
ington (1), Rockwell (2). 

Texas—Olney (3), Post (1), Alvin 
(1), Bay City (2), El Camp (2), 
Texas City (2), Victoria (2), Whar- 
ton (1). 

Arizona—Ajo (1), Benson (1), 
Bowie (1), Coolidge (1), Duncan (1), 
Elroy (1), Florence (1), Hayden (1), 
McNary (1), Pima (1), Ray (1), Saf- 
ford (2), Springerville (1), Sonora 
(1), St. Johns (1), Superior (1), 
Willcox (1). 

Totals of towns and theatres ope- 
rated by Griffith and its affiliated 
companies named defendants in the 
Government suit show 22 towns and 
57 theatres for Griffth Amusement 
Co.; 27 towns and 69 houses for Con- 








solidated Theatres, Inc.; 19 towns and 





Southwest’s Bldg. 
Dallas, May 2. 
New southwestern theatre build- 


‘ing includes Campus at Lubbock, 


850 seats, due to start in two weeks; 
Franklin, Bay City, 750 seats; Camp- 
us, Stillwater, Okla. 440; Superba 
at Denison, to be completely re- 
modeled and balcony added, upping 
seating capacity by 120. 





New Atlanta Nabe 
Atlanta, May 2. 

Evins Amusement Co. last week 
leased ground for new 1,000-seat the- 
atre in Briarcliff Plaza, new com- 
munity realty development. Theatre 
will occupy central spot in project, 
which will cover an entire block. 
John G. Evins, co-owner and mgr. of 
Tenth St. (nabe) is prez of amuse- 
ment firm. 

G. Tom Bailey, operator of chain 
of colored houses here, has com- 
pleted remodeling of his Lenox the- 
atre, including doubling of seating 
capacity to 500. 





Reading’s Ist Auto Cinema 

Reading, Pa., May 2. 
First outdoor theatre here, to be 
in operation every Monday and Fri- 
day night during the season, opened 
tonight. Operators have leased large 
parking field at Reading Fair prop- 
erty, one mile north of city limits. 
Twenty-five cents admits automobile 
with not more than five persons; 

others must pay five and 10c each. 





Estherville’s (Ia.) Boom 
Mason City, Ia., May 2. 

Construction of a new theatre at 
Estherville, Ia., is planned there. by 
Central States, the second being 
built in Estherville. Two days pre- 
vious, Harold Aldinger of Primghar 
and C. J. Furstow of Sioux Falls. 
S. D., signed a 10-year lease on a 
theatre there. 





34 theatres for Wextex: and 36 towns 
and 49 theatres for R. E. Griffith 
Theatres, Inc., or a total of 104 towns 
in which these four companies have 
209 theatres. 
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Advertisiné that puts your sales arjument over 


quickly and graphically is a $god_ investment. 


eS Advertising that appeals to people while they ie 
are in a mood to buy is a dood investment, 


Advertising that entertains while it sells is a 


novel investment. 





Advertising that is heard as well as seen is a 


* 
rare investment, 





The National Sereen Pre-vue Trailer ... only 
: advertising combining all these features is a 
great _ investment. 


Why not use this unique advertising on your 
screen? It sells your show to a one hundred per- 
cent audience, at the lowest cost per ticket sold. 


| The National Sereen Pre-vue Trailers are made 
by men with twenty years experience selling 
_ pictures to your public. 


WAse mer a\viia- 


NATIONAL 
PRIZE BABY OF THE INDUSTRY 
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Film Reviews 





LA FIN DU JOUR 





(Continued from page 16) 


lection of retired players. Most de- 
testable and, at the same time iov- 
able of these is Michel Simon, who’s 
bitter because he was always an un- 
derstudy and never appeared in any 
worthwhile production. Victor Fran- 
cen portrays regret and disappoint- 
ment because he was a great actor, 
though never. appreciated. He 
nurses a vitrolic hatred for Louis 
Jouvet, the greatest lover of his day, 
and whom Francen blames for the 
suicide of his wife. Gabrielle Dor- 
Ziat was a great actress, still in love 
with Jouvet, as he was unknowingly 
the father of her first child. Made- 
leine Ozeray is a waitress in the lo- 
cal cafe that the pensionnaires of 
the home often visit. She, too, loves 
Jouvet and nearly suicides at his re- 
quest to satisfy his crazed belief that 
he’s still a great lover. 


These characters, plus many others, 
form the setting. While Simon is 
agitating for better treatment of the 
pensionnaires, the director announces 
it’s to be closed for a lack of funds. 
It’s eventually saved by popular 
subscription but not before Simon 
dies from a stroke when faced with 
playing in public the part he has} 
always wanted. and Jouvet is sent 
to a sanatorium as a mad man. 

The picture could be scissored in 

laces. Simon is outstanding, while 

rancen and Jouvet do well, too, 
though the latter overplays in some 
instances. Miss Ozeray captures the 
simplicity of the waitress to perfec- 
tion. Remainder of acting is on rel- 


because of draw names and timeli- % 


ness of subject. 

Jean-Pierre Aumont as the would- 
be deserter, turns in his best per- 
formance, but Corinne Luchaire as 
his sweetheart, does little to improve 
her standing. Berthe Bovy, as Au- 
mont’s jealous mother, whose only 
son has been called to arms, is weak. 

Entirety takes place in two hours, 
after a bomber blasts the tracks of a 
troop train near Aumont’s home vil- 
lage. As a detachment must go to 
the nearest station for repairs, Au- 
mont asks to go along, convincing 
his superior, Aimos, to allow him 
non-official leaves during the hour 
so he can visit his family and sweet- 
heart, 


When he locates his mother, he’s 
told his sweetheart has deserted the 
family roof to work in local dive. 
His mother begs him not to see her, 
saying the girl is not good enough 
for him, but he refuses to listen. Au- 
mont begs her to leave but she re- 
fuses, saying he never replied to her 
letters and that she was driven from 
his home by his own mother. 

On his father’s advice, his mother 
confesses she kept the letters and 
was the cause of the girl leaving. 
Aumont returns to the canteen, de- 
termined to make the girl change 
her mind. He does, but is caught 
in the wine cellar with her by the 
owner, who has designs on the girl. 
He knows the boy’s leave is up but 
refuses to let him go, saying he is 
going to turn him over to the mili- 
tary police as a deserter. A fight 
follows, wherein owner is knocked 
unconscious. Believing him dead, 
Aumont starts to escape with the 
girl when the Germans bomb the 





atively high standard. Hugo. 


BLUE MONTANA SKIES | 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Harry Grey Produc: | 


tien, Stars Gene Autry; features Smiley 
Burnette. Directed by B. Reeves Eason. 
Original story, Norman S. Hall and Paul 
Franklin; screenplay, Gerald Geraghty; 
editor, Lester Orlebeck; camera, Jack 
Marta. Previewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y¥.. April 27, ’39. Running time, |} 
56 MINS. 
Bry Pree eee Gene Autry 
NE 0s 65009504de0bsoeNbess Smiley Burnette 
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As fare for the secondary duals 
“Blue Montana Skies,’ Gene Autry’s| 
latest singing western, will more) 
than hold up its share of the b.o, 
burden. While still retaining much 
of the orthodox western formula the 
yarn deals with fur smuggling in 
this instance, 

Norman S. Hall and Paul Frank- 
lin’s original story has lent the film 
a timely touch with a script based 
upon the operations of fur smugglers 
baffling Uncle Sam’s watchdogs and 
the vigilant Northwest Canadian 
Mounties, 

Autry, in partnership with Smiley 
Burnette and Tully Marshall, is 
chaperoning cattle across the border 
for sale in the Canadian northwest. 
Accidentally stumbiing upon a con- 
voy of contraband pelts, Marshall is 
knifed by the smugglers and left to 
die in the woods. However he 
scrawls the brand of a nearby ranch 
on a stone, said ranch, of course, 

roving to be the thieves’ hideout. 

une Storey, part owner of the ranch. 

is an unwitting accomplice of the 
leader, Harry Woods. Autry even- 
tually snares the entire wicked crew 
and wins the hand of the fair Miss 
Storey. 

Autry sings three tunes. ‘Rockin’ 
in the Saddle All Day,’ ‘Neath the 
Blue Montana Sky’ and ‘I Just Want 
You,’ the latter by far the best. 
Miss Storey, vivacious blonde. reg- 
isters satisfactorily as the heart in- 
terest and Smiley Burnette, as usual, 
proves a creditable foil for comedy 
relief. Harry Woods does a standard 
heavy. 

Director Breezy Eason, who in a 
lengthy tenure at Warners turned 
out some tiptop low budget films. 
has paced the sequences nicely. Jack 
Marta’s cameraing is adeauate and 
the editing of Lester Orlebeck is 
okay although the early scenes might 
a been speeded up to better 
effect. 


LE DESERTEUR 


(‘The Deserter’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, April 21. 


production and _ releace. 
&tars Corinne Luchaire, Jean-Pierre Au- 
mont. Directed by Lenoide Moguy. 
nario, J. Companeez and M. Deligne: dia- 
log, Marcel Archard; music, Honegger and 
Henry Verdun; camera, Robert Le Fevre. 

Cast: Jean-Pierre Aumont, Corinne Lu- 
chaire, Berthe Bovy, Aimos, Demlont, HKer- 
geron, Armontel, Palmyre Levasseur, 
Roger Legris. At the Olympia, Paris. 
Running time, 95 MINS. 


‘Le Deserteur,’ placed in a World 
War background, lacks conviction in 
too many places to insure itself more 
than just biz in France. It will, 
however glean a goodly share here 





Eclair-Journal 





Sce- | 


canteen, erasing his crime as he and 
the girl escape. pas? 

The German attack on train is 
anything but warlike as bomb on 


'track appears to blow out entire} 


roadway but only knocks out a 
small piece of rail. Also, village is 
apparently without any kind of anti- 
aircraft protection and bombers dive 
at will. 

Aimos turns in his usually work- 
manlike job; Delmont, as Aumont’s 
father, does well and Bergeron het- 
ter establishes himself as a good 
tough in the part of the canteen 
owner. Hugo. 


RECIF DE CORAIL 


(‘Coral Reefs’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, April 23. 
L’ Alliance Cinematographique Europeene 
release of Ufa production. Stars Jean Ga- 
bin and Michele Morgan. Directed by Mau- 
rice Gieize, Original, Jean Martet; sce- 





nario and dialog, Charles Spaak. At the 
Aubert-Palace, Paris. Running’ time, 
95 MINS. 

Trott Lennart. .ccocccccecsess:- Jean Gabin 
Lillian White...cccccsceesss Michele Morgan 
AbbDOY...s005 PTeETITELI TTT Tee Pierre Renoir 
Hobson...... eocccccccccess Saturnin Fabre 
Capt. Jolife..ccccccccsecees. Louis Florence 
Maria. .cccccccevececccecs @eveces Gina Manes 
JIM. cece eccccccceccccccccs Avene Bergeron 
Havelock... ccccccccccccecsss Julien Carette 





Despite the draw names, ‘Recif de 
Corail’ has no crack exploitation pos- 
sibilities and is destined for the 
home market only. Story wanders 
halfway around the earth and back 
again, from an Australian setting 
that’s short on conviction. 

Jean Gabin is a fugitive from the 
law and takes his chances with a 
gunrunner shipping arms to Mexico 
so that he can escape. However, it’s 
discovered he did not commit a rob- 
bery for which he was originally ac- 
cused. 

Hounded and chased by Detective 
Pierre Renoir, who steals every 
scene in which he appears, Gabin 
takes to the woods to find Michele 
Morgan living alone in a mountain 
cottage, herself a fugitive. Ulti- 
mately, the law relents and they are 
allowed to escape, with a deserted 
Pacific isle in view for their future 
paradise. 

Big fault lies not in the acting but 
in the story. The French ideas of a 
rough Australian town and Mexican 
rebels is far from reality. Some 
cutting would help but it wouldn’t 
take picture out of the ordinary 
class. Hugo. 


LES OTAGES 


(‘The Hostages’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, April 23. 

Gray release of Nero production. Directed 
by Raymond Bernard. Original, V. Trivas 
and L. Mittler; dialog, Jean Anouilh: cam- 
era, Robert le Febvre. At the Marivaux, 
Paris. 

Cast: Saturnin-Fabre, Charpin, Larquey, 
Labry, Dorville, Noel Roguevert, Annie 
Vernay, Jean Paqui, Marguerite Pierry, 
Palmyre Levasseur, Mady Berry. Running 
time: 112 MINS. 


‘Les Otages,’ while fair in obre- 
senting French life in a small village 
during the World War, is unconvinc- 
ing. me mediocre acting by some 
principals, to say nothing of com- 
parative lengthiness, confine its 
chances to France. 

The love and marriage of the town 
mayor’s daughter with the son of the 
countryside’s largest landowner, 
| coupled with the war, finally settles 
a lifelong dispute between the two 
fathers and gives the all-clear sign 
for the youngsters’ happiness. As 
the lovers’ fathers have disputed for 
years, the girl goes to Paris, where 








he’s doing his military training to 


marry the boy. They secretly return 
to their village and hide in a barn 
when the Germans occupy the town. 
They are discovered and the young 
husband kills a German officer. To 
save son-in-law’s neck and allow him 
to escape, the mayor hides the body 
f murdered soldier in nearby woods. 
But when it’s discovered by Ger- 
mans, five hostages, who would be 
shot the following morning if the 
guilty person was not found, are de- 
manded. The mayor, landowner, 
town barber, a notary and a local 
drunk are interned. Just before day- 
break the French retake the village 
and the hostages are saved. 

Film is particularly unbelievable 
in that the Germans occupy the town 
without a shot being fired or a 
French soldier being seen. Also, 
when the town is retaken by the 
French, no native troops are visible, 
but only Germans taking to their 
heels to escape bursting shells. 
Charpin, as mayor; Saturnin- 
Fabre, as the landowner; Larquey as 
the notary; Labry, as the barber, and 
Dorville, as a drunk, for the most 
part do commendably, especially 
Charpin and Saturnin-Fabre. Young 
groom is carried by Jean Paqul, 
who’s fair, but Annie Vernay, as the 
mayor’s daughter, continually slides. 
Photography is mostly good. Hugo. 


JOHN H. HARRIS AGAIN 
HEADS VARIETY CLUBS 


Detroit, May 2. 

John H. Harris, Pittsburgh, was 
re-elected Chief Barker for the fifth 
time and Dallas was chosen as 1940 
conclave city by 700 delegates to 
Variety Clubs national convention 
here last week. Other officers are 
Duke Clark, Cleveland, first asst. 
chief barker; John J. Maloney, 
Pittsburgh, second asst. chief barker; 
Frank Drew, Cleveland, national 
prop manager, and James Palmer, 
Pittsburgh, national dough guy. At- 
lanta club, organization’s 21st tent, 
was inducted during conclave. 


Variety clubs contribbed around 
$250,000 to charity during past year, 
annual report showed, and plans 
were formulated to widen organiza- 
tion’s scope in this field. Three- 
day powwow was climaxed Satur- 
day night (29) by $10-a-plate ban- 
quet, at which George Jessel was 
m. c. Other acts included Ethel 
Shutta, Lloyd Nolan, the 16 Dan- 
sonettes and other acts from Fox 
theatre here. 











Al Fenyvessy Mans Own 
Theatre Booth; Picketed 


Rochester, N. Y., May 2. 
Supreme Court Justice John Van 
Voorhis has reserved decision in 
$5,000 injunction suit brought by Al- 
bert Fenyvessy, Arnett theatre, 
against picketing of the house by the 
operators union. Fenyvessy, a li- 
censed operator, took over that job 
at the time he assumed charge of 
the theatre, claiming he could not 
reach an agreement with the union 
on salary of the former operator. 

The union asserts that Fenyvessy’s 
method of operation is unfair to 
other nabe exhibitors and threatens 
the jobs of other union operators. 
The union said Fenyvessy offered 
to pay Bert Blackford, former op- 
erator, $41.07 a week instead of 
$43.25, his former salary. 

The union further charged that 
Fenyvessy is not the true owner of 
the theatre, asserting it is owned 
by the Oberbauer Corp., which leases 
it to Fenyvessy as manager. 

John J. Scully, union attorney, 
told Judge Van Voorhis that the 
Fenyvessy family recently sold the 
West End theatre to Schines and 
agreed not to operate any other thea- 
tre on the West Side, but Albert did 
not sign that agreement. 

In support of the picketing, he 
declared the union has a right to tell 
the public that the theatre does not 
employ a union operator. 


Dickson Goes Goldwyn 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Gregory Dickson has resigned as 
publicity director for Walt Disney to 
take a similar berth with Samuel 
Goldwyn. 

He succeeds John Miles, who draws 
special assignments on Goldwyn pic- 
tures. 











Miss Hopkins Bows Out 


Hollywood, May 2. 
iAiriam Hopkins withdrew yester- 
day (Monday) from ‘The Old Maid’ 
at Warners on physicians’ advice. 
Nervous exhaustio. will keep her 
o. several days. 
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Canadian Film Men Converge on 
Halifax Over New Provincial Law 





St. John, N. B., May 2. 

A status quo prevails in the em- 
bargo on distribution of films to Nova 
Scotia exhibitors by the St. John ex- 
changes, as retaliation for drastic 
legislative restrictions on the opera- 
tions of the exchanges by the prov- 
ince of Nova Scotia. 

On April 20 the St. John exchanges 





Vocafilm Must Furnish 
Particulars to A.T.&T. 


Federal Judge John C. Knox yes- 
terday (Tues.) ordered Vocafilm 
Corp. of America to furnish a bill 
of particulars to American Telephone 
& Telegraph, Western El:ctric and 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
whom Vocafilm is suing for $65,953,- 
125 for allegedly putting iit out of 
business. 

The bill must be furnished in 40 
days, and must contain the names 
and addresses of producers and ex- 
hibitors of pictures, and the vendors, 
manufacturers and lessors of equip- 
ment who the plaintiff claims were 
treated in a like fashion. Also it 
must contain the names of the ex- 
hibitors who, at the trial, the 
plaintiff will claim were prevented 
by the defendants from obiaining 
pictures not made with ERPI equip- 
ment. Also the names of the ex- 
hibitors who were prevented from 
installing equipment other than that 
of the defendants. Also the names 
of the exhibitors using the de- 
fendants’ equipment who were pre- 
vented from exhibiting pictures 
made on equipment other than that 
of the defendants, and lastly, the 


names of the exhibitors whose 
equipment ERPI condemned, 
although it was stiil useful and 


serviceable, and forced them to pur- 
chase new equipment at high prices. 


Pa. Test on Banko 


Harrisburg, May 2. 

Question of the legality of banko 
in Pennsylvania was carried to the 
state supreme court last week for the 
first time since the beginning of liti- 
gation over the games several years 
ago. District Attorney Herbert A. 
Mook, of Crawford county, appealed 
to the high tribunal the ruling of 
Judge O. Clare Kent that bank night 
awards do not constitute a lottery 
such as that outlawed by an 1860 
statute on the subject. 

Mook’s decision to appeal followed 
an injunction obtained against him 
from Judge Kent by the Park the- 
atre, Meadville, Pa., last January. He 
was restrained from interfering with 
weekly $50 prize award. 

Three bills dealing with banko and 
bingo are currently in the law and 
order committee of the House here. 
One prevents the games altogether, 
another makes them legal under a 
permit from the department of 
revenue, and another taxes the 
prizes and requires a permit from 
the county treasurer. 











N. D. Kayees Gifties 
Minneapolis, May 2. 

North Dakota state officials have 
ruled that theatre bank nights and 
bingo games must cease. All cash 
drawings are out, according to de- 
cree. 

Theatres have been notified that 
proceedings will be instituted to re- 
voke licenses if the order is dis- 
obeyed. 


Add: Nixon’s Foldings 


Philadelphia, May 2. 
Another attempt to operate the 
white elephant Nixon’s Grand here— 
the teenth in the past five years—has 
ended in failure after four weeks. 
Previous tries were all on one form 
of vaude policy or another. Latest, 
by Joe Weiner, was straight flicks. 
Weiner started on 10c admish unti} 
6 p. m., 20c after that. In a couple 
weeks he changed to a dime all the 
time, and then added a flock ‘of 
shorts to the duals he was already 
using, but it was no go. House is too 
hemmed in by a couple of old stand- 
bys to get necessary product. 


Kaufman’s RKO Yarn 


Hollywood, May 2. 
RKO has purchased Wolfe Kauf- 
man’s orig, ‘Headline Holiday,’ a 
newspaper yarn. 














Goes on Cliff Reid's 
pronto production. 
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were notified by their head offices 
not to sell or contract for any more 
pictures in Nova Scotia. This order 
holds good. The order did not af. 
fect films contracted for before the 
head office command became effec. 
tive. 

John A. Cooper of Toronto—‘the 
Will Hays of Canada’—made a hur. 
ried trip to Halifax to confer with 
the legislative committee of the pro. 
vincial assembly, in an effort to pre. 
vent the bill covering the drastig 
provisions from being enacted. How. 
ever, the measure, introduced in be. 
half of indeperdent exhibitors of 
Nova Scotia, who claimed a monop- 
oly existed, comprising exchanges 
and theatres, was passed. To really 
become effective, however, it has to 
be approved by the provincial gov- 
ernment by order-in-council. Pres. 
sure is now being brought to bear on 
the government in an attempt to 
sidetrack the order-in-council. The 
independent exhibitors claim they 
have been discriminated against by 
the exchanges, who have supplied 
the theatres affiliated with the ex- 
changes with the better grade of 
films. 


Employed by the Nova Scotia the- 
atres are about 1,000 persons, who 
would be jobless if the theatres shut 
down through lack of pictures. 





Ne N.Y. Delegation 


A committee of Canadian theatre 
and sales representatives is due in 
Helifax, N. S., today (Wed.) to meet 
with the disgruntled exhibs and also 
with the governor of the province in 
hopes that drastic steps necessary on 
proclamation of the regulatory law 
may be avoided. No one will go up 
from New York, home office dis- 
tributing companies believing that 
Canadian reps can handle the sit- 
vation at the beginning at least. 


Canadian committee from Toronto 
is headed by Col. John Cooper, presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Distribu- 
tors Assn. of Canada which handles 
matters above the border in behalf 
of the Hays organization and its dis- 
tributor members. Others on the 
committee are James O’Laughlin of 
20th-Fox, Leo Devaney of RKO, 
Thomas J. Bragg, secretary-treasurer 
of Famous Players-Canadian, and 
Clarence Robson, another FP-C ex- 
ecutive. Wolfe Cohen, division man- 
ager of Warner Bros. in Canada, who 
also headquarters at Toronto, is 
along but only as an observer, it is 
understood. Special counsel accom- 
panied the official negotiating group 
to Halifax. 


Distributor executives at New 
York are hopeful that the Toronto 
committee may get at the bottom of 
troubles in exhibitor ranks in Nova 
Scotia so that they may be straight- 
ened out and the need for any regu- 
latory bill removed. The law was 
slipped through the legislature in 
Nova Scotia at the eleventh hour, 
having been the final bill to be 
passed prior to adjournment until 
next year. The law would impose 
a yearly tax on all exchanges of $250 
and require that all distribs register 
their contracts for approval by ® 
government agency whose powers 
would be unlimited. No such similar 
bil! has been attempted anywhere 
before and, if becoming law, could 
prove very discriminatory. 

A total of 65 theatres in Nova 
Scotia are in jeopardy and jittery 
pending deliberations to forestall the 
onerous law. Should these theatres 
be lost through passage of the bill, 
it would hardly be worthwhile 
maintaining branches at St. John to 
service only 30 houses in New 
Brunswick, 17 in Newfoundland and 
five on Prince Edward Is. The St. 
John branch point is the smallest in 
the entire U. S. and Canadian mar- 
ket, as it is, and many of the the- 
atres in its territory are tin cans. In 
Nova Scotia, over which the regula- 
tery law hovers, the largest theatre 
point is Halifax with eight, next best 
town being Sydney with four. Dart- 
mouth has three theatres and Truto 
also three, while the rest of the 
towns have only one or two theatres 
each. 

Paramount, RKO, UA, 20th-Fox, 
Columbia and Warners operate their 
own exchanges at St. John. Metro, 
Monogram and London Films ‘Kor- 
da) are distributed threugh Regal 
Films, Ltd., while Empire-Universal 
Films, Ltd., controlled by N. lL. 
Nathanson, president of FF-C, han- 
dles the film for U, Republic, Edu- 
cational and Gaumont British. There 
are no simon-pure indie exchanges 
at this point. 
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ARE THEY 


(Think of this when you read tonight’s headlines!) 


You'll be proud to be part of this. You'll be 
glad that in this topsy turvy world there’s 
some sanity left and it’s working right in 
your own city. You'll agree this is Ameri-; 
canism in its truest sense and you'll get a 


tug at the heart to think that the brother-' 


hood of man touches you closely today. 


Whatever you give to the GREATER 
NEW YORK FUND goes to a united 
effort of all races and creeds to take care of 
the sick, the needy, the troubled. As you 
glance at the headlines in your newspaper 
tonight, think deeply what this means. 
Protestant, Catholic, Jew in the world’s 


greatest city join hands for the common 
good, to help all of its people now, to 
“build for tomorrow” a healthier, happier 
city. 380 allied groups are benefitted, 
covering all communal obligations in one 
annual solicitation. 


Some who read these lines may have great 
wealth... each should give in proportion 
... but everyone who bears the name of 
American should contribute at least a 
day’s pay a year to the GREATER NEW 
YORK FUND... a united gesture whose 
significance will roar across America and 
the world. 


The Fund Chairman of your company will communicate with you. Others kindly send contributions direct to 
Motion Picture Division, Greater New York Fund, 1540 Broadway, New York City 


CATHOLIC, JEW, PROTESTANT? 
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Wann Hisails WB Exchaneein KC: 


Shifts Among Theatres-Exchanges 





Kansas City, May 2. 

New manager of the Warners ex- 
change is Jimmy Winn, formerly 
with Grand Natienal. He replaces 
Bill Warner with the company in 
K.C. more than 10 years. Change 
follows closely on personnel revision 
couple of weeks past when Harry 
Gaffney was brought in to the post 
of office manager. Don Woods has 
taken over the northern Missouri 
territory; was on the Par sales force 
in Minneapolis. 

M. J. Hogan, former office man- 
ager, now is traveling auditor for 
firm. 


Meves Around Philly 


Philadelphia, May 2. 

William Smith, operator of the 
Washington, Washington, N. J., will 
take over the Casino Hall. Mt. Poco- 
no. Pa., for summer season. 

Warner circuit last week shifted 
Bill Huffman, manager of Oxford, 
to the West Chester, West Chester, 
Pa., and Irv Blumberg from the Alle- 
gheny to Oxford. 

Darby theatre being renovated, 
Dave Supowitz architecting. Henry 
Robinson is the owner. Renovations 
on Joy theatre completed and will 
reopen soon. 

Sam Lefko. RKO salesman, award- 
ed $125 in ‘March of Time’ contest 
last week, one of an international 
group of 10 in the top bracket. 

Affiliated Theatres Circuit report- 
ed ready to add two more houses, 
bringing total to 19, following a trip 
by prez Dave Milgram and treasurer 
George Schwartz to New York last 
week. 

Arcadia theatre, Wilmington, 
skedded to close today (25) for the 
hot spell. A. J. Vanni, Warner zone 
manager, not certain yet of reopen- 
ing date. 





A New Type Plea 
Detroit, May 2. 

Pleading that even showing of 
anti-Nazi flickers failed to keep his 
theatre from losing money, Newton 
Jackson, manager of the People’s 
here, won a reduction in tax assess- 
ment on spot from Board of Tax Re- 
view. Assessment was reduced from 
$54.660 to $44,600. 


Indiana Folds 
Indianapolis, May 2. 
Indiana, town’s largest deluxer, is 
slated to shutter for the summer 
Thursday (4). Union crafts have 
been given notice, and house prob- 








ably won't reopen until October. 


Last year it was closed from May 6 
until Oct. 21. Film product usually 
assigned to this house will be used 
at the Circle. Latter house has been 
trying a vaudfilm policy on a seven- 
weeks trial basis, but results have 
not been satisfactory and manage- 
ment will return to straight film 
bills. 





Theatre Man Gees Pre B.B. 


Pittsburgh, May 2. 

Aaron Hopkins, chief of service 
at WB’s Boulevard theatre in Brook- 
line, has resigned to go into minor 
league baseball. He’s been signed 
by the McKeesport team in the Penn 
State circuit, a Pittsburgh Pirates’ 
farm, as a pitcher and has left with 
the squad for training camp. 

Hopkins achieved some rep as a 
flinger in high school, joining War- 
ners last year after his graduation. 
He played sandlot ball last summer. 

Al Weiss, McKeesport, Pa. ex- 
hibitor, flew to Rochester, Minn., last 
week for an operation at the Mayo 
clinic. 

Ira Cohn, 20th-Fox manager here 
and head of Pittsburgh Variety club, 
announces that Tent No. l’s annual 
banquet will be held this year on 
Oct. 15, the day after the Pitt-Duke 
football game. William Penn hotel 
will be the site, as usual. 

Bob Newkirk, for many years 
treasurer and assistant manager at 
the Penn who resigned several 
month ago, just been made asst. at 
Times, Braddock, Pa. 

H. A. Ronan, manager of Harris, 
DuBois, Pa., checked into a Pitts- 
burgh hospital to have his appendix 
removed, and Ralph Craig, who’s 
with Harrises in Huntingdon, Pa., 
has been sent there to fill in for him. 

Lee Balsly, national ad sales man- 
ager for 20th-Fox for many years, 
recently resigned, now in theatre biz 
with R. Allison’s Rivoli circuit, head- 
quartered at Cresson, Pa. 

Warner-Virginia theatre in nearby 
Bridgeport, W. Va., operated for sev- 
eral years by Charles Warner, has 
just been acquired by H. C. Coffman. 
Latter was formerly connected with 
Nelson, Fairmont, W. Va. 





Westlund’s Spot 
San Francisco, May 2. 
Ben Westlund, former p.a. for 
Sally Rand, named advertising and 
publicity manager of Golden Gate 
theatre here. 
State Senator Andrew L. Piero- 
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vich and William Tam, Amador 
county theatre owner, are associated 
in the new picture theatre just 
opened at Ione, Cal., the first time 
since 1928 that Ione has a picture 
house. Byron F. Mace will manage. 





High Theatre Assessments 
Milwaukee, May 2. 

Four of the 45 Milwaukee commer- 
cial buildings and industrial proper- 
ties and their contents with 
able values in excess of $1,000,000 
last year included the Empire Bldg., 
housing the Riverside theatre; the 
Carpenter Bldg., housing Fox’s Wis- 
consin theatre; the Majestic Bldg., 
and Garden theatre and the Warner 
Theatre Bldg. 

The 1938 assessment on the first is 
$1,731,000 for 1938 against $1,926,000 
the previous year; on the second, $1,- 
375,000 compared with $1,436,000; on 
third, $1,370,000 against $1,299,000 
and on the Warner Theatre Bidg., 
$1,189,000 compared with $1,236,000 
in 1937. 

Paramount Film Distributing 
Corp., a Delaware corporation, has 
filed articles in Wisconsin, listing 
authorized capital stock of $10,000 
common. George C. Blake, Madison, 
is listed as Wisconsin agent for the 
firm. 

Elmer Hoge, former manager of 
Warner-Saxe’s Granada here, named 
manager of the circuit’s Lake where 
he started in the theatre business 12 
years ago as an usher. 

J. J. Ecker, who has been showing 
films at the Auditorium, Brillion, 
Wis., with Ray Pfeiffer, purchased 
the building and will modernize it 
this summer into a first-class theatre. 





Andersen Let One Ge 
Des Moines, May 2. 

Central States Theatre Corp. here 
has leased the Princess at Boone, Ia., 
from Mr. and Mrs. John Anderson 
and will take possession May 7. The 
Andersons had been in the picture 
business in Boone since 1907. 


A. C. Policy Switch 
Atlantic City, May 2. 

The former policy of the Casino, 
Wildwood, recently destroyed by 
fire, has been transferred to the 
Blaker, three shows nightly, with 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
matinees, until July when schedule 
will be increased. 

In meantime Hunt’s Strand re- 
opened for the season, more or less 
replacing the Casino. Plans are go- 
ing ahead rapidly for rebuilding of 
the Casino. 


OKLA. SEES LOTS 
OF OPPOSISH 
THIS YEAR 


Oklahoma City, May 2. 
Exhibitors over the state are ex- 
pecting competition to be tougher 
this year than in past years. Usual 
competish of outdoor amusements 
such as carnivals is not expected, as 
carnivals find it tougher and tougher 
to come out even, due to individual 
city and village tax impositions. The 
biggest competish is expected to 
come from strictly amateur projects, 
civic sponsored enterprises, and 
Federal entertainment setups carried 
to a high state of development in this 
state. 

Early interest in the numerous 
county fairs is also evidence that 
theatres may expect these events to 
offer stiffer competition this year 
than in the past. In some spots ex- 
hibitors have learned how to cash in 
on the county fairs but in others it’s 
no take, no matter how much ex- 
ploitation is unearthed. 


RKO’s Stock Conversion 


Notice was given last Friday (28) 
that the period for exchanging 10- 
year 6% gold debentures of Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum Corp., for new con- 
vertible preferred stock, in accord- 
ance with the recently confirmed plan 
of reorganization, expired Monday 
(1) last. The plan provides that own- 
ers of such debentures who do not 
choose to make the exchange will 
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—On the Stage— 
SEATS 1 PM. New Stage Show 
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“WUTHERING 
HEIGHTS" 
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Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 


and five shares of new common for 
each $100 of debentures. 

By exercising their election and 
filing in writing with the Irving 
Trust Co., they would receive one 
and 43-100 of a share of the new 6% 
convertible preferred (par value 
$100 per share) for each $100 princi- 
pal amount of debentures held. 





“Confessions of a 


NAZI SPY’’ 


A Warner Bros.’ Picture 
IN PERSON 


FRED WARING 


And His Pennsylvanians 


STRAND Broadway and 


4ith Street 








PARAMOUNT:tckc: 


HELD OVER 
GEORGE RAFT ELLEN DREW 


“THE LADY’S FROM 
KENTUCKY” 











SMITH DRAWS ‘DREW’ 
Hollywood, May 2. 
‘Nancy Drew and the Hidden Stair- 
case’ went into work yesterday 
(Monday) with Noel Smith shifted 
into the directorship. 
Another pilot will be assigned to 








In Person _ 
HENRY BUSSE and LANNY ROSS 
Gilbert - Le Rey 
Extra! SHIRLEY ROSS 





the next Secret Service feature, orig- 
inally set for Smith. 
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The Ultimate in Sound 





at the N. Y. World’s 
will learn. 
houses several years hence. 


Fair, 


install at the A.T.&T. hall. 
ing pictures. 
concert. Then it probably would 


year. 


Enormous cost precludes marketing for some time to come. 
suitable suggested use of this tri-dimensional sound system, after the 
exposition is concluded, is for roadshowing of an opera or Toscanini 


‘Theatre of Tomorrow,’ housed in the American Telephone building 


is literally just that, exhibiiors 


It represents the perfect sound system for picture 
Western Electric-ERPI spent $200,000 de- 
veloping the intricate stereophonic sound system, costing $30,000 to 
It actually supplies sound in three dimen- 
sions, employing three sound tracks instead of one now used for talk. 


Only 


have to be underwritten by a con- 


cert group, with one or two roadshows of setup in key cities once a 
It is reputed to be adequate to faithfully reproduce a sym- 
phony orchestra of 100 pieces with utmost fidelity. 
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SETTLE PA. THEATRE 
SUIT AFTER 14 YEARS 


Philadelphia, May 2. 

Lawsuit involving the sale of a 
film house here, which has been in 
court for 14 years and has been tried 
four times, was finaliy settled on 
Friday (28) when the judge got tired 
of listening to it and demanded a 
finale. It involved litigation arising 
out of an agreement made in 1925 
for the sale of a theatre by Louis 
Kapner to Abraham Graboyes. 
Regarded as one of the most bit- 
terly contested suits in the history of 
local courts, it went to the superior 
court twice and Pennsylvania su- 
preme court once. Twice a juror was 
withdrawn, once the jury disagreed 
and once found a verdict for the 
plaintiff, Graboyes. Judge Leopold 
Glass on Friday called counsel up 
for a sidebar confab, demanding they 
make concessions and agree without 
going through another trial. 


U in Test Suit On 
Exhib Contract Voiding 


Los Angeles, May 2. 

Universal Film Exchange filed suit 
against Ben Brvastein and George 
Harter, exhibs, for $2,032, alleged due 
for unplayed product during the 
1938-39 season. 

Suit is a test case to determine if a 
product deal can be cancelled by an 
exhib at will. 














Montl.’s Annual Headache 
Disrupts Theatre B.O.’s 


Montreal, May 2. 


Unique in this city, the annual 
headache of the year for exhibitors 
and distributors, is in full swing vir- 
tually all current week. It started 
Thursday (27) and will not be quite 
finished until next weekend. 

This is the May Day moving trek 
of around 40,000 families, which dis- 
rupts business and breaks the hearts 
of amusement purveyors in this city. 


Exodus of Scribes at WB 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Four writers were dropped off the 
Warners’ payroll and several more 
are due to go as soon as they finish 
their current jobs. Those dropped 
were Earle Snell, John Krafft, Leon 
Russell and Scott Littleton. 

Studio has been working a full 
writing staff for the last month and 
2 well ahead of its scripting sched- 
ule. 











ENGEL’S ‘ORDEAL’ TREK 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Sam Engel hauls east tomorrow 
(Wednesday) to go to England for 
backgrounds for ‘Ordeal,’ on which 
he is associate producer for David 
O. Selznick. 

Film, depicting a bomb attack on 
English cities at the outbreak of a 
conjectured war, goes into produc- 
tion on Engel’s return. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Famous Productions (Harry Ed- 
ington) optioned Theodore Dreiser’s 
novel, ‘Sister Carrie.’ 

Edward Finney bought ‘Lil Louisi- 
ana Lady,’ by Fred Myton. 

Monogram acquired ‘Wings Over 
the Andes’ by Hubert Hilton, 

Scott Darline «~Jd his tale, ‘Junior 

ice,’ to Monogram. 

Metro purchaseu ‘she Courageous 
Seamen,”’ by George Kaiser. 

: 20th-Fox bought the German play, 
City in Darkness,’ by Gina Kaus and 
Ladislaus Fodor. 

Universal purcha..d ‘Listen Kids,’ 
by Lee Loeb and Mort Braus. 
ro bought ‘Sunrise’ by Joe 

elds. 
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COAL STRIK 
KAYOES PA, 
W. VA. BIZ 


Pittsburgh, May 2. 

Coal strike proving plenty dis- 
astrous in this district and has al- 
ready resulted in temporary fold- 
ing of at least 50 houses, with more 
expected this week unless difficul- 
ties are settled. Tri-state area is a 
big bituminous center and flock of 
small towns around Pittsburgh have 
coal-mining as their sole industry. 

Film Row reports that West Vir- 
ginia is the hardest hit, however, 
Seven spots closed two days after 
strike started and flock of others 
followed within the week. 

Even downtown and nabe houses 
within the metropolitan boundaries 
here have been seriously affected. 
Weekend biz, generally good because 
it brings an influx of out-of-town- 
ers, has dropped off 25% in last 
fortnight and operators are tracing 
it directly to miners’ walkout. 

Drop’s being reflected elsewhere, 
too, particularly in department store 
sales. 


Fire Shutters Par’s 
Uptown, Mpls. Nabe 


Minneapolis, May 2. 

Fire breaking out in a ventilator 
shaft at the rear of the theatre 
routed a matinee audience of 200 at 
the local Uptown, largest and most 
important of the Paramount circuit's 
neighborhood houses, 

When smoke began to fill the the- 
tre the patrons calmly walked to the 
exits with ushers assuring them they 
were in no danger. The flames were 
confined backstage, but smoke dam- 
aged the auditorium. 

Theatre will be closed several 
weeks for repairs and redecorating. 
In the interim, the Granada, another 
Paramount neighborhood house, @ 
block distant, will use the Uptown 
policy of the pick of the pictures for 
neighborhood first-runs at 35c ad- 
mission. The Granada, with a 25¢ 
admission, has been getting the sec- 
ond choices, 


Okla. Exhibs’ June Conv. 


Oklahoma City, May 2. 

The annual Oklahoma Theatre 
Owners convention will be held here 
either June 19-20 or June 26-27. 

Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA prexy, 
will be the chief speaker and will. 
discuss legislation, the 10-point plan 
of MPTOA and the trade practices 
agreement. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 2. 

‘The Zero Hour’ is release title for 
‘All the Tomorrows’ at Republic. 

‘Undercover Doctor’ is final tag for 
Paramount's ‘Federal Offense.’ - 

Republic switched from ‘Headin 
for Texas’ to ‘Southward Ho.’ 

‘My Fifth Avenue Girl’ is latest 
monicker for ‘She Said I Do’ at RKO. 

“White Lady of the Orient’ is the 
final tag for ‘The Girl from Brook- 
lyn’ at 20th-Fox. : 

‘The Power to Kill’ re-tagge i ‘Hid- 


den Power’ at Columbia. 
“WASHROOM 
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Chain Income from Time Sales 
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NBC 














1939 1938 1937 1936 
January .....sceccee $4,033,900 $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2,681,815 
February ........ ese 3,748,695 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 
) Arr fe 3,806,831 3,614,283 3,037,883 
Bae ccccvcccccccece SOGREN 3,310,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 
a a ree . $15,514,435 $14,408,905 $13,729,901 $11,175,926 
CBS 
1939 1938 1937 1936 
January ........e000 $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 
February coceese EL 2,680,335 2,264,317 1,909,146 
BEOPOM wise cicvcsieecse Benes 3,034,317 2,559,716 3,172,382 
AOE” dase sotcee menue 2,424,180 2,563,478 1,950,939 
| ee rere $10,995,309 $11,018,777 $9,766,131 $8,933,490 
MUTUAL 
1939 1938 1937 
i he ae ey peerrre eoee $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 
FPeDruary ccccescccccccece 240,008 253,250 231,286 
BOOTOR 04 00décesceeccsease Beene 232,877 247,421 
APril ccoccccccccccccccces 200,000 189,545 200,134 
TOU . 0.06 6i660564605454s0000bu ee $945,566 $892,589 





Amos ‘1’ Andy Billings Reverse Trend 
At Columbia; April 17.77, Over 1938 








vr 


Columbia’s billings last month 
game to $2,854,026 and represented 
the first upturn in gross revenue in 
just one year. Income from the 
Amos ’n’ Andy series (Campbell), 
which started April 3, had much to 
do with it. CBS’ time turnover this 
April was 17.7% better than it had 
been for the like month of 1938. The 
comeback was strong enough to re- 
duce the difference between the ac- 
gumulative figure for the first four 
months of 1939 and the parallel pe- 
riod of '38 to but minus 0.2%. 

Mutual likewise had a big April. 
Its gross for the past month was 
$262,626, or 38.6% over what it had 
been for April, 38, 


ROY DURSTINE 
IN NO HURRY 


Roy 8. Durstine, who resigned as 
president of B. B. D. & O. several 
weeks ago, declared Monday (1) that 
he had no crystallized plans for re- 
turn to the agency business. He said 
that he was taking it easy for the 
time being. 

Durstine denied as baseless the 
rumor that he had lined up a piece 
of the American Tobacco Co, ac- 
count. Also the report that he 
planned to spend much of his time 
in Hollywood. 











Austin Croom-Johnson 
Returns to NBC, N. Y. 


Austin Croom-Johnson has again 
become a production man at NBC, 
reporting direct to William Raney. 
Croom-Johnson, who is also a com- 
poser of vocalists’ theme songs, used 
to report to Phil Carlin, head of the 
sustaining division. 

He will continue to handle the 
same type of sustaining programs, 
hamely, vocal. 


Heads NBC in Midwest 


Chicago, May 2. 
Sidney Strotz has been upped to 
. full-fledged manager of NBC’s mid- 
west division. 
Strotz had been acting manager. 








Mark Hawley Shifts Sponsors 

WOR’s Monday-Wednesday-Friday 
morning news program with Mark 
Hawley shifts sponsors beginning 
May 17. Series in the 8-8:15 slot 
will now be bankrolled by Mennen, 
which dropped ‘People’s Rally’ after 
last Sunday’s (30) show. Bathasweet 
formerly sponsored the news stanza. 


CUFFO COMMERCIALS 


N.A.B, Regional Looks Into Practice 
of ‘Fill-In’ Waxers 








Boston, May 2. 
Increasing broadcasts of ‘con- 
tingency’ transeriptions, by which 
advertisers grab free air on certain 
stations willing to run off these com- 
mercial platters as fill-ins, will be a 
major point for discussion at the 
meeting of the First District of the 


National Association of Broadcasters 
here May 11. Simultaneously, the 
Sales Managers’ Group will convene 
to discuss ethics of radio copy. 

Both meetings will be at the Yan- 
kee Network studios. Joseph Miller, 
of NAB; Dr. Robert F. Elder, direc- 
tor of research, Lever Brothers; and 
Kenneth Backman, president, Na- 
tional Association of Better Business 
Bureaus, are among the scheduled 
speakers, 


McCann-Erickson 
Nicked $56,420 On 
Adv. Idea ‘Lift 


A jury before Federal Judge Morti- 
mer W. Byers in N. Y. Friday (28), 
brought in a $56,420 verdict in favor 
of Leora Sollows against McCann- 
Erickson, Inc. She had sued for 
$100,000, claiming breach of contract 
whereby she was to receive 5% of 
the total advertising business se- 
cured by the defendants as the re- 
sult of an idea to sell tobacco manu- 
facturers that she submitted. 


The plaintiff alleges that in May, 
1935, she approached the defendants 
with her idea, and was promised the 
compensation if they succeeded in 
interesting anyone. It was her claim 
that the Axton-Fisher account was 
the result of her idea. 

McCann-Erickson received over 
$2,000,000 from this account is her 
claim. 











Dismiss Bergen Claim 
Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe, in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.), dismissed 
the $25,000 action of Briggeln & 
Smith, Inc., against Standard Brands, 
Inc., in which the plaintiff claimed 
damages for not having been paid 





Kiesewetter is the agency for both 
accounts, 


for an advertising idea to popularize 
Edgar Bergen. 
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WILL HOLD SPOTS 
FOR ADVERTISERS 


| 

Complicated Mathematical | 
Basis Covers Network’s| 
Summer Policy Shift—) 
Auditors Can Figure It| 
Out But Tough on Agency | 
Men That Merely Played | 
Football at College 





| 
| 
ANSWERS ‘HIATUS’ | 





NBC has revised its summer vaca- 
tion policy for advertisers toc the ex- 
tent that it will guarantee to hold 
a spot from four t) eight weeks pro- 
viding the account agrees to pay 28% 
of the weekly billing which pre- 
vailed when the account went off the 
air, The formula which NBC has 
developed is highly complicated and 
is described as the NBC Interval 
(or Interruption) Plan. Through 
this device NBC for the first time 
in network history seeks to collect 
a fee for time not actually used by 
the advertiser. 


Prior to the advent of this plan 
NBC’s policy, with but few excep- 
tions, was to refuse to hold time once 
an account went off the network. 
The modification was forced by Co- 
lumbia’s adoption this season of a 
‘hiatus’ plan. CBS’ layoff structure 
is based on the number of stations 
that the advertiser promises to use 
when it returns in the fall, while 
the NBC plan is predicated on part 
payment during the layoff plus the 
amount of money that the account 
will spend per week during the re- 
sumption period of 13 weeks. 

Under the new NBC vacation plan, 
the account must turn in to the net- 
work prior to the interval’s starting 
an order specifying the layoff period 

(Continued on page 25) 








Brown & Williamson Shows Moved 


To Chicago for Production Economy 





Skull Practice 


Agencies which were allowed 
a pre-gander at NBC’s summer 
layoff plan say that it seems to 
require a knowledge of higher 
mathematics, some acquaintance 
with Einstein’s theory of rela- 
tivity and endless patience for 
solving Rube Goldberg puzzles. 
These agency men are also shak- 
ing their heads and wondering 
why life must be made so com- 
plicated. 

On the other hand they think 
that NBC has put over a smart 
stroke. By the time the adver- 
tiser, or his agency, has figured 
out how it all applies to him the 
summer will be about over and 
he will decide that he might as 
well keep his program going as 
is. 


TWO WEBS MULL 
MUZAK-LIKE 
SIDELINE 


Two of the three radio networks 
are currently interested in setting 
up a commercial wired entertain- 
ment network similar to Muzak’s 
Sponsored Program net. Hottest 
after such an idea is a currently ne- 
gotiating undercover man for a ma- 
jor group to set up and supervise 
such a net. 

Idea is that the nets would be able 
to deliver to certain of their radio 
sponsors a wider audience for shows 
particularly fitted for outletting into 
restaurants, etc, 














CBS Clients Spend 104.6%, More 


present list of advertisers rank 104.6% 


Columbia Broadcasting System has made an analysis of its billings as of 
this week (first for May) to draw out the statistical finding that the web’s 


ahead in weekly dollar volume over 


the amounts each individually spent with CBS at the time of starting CBS 
radio advertising. Tabulation and breakdown follows: 


| 
Cincinnati, May 2. 
| Transfer of three Brown & Will- 
| liamson Tobacco shows on NBC red 
from WLW to Chicago becomes ef- 
| fective this week. Half-hour shows 
; are: Avalon Time, Saturday; Planta- 


tion Party, (Bugler), Friday, and 
Uncle Walter’s Dog House for Sir 
Walter Raleigh pipe tobacco. Lat- 





ter is switched from Friday to Tues- 
day. Change was ordered suddenly 
| by Freeman Keyes, president of the 


| Russell M. Seeds agency, which 
| handles the accounts. 

| Avalon Time has Red Foley and 
| Red Skelton, singers, and Whitey 
Ford as the ‘Duke of Paducah.’ 


Foley and Ford will continue to live 
in Cincy and commute to Chicago 
fc. these stints. Most of the sup- 
| porting talent on ‘Avalon Time’ and 
‘Plantation Party’ is under the Seeds 
wing, and will move to Chicago. Del 
King, announcer, and Janette, war- 
bler, from the Crosley staff, are ex- 
pected to make weekly trips to Chi- 
cago for continuation in programs. 
Switching of the three shows 
comes as AFRA is negotiating terms 
with Cincy stations, and is reported 
to be an economical move on the 
part of the sponsor. While AFRA’s 
Chicago scale is expected to be high- 
er than the one locally, savings will 
made in the long run on car fare 
that has been spent in moving tal- 
ent and Seeds directors here from 
Chicago, the .gency’s home. 


N. W. AYER’S 
RADIO DEPT. 
PEPS UP 


N. W. Ayer proposes to return to 
radio in a big way. It is arranging 
to move to Radio City from its pres- 
ent quarters at 42d street and Fifth 
avenue and develop a radio depart- 
ment of major proportions, both as 
to staff and facilities. 

The agency has of late been an- 
alyzing the cause of the loss of im- 
portant accounts in recent years and 
it has decided that this situation 
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Original Total Current | could in large measure be remedied 
Started Weekly Weeks Weekly | by strengthening its radio servicing, 
Client on CBS Gross on CBS Gross | It recalled how two accounts, Kel- 
American Home Products, July, 1931... $942 384 $15,373 | logg and Dole, were alieniated 
American Oil, Sept., 1932............... 1,577 40 8,939 | through other agencies slipping in 
American Tobacco, May, 1936.......... 17,720 156 31,971 | with name program ideas, although 
Beneficial Mgm’t Co., Oct., 1936........ 4,326 77 8,025 | in neither case has the program 
Campana Sales, Sept., 1932............. 3,548 65 8,670 | clicked, and Ayer has decided that 
Campbell Soup Co., Oct., 1934.......... 15,850 229 46,275 |if it’s an aggressive, enterprising 
Chrysler Sales Corp., April, 1932....... 8,203 164 18,675 | radio setup that clients want Ayer 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, Jan., 1936...... 35,947 167 46,492 | will give it to them. — 
Continental Baking Co., May, 1933..... 2,553 214 11,700 For a while up to six years ago 
Cudahy Packing Co., Oct., 1930........ ; ae 226 7,050 | Ayer rated as the No. 2 agency in 
i ee Sree Sie es 5.867 163 8,730 | radio, both as to time and talent ex- 
Ethyl Gasoline, Jan., 1939.............+.. 12,840 15 12,840 | penditures. 
RS PPR ere 16,927 265 17,817 
General Foods, Sept., 1932............. . 5,430 218 66,916 
Griffin, April, 1938 ...................0. 6,570 26 7.095, SUICIDE DESTROYS 
EL MEE 5 6k0 5060055 nte6ab.003 908 6,516 272 7,715 
Hawaiian Pineapple, Jan., 1939.......... 9,575 15 9,575 ST ATION’S OUTPOST 
PROC, Bey BOs oo ks boc cei edivescene 1,536 88 4,240 
Househoid Finance, June, 1933.......... 982 69 5,265 —_—— 
International Cellucotton, April, 1935... 7,545 95 12,825 Hartford, May 2. 
International Silver, April, 1932........ 1,177 78 5,695; Fire partially destroyed a two- 
TE, DOU, BOO 26 ssscccsescccveceves 3,515 53 14,809 | story structure owned by engineer- 
Lady Esther, Oct., 1933.............000. 4,667 281 8,430 | ing department of WTIC on Avon 
Lambert, Dec., 1927 ........ccsccccseece 2,060 95 8,790 | Mountain Thursday (27). Damage 
LOVEE WTOS., JULY, IOSD 2... ecccccccscdos 12,652 179 64,351 | was estimated at about $7,000. The 
Liggett & Myers, Jan., 1932...........+. 39,286 328 24,130 | fire was caused by a local citizen 
Eoeiliard, Feb. 1FED oo. scccsecsvccccecs 8,500 233 10,830 | who chose the cabin to commit sui- 
McKesson & Robbins, Sept., 1929........ 2,994 78 4,875 | cide within the building, setting fire 
Philip Morris, April, 1935 .............. 2,940 137 8,820 | to it. 
Nehi Corp., March, 1939................ 9,780 6 9,780 | Resisted efforts of two WTIC engi- 
Noxzema, Jume, 1931 .....cccsescscsess 1,880 51 7,725 | neers, Ross Tobias and Harry Coop- 
Pot Milk, NOV... IGBS .cccsicecssess 3,040 286 13,300 er, to take him out. 
Procter & Gamble, June, 1929 .......... 3,806 — = SO EA =! 
Pure Oil, Sept. 1986.....ccccccscscvess 1,245 5,5 4 
R. J. Reestle, SS eer 25,206 304 23,385 Campana Spanning Heat 
Sealtest, May, 1929 ..........60ee--eeee 7,520 1 7,520, Campana Corp. will keep its ‘First 
Sterling Products, June, 1934........... 4,808 398 5,807 | Nighter’ show running on CBS 
Texaco, Sept., 1936 ......c.ccecccsccces 11,090 107 19,700 thiough the summer. Only change 
U. S. Rubber, Jan., 1938. ........--e0.6. 12,110 38 11,580 it will make is to eliminate the ree 
U. S. Tobacco, June, 1935 ........ccces. 6,525 204 8,445 | broadcast and use but a single hooke- 
Wrigley, Dec., 1928 .........seeecveeee- 3,350 361 23,985 up from Coast to Coast, 8 p.m. EDST 
_— - ————— | Friday. 
.. Seewerrrrre yy Pere TT TT TTT LT. $334,401 $684,002 | Account’s contract with CBS ex- 


Increase: 104.6%. 
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Saas Balter, Outspoken Sportscaster, 
Refuses to Be Censored by CBS 








Philadelphia, May 2. 
Contract was all but signed last 
week for shift of Sam _ Balter’s 
nightly sports show from Mutual to 
Columbia, but has reportedly fallen 


‘Painted Dreams’ Goes To 


through because of CBS’s refusal to | 
handle it unless the script is ‘tamed | 


down.’ Balter won’t do any taming 
and Ivey & Ellington, agency for 
Bayuk Phillies, the sponsor, is back- 
ing him up. Sports gabber has been 
faced with 
past year. 

Show, which originates in WFIL, 
will complete a year on Mutual in 
June. Agency was anxious to move 
to NBC or CBS to get more stations. 
Two major chains have been battling 
for the show for months and CBS a 
couple weeks ago finally won the 
nod. List of 27 outlets was selected 
for the 15-minute spot preceding 
Amos ’n’ Andy. 

Snag in the CBS deal arose when 
the web and agency got around to 
discussing the script. CBS. de- 
manded that it be made more in- 
nocuous. When the agency and Bal- 
ter refused, the chain offered Ted 
Husing or Ed Thorgerson as sub- 
stitutes whom ‘we can control.’ Neal 
D. Ivey, of the agency, spluttered, 
‘That’s just what we don’t want— 
someone you can control.’ Result 
was that the deal was broken off. 

Late last week Dr. Leon Levy, 
CBS director and prez of WCAU, 
phoned Ivey and offered to act as ar- 
bitrator. His suggestion was that he, 
Ivey and Balter go over the script 
each day. He promised to be ‘lib- 
eral.’ Balter and Ivey refused and 
plans are now being made to con- 
tinue on Mutual although CBS is 
attempting further meetings with 
Ivey on the situation this week. 

Balter will shift his point of origi- 
nation to the Coast in June. He 
plans to make the change without 
missing a broadcast, going from here 
to Chicago in one day and from Chi- 
cago to Los Angeles between Satur- 
day evening and Monday evening. 
He'll return to WFIL in the fall. 


__ Hospital Sues KIRO, CBS, 
Charging Name Similarity 
Damaged Its Reputation 


Seattle, May 2. 

KIRO and CBS are being sued for 
$25,000 in the superior court by the 
Walde hospital as the result of a 
mame coincidence. The complaint 
charges that the hospital’s reputation 
was seriously damaged by having its 
name attached to a dramatized ex- 
pose of a diploma mill racket. The 
broadcast, which occurred last De- 
cember, was one of the test series on 
‘Inside Story’ which Ralston Purina 
cleared over the CBS Pacific link 
before the show was switched to an 
NBC-blue hookup. 

The program cited in the com- 
plaint originated from St. Louis and 
was based on a group of stories 
about the fake medical diploma 
practice which Harry Brundage did 
for the St. Louis Star-Times some 
years ago. 











CBS home office doubts whether 
the service of the suit on it in Wash- 
ington will be upheld by the local 
court, since the network does not do 
business in that state, It was pointed 
out, however, that in the broadcast 
complained about the ‘Waldo hos- 
pital’ mentioned was described as 
located in St. Louis. 


O'KEEFE SHOW MAY 60 
INTO WELLES NICHE 


Ethyl Corp. has been offered the 
9 to 10 spot on CBS Friday nights 
for its Walter O’Keefe show when 
Campbell. Soup shifts its Orson 
Welles series to the hour (9-10) now 
filled by Ford Sunday nights. 

O’Keefe stanza is current opposite 
the Kraft Music Hall, Thurs., 9-10 
p.m. 


Muni’s ‘Zola’ on Lux 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Paul Muni makes one of his in- 
frequent radio appearances on Lux 
May 8 in a reenactment of his Emile 
Zola picture role. . 

Another picture guester day be- 
fore (Sun.) will be Joan Crawford 
in Silver Theatre’s ‘Train Ride.’ 














seven libel suits in the | 
| Oct. 15, 1930. 


ja new 


| Borden’s Dairy through the Young 








Borden’s After Cal-Aspirin 


Chicago, May 2. 
‘Painted Dreams,’ one of radio’s 
pioneer daytime strip serials, gets | 
sponsor next Monday (8) 
after five years for Cal-Aspirin. 
Goes On a local ride on WGN for 





ASCAP Slaps Back 





Following is a new type of 
tie-in propaganda that the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is selling 
to newspaper publishers in re- 
prisal for the recent barrage of 
legislative attacks on the part of 
broadcasters. The reprint is 
from the St, Paul Dispatch- 
Pioneer Press. 


Those Who Dance 
Don’t Pay the Piper 


Writing songs is not the gold mine it 
once was. Because three-quarters of 





& Rubicam agency 
‘Dreams’ started on 


the air on| 





ASKS MENTION 
IF GOODS ARE 
ALIEN 


Washington, May 2. 
Careful watch on radio script 
would be required under a Buy 
American bill dropped in the House 
hopper last week by Rep. Thomas A. 





Flaherty, Massachusetts Democrat. 
Legislation requiring ‘informative 
advertising of imported articles’ 


would allow the Federal Trade Com- 
mission and the courts to punish any 
person responsible for misrepre- 
senting imported goods. 

Statement would have to explain 
whenever the product or any parts, 
ingredients, or materials were ob- 
tained from abroad. Whenever the 
article is advertised by radio, an- 
nouncement of foreign origin would 
be necessary both before and after 
the broadcast. 


Katherine Roche in N. Y. 


Katherine Roche, who, as June 
Baker, conducts a woman’s program 
for WGN, Chicago, is in New York 
City for her annual spring spree of 
eastern broadcasting. She will be 
here two weeks. 

Was originally to broadcast from 
World’s Fair, but line charge situa- 
tion there spiked that. Doing her 
stuff out of the WOR plant on 
Broadway instead. 











East Gets Sponsor 


Ed East’s ‘You Name It and Take 
It’ program will be sponsored over 
WJZ, New York, starting early in 
June. Dr. Brown’s Cel-Ray beverage 
is taking the show. Humbert & Jones 
is the agency. 

Will hit air on Fridays, 5-5:30 p.m., 
but will break in with several weeks 
of sustaining in advance. There’s 
some chance of the show going net- 
work later. 





Repeating ‘Hot Mikado’ 

Air version of Michael Todd’s ‘Hot 
Mikado’ with Bill Robinson, which 
Kate Smith aired on her program 
April 12, brought such a response 
ry it will be repeated next week 


radio's programs are madé up of 
music, a song is quickly made and 
Just as quickly killed. “Bei Mir Bist 
Ihu Schoen,” one of the most sensa- 
tionally popular, died in a few months 


. « » it was played a dozen times a 
! 
' 


day on the chains and hundreds of 
times a day on the local radio sta- 
tions. The average tune today earns 
only three cents a copy for its writer 
and sells no more than 10,000 copies. 
A dozen years ago it was different 
‘ - Irving Berlin received $80,000 
from the sale of 1,125,000 copies of 
his “All Alone.” Radio has been a 
boon to everyone but the song writers. 
Whether or not you are interested in 
song writing you will be interested to 
know that by writing a Want Ad like 
this one, you can make money, too: 

GIRL’S bicycle, size 28, 
tion. $10. MI, 3180. 


Jola Olson sold her bicycle the morn- 
ing the ad appeared and says she 
could have sold ten more if she had 
them, You, too, can make money 
writing Want Ads. Just put the story 
of what you have to sell, buy, rent 
or exchange into simple words and 
insert it in the Dispatch-Pioneer 
Press Classified Section. You'll get 
quick results! Call CEdar 5011. 
Ask for the Want Ads. 





good con- 











Mystery Serrey in N. Y. 
To Find Out What Time 
Buyers Think of Reps 


Ad agency time buyers are be- 
ing polled on their favorite station 
reps. The quizz is being conducted 
by the Market Research Corp., with 
the client, as is usual, kept under 
wraps. 

Three questions asked by the in- 
terviewer are: (1) What station 
representative organization gives you 
the best service; (2) Which station 
representative organization calls on 
you after the business is placed as 
well as before, and (3) With which 
individual station representative do 
you most prefer to deal?’ 

Most of the buyers questionnaired 
are of the opinion that the job is be- 
ing financed by some station rep 
that’s anxious to get a good refer- 
ence which he could use in solicit- 
ing stations and also for an adver- 
tising campaign. Other buyers think 
that the probe is being done for a 
station operator who’s not satisfied 
with his present rep and is anxious 
to find out whether the latter has 
the buying gang agin’ ’im. 


MISS MILLET AT FAIR 

Fredericka Millet, wno was radio 
director of the National Committee 
for the President’s Birthday Celebra- 
tion, has joined the New York 
World’s Fair radio department under 
John S. Young. She will have charge 
of women’s participation matters. 

Also on Young’s staff are John 
Clark, formerly of WBZ, Boston; Bill 
Card and Doug Merryman, of NBC. 











It will be redone exactly the same 
as when first presented. 


Bruce Fuche and Ted Long are also 
on the payroll. 





Adults Like ‘Dick Tracy Most; 
Kids Alone Not Worth While 





> 


Quaker Oats’ decision to keep the 
‘Dick Tracy’ serial going on NBC 
during the summer but on a weekly 
half-hour basis was influenced by a 
survey the agency on the program, 
Sherman K. Ellis, Inc., had made in 
connection with the G-Man’s comic 
strip version. It found that the 
cartoon ‘Tracy’ had a tremendous 
pull with adult readers, with the per- 
centage in this classification almost 
equal to that of the kid’s. The half- 
hour arrangement became effective 
last Saturday (30). It’s the 7 p.m. 
EDST spot on the red (WEAF) link 
with a rebroadcast that hits the 
Westcoast at 6:30 PST. 

With the cereal manufacturer the 
half-hour program is in the nature of 
an experiment. It wouldn’t have 
been worthwhile, Quaker Oats 
figures, to have kept the show on 
through the surmmer for the kids 
only, and it wants to find out 
whether it’s been passing up a size- 
able adult audience. 


KATE SMITH HONORED 


With a Feed and a Non-Cancellable 
Three-Year Contract 








Kate Smith’s new contract with 
General Foods, which becomes ef- 
fective this fall, is for three years, 


anu is non-cancellable. Similar pact 
prevails between Jack Benny and 
th? food processor. It reflects the 
sponsor’s pleasure in the show’s 
U.A.B. showin;. 

Columbia gave Miss Sr.ith a din- 
ner Monday night (1) at the Am- 
| bessador hotel, N.Y., to celebrate 
| the eighth anniversary of her debut 
'on the network. 

Deal for Miss Smith wes worked 
out with Young & Rubicam by Bill 
|; Stuhler and Don Stauffer, of the 
Lyons & Lyons office, on behalf of 
Ted Collins. Stuhler an Stauffer 
_are now dickering for another non- 
| cancellable contract for Benny. 
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Inside Stuf—Radio 


Direct investigation of alleged conspiracy to swap assignments in dis- 
regard of the Communications Act was denied this week by the FCC after 
Pulitzer Publishing Co., owner of KSD, St. Louis, had received permission 
to intervene at hearings on three-way frequency swap designed to benefit 
KXOK, rival outlet. Plea for special relief, in the form of a general in- 
quiry to determine how facilities should be parceled out in the St. Louis 
area, turned down without comment. 

The best KSD could get was permission to oppose the scheme under 
which KFRU, Columbia; KXOK, St. Louis, and WGBF, Evansville, would 
swap assignments giving KXOK, owned by the New Dealish Star-Times, 
full-time use of a regional channel with 1 kw nights and 5 kw days. Fight 
between newspapers, with KSD owned by the conservative Post-Dispatch, 
which has been seeking a full-time outlet for many years. 

Roundabout airing of the allegations was insured by this action when 
Commissioner George Henry Payne granted the P-D plea for the right to 
cross-examine its rival, but the scope of the quiz may be limited through 
procedural redtape. Sufficient opportunity, however, to delve into owner- 
ship of KFUO, which the Post Dispatch implied recently was bought by 
the rival rag for the purpose of the frequency exchange. 








Broadcasting of games of all three New York teams appears to be irking 
the sportswriters in general and Stanley Woodward, sports editor of the 
Herald Tribune, in particular. Latter’s column on Monday (1) was a 
satirical blast at the breakfast food sponsors (General Mills), which ro- 
tates with Socony and Procter & Gamble in broadcasting the Giants, Yan- 
kees and Brooklyn Dodgers. Also in for a flaying from Woodward was 
the actual announcing of the play-by-play, the sportswriter heaping plenty 
of ridicule on the radio coverage, though not naming names. 

It was intimated in Woodward’s column that the broadcasting of the 
games is hurting attendance at the ball parks, but on another page it was 
stated that 23,712 witnessed the Yankee-Washington game at the Yankee 
Stadium on Sunday (30), which appeared to be a comfortable figure in 
view of the competish from the World’s Fair opening. 





Maxwell House Good News airshow is expected to continue through the 
summer without a break after Metro withdraws from the alliance early 
in June. Benton & Bowles agency will use Fanny Brice and Meredith 
Willson’s orchestra as the nucleus for a variety show. Although Frank 
Morgan is reported more enamoured of radio than pictures it is not con- 
sidered likely that he’ll pass up for the other, Agency and sponsor have 
been making determined efforts to have MG release Morgan for the new 
series but it is doubtful if the studio will continue any participation in 
radio other than direct exploitation for its pictures. 





Two of the Hollywood’s top comedy programs, Eddie Cantor and Burns 
and Allen, move east this week for two months of originations in New 
York. In the Cantor party will be Joe Donahue, Kay St. Germain, Edgar 
Fairchild, Sid Fields and Vic Knight, producer. Program early in June 
will be dedicated to Cantor’s silver wedding anniversary. On May 8 broad- 
cast Cantor pays a musical tribute to the late Joe Young, songwriter. 

Accompanying Burns and Allen to the other seaboard are Willie Burns, 
Ray Noble, Don Langan, Frank Parker, Paul Douglas, John Medbury, 
Harvey Helm and Bill Brooks. 





Legalites associated with the broadcasting business in New York are 
wondering whether the lawyer tieup which CBS has effected in connec- 
tion with its exploitation campaign of Amos ’n’ Andy will lead to a rebuke 
from the Appellate Division of the New York supreme court as happened 
in the case of the ‘Good -Will Court’ broadcasts in December, 1936.. The 
higher tribunal at the time issued a rule forbidding all judges and lawyers 
practicing within its jurisdiction to lend their services to anything that 
smacked of publicity. 





Neal Tomy, ‘Radio Folks’ gossiper of WJR, Detroit, this Thursday (4) 
starts his 18th year on air. Also handles public relations for station. 

Tomy, who’s been on WJR since it was opened in 1922, except for three 
months in 1925, drew nationwide attention with his ‘Red Apple Club’ 
show on WJR which went to the networks. He began on WJR (then. 
known as WCX) when the Detroit Free Press operated it. In 1925 he went 
to WGHP, now WXYZ here, to help it open, but returned to WJR after 
three months. 





Report that NBC is trying to prevail upon Chesterfield to move over its 
Paul Whiteman show from Columbia has the trade puzzled as to the in- 
ducement. With the Fred Waring series, which starts June 19, the cig 
account will obtain the maximum discount allowed by NBC, namely, 15%. 
To get the latter an account must have a weekly gross bill of $18,000 or 
more. Chesterfield’s gross chit on Waring will be over $34,000 a week. 





Philip Morris cigarets has dropped the pre-broadcast tryouts of ‘Guess 
Where?’ (Mutual) following a reminder from the New York musicians’ 
union that there’s a rule which provides that a band be paid the full broad- 
cast rate whenever it appears before an audience. Agency on the account, 
Milton Biow, had figured that in the event of such tryouts the audition 
rate would apply. 





Returning for the nonce to the theme of bridge, the ‘Easy Aces’ programs 
have been gagging about establishing a service to provide fourth players 
for bridge games. Couple of hustlers in midwest have written in to 
inquire if the idea of a ‘Fourth at Bridge Club’ is copyrighted. Goodie 
Ace said they were welcome to it. 





Simon & Schuster ($1.60) have brought out ‘Information, Please,’ a game 
book based on the Clifton Fadiman show, with Franklin P. Adams, John 
Kieran, Oscar Levant and others featured. It’s edited by Dan Golenpaul,. 
producer of the Canada Dry show, with a foreword by Fadiman. Contents 
comprise 35 sessions, with answers in the back, plus humorous addenda. 





Basil Rathbone isn’t interested in returning to Kellogg's ‘Circle,’ on NBC 
Sunday nights, because of Groucho Marx’s practice of adlibbing. While 
on the program Rathbone frequently protested against Marx’s fly interplo- 
lations, complaining that it not only killed the effect of his own lines but 
did no good to the program as a whole, 





Series which Edwin C. Hill is doing on WNEW, N. Y., for the Metro- 
politan Insurance Co., comes under the direction of Young & Rubicam. 
The 60-minute program which the agency had been working on in behalf 
of the same account for release over one of the major networks has been 
put on ice until the fall. 





Johnny Johnstone, of WOR, New York, had three minutes in Russian 
and English every hour last Friday as the Soviet flyers came in from 
Moscow. This was a tie-up with the Soviet embassy in Washington and 
designed to help the Russian flyers on their way in. 





H. V. Kaltenborn is said to be partly under wraps at CBS in matters 
Nazi. Germany didn’t fancy his commenting. He did not interpolate Hit- 


ler’s Friday Reichstag address. This was reputedly at a hint from Ger- 
many that it wouldn’t be welcome. 





While Mark Warnow orchestra and Frank Parker as soloist are said to 
have the inside track for the Gulf summer show, understood that no choice 


will be made until after petrol execs have acted on the option, due in two 
weeks, 





Frank Hummert, who has been having stomach ulcers, is doing his radio 
scripts on a regime of milk every two hours, 


- 


Pad 


and 





bs ee 








2———E J 





Wednesday, May 3, 1939 














NY. World's Fair Radio Dept. 
Just Another Step-Child; Young 
Has Ideas, Staff, But No Budget 


John S. Young, who is in charge 
of the radio activities of the New 
York World’s Fair, appears to have 
the sympathy if not the cooperation 
of most of the stations and networks 
located in the metropolitan area. 
Young has a staff, but hardly any 
budget. His staff offers the stations 
ideas, which are liked but vetoed be- 
cause the expense must be borne en- 
tirely by the stations. 

It is believed that once the furore 
of the opening is out of the way the 
question of radio publicity will go 
up to Grover Whalen personally. 
The latter has been backed by a 
radio committee consisting of Wil- 
liam S. Paley, of CBS, Major Lenox 
R. Lohr, of NBC, and Alfred J. Mc- 
Cosker, of Mutual. The latter is 
thought to be the only one close to 
Whalen and the committee is rated 
as standing, but not moving. 

Telephone lines are the major item 
of expense. It is estimated that a 
monthly expense of $500 to each sta- 
tion is involved in keeping a steady 
flow of programs out of the fair 
grounds. In this regard a meeting of 
indie stations held at the offices of 
Herb Petty at WHN last week de- 
cided to serve notice that programs 
‘officially offered’ by the Fair, as 
distinct from programs originated by 
individuals, sponsors, organizations 
or stations, must be prepared, pro- 
duced and delivered to the telephone 
switchboard at the fair, from which 
point only the station would assume 
the phone costs. 

Special eventsmen make the point 
that the newspapers are serviced 
with handouts, mats, photographs 
and charts, this being an equivalent 
to radio program content. They want 
the same. 

N. Y. Telephone Co. will string a 
radio line from its board to any 
exposition building at the rate of $57. 
The line could be used constantly for 
seven days, but is usually only 
wanted for one 15 or 30-minute pro- 
gram. It is this charge the stations 
want the fair corporation to absorb. 

Meanwhile, Young has been able 
to offer stations only some unused 
space in the Foods Exhibit buildings, 
which is to be re-named Radio 
Centre. Money to convert such space 
into a broadcasting studio, or studios, 
is again a moot question. 


Same Old Story 


Radio observers recall that the 
previous World’s Fairs of recent 
years have uniformly encountered 
the same headaches that now beset 
Young. Drifting, uncertain policy 
marked by redtape, rules, buck- 
passing and the opposite of check- 
lifting has been true. It took months 
and several] major shifts of policy to 
get the Chicago exposition harmon- 
ized with radio out there. It comes 
down to this: ‘why,’ asks the broad- 
casters, ‘should we be patriotic, phil- 
anthropic or public-spirited when the 
Fair is strictly commercial and the 
phone company sticks to its rates?’ 

Still another complication is the 
union standby rules on musicians. 
This is due for clarification, but for 
the present the musicians union is 
willing to rule only on each specific 
problem brought up. 

Sunday opening ceremonies from 
2-3 p.m. were carried by most of 
the New York stations, but the net- 
works declined in the main to do 
much, seeing no reason for disrupt- 
ing their commercial commitments. 

Costliness of carrying programs 
from the Flushing Meadows site is 
proved by the fact that one station 
exhausted its entire remote pick-up 
budget for the month of May in four 
Programs during the first three days. 

Whalen Vs. NBC 

Relations between Grover Whalen, 
head of the N. Y. World’s Fair Corp., 
and the networks are short of se- 
rene. Whalen is complaining about 
the sparsity of pickups from the 
Fair, while the webs retort that he’s 
trying to get too much for nothing. 
They have asked him to meet them 
half way by paying for the line 
charges within the Fair grounds and 
he figures that the Fair offers an 
element of news and entertainment 
that the broadcasters ought to be 
glad to carry regardless of cost. 

Whalen can’t see why the net- 
works shouldn’t give the Fair a sub- 

tantial amount of time during the 
day, admitting that their night-time 
schedules are loaded with commer- 
cial obligations. The networks’ re- 


ply is that their daytime commit- 
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Frisco Stations Wired 





Recent story in VARIETY con- 
cerning a similar phone line 
situation at the San Francisco 
exposition reported that local 
stations regarded a; high the 
cost of carrying fair programs. 

However, all the San Fran- 
cisco stations have lines on regu- 
lar monthly lease and the state- 
ment to the contrary was incor- 
rect. 








ments are almost equally heavy. 

Initial head-on between Whalen 
and the webs occurred last week 
when the latter advised him that 
they would limit their opening day’s 
(30) activities to a broadcast of the 
Presidential and kindred ceremonies, 
Or a matter of an hour and a quar- 
ter. Whalen insisted that they also 
contribute time to a series of dedi- 
cations extending through the aft- 
ernoon of the same day and also 
broadcast the opening of the light 
and water displays at the Lagoon 
of Nations, starting 9 p. m. 


HIRED GUIDES 
FOR SOCIAL 
GHOSTING 


oe 





Some of the station reps are con- 
sidering the installation of a special 
World’s Fair department to take care 
of the visiting firemen so that the 
regular staff won’t be diverted from 
its regular chores. 


Instead of the boss or the sales- 
men doing the exposition rounds 
with the station client and his 
family, these rep offices would have 
their own Grover Whalens, espe- 
cially hired for the Fair’s run, pinch- 
hitting as companion, guide and er- 
rand-runner, once the official office 
greetings were over. 


Chase & Salary Sane 


Montreal, May 2. 


Chase & Sanborn program being 
taken off the Canadian coast-to- 
coast network of 25 stations by J. 
Walter Thompson Agency for the 
summer months. 

Program will continue on only 
two of the 27 stations for the sum- 
mer, going over CBL, Toronto, and 
station CFCF, Montreal. Under- 
standing is that network booking 
will be resumed in the fall. 











Texaco Uncertain 





Texaco will decide the future of 
its Wednesday night hour on CBS 
during the week of May 15. 

Present time contract runs out 
June 28 and the refining company 
isn’t sure whether it wants to stay 
on for the summer or take a vaca- 
tion. 


Sheldon Stark to WXYZ 


Sheldon Stark has gone to Detroit 
with his family to take up residence 
on a contract basis with WXYZ. 
He'll write “The Green Hornet’ un- 
der Fran Stryker. 

Stark formerly did the Mennon 
Famous Jury Trials dramas. 








Percy Winner Aiding Walker 


Aides named by Jimmy Walker 
last week to assist in preparation of 
his new commercial news com- 
mentary show are Percy Winner, for- 
merly of the international news de- 
partment of NBC, and Sylvia Len- 
son, formerly of the press depart- 
ment of WFIL, Philly. 

Show recently made its debut for 
Crawford Clothes on WJZ. 


Helen Brooks, legit actress, will be 
in the cast of this Saturday night’s 
(6) program of the ‘Arch Oboler’s 
Plays’ series over NBC red. 
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NBC’s Algebra 














(Continued from Page 23) 





together with the facilities it will 
use for at least 13 weeks when it 
comes back. The interval schedule, 
which is based on gross weekly bill- 
ings of a 13-week Resumption Cycle, 
is as follows: 

HOUR PROGRAMS 


Amount Weeks 
$13,000 or over......... Kaw © 
an. ~". &esabedwsssueas -S 
ae. — -eateuwectaace. 
a. «".. adeateeesadews 7 
PE tN iti, Shee ees 8 
HALF HOUR PROGRAMS 
ME aber hates 4 
en! esate inaceane 5 
Me  . ' aiieK anaes Saseaa 6 
I wee! ad eta 7 
Te RRR agg PR ee ee eo 8 
QUARTER HOUR PROGRAMS 
ee is wea a 
E> 5. decae cca nec 5 
ill PP iia diets 6 
Se 2. gkaeke seawbedss bj 
A RB ae eer 8 


While CBS’ plan was silent on the 
subject, NBC does make specific pro- 
vision for an advertiser to put a pro- 
gram on ice for as long as 13 weeks. 
This can be done by borrowing the 
additional weeks from another one 
of its shows. In such cases the ‘total 
gross billing of the facilities of the 
interval which the second program 
would have been entitled to, divided 
by one week’s gross billing of the 
first program’s Resumption cycle, 
will determine the additional num- 
ber of Interval weeks available’ to 
the program going off. 

For example, an account which has 
been spending $18,500 decided it 
wants a vacation. According to the 
interval schedule it’s entitled to 
seven weeks, providing it has agreed 
to spend as much for 13 weeks when 


Small Chap Favored 


One view gathered from agen- 
cies that have previewed NBC’s 
summer vacation plan is that it 
makes a fair and practical ap- 
proach to the problem and that 
it gives as much consideration to 
the bankroll of the small adver- 
tiser as it does the big spender. 

It is also expected that the ar- 
rangement for getting something 
while the account takes a siesta 
will find strong favor among 
NBC affiliates. 














it returns. The account has also 
agreed to pay 28%, or $5,180, of its 
last weekly gross billing for each 
week of the seven weeks. Now, if 
the same advertiser has also a half- 
hour program which is spending $9,- 
800 a week and is entitled to a six- 
week layoff (with the premium paid), 
he divides $58,800 by $18,500 and the 
resulting three represents a divi- 
dend of three additional weeks, or 
altogether 10 weeks fo~ the hour 
pregram’s layoff. All these calcula- 
tions involve advertisers whose gross 
annual billing is $1,200,000 or over 
and as such they continue to earn a 
25% discount. 
Discounts Up to 15% 

As for advertisers whose gross 
billings are under $1,200,000 they will 
continue to earn discounts up to 
15%. Their annual rebate of 10% 
will, as usual, be allow~ * them, pro- 
viding they have an unbroken run 
for 52 weeks. If the advertiser in 
this money class wants to “orego the 
10% rebate, the 28% premium he 
pays during the layoff will be sub- 
ject to the following modifications: 

1. Programs which have facilities 
under contract for 52 consecutive 
weeks, including the interval period, 
10% of the total number of weeks 
of regular broadcasting service will 
be available as no no-charge interval 
weeks. The 28% rate will then ap- 
ply only to the additional remain- 
ing available weeks under the inter- 
val schedule. 

2. Programs whose fo ‘lities are 
under contract for less than 52 
weeks, including the interval weeks, 
tl.2 28% rate will apply to all inter- 


val weeks; but if and when such pro- ; 


grams continue regular weekly 
broadcasting to 52 weeks, including 
the interval, the 28% rate on the 


no-charge interval weeks will be re- | 


bated. 
Following is NBC’s example of the 
above mathematical conumdrum: 
Supposing an advertiser is spend- 
ing $11,000 a week, which allows him 
a seven-week interval. Applying 


the 28% rate he has to pay $21,560 | 


for the seven-week layoff. However, 
under case (1), if he’s been on for 
45 weeks continuously he’s entitled 
to 4.5 weeks at no charge. By de- 
ducting the $13,860 for the no charge 
weeks from the $21,560 his total bil! 
for the seven-week layoff is $7,700. 


Hedges Prominent 





Open House Echo 


Duluth, April 27. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Open House Week at WEBC, 
Duluth, was a howling success, 
with the office staff doing the 
howling. It seems that during 
the process of literally pushing 
several thousand people through 
the studios and executive offices 
everything movable was moved. 
So now, at the beginning of a 
non-open house week, the 
WEBCers are conducting a 
scavanger hunt, with a prize for 
ever pen, pencil, eraser paper- 
weight, etc., discovered and re- 
turned to the station. 

What we want is bigger and 
better Open Houses! Well, all 
right, if you really think it’s a 
good business—but the removal 
of movables certainly eats up the 
profits. 

(Signed) WEBC, Duluth. 


PART OF TUMS 
CHANGES; HEIDT 
SIGNED 


Horace Heidt orchestra is set for 
a 30 minute Saturday night NBC 
red spread by Lewis-Howe Co. of St. 
Louis in behalf of Tums, Program 
starts Oct. 7—10-10:30 p.m. with a 
net of 106 stations. Stack-Goble 
Agency handled. Music Corporation 
of America agented for Heidt. 


Lewis-Howe Co. currently has 
three programs a week on NBC for 
Tums. Two come in from Cincinnati 
Tuesday and Thursday with Jerry 
Cooper and a third on Friday with- 
out him. Cooper’s contract comes up 
for renewal sometime in June. 














Stack-Goble agency got a piece of 
the Tums account (Lewis-Howe Co.) 
when Michael Porter, New York v.p. 
for the agency, sold the proprietary 
drug manufacturer on Heidt. 

H. W. Kastor has been servicing 
the account this season with a half- 
hour dramatic show on the blue 
(WJZ) network, ‘Vocal Varieties’ 
sessions over NBC also, with WLW, 
Cincinnati, the point of origin, and 
five-minute transcriptions. The dra- 
matic stanza folded several weeks 
ago and there are now two weekly 
‘Varieties’ installments. 


.- 


; Balmy Weather 
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By ROD REED 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., May 2. 
Early morning listeners were dis- 
appointed in Hitler’s broadcast. He 
didn’t once give the correct time. 





+++ 





Kind of screwball songs now ap- 
pearing makes one marvel that com- 
posers can write in those stuffy 
straight-jackets. 





FCC can’t halt television sales but 
HCL may. 

Next Joe Louis fight to be spon- 
sored at spot announcement rates. 





In tiffs with Phil Harris, Rochester 
| and others, poor Jack Benny always 
gets the worst of it except on pay 
day. 








Can it be the N. Y. Giants are 
suffering mike fright? 





Washington was not first in war, 
first in peace, etc. It was either NBC 
or CBS. 


Wall motto: Be kind to the page 


boy, you may want to borrow car 
fare. 








Poem 
1s statesmen ponder fate of na- 
tions, 





3 Chicagoans, Trammel, Mullen, 


as RCA Revamps; 


Shift Morgan, Morton, Mason 


Three radio execs from Chicago 
have had their strategic positions in 
the RCA-NBC organization further 
enhanced through organizational 
changes which became effective last 
Friday (28). Niles Trammell, who 
was brought in, in January as exec- 
utive v.p., has become the operating 
head of the network with all division 
and department chiefs reporting to 
him direct, while Frank Mullen has 
been moved up from p.a. to v.p. in 
charge of all RCA advertising and 
publicity. Horton Heath takes over 
Mullen’s former title of manager of 
the department of information. 

Bill Hedges is the third ex-Chi- 
cagoan to have increased authority 
under the new set-up. He like 
Mullen got most of his broadcast- 
ing experience while on Trammel’s 
staff in Chicago. At the time he was 
brought east a few years ago Mullen 
was director of the Farm and Home 
Hour, which emanated from Tram- 
mel’s former bailiwick. 

Under the new organization setup 
at NBC Trammel will continue to re- 
port to Lenox R. Lohr. Other NBC 
executive changes which became ef- 
fective last Friday are: 

Clay Morgan steps out as head of 
publicity to become assistant to the 
president for special public relations 
and institutional promotion assign- 
ments, while Frank E. Mason, v.p., 
takes over the newly created Depart- 
ment of Information, which includes 
the press and promotion divisions of 
the publicity department, and also 
retains his authority over shortwave 
broadcasts. 

A. H. Morton is relieved of the di- 
rection of the NBC managed and 
operated stations to become v.p. in 
charge of television. Morton was 
formerly in the technical end of the 
business as RCA rep in Europe. 

William S. Hedges also gets a new- 
ly created department. As v.p. in 
charge of the Stations Department he 
will supervise, in addition to his old, 
job, station relations. Morton’s for- 
mer assignment, national spot and 
local sales, the traffic department and 
the office of the director of develop- 
ment and research. 

Sidney Strotz, Trammel’s former 
assistant, assumes the title of man- 
ager of the Chicago division. 

The statistical division becomes 
part of the sales department. It for- 
merly came under the treasurer's au- 
thority. 

Clay Morgan has been represent- 
ing NBC at outside functions more 
and more and it is expected this will 
be the type of activity he will spe- 
cialize on. Some months ago he 
made a preliminary divorcement 
from the administrative detail of the 
actual publicity mill. NBC has been 
weak on mixers in recent years. 

Significance is attached to Tram- 
mel’s new power in that he is the 
first operating head with actual ra- 
dio industry background and experi- 
ence since the days of the late 
George McClelland, who was fired in 
1933. Trammel was recently charged 
with carrying through the fiscal har- 
monizing of NBC take and net. 


BANGOR’S EXCLUSIVE 


WLBZ Grabbed Russian Flyers At 
Maine Airport 











Bangor, Me., May 2. 

Station WLBZ kept its staff on 24- 
hour call and successfully corralled 
the Russian flyers when the rescue 
plane finally stopped here Sunday 
night for refueling and customs 
clearance. Congressman Ralph O. 
Brewster aided station in getting in- 
terviews with the Soviet aviators 
and first info on the trip and status 
of the men’s health. 

Program, an exclusive, did not go 
outside the state of Maine, but was 
fed by WLBZ to WRB, Augusta, and 
WAGM, Presque Isle. 


‘Buck Rogers’ Back 


After a buildup via transcribed 
spot announcements, ‘Buck Rogers 
in the 25th Century’ resumed airing 
Monday (1) over Mutual for Pop- 
sicles. Biow agency handles the ac- 
count and the show is spotted Mon- 
day-Wednesday-Friday evenings. 
Sponsor figures on putting over a 
juve character to intro the show, 
along the lines of the Philip Morris 
page boy. Jack Johnstone is scrip 








‘omics simply rib relations. 


ing and directing the series. 
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PHI BETA KAPPA 
With Dr. John H. Finley 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Friday, 6:45 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

This is apparently one of those 
educational presentations the net- 
works can cite when the Parent- 
Teacher associations and the women’s 
clubs hit the sawdust trail. It’s 
billed ‘Getting Ready for Tomorrow’ 
end is aimed as a sort of institu- 
tional advertising for book larnin’ 
in general and a college degree in 
particular. It’s sponsorec (not in 
the sordid commercial sense of that 
word, of course) by the associated 
Phi Beta Kappa chapters. And no 
matter how fine it’s chopped, it’s still 
—_ about the dullest bit of intel- 
ectual shadow-boxing ever to 
stupefy listeners. 


If aimed to tickle the intellectual 
egos of the super-serious scholars 
and educators, probably the session 
fills the bill—although it would un- 
doubtedly make some of the less in- 
tense key-wearers pretty drowsy. 
But if intended to povularize educa- 
tion, it’s all wasted effort. It simply 
won't work qut that way, for it ob- 
viously will appeal least to those 
who need it most. The average 
bozos on the street just won’t know 
or care what all the long-winded 
and high-toned gab is about. So if 
any mildly curious gents happened 
to catch the first few elongated sen- 
tences of Dr. John H. Finley on the 
general subject of ‘Getting “eady for 
Tomorrow’s Printing Presses,’ he 
probably hopped out of the arm- 
chair to twist the dials to something 
less elevating and less enervating. 
Finley, a scholar, educator and 
editor, has a list of titles as long as 
a breakfast food commercial an- 
nouncement. This week the pro- 
gram is advanced to 6-6:15 the same 
night. Hobe. 


‘LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE’ 

With Beverly Brown, Hazel Doell, 
Frances Kirsch, Mary Hollis, Jen- 
nie Mae Firmin, Shirley Bienve- 


nue, Raymond Froeba, Perry 
Brown, Jimmy Simpson, Paul 
Jacobs, Jr. 
Sustaining 


30 Mins.—Local 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
WWL, New Orleans 

This one is over six months old. 
It is written and directed by Beverly 
Brown, once a schoolmaster on the 
square in Van Horn, Iowa. He re- 
creates, with fictional liberties, the 
environment of the one-room, one- 
teacher seat of learning. It’s a com- 
mendable and ambitious local crea- 
tion of broad appeal. Mixes comedy 
with the philosophy of life which is 
seldom seen in schools of the present 
day. Plot at present revolving 
around attempts of a new student’s 
father (who saved the town finan- 
cially by buying and keeping in 
operation a factory which was the 
chief source of township livelihood) 
to oust the schoolmaster for correct- 
ing the son’s misconduct. 

Program is great favorite of shut- 
ins and older people who actually 
0 aaa similar schools in child- 


ood. 

Recently broke station mail rec- 
ords for one-announcement response 
with nearly 10,000 requests for 
souvenir of program which is now 
being prepared. Souvenir offered is 

form of slate uscd in old-fash- 
ioned schools with photographs of 
cast on it. Donn. 


*NAMES IN THE NEWS’ 
News Interviews 
15 Mins. 
SOCONY 
WNAC, Boston 
(J. Sterling Getchell) 

Rarely does a big-timey program 
emanate from Boston, but this is a 
high-caliber job, at least from the 
sectional viewpoint. It looked good 
enough to attract Socony. 

Linus Travers, production chief of 
Yankee Net, is supervising these 
broadcasts, and a budget is ample to 
enable him to do a commendable job. 
Formula is simple, even though its 
execution involves journalistic deft- 
ness and knowledge. 

Each Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
night at 7:45, ‘Names in the News’ 

resents interviews with two or 

ree persons who have made front- 
page copy in the press within the 
past day or two. On show caught, Art 
Ross. manager of the Boston Bruins 
(hockey), was queried by Frank Ry- 
an, hockey play-by-play announcer, 
on his reactions to winning the Stan- 
ley Cup the ni¢ht before. This is 
obviously hot stuff for the sporting 
world of New England. 

For the second name, Jack Stanley 
interviewed a hero of a fire, George 
Klipham. direct from his bedside in 
the Citv Hosvital. Klipham had saved 
his twin children from his burning 
home outside of Boston the night be- 
fore. He recovered enouch from the 
shock to describe the thriller calmly 
and dramatically throuch the careful 
handling of Stanley, who worked the 
interview in subdued tones and with 
the proper dignity. This human-in- 
terest sequence was the program’s 
hichlicht. 

For the closer, Ruddy Hassett. new 
rightfielder of the Boston Bees (base- 
ball). was interviewed in the studio 
and encouraged to sing ‘Irish Eyes’. 
This lacked snarkle. 

Socony is mentioned as the snonsor 
at the onening and finale. and the 
onlv real commercial is a 48-seeond 
plug at the two-thirds mark. Al’-in- 
all, a good For. 


JEROME KERN CAVALCADE 
With C. B. Cochran, Anne Ziegler, 
Patricia Burke, Gordon Little, 
Ronnie Hill 

Musical Biography 

60 Mins. 

Sunday 9:05 P. M. 

BBC, London. 


Charles B. Cochran, now an al- 
most regular broadcaster, got his big- 
gest job yet in U. K. radio when he 
emceed a program aimed to illus- 
trate Jerome Kern’s career as one of 
the world’s foremost song writers. 
Show was sixth, and most success- 
ful yet, of series designed by Will- 
son Disher in which the romantic 
stories of composers’ lives. are 
blended against a background of 
their own works. It is material the 
BBC balances pretty well, because 
these programs appeal from two 
angles—melody and general interest. 
It would be easy to ruin them by 
haphazard selection, but keen 
thought was obviously concentrated 
on this one, and Mark Lubbock built 
a gripping script in which tribute 
was paid as much to Kern’s personal- 
ity as to his art. 


Cochran’s. sympathetic emceeing 
was a big contributory factor to pro- 
gram’s strength but with Kern’s own 
melodies it couldn’t go wrong. As if 
inspired by the music, both Anne 
Ziegler and Patricia Burke sang out- 
standingly well, the latter very 
reminiscent of many moods of her 
famous mother, and the former ex- 
quisitely rendering numbers that 
Irene Dunne did on screen, 


‘THIS MAD WORLD’ 
Songs, Talk 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thurs., 10 p. m. 
WHN, New York 


This series, which made its debut 
last Thursday (28), describes itself as 
a ‘topical review of news fit to print.’ 
It’s also billed as the ‘zany side of 
the news.’ The idea has rich possi- 
bilities, but obviously not in the 
hands of Hilda Cole, who is doubling 
from . a. for Fred Waring to script 
‘This Mad World.’ 

The initial installment ranged from 
lopsided satire to pointless lampoon- 
ing. There was a glimmer of hope 
in one or two of the lyrics, but the 
dialog was uniformly sad, particular- 
ly the bit using the N. Y. Telephone 
Co.’s weather forecast service as the 
springboard. The skits kidding the 
Japanese flair for being diplomatical- 
ly sorry over their atrocities, and 
the swanky playground now avail- 
able to dogs in New York’s Sutton 
Place was highschoolish. About the 
only time Miss Cole reached the tar- 
get was in the lyrical pokes she took 
at Dr. George Gallup’s polls of pub- 
lic opinion. 

Program’ has a co-operative talent 
setup. Number of show business 
and newspaper people have formed 
a group to prepare and present the 
program. Policies are decided by a 
rotating editorial board. 


Participating on the first show 
were David Greggory, composer and 
librettist; Frank Butler, master of 
ceremonies; Hilda Cole, writer: 
Douglas Watt, composer; James Ful- 
ler, sketch writer; Betty Landt, sinc- 
er; Jack Sher, writer; Nancy Mar- 
shall, actress, and others. Greggory 
has written songs and lyrics for 
Broadway shows. Watt is on the 
staff of the New York Daily News 
and Sher is on the Detroit Free 
Press, while Fuller is with Young & 
Rubicam. Miss Cole is associated 
with the Fred Waring staff, and Miss 
Landt is a daughter of one of the 
ia of the Land Trio and 
ite. 


Butler, Greggory and Miss Cole are 
permanent members of the governing 
board, and the fourth member is 
chosen by the others in the co-oper- 
ating group. Participants are paid 
only for material used, and the prices 
are set by vote of the board. Outfit 
is open to additional members. As 
long as the show is sustaining on a 
local station, the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists’ regulations 
don’t apply. Not known what ruling 
would be made if the show vot a 
sponsor, Odec. 





PIEPLANT PETE 
Variety 

30 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. 
WHAM, Rochester 


Pieplant Pete, of the a.m. hillbilly 
team of Pete and Joe on this outlet, 
is m.c.ing a nicely entertaining pot- 
pie of local talent Monday nights on 
WHAM. Not synonymous in mean- 
ing with the station’s call letters but 
aided by okay comedy bits by Pete, 
stooged by Harmonica Joe and an- 
nouncer Al Sisson, it gets over. Half 
hour includes interviews with local 
luminaries. 


Getaway brought in a mystery 
singer tagged Nannette who miked 
‘Gotta Get Some Shuteye’ and ‘Deep 
Dream’ followed by Florence Knope 
in a violin novelty. Helen Ankner 
organed ‘Night and Day’ and 
‘Twelfth Street Rag’ and the house 
crew tossed in ‘Penny Serenade’ and 
‘Could Be’ backed by the vocals of 
the whole gang. 

Interviewee was Robert Link, city 
personnel director and Boy Scout 
leader. Link contributed to the kid- 
ding of Pete and his stooges and was 
complimented for the work he’s do- 





ing in both his jobs, for his trouble. 
Cord. 





| 





LEN GIMBEL’S SCHOLARS 
Quiz Show 

3¢@ Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Fridays; 9 P. M. 

WIP, Philly 

A frank, local imitation of ‘In- 
formation Please.’ The nut on the 
present basis is extremely low, but 
whether the ‘scholars’ would be will- 
ing to continue on the peanuts pay- 
off if the show went commercial is 
another question. 

Doing the Clifton Fadiman, and 
one of the show’s chief interests to 
the insiders, is Benedict Gimbel, Jr., 
president of WIP. He is billed only 
as ‘The Dean.’ A devotee of the 
‘Info Please’ interlocutor from the 
start, Gimbel could almost pass for 
him as far as voice goes. Has a 
pretty good sense of humor and a 
similar manner, too, although with 
the newness of the show it’s of course 
not so polished. 

Regular question-answerers are 
Edwin H. Schloss, music and drama 
critic of the Philly Record: N. E, 
Vogel, professor of English at Tem- 
ple University’s Oak Lane Country 
Day School, and William H. Nobel, 
Jr.. author and archeologist of the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum. 
Although still too timid to really 
shine, Schloss is by far the best, be- 
ing somewhat a combination of 
Kieran and Levant on repartee, if 
not quantity of knowledge. Guests 
have included Mrs. John Frederick 
Lewis. of the Board of Education. a 
real femme brightie, and Judge Eu- 
gene nineeneronl, of Common Pleas 
court, 

Method of payoff is an allotment of 
$4 by the station for each question 
used (10 to 15 used per show). Per- 
son who sends in the query gets $2 
for it and $2 additional if it isn’t an- 
swered correctly. If the ‘scholars’ 
set it right, they divide up the $2, so 
best they can make if they get 15 
correct is $7.50 each. Questions are 
pretty good in most cases, sticking to 
the ‘Information Please’ formvla on 
style. Herb. 





‘TALES OF INDUSTRY’ 
Narrative 

15 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 

Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 
WDAF, Kansas City 

Kansas City Star and Chamber of 
Commerce make it a joint effort in 
compiling the material and present- 
ing the programs. Each program is 
devoted to a different industry. This 
one to the farm implement business, 
one of the area’s largest. Method 
is to tell of the background and rise 
of the business, its associate and 
dove-tailing industries, present vol- 
ume and. interest, and value to K.C. 
and environs. 

Information is narrated by an- 
nouncer with appropriate musical 
background, well written and per- 
tinent to local listeners. Other pro- 
grams deal with furniture, insur- 
ance, automobile and railroad indus- 
tries, ali in relation to their special 
local prominence, 

Unobtrusive manner lends cre- 
dence and added interest to the se- 
ries, and filling its niche nicely as a 
goodwill effort. Quin. 


‘MATINEE IN RHYTHM’ 

With Bob Armstrong Orchestra, 
Men of Note, Ruth Norcross, Tiny 
Schwartz 

Sustaining 

15 Mins. 

Saturday, 2:45 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
Nicely diverting 15 minutes of 

vocals and band numbers. Due to 

short time only one number apiece 
is allotted to the vocal section while 
the band takes several on its own. 

Men of Note trio took the honors 

with ‘Undecided.’ Ruth Norcross did 

‘I Can’t Get Started with You’ and 

Tiny Schwartz ‘After Looking at 

You.” Latter two could have used 

more current fare. Each oke, how- 

ever. 

Armstrong band 
grounds the singers and is okay 
alone. No blare, just smooth inter- 
pretation of ordinary arranged tunes 
with the reeds tonning the brass. 
Time could be doubled at that hour 
without offense. 


nicely back- 


‘OLIVER BEAN’S ADVENTURE’ 
With Stephen Haggard, Lucille Lisle, 

Sydney Keith, Joe Hayman, Fred- 

erick Cook 
Dramatic Sketch 
15 Mins. 

Friday, 9:45 p. m. 
BBC, London 

Whimsey written by Burgess Mer- 
edith had nothing of standout qual- 
ity about it, except that it was 
strongly cast and staff producer Bar- 
bara Burnham gave it smooth treat- 
ment. 

Story is no more than a light fancy 
of a nervous young man invited by 
mistake to a film studio to assist an 
actress in a screen test; he is utter- 
ly inexperienced, scared by his sur- 
roundings, but plays up nicely to the 
girl, whose test is okayed by a fam- 
ous producer whose identi* is ‘dis- 
guised’ under the name of ‘Goldbin.’ 
After which the young man just goes 
back to his humdrum job, but with 
memories to temper it. 

Stephen Haggard did lead expert- 
ly and was well backed up by the 
others. 


NBC’s Thesauras becomes avail- 
able to WMCA, N. Y., May 12. Indie 
has nothing in mind yet as to where 





the library will be used, 
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Follow-Up Comment 





‘Joyce Jordan, Girl Interne,’ is 
having more trouble with men about 
her being a woman. She’s gotten an 
inside tip that a certain old fogey 
on the hospital board is opposing 
her getting a vacancy as a senior 
interne. The patient was resting 
comfortably, but Dr. Joyce, the cru- 
sader for women’s rights, was on the 
verge of tears. The whole interview 
was on a level of weepy emotion- 
alism highly inappropriate to a 
doctor or a staff conversation in the 
hall. The elderly doctor was sup- 
posed to be an old meanie, but he 
had professional dignity. The way 
Joyce carried on, suffering through 
her knotted hankie and all, no won- 
der he doubted her ability to handle 
authority. 

All this was in the name of Mc- 
Kesson & Robbins Calox tooth 
cleanser at 9 a.m. 





Victor Moore, appearing on Hobby 
Lobby under the new policy of using 
one name_ guest, provoked some 
chuckles but few outright laughs. 
Moore’s is type of character comedy 
which registers better, certainly 
faster, with a visual than an aural 
audience. The material used in a 
four-minute exchange with Dave El- 
man was not socky—puns, for in- 
stance. Use of comedians—Tom 
Howard appeared two weeks before 
—may give program a change of 
pace, but it has yet to produce any- 
thing funny. 

Howard, without his partner in ar- 
gument, George Shelton, obtained 
only mild results. Episode, though 
brief, seemed draggy. Heywood 
Broun, the first of the namers, strove 
for a light whimsical touch, as he 
yarned about his ‘portrait painting.’ 
Deems Taylor, who worked straight. 
delivered probably as well as any of 
the radio singles yet heard on 
‘Hobby Lobby.’ A breezy tale of 
carpentering and the scars he has 
received. Lowell Thomas will guest 
this week. 





Sol Lesser, speaking from Holly- 
wood, after actors in NBC’s Chicago 
studios had dramatized the cheating 
of a fond but poor mother by a fake 
film scout, advised listeners to 
check talent schools with Better 
Business Bureaus ebefore paying 
them money. Lesser was introduced 
by Emcee Fred Sullivan as the man 
who had discovered many leading 
child screen actors—Jackie Coogan, 
Jackie Cooper, Baby Peggy and 
Bobby Breen mentioned, the last 
named with title of his new picture. 
The producer’s voice came over the 
air clearly and rather pleasantly. 
Lesser said there were many re- 
liable talent schools—Shirley Temple 
was a product of one—and they were 
desirous of eliminating the racket- 
eers. Following him and also talk- 
ing from Hollywood was Mrs. Rua 
Horn, the woman whose story of 
misfortune had been dramatized by 
Shredded Ralston, NBC, Tuesday 8 
P. M. Said she was a seamstress. 

Others guesting, with cutbacks to 
highlight their tales, were: Sidney 
Sommerfield, of the Chicago License 
Bureau, and also ‘the only man liv- 
ing to escape from Devil’s Island, a 
Frenchman now in this country, 
where he will remain if a special 
law is passed by Congress. Some of 
the ‘Behind the Scenes’ dramatiza- 
tions are just fair on scripting and 
acting. Sullivan is perhaps the 
deepest voice emcee on a network— 
sounds a bit like a character actor. 
Good voice but a rather slow de- 
livery. Announcer Paul Luther is 
breezier. 

Glen Welty’s orchestra plays for 
and studio audience watches this 
moderate show. 





Amos ’n’ Andy are out to recover 
lost listeners through their present 
plot and the CBS ballyhoo behind 
it. The chances are thatthe team 
will drag out and torture this plot 
so long that the suspense will sud- 
denly snap on the receiving end 
and the percentage will go tumbling 
in parallel rapidity. Impresarios of 
evening serials have found out in 
recent years that it doesn’t pay to 
keep the same plot running too long 
and that the patience of waiting to 
find out whether the girl is really 
the lon-lost heiress isn’t what it 
used to be. 

A&A perennial is now dealing 
with another court trial in which 
Andy is one of the litigants, and 
in which the main issue revolves 
around the question of whether he 
was legally married before a couple 
of pistol shots interrupted the cere- 
mony. 





Richfield Reporter passed its 2.,- 
500th consecutive broadcast on the 
Pacific Coast last week and now in 
its ninth vear in the same 10 p. m. 
niche on NBC basic red network. 
It’s gotten to be pretty much of a 
habit with coasters to dial the red 
stations for the regular nightly news 
roundup. Sam Hayes was the voice 
of the Reporter from its inception un 
to two vears ago when he dropped 
off to take a fatter offer from a bank- 
ing chain. Since and still doing the 
job are John Wald and Ken Barton. 

Westerners got so used to the 
Haves voice and technique that they 
at first resented the team’s handling 
of the news. Their delivery of the 
grist is okay and the petrol commer- 
cials not smeared on too thick. It’s 





consistently one of the best quarter. 
hour news periods in the west. 





Jimmy Fidler continues the 
tense of dishing up sizzling dirt 
about Hollywood and putting the 
glamorized boys and girls on the 
pan for their personal shenanigans, 
but he actually sticks to rather in- 
nocuous stuff in his present bi- 
weekly stint for Drene shampoo. He 
started last Friday night’s (28) edi. 
tion by fanfaring ‘Hollywood, where 
many a gay blade is skating on thin 
ice,’ but then tap-tapped a flock of 
trivial personality items about the 
marriage or romantic plans of So- 
and-So in the customary fan mag 
style. 

Did a sort of ‘profile’ of Lew 
Ayres, gave a complimentary review 
to ‘Union Pacific’ and then rehashed 
the week’s items from the dailies, 
Although he hadn’t said anything 
controversial, Procter & Gamble fol- 
lowed with a disavowal of approv- 
ing any ‘statements or opinions ex- 
pressed’ on the program. As another 
teaser, it was promised that on his 
next show Fidler would discuss the 
‘taboo subject of Deanna Durbin’s 
real age.’ Is she that old already? 
Seems only yesterday that she was 
just a young girl. 


pre- 





Kate Smith’s Swansdown-Calumet 
hour Thursday (27) aired a particu- 
larly gripping condensation of ‘Awake 
and Sing,’ the Broadway hit of a few 
years ago. Played by members of 
the original cast, the air version had 
meatiest parts of the show smoothly 
scripted for general radio appeal. 
Piece crammed in comedy, powerful, 
homely drama and pathos. Event- 
ual suicide of the elderly lover of 
Caruso recordings was tipped off, 
however. Would have been stronger 
and more punchy if it hadn’t. 

Musically the hour had much. 
Most effective of several by the Ted 
Straeter chorus was the current nov- 
elty, ‘Three Little Fishes,’ and the 
opening, ‘Hang Your Heart on a 
Hickory Limb.’ Miss Smith’s vocals 
ran the gamut from popular back 
through several oldies to the fade- 
out, ‘I Ain’t Gonna Sin No More,’ 
which also used the chorus and was 
treated in production style simulat- 
ing a Southern plantation. 

Hour’s standbys, the ‘Aldrich 
Family’ and Abbott and Costello 
weren’t up to snuff. Satisfying, but 
not on a par with the level each has 
held recently. Bit of ribbing which 
Ted Collins has widened around Ab- 
bott and Costello since starting it 
several weeks ago is good for a few 
laughs but it seems to break up the 
comedy thread of the pair. 

Commercial near the opening was 
fitted in with a crack supposedly 
made by an elevator operator in Miss 
Smith’s office building about the ris- 
ing aualities of elevators and baking 
powder, Not a bad way to work in 
plugs and if it was the operator par- 
ticipating in the airing of the gag 
he’s wasting his time jockeying a 
cage. 





Cornelia Otis Skinner did an 
amusing and well acted guest piece 
on Walter O’Keefe’s ‘Tune Up Time’ 
show Thursday (27). It was a 
monolog with Miss Skinner as the 
wife of a farmer in Revolutionary 
War days, carrying on an imaginary 
conversation with her husband. 

Bit concerned the arrival of the 
Redcoats and the ride of warning of 
Paul Revere and the husband’s sub- 
sequent departure to augment what 
was termed by Miss Skinner the mad 
men rather than the minute men, 
Well written script included several 
amusing cracks. Her handling of 
the piece, which called for swift 
changes in mood and voice was ex- 
cellent, 





Burns and Allen turned in a slip- 
shod_job on their 30-minute stanza 
for Chesterfield cigarets last Friday 
night (28). Material was sub-stand- 
ard for the series, but more surpris- 
ing was the way they kicked the 
dialog around. Show was seemingly 
under-rehearsed. Lapses were par- 
ticularly notable in the case of Gracie 
Allen. Comedienne was at a disad- 
vantage, for she got tanzled in her 
lines on numerous occasions and was 
away off in her timing. Extraordi- 
nary for a performer of her experi- 
ence and standing. ; 

Burns was better, but Ray Noble’s 
several attempts at dialog reading 
showed a remarkable knack of kill- 
ing the punch in a line, while Frank 
Parker was almost as bad. Actors 
who played the bus driver and Pull- 
m2n conductor stood out in contrast. 

Noble’s music was also sub-par for 
an orchestra of his rep. Sounded like 
a typical radio nick-un crew in its 
lack of style. Paul Dou*las’s com- 
mercials were well handled in the 
nersonality-suv fashion character- 
istic of Chesterfield. 





Jack Dolph, CBS coast exec, col- 
labed with Tom Waring on the ditty, 
‘Ol’ Darky, Ol’ Mule.’ 





Johnny Green, Texaco writer, 
spotted by Kastor agency as conti- 
nuity editor. 





Lawrence Tibbett back on Kellogg 
Circle for two-monihy” stretch. 


* 
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Sponsored Fun’ Hint Heard On 
Floor of Congress as Further 
Attacks on Industry Are Made 


Washington, May 2. 

Indignation about asserted visit of 
FCC members to a New York joy 
joint at the expense of industry 
members flared in the House last 
week during renewed discussion of 
the need for a Congressional probe 
of the business and the regulators. 
Tut-tutting caused the Commish to 
discuss the incident, without taking 
any action, at a subsequent session. 


Gossip about lively night activi- 
ties was brought up by Rep. Sam 
Massingale, Democrat, of Oklahoma, 
during another tirade by Connery, 
Massachusetts Democrat, who has 
been leading the crusade for an in- 
vestigation. While the Bay Stater 
was repeating his complaints about 
profiteering, Massingale inquired 
about a reported ‘drunken brawl’ 
which occurred ‘in some hot spot in 
New York City’ while the television 
oglers were on the road a fortnight 
ago. Said he had been told ‘some 
woman was hurt—her arm twisted.’ 


Although the cloakroom loungers 
had discussed the report with inter- 
est for several days, Connery said 
he had no verification and could not 
state whether the incident actually 
occurred. The Oklahoman, observ- 
ing ‘no real investigation of good 
can be had by sending out men of 
that type to investigate a monopoly 
in the radio business,’ said he feels 
the rumor should be checked. 


Critical remarks about the activi- 
ties of the television group were 
passed around the Capitol during the 
week, but nothing else came into the 
open. Various lawmakers reflected 
disapproval of Commissioners’ will- 
ingness to accept hospitality of the 
industry while on official business, 
and fairly complete report of the 
group’s comings and goings was dis- 
cussed in the cloakrooms. 

Support for an investigation was 
voiced by two members—Earl C. 
Michener, Republican, of Michigan, 
and John M. Houston, Democrat, of 
Kansas—as Connery traced once 
more the complaints which have 
been cited as reason for an inquiry. 
Houston recalled that the House Ap- 
propiations Committee still has done 
nothing about giving the FCC money 
for operations beyond July 1 and in- 
quired what has been done about 
cleaning house. 


In addition to the familiar 
squawks—the high price paid for 
KNX, Los Angeles; the alleged in- 
flated value on CBS properties, the 
remarks about ‘big monopolistic 
owners of these radio chains’—Con- 
nery fired a new blast at the Com- 
mish. Complained about establish- 
ment of booster stations, which, he 
said, provide ‘practically no employ- 
ment for those in the community’ 
and furnish unfair competition for 
local newspapers. Permits for such 
plants originally were issued on the 
theory that experimental operation 
might advance the art, the Bay 
Stater said, but the FCC allows hold- 
ers ‘to exploit the field covered and 
to most unfairly compete commer- 
cially with those who were de- 
pendent upon local advertising for 
their support. 


Not Improved 


Recalling last year’s promises that 
conditions would be rectified, Con- 
nery said the FCC situation has not 
improved. Chairman Frank R. Mc- 
Ninch received another panning, with 
unfriendly remark that ‘more secrecy 
surrounds their actions, except to 
the privileged few, than ever be- 
fore.’ Congress should take steps to 
see that the ‘radio monoply’ does not 
dump television receivers on ‘an un- 
suspecting public,’ he said. 

Passing reference to the sudden 
wind-up of the FCC chain-monopoly 
probe and Mutual’s attempt to have 
the Commish prevent the other 
chains from extending their present 
contracts with affiliates. Connery re- 
marked that ‘a former general coun- 
sel of the Commission only recently 
placed before the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission a request that 
an injunction be issued restraining 
the networks and their affiliated 
stations from a continuation of pres- 
ent contraets which are contrary to 
the public interest.’ 





Guy Hickok sent by NBC to ad- 
dress annual meet of the Illinois 
Federation of Women’s Clubs at the 
Sherman hotel last night (Monday). 








Can’t Clear Tunes 





Lincoln, May 2. 

Jack Hanssen, KFOR program 
director, about to marry, found 
ASCAP isn’t the only music 
problem. 

Of music picked for wedding 
ceremony, all but one ditty was 
disapproved by the Episcopalian 
rector. 


RADIO - PRESS 
RELATIONS 
EASED 


While there were the usual de- 
nunciations against the inroads of 
radio on local and national advertis- 
ing budgets and the granting of free 
program listing space, the conven- 
tion of the American Newspaper 
Publishers Association at the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria last week was 
marked by a more conciliatory at- 
titude toward broadcasting. It was 
obvious that the publishers as a 
whole were gravitating toward a 
two-sided policy. The press may use 
the left hand to clip radio when it 
tries to cut in on advertising but 
the right hand must always be ex- 
tended to make broadcasting an ally 
in fighting for ‘statutory guarantees 
against coercion by government offi- 
cials.’ 

Report of the ANPA’s radio com- 
mittee, as submitted by J. S. Gray, 
publisher of the Monroe (Mich.) 
Evening News, on the one hand ex- 
pressed appreciation of radio’s ap- 
preciation for the press’ cooperation 
for public service in matters of news 
coverage during emergencies and on 
the other hand gloated over the cir- 
cumstances that more papers than 
ever now exclude program listings 
unless they are paid for. The report 
described this shift as a ‘striking 
change.’ 


‘Of the newspapers reporting last 
year,’ wrote the committee, ‘235 not 
owning radio stations or not affili- 
ated with stations stated their pol- 
icies relating to the printing of pro- 
grams and program publicity. Total 
of 33 of the 235, or 14%, reported ex- 
clusion of radio programs except as 
paid matter. Of newspapers report- 
ing this year (995 not owned or af- 
filiated with stations), some 387, or 
37%, stated that they published 
radio programs as paid maiter also.’ 


Sale of News 


After hailing the cooperation be- 
tween the press and radio on big 
news events, the report states that 
‘less assuring from the viewpoint of 
the press has been the continued 
sale of time by broadcasters to ad- 
vertisers for news features of all 
sorts and kinds. Whether broad- 
casters eventually will come to share 
the newspaper view that sponsorship 
of news reports constitutes a ques- 
tionable practice adverse to the pres- 
tige and larger interests of the me- 
dium indulging in it, is a question 
yet to be answered.’ 

The committee’s report then sol- 
emnly regrets that ‘it seems appar- 
ent, however, that the failure to date 
of broadcasters to accept presenta- 
tion of the news as a public service 
purely, to be held separate and apart 
from the sale of their time to adver- 
tisers, constitutes a weakness in their 
otherwise strong claim for greater 
constitutional security and for in- 
creased freedom from bureaucratic 
control.’ 

Highlight of meeting at Waldorf 
was J. M. Bunting, general manager 
of the Bloomington (Ill) Panta- 
graph, denunciation of practice of 
giving free space to radio. ‘You 
publishers who have no connection 
with radio are annually donating 
$4,564,000 in national space—to a 
competitor,’ Bunting told the assem- 
bled publishers. Bunting’s paper 
carries no radio logs or news col- 
umn, and claims to be prospering 
just the same. 

John S. McCarrens, general man- 
ager of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
elected prez of the ANPA, succeed- 
ing James G. Stahlman. 
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UNION CITES KYW 


CIO Complains Westinghouse Refuses | 
to Sign Collectively 








Philadelphia, May 2. 

Charges of refusal to bargain and | 
refusal to enter into a written con- 
tract were filed with the National 
Labor Relations Board on Friday 
(28) by the American Communica- 
tions Association, CIO, against West- 
inghouse Electric Co. as operators of 
KYW. Charges were filed by at- 
torney Saul C, Waldbaum in behalf 
of the KYW panelmen, who are 
members of Local 28 and who ‘since 
Sept. 10, 1937, have been endeavor- 
ing to obtain a written contract cov- 
ering wages, hours and general 
working conditions at the station.’ 
ACA has a written termer with 
every other kilowatter in the city, 
KYW being the only outlet refusing 
to sign up. 

NBC, which leases and operates 
KYW, has nothing to do with the 
engineers, who, under the terms of 
the lease, are provided by Westing- 
house, which owns the station. 

Negotiations were held with West- 
inghouse for 19 months, Waldbaum 
claims, concluding on April 19, 1939, 
when Walter C, Evans, company 
exec, declared ‘that he could not see 
any sense of a written contract, that 
it was just an academic question.’ 


Filing of charges by the ACA fol- 
lows by a few weeks the action of 
the national office of the United 
Electrical, Radio and Machine Work- 
ers of America, representing 40,000 
employees; in making complaint to 
the NLRB on a national scale against 
Westinghouse on the same grounds: 
refusing to enter into a written con- 
tract and refusing to enter into 
genuine collective bargaining 
negotiations. 


FRANCHOT TONE 
ELIMINATES 
HIMSELF 


Franchot Tone is completely out 
of the picture for the ‘Prosecuting 
Attorney’ series which Pepsodent is 
considering as a summer pinchhitter 
for its Tuesday night spot on NBC. 
He tilted his asking price by $750 
last week, or a matter of $1,750 per 
broadcast, and thereby lifted himself 
beyond the salary bucget proposed 
for the 13-week series. 


Lord & Thomas, agency on the 
account, is conferring with the ac- 
count this week on another name 
prospect. Agency tried to get John 
Garfield, but learned from Warner 
Bros. that his many film assignments 
would make him unavailable for 
radio this summer. 











Coy, Sassafras and Sugar 
Foot Join KCMO, K. C. 


Kansas City, May .2. 
Station KCMO, has appointed 
James Coy as director of special 
events, 


Talent staff has added Sassafras 
and Sugar Foot, comedy team, and 
Tucson Ted and Yodeling Bobbie, 
hill billies, formerly with KMMJ at 
Clay Center, Nebraska. 

Manager Larry Sherwood expects 
station will shift to its new wave- 
length and increased wattage within 
fortnight as equipment has already 
passed prelim tests. 


More Liberal Pickup Rules Due; 
Industry Has Called Commish 








Stooge for Telephone Company 


Versatile Vallee 





Hollywood, May 2. 

Going radio’s triple-threaters 
one better, Rudy Vallee last 
week wrote the dramatic skit, 
acted in it, emceed the show and 
directed the music. 

Versatility also runs to picture 
acting. 


JAP DIRECTOR 
JAMS HAWAIIAN 
STATIONS 


Washington, May 2. 

Permits for continued operation of 
two Hawaiian transmitters were held 
up last week while FCC investi- 
gated part ownership in the control- 
ling corporation by a Japanese sub- 
ject. Plants received 60-day tem- 
porary licenses when Commish— 
acting under provisions of Sec. 310 
(a) (5) of the Communications Act 
—ordered a hearing regarding the 
status of S. Sawamura, vice-presi- 
dent and director of the Pacific The- 
atres & Supply Co., Ltd. which 
owns both stations. Law provides 
that no officer, nor more than one- 
fourth of the directors of a control- 
ling corporation, shall be aliens. 

Stations affected are KGMB, Hono- 
lulu, and KHBC, Hilo, operated by 
the Honolulu Broadcasting Co., Ltd., 
a subsid of Pacific Theatres outfit. 
Must be satisfied with temporary 
tickets until an arrangement satis- 
factory to the Commish can be ar- 
rived at. Resignation of Sawamura 
and disposal of his interest in the 
stations to persons of American citi- 
zenship believed the only way out. 


PAPPY CLARK LUTHER 
FOSTERS HILLBILLIES 


Wichita, May 2. 

KFH here has been adding a num- 
ber of hill-billy acts since the arrival 
of Clark Luther as general manager. 
Has them on two 15-minute strips in 
the morning and a full 30-minute 
across the board in the afternoon. 

Also has organized a Barn Dance 
Frolic gang, which is now playing to 
an audience of approximately 3,- 
000 people each Saturday night from 
7-to-midnight at 25c a head. 

Started the affair a few weeks ago 
in the audience studio seating about 
800 people. It outgrew this spot 
quickly and was moved to the Rose 
Room which handles twice as many 
people. And now has shifted to the 
Forum which is the biggest building 
in the State of Kansas. 

















Benay Venuta’s WOR, N. Y., sus- 
tainer, shifts back to its 9 p. m. Sun- 
day spot this week. It’s the fourth 
time change for the program, which 
recently was moved down to 5:30 
p. m. Sunday to avoid confliction 
with a commercial. 





Red ‘Favored’ by Audit Change 





Last fall NBC adopted its present 
crediting of supplementary stations 


status, red or blue, regardless of whether the program involved was on the | 
It was all pretty foggy to those not mathema- 


basic red or the basic blue. 


bookkeeping system concerning the 
on a basis of their (the stations) 


ticians to start with. Columbia at the time did not fancy the change, see- 
ing it as throwing the existing footrules into obsolesence. Since then CBS 
has charted the differences from Publishers Information Bureau data. Point 
CBS makes is that billings, ‘rightly belonging’ to the blue are not properly | 4rews of KOCY, here; Jerry Boze- 


credited through the new supplementary auditing. 


It goes like this: 


Month Red Network Blue Network Benefit to Red 

October OM cisecreccs Se $975,225 $73,849 
New ......+.. 2,872,588 901,376 

November Old .......... 2,878,261 1,020,658 70,593 
New ....- ~-.. 2,948,854 950,065 

December Old .......... 2,852,735 1,034,337 75,446 
BE éavdeesos 2,928,181 958,891 

January GE aesoaees 2,932,267 1,101,633 103,244 
New ..... coes 3,005,511 998,389 

February Old .......... 2,738,889 1,009,806 84,608 
BOW ccccocses 2,823,497 925,198 

March GE ccascocsse Se 1,135,480 97,460 
BD task evsss 3,132,832 1,038,020 


Ground-work laid Monday (1) for 
change in the existing rules which 
| prevent rebroadcasting of programs 
'of international stations by non- 
|commercial transmitters. FCC has 
| designated Commissioners Norman 
|S. Case, George Henry Payne, and 
|T. A. M. Craven as committee to 
| consider plea for liberalization, sug- 
| gested by Mayor LaGuardia of New 
| York after WNYC was blocked, be- 


| Washington, May 2. 
| 
| 


| cause of present regulations, from 
picking up microphoned versions of 
the Harvard tercentenary fiesta two 
years ago. 


Present rules have ired many sta- 
tion operators on frequent occasions, 
bringing charges the FCC is stooging 
for the telephone industry by re- 
Stricting the privilege of rebroad- 
casting. As things stand, wire lines 
must be used to relay programs 
from remote points if a land link is 
available or can be installed in time 
or without excessive cost. Permits 
to pick up other stations’ signals are 
granted only rarely, on theory that 
a more liberal rule would cause air- 
wave congestion, 


Hearing due in the near future at 
which complaints and suggestions 
will be entertained. 


DURHAM LIFE 
STAYS IN WPTF 


Charlotte, N. C., May 2. 

Durham Life Insurance Co. and 
NBC have agreed to call off their 
deal on WPFT, Raleigh, and the for- 
mer will continue to operate and 
manage the station. The insurance 
company will now on its own apply 
to the FCC for an increase in power 
and permission to operate after 11 
p.m, 


Agreement to withdraw a joint 
application to the FCC for approval 
of WPFT’s sale to NBC ends the dif- 
ferences which arose between the 
insurance company and the network 
when the latter sought to exercise 
its option to acquire all of the sta- 
tion’s capital stock. Shortly after 
the network had acted, a group of 
North Carolinians formed the North 
Carolinian Radio Corp. for the pur- 
pose of taking over the outlet when 
and if the deal between NBC and the 
insurance company were approved. 
The group within the NCRC wanted 
to make sure that the station wasn’t 
moved out of the state. 











Baseball Announcers 
Form Ciub to Exchange 
Data on Sundry Teams 


Oklahoma City, May 2. 

Baseball announcers covering games 
for stations located in the Texas 
League have organized a Tex- 
as League Baseball Broadcasters As- 
sociation for promotion and protec- 
tion of their nrutual interests. In- 
formation of each announcer’s home 
team is monthly filed with the asso- 
ciation secretary and reported to all 
other announcers for information in 
broadcasting games when players 
come to town. 


It is also planned that each man 
| will broadcast an inning of the Texas 
| League All-Star game at San An- 
| tonio, Texas, this summer. 

| Charlie Jordon of WRR, Dallas, 
was elected president of the new as- 
sociation and Zack Hurt of KFJZ, 
Fort Worth, has been named secre- 
tary. Other members are Ted An- 





man of KWKH, Shreveport; Vic 
| Rugh of KTUL, Tulsa, Okla.; Dave 
Young of KABC, Houston, and A. B. 
Carroll of KFDM, San Antonio. 





Decatur Team Airing 


Decatur, Ill., May 2. 
Team owners themselves and local 
merchants are jointly sponsoring the 
broadcasts of all home and road 
games of the Decatur Commies of 
the Three I League this season. 
Season opene? Sunday (30). 





ry, 
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to ask for the National Guard to pate order in 

he city. They trampled over each other for the 
glimpse of the Paramount celebrities in for the big 
celebration... Cecil B. DeMille, Barbara Stanwyck, 
George Raft, Lynne Overman, Robert Preston, 
and the other big Paramount stars. And they 
crowded three theatres, at $2.75 a head, to cheer 
this as the biggest and best of all the great DeMille 
triumphs. When the Indians wrecked the U. P. train 
in the picture, when the old engine plunged down 
in the snow slide, when the troops crossed the 
Dale Creek bridge through fire... they practically 





Rowley of the Robb ‘and Rowley Circvit, 
Rubin of Great States Theatres, John Balaban of 
Balaban and Katz, A.H. Blank of Tristate Theatres, 
Ed Cassler of the Denham Theatre, Harry Warren 
of the Central States Theatres ... came praise for 
Paramount's picture and for Paramount's show- 
manship. W. Averill Harriman, Chairman of the 
Board of Union Pacific Railroad summed up the 
whole show...“A great picture’... he said. 
And Carl R. Gray, Director of the U. P. gave the 
greatest praise of all, ‘The first railroad picture 
I've ever seen in which a railroad man could 
find no fault,’ 
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di emiere, tremendous business 








Look at that Old Union 


Pacific Pay Train Roll! 


OMAHBA....First week at the Omaha Theatre 
hits 215% with Paramount Theatre doing 
tremendous business besides, 





LOS ANGELES....Paramount Theatre does 
week’s business in three days....175% for 
week. 





SALT LAKE CITY....Center Theatre gets 
week’s business in three days....180% for 
week, 





DENVER....Denham Theatre comes through 
with week’s business in two days and a rec- 
ord 200% for week. 





CHEYENNE, WYOMING....Lincoln Theatre 
outgrossing “Wells Fargo,” which did record 
New Year’s business, 





LARAMIE, WYOMING....Empress Theatre 
RUNS WAY AHEAD OF “WELLS FARGO”— 
THREE-DAY GROSS IN TWO DAYS, 





NORTH PLATTE, NEBRASKA... .Paramount 
and Fox Theatres running way out in front 
of “Wells Fargo.” 





SAN FRANCISCO....Fox Theatre running 
neck and neck with “Wells Fargo” to smash 
business. 





PORTLAND, OREGON...Paramount Theatre 
in a close race with “Wells Fargo” and pack- 
ing them in. 
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Theat Home Visio 
(Continued from page 1) ceived, will be made for years to 
| come. The quality is improving so 
eral Communications Commission, | 2Pidly that television pictures 


which has placed restrictions against | 
commercial advertising through the | 
new medium, the demonstration of | 
Sunday (30), and the facts and prog- | 
nostications of the Smith report have 
focused fresh interest on the early | 
application of a new 
science in the field of popular enter- 
tainment, 

‘Television is certain to affect ex- 
hibitors more than any one else in 
motion pictures,’ the Smith report 
declares. ‘Producers may take care 
of themselves in a changing world, 
but exhibitors are limited to what) 
they can do in their theatres. They 
cannot take their shows into the 
homes of their patrons. 

‘When sound came into pictures 
the exhibitors had two problems, the 
wiring of their theatres and paying 
for the equipment. They faced no 
new competition or medium, in fact 
they had an added attraction to sell | 
to their patrons. But television will | 
be another story. 

‘Many exhibitors will soon have to 
start installing large screen tele- 
vision equipment in their theatres,’ 
the report continues. ‘This is being 
done in England and Germany but 
as yet has not started in this coun- 
try. It may be that the ultimate 
fate of all motion picture theatres 
will depend on how this development 
is handled. Theatre television is of 
the utmost importance for it now 
seems as if, in England at least, it 
will be developed even more rapidly 
than home television. Some English 
motion picture interests held this 
idea as far back as 1936 and they 
may benefit enormously by their 
foresight. 


Earmarked for Theatres 


‘It is important to know that the- 
atre television may be made private, 
and restricted only to theatres, by 
technical as well as legal means. If 
certain frequencies are set aside for 
theatre television transmission by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, these would lie outside the 
public broadcasting band, and the 
receivers in the hands of the public 
would not tune to these frequencies.’ 

The Smith report is the fourth 
survey on television which has been 
ordered by Will Hays. The first was 
made in 1924 at the beginning of the 
attempt to televise. Smith and the 
late Harry Schwalbe collaborated on 
that report which concerned experi- 
ments at the Jenkins Laboratory in 
Washington. Subsequent survey was 
made by Maj-Gen. Saltzman, in 1928, 
and by Smith in April, 1937. 

Because the new survey deals in- 
timately with the immediate prob- 
lems of commercial radio broadcast- 
ing, copies of the Smith report have 
been handed by Hays to David Sar- 
noff and other top executives in 
broadcasting. 

New Headaches 

‘The radio industry has not wanted 
to develop television, any more than 
the motion picture industry wished 
to develop sound,’ Smith declares. 
‘They would like nothing better than 
to continue their present ways with- 
out the headaches of new problems. 
Even today some radio people doubt 
the value of ultimate success of tele- 
vision.’ 

After a review of comparable 
doubt in the minds of film executives 
when sound was introduced in films, 
Smith continues: 

‘We now well know that once the 
public saw and heard a picture they 
were not content to see it only. How 
much less will the public be content 
to only hear their radio programs 
when they know they can also see 
them. 

‘In every industry there are forces 
and personalities that drive it for- 
ward. In a recent article on the 
social influence of television, David 
Sarnoff wrote, since the beginning of 
time man has sought to extend the 
power of his senses and to enlarge 
his capacity to perceive and respond 
to the world around him.’ There 
never was made a truer statement. 
Then why should man continue to be 
content to hear a play in his home 
and not see it; to hear a President 
talk to him and not see him, to hear 
Charlie McCarthy and not see him? 

Four Major Problems 

‘Television has had four major 
problems. The first was to send over 
the air, or wires, images or pictures 
in motion that could be picked up 
and reproduced on receivers located 
in homes and elsewhere. As a prob- 
lem that no longer exists. Today’s 
results are good enough to satisfy a 
critical public although improve- 

ments in images, transmitted and re- 


wonder of | 





| ring. 
| televise 
| fourth 








shown before March, 1939, are al- 
ready considered crude. 

‘The next problem was adequate 
programming, either from film or 


| direct pick-up, which means repro- 


ducing the event while it is occur- 
The third was to find a way to 

over networks, and the 
was to raise the necessary 
money. 

‘The problem of financing does not 
concern us, however vital it is to 
those developing television. But the 


| second and third problems are of im- 


portance to us. With adequate pro- 


| gramming television can be success- 


ful from film alone if the network 
problem is never solved. But when, 


'and if, networks can be used direct 


pick-up will compete with film in 


| programming. 


Bearish Vs. Bullish 
‘Several years ago any favorable 
statement concerning television 
would have been an exaggeration. 
The pictures were poor and the dif- 
ficulties seemed to have no practical 
solution. A while ago progress be- 
came rapid. Today the danger of 

understatement is very real. 


‘Television still has a year or two 
of technical difficulties, and a tre- 





mendous financial problem. But the 
spring of 1940 or 1941 will see a 
great new industry under way. To 
paraphrase a famous statement by 
Nicholas Schenck ‘there is nothing 
the matter with television that 
money will not cure.’ 

‘None of the big interests who are 
responsible for television would dare 
to let it out if it faced failure. Sev- 
eral of the companies sponsoring 
television rank among the most im- 
portant in this country; several 
others are major companies, and all 
are of importance. Seldom, if ever, 
has a new business started with such 
powerful and determined backing, or 
with such competent engineering. 
For once the engineers are ahead of, 
rather than behind, the commer- 
cialization of a new product. For 
example, electrical interference from 
automobiles will be d problem soon, 
but the cure has been known for 
some time and automobile manufac. 
turers are prepared to equip their 
new cars with interference preven- 
tion devices. Old cars can be 
equipped for a few dollars, 

‘In developing television the radio 
interests will have two important 
allies. First the public, for Ameri- 
cans strongly support that which is 
new and interesting, especially if 
mechanical or electrical. Seven im- 
portant radio manufacturers believe 
this and acting on this belief they 
will offer next month their first tele- 
vision receivers at prices ranging 
from $125 to $445 and up. Their 
estimates of the number of receiving 
sets that will be sold in this country 
during the next five to six years run 
from 2,500,000 to 5,000,000. These fig- 
ures are not casual, but are the re- 
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sult of careful and statistical analysis 
and on these they base their engi- 
neering and manufacturing plans. 

‘The national advertisers, the very 
ones who have made radio what it 
is and who always are looking for 
new and eye-compelling mediums, 
will be the second ally. Consider for 
a moment the financial strength of 
these national advertisers. There are 
350 of them who use radio networks 
and their assets total nearly $20,000,- 
000,000. They are now spending 
$150,000,000 a year for their radio 
programs, exclusive of time and wire 
charges. If television runs into large 
figures bear in mind there are tre- 
mendous financial forces that will 
use it as soon as the public shows 
interest in it. 

‘National advertisers have received 
recently. from the National Broad- 
casting Co. a booklet that sets forth 
the advantages of television adver- 
tising as compared directly with 
radio advertising. Any who doubt 
television, or the sincerity of those 
backing it, should read this booklet. 


Film Part in Television 


‘For the time being television 
needs us, and very badly. But most 
television people hope to relegate 
film to a minor position and bring 
the direct pick-up into all programs. 
In fact if networks were now pos- 
sible they might adopt the policy of 
excluding film as they excluded for 
years the transcribed radio programs, 
There being no networks film will 
start unopposed and as an essential 
factor. 


‘Two motion picture companies al- 
ready have established a position in 
television, Paramount by their con- 
nection with the DuMont company, 
and Warner Brothers by their con- 
trol of Transamerican. Each is alert 
to every move and development in 
television. 


‘To protect the interests of motion 
picture exhibitors by establishing a 
position in television that will be 
profitable to them is a problem, and 
one that must be faced now. We 
never should let the idea become 
generally accepted that television 
means pictures in the home instead 
of pictures in the theatre. It would 
seem to be wise to combat that idea 
at once. 

‘It seems obvious now that tele- 
vision, as it affects the motion pic- 
ture industry, is not only a matter 
of film production for the home but 
also of a new type of show for the 
motion picture theatre. It well may 
be that at the box office of the mo- 
tion picture theatre television will 
make its first profit. 


Better Than Screen, Radio 


‘Also while television is struggling 
to start we should be struggling to 
improve. Faults in pictures that 
today can be tolerated, if not elim- 
inated will permit television to show 
in the home a better picture in some 
respects than we show in the theatre. 
As an example, the television stand- 
ard for sound already has been set 
at 12,000 to 15,000 cycles. This com- 
pares with 8,000 to 10,000 cycles in 
theatres, 8,000 cycles on local broad- 
casting stations and 5,000 cycles on 
present network broadcasting. In 
other words sound in television, be- 





Films Copyright Protection Bureau 
Keeping Close Tabs on Telecasts 





With the arrival of television, the 
film industry’s Copyright Protection 
Bureau jis keeping a weather eye 
peeled for unauthorized exhibitions 


of pictures. Because there are thou- 
sands of motion picture prints daily 
out of the hands of distributors, 
there is a temptation for certain in- 
dividuals (exhibitors) to ‘lend’ 
prints to experimental telecasters 
without receiving any authority 
from owners of the production. It 
is such violations that the bureau 
will watch closely. 

The film industry tried and suc- 
cessfully halted the use of borrowed 
film prints for experimental tele- 
vision, This earliest case was in 
1933, when Walt Disney and Colum- 
bia Pictures sued Pioneer Mercantile 
Co., John Carnackis and Pete Simos, 
theatre operators, for the unauthor- 
ized usage of a Mickey Mouse print 
over a Bakersfield, Calif, experi- 
mental station. The plaintiffs named 
the exhibitors because they alleged 
the two permitted the print to be 
borrowed from the theatre. Defend- 
ants in the case consented to a per- 
manent injunction, virtually agree- 
ing to stop using the film or pay for 
its projection via television. 

Incentive to use motion pictures 

















* 


in television, industry members 
claim, is obviously great. Experts in 
the new sight-sound broadcasting be- 
lieve that two to six weeks’ re- 
hearsal will be necessary, even for 
30-minute television shows, if they 
are to measure up to the standards 
of a film production. If the cost of 
so much rehearsal plus the ultimate 
use of skilled players and sets for a 
television show can be eliminated by 
scanning a finished $50,000 to $1,000,- 
000 film, the saving would be worth 
considering, even if something had 
to be paid for telecasting rights. 

The question is a pertinent one to 
the film business right now, even if 
television is only in the experimental 
stage, because legal lights realize that 
the matter will have to be settled 
presumably in the courts. And that 
the sooner the issue is decided, the 
better, 

Edward A. Sargoy, associated with 
Gabriel L. Hess, special counsel for 
major film distributors for 12 years 
on matters involving unauthorized 
exhibition of films, indicated this 
week, in going over the attitude of 
the Copyright Protection Bureau, 
that the high court decision covering 
infringements of film copyrights 
likely would be applicable to tele- 





vision. 





cause of new and better equipment, 
will be far ahead of anything now 
heard in pictures or over the radio, 
and will give a quality that the 
average ear does not go beyond. 
Television News 

‘News will be the most dramatic 
type of subject for television. That 
is true today in broadcasting, but 
how much more effective news will 
be when pictures are added. It will 
be like the modern illustrated dailies 
compared to the old dailies without 
pictures. 

‘This is so true that all who plan 
to televise are determined the pro- 
duction and reproduction of news 
will be done by them, Others can 
produce the sponsored or sustaining 
programs but not the news. Even 
if it must be for some time a limited 
service in coverage and much of it 
from film it will be owned and con- 
trolled by those who own the tele- 
vision stations and networks. 





HOLLIWAY'S HAT 


IN VISIO RING 


Los Angeles, May 2. 
Harrison Holliway, headman for 
the Earle C. Anthony radio interests 
(KFI-KECA), last week broke his 
long silence on television and let go 
with a double barreled announce- 
ment of a new site and programming 
plans. Entire 14th floor (that’s high 
in Hollywood) of a storage building 
at Santa Monica Blvd. and Highland 
Ave. has been leased and is now in 
the process of being transformed in- 

to an experimental telecast studio. 


Site is considered ideal to Holli- 
way as it offers an unobstructed 
beam to the horizon four ways. 
Early experiments will be devoted to 
coverage data and listener reaction 
rather than technical research, and 
transmitter, which goes with the 
building, will be revamped and start 
sparking as soon as the Craven re- 
port setting up standards for tele- 
casting is published. Anthony last 
month made application to the com- 
mission for license to operate with 
1,000 watts on 42,000 to 56,000 kilo- 
cycles. 








Javal of Baird, London, 
In New York with Two 
Engineers, 3 More Due 


Ian C. Javal, commercial director 
of Baird Television, Ltd., has just 
arrived in New York from Europe 
with two engineers. Within the next 
two weeks he expects to equip and 
install Baird receiving apparatus in 
the Gaumont British home office. 
Three additional engineers are ar- 
riving in the U. S. during the week. 

Javal expects to set up a 15 ft. by 
12 ft. screen and claims pictures to 
be received thereon will be of 20 lux 
illumination, or as bright as the av- 
erage small theatre screen. Defini- 
tion of the pictures will be compa- 
rable to that of newsreel pictures, ac- 
cording to Javal. Baird’s system of 
405-line scanning will be converted, 
in the equipment to be used here, to 
the American systems of 441-line 
scanning. 

Baird is not a transmitting com- 
pany, as such, and only intends to 
demonstrate reeeiving apparatus in 
this country. Any deals, however, 
to equip sending stations with Baird 
equipment will be considered. Other 
factors brought out by Javal were 
that Farnsworth patents are avail- 
able to Baird in England, but there 
is no cross-licensing agreement; that 
Baird will bring out a new model 
of home receiver in August which 
will not have a radio station attach- 
ment but just be designed to re- 
ceive sound and pictures from purely 
television transmission stations. 

It is also correcting some of the 
faults of the present iconoscope 
methods, such as tilting and bending, 
which produces too many shadows in 
transmissions and on rectiving tube. 


Photogs’ Television Deal 


Hollywood, May 2. 

International Photographers Local 
659 of the IATSE negotiated a deal 
with the Don Lee network covering 
television. 

The agreement provides that mem- 
bers of Local 659 will be trained in 
all phases of television work, and 
that when commercial broadcasts 
are launched a wage and hour agree- 
ment will be signed with the union. 
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$1,250 Per Theatre 
Demand for Derby 
Television Rights 














London, May 2. 

After Gaumont-British got per. 
mission to play the Derby on tele. 
vision screens in central theatres, 
Jack Davis went after the rights for 
his Marble Arch Monseigneur, 
Epsom Grand Stand Association, 
which holds the copyright, told him 
he could project the program at 
$1,250 per theatre. House has only 
around 400 seats, and even by boost- 
ing prices he can only get $350 into 
a full house. The Derby runs May 
24. 

Result has been plenty squawks, as 
Davis alleges G-B is offering fantas- 
tic fees purely with the idea of cor- 
nering the show; at that fee, he 
avers, they couldn’t even take 
enough in their West End houses to 
cover it. Also points out that such 
a charge for a program running only 
half an hour or so is utterly beyond 
the highest charge ever conceived by 
a film distributor. 


CROSLEY SHOWS 
ITS TELEVISION 


Cincinnati, May 2. 

Television set-up of the Crosley 
Corp. was operated last week for the 
first time, with successful results. 
Initial demonstration, held Wednes- 
day. (26), was in the nature of a 
press party. A repeat showing, Sat- 
urday (29), was for the firm’s 200 
distributors of Crosley electric appli- 
ances, representing 25,000 retail deal- 
ers throughout the nation. 


Demonstrations were experimental. 
Crosley’s application to the FCC for 
a construction permit calls for Visio 
and audio transmitters of 1,000 watts 
power each to operate on the 50-56 
frequency television band. All trans- 
mitting and receiving equipment was 
built by Crosley engineers. 


Studios and transmitter occupy the 
48th floor of the Carew Tower, 574 
feet high. 


No date has been set for broad- 
casting experimental television pro- 
grams. Early experiments with dra- 
matic sketches are to be undertaken 
soon, to determine what material is 
best for television purposes when 
regular programs are scheduled, 
Last week’s demonstrations were 
also tests for Crosley-made television 
receiving sets, 


Crosley’s distribs had their first 
peep at the firm’s new auto, to sell 
for $350 in the coupe model and $375 
in the sedan model. Job has a two- 
cylinder type, air-cooled motor and 
an 80-inch wheelbase. Cars were 
shown for first time Friday (28) at 
the Indianapolis Speedway, 110 miles 
from Cincy, 


STROMBERG LOOKING 
INTO TELEVISION 


Rochester,. May 2. 
Stromberg-Carlson Co. has started 
manufacture of television receiving 
sets and will show its first models at 
salesmen’s conference here May 10, 
11. Lee McCanne, radio sales man- 
ager, said the company will not push 
sales of the sets at present, using the 
limited quantity produced mainly for 
field testing. 


The company also has applied to 
FCC for new radio station operating 
on high frequency band approaching 
the realm of television. Stromberg 
plans to establish a station employ- 
ing two kilowatts for development 
of a high fidelity system eliminating 
static and requiring new receiving 
sets. Programs would be rebroad- 
cast over WHAM. 

















Joey Nash at WCAU 
Philadelphia, May 2. 

Joey Nash, former network com- 
mercial warbler, has joined the staff 
of WCAU. He started a daily 15- 
minute shot yesterday (Monday) at 
5:45 p.m., accompanied by Doris 
Havens at the organ. 
Nash played with numerous name 
bands as a saxophonist before Rich- 





ard Himber discovered he*could sing. 
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Sidelights on Visio’s Start 


Engineers Busy 
Dumont television sets were operating in numerous department stores 
in New York, Brooklyn and Westchester Sunday (30) in connection with 
the three-hour program televised from Fiushing Meadows by RCA-NBC 
as the N.Y. World’s Fair got started. Installing, supervising, servicing the 
sets was a headache to the Dumont staff, who had only about 25 engineers 
available to dash about. 
There was some fear that the decision of Bloomingdale’s to install sets 
in the show windows would do television an injury. 
plate glass reflections would mess up the reception. 














| 


It was feared the | a 
Crowds collected | Revelation 
early on the sidewalks, however, and there was no particular trouble as | the International 


11 YEARS TO WAIT 


Ideal Conditions Prevailed Last Fall 
for Television 








Washington, May 2. 

Televised long-range cinema, un- 
veiled for the first time last week, 
showed definitely the limit on visual 
transmission is not as rigid as en- 
gineers have previously feared but 
also emphasized plainly that trans- 
mission to remote receivers remains 
problem of greatest difficulty. 
impressed pedagogs at 
Scientific Radio 


feared. Most of the stores arranged to open and have clerks on hand | Union, meeting at the National Re- 


sc that invited guests could see the demonstrations. 


| 


A television set is almost unknown in Greater New York, although there 


are said to be 14,000 in Greater London. 
engineers and interested parties have sets in their homes. 
the publicity, hardly anybody outside the immediate professions and trades 
affected has yet seen television. It will burst upon the public in a com- 
paratively advanced state of refinement by the time installations are 
common. 





RCA, NBC’s Overlapping Billing 
Telecasts by Radio Corporation of America carry the trade-mark of 
two overlapping circles. In one RCA, in the other NBC, are emblazoned. 
These are frequently flashed. Main title shows the RCA building in sil- 
houette and the opening slogan is ‘Pictures Through the Air.’ 





Par’s Television Film 
Paramount newsreel was out with several crews to photograph television 
demonstrations in various sections of New York. This was part of the 
tie-up with Dumont. Paramount has perfected a grainless film which 
will bé developed for television use. Par owns 50% of Dumont. 





Few Sales, But Plenty Curiosity 

Not many sets are actually being bought, but the curiosity is terrific. 
Television circuits from one part of store to another are being employed 
in several New York department emporiums. This means that the spec- 
tator sees controlled visio, but not over-the-air visio in some demonstra- 
tions. Public will need to be infected with enthusiasm. It’s all a missing 
quantity to most of them. Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s are especially active 
in boarding the bandwagon. 





Slightly Mixed Up 

Full-page advertisements have appeared in the New York dailies from 
both RCA and Dumont in the past week. Dumont boasts that it was first 
to introduce sets in the area (which RCA answered at the time by abruptly 
stopping its tentative visio schedule). NBC’s owner advertises it is backed 
by $2,000,000 of research. 

Meanwhile, Zenith has lately scareheaded: ‘Zenith is ready—but tele- 
vision is not.’ Zenith states: ‘Radio dealers have been penalized and pun- 
ished by premature television publicity starting last fall.’ And adds ‘our 
television receivers are loaned—not sold.’ 





$50 to Install 
It costs around $50 for a television machine to be installed. Must be 
carefully tuned up in relation to the transmitter, which invariably is on 
the highest building or hill available. However, at this particular time, 
the small number of sets (hardly 400) thus far sold, or installed experi- 
mentally, means that they are getting careful nursing and plenty of free 
visits from engineers. 


| 
| 





| search Council. 


Rephotographed pictures were re- 


A handful of radio executives, | ceived at Riverhead, N. J., last fall 
But with all | when conditions for remote recep- 


tion from London were uniquely 
favorably. The situation won’t recur 
for 11 years, due to the sunspot 
cycle, unless researchers develop re- 
markable equipment. Limitations on 
existing apparatus were obvious to 
witnesses of the sensational screen- 
ing. 

Show was termed ‘weird’ and 
‘ghostlike’ by the Washington Star, 
which quoied D. R. Goddard, RCA 
engineer, as saying conditions last 
October and November when the 
New Jersey lab peeked in on BBC 
operations were almost ideal. God- 
dard insisted, however, that the re- 
photographed version did not do 
justice to the actual transmission. 

‘As shown here, they were prob- 
ably the most ghostly pictures ever 
thrown on the screen and the sober 
scientific meeting took on an atmos- 
phere of a spiritual gathering,’ Star 
related. 


WMCA May Resume Owhng 


WMCA, N.Y., is currently plan- 
niug to resume the late two-hour va- 
riety program it dropped last fall 
and add to it an owl session of re- 
corded request music. Variety show 
would run from 11 p. m. to 1 a. m. 
and include straight and sports news, 
interviews, and the Lee Grant or- 
chestra. 

-‘ecorded program would cover 
from 1 a. m. to 5 a. m. with a break 
midway for a 30 min. news roundup. 
Latter to include news of Eu) ope via 
suort wave through th: station’s tie- 
u_. with the N. Y. Herald Tribune. 
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Televize Fair’s Opening 








(Continued from page 1) 





and lines on the tuning pattern the 
image is focused to the proper width 
and depth.) 

Mobile units (laboratories on 
wheels) were used by RCA-NBC to 
facilitate coverage of the N.Y. Expo 
ceremonies. Most of the action took 
place in the Court of Peace. The 
program opened lazily by focusing 
upon the flags of various nations 
waving in the breezes. Little by lit- 
tle the cameras wandered around the 
buildings, the crowds and the grand- 
slowly began filling 
with people. The sun, which had 
been bright for a time, went down 
and a large portion of the program 
was heavy on the grays. Later Old 
Sol obliged and the spectator got a 
clearer contrast of blacks and whites, 
a great aid to comfortable watching. 

Most Difficult Test 

Actually the outdoor test was one 
of the most difficult television could 
tackle. The arrangement of distin- 
guished guests and the pomp of the 


| opening kept the iconoscope too far 


from the objectives. It was pre- 
dominately reported in long shot 
with a sprinkling of medium shots. 
In the latter the occasion reached its 
peaks. There was a hair-curler mo- 
ment or two, for example, when the 
Scottish Highlanders, bagpipes blar- 
ing and kilts swaying, moved into 
the immediate range of the camera. 
It was amusing when the carpenters’ 
union, resplendent in the new white 
overalls, came marching down the 
lane and moved into the best seats 
down front. Another grin was the 
band of the plumbers and steam- 
fitters, their insignia easily legible, 
which broke out with ‘The Wearin 
o’ the Green.’ 

There was considerable delay be- 
fore the presidential automobile 
turned the corner and slowly crept 
up the ramp to the speakers’ stand. 
While the President dismounted, the 
iconoscope turned back to long shots 
of the crowd and the buildings and 
breeze-tossed flags. While the detail 
was vague at times, due to the dis- 
tance and the faltering sunlight, the 
presence of colorful native costumes 
among the international delegations 
stood out. 

The characteristic figure of Mayor 





LaGuardia could be easily picked 
out individually as he came along. 
Another cinch was the mustache, big 
toothy smile and impeccable tailor- 
ing of Grover Whalen. 

The speeches of LaGuardia, Gov- 
ernor Lehman, Sir Louis Beale of 
Great Britain, and finally President 
Roosevelt reminded the small crowd 
around the Dumont receiver that 
television carries a quality of sound 
reproduction substantially better, 
from the start, than radio. The 
greater sound cycle range of visio 
accounts for this. In the band music 
of the various military units this 
was also noted. 

Essentially the ceremonies were on 
the dull side, but the miracles of 
television made it a memorable and 
engrossing show as it was indubit- 
ably a historic occasion. 


ONCE AWAY FROM KPO, 
LACEY MARKETABLE 


San Francisco, May 2. 
How to get a commercial in one 
easy lesson: get yourself a job on an- 
other station. 
At least, that’s the experience of 
Larry .Lewis (Lew Lacey) who 











broadcast a sustaining series as ‘The 
Southern Serenader’ for. several 
| months over KPO and KGO, left the 
NEC staff and became commercial 
manager at KYA here and now finds 
himself with a quarter-hou~ weekly 
commercial on KPO starting May 12 
under the banner of the United 
Packing Co. of South San Francisco. 
Lacey, as Larry Lewis, will do the 
same type of song and gab act he 
did before on KPO. Sidney Gar- 
finkel agency handles the account. 


Nebraska Assn. Elects 


Lincoln, May 2. 

Nebraska Broadcasting Association 
named Randall Ryan, Grand Island, 
president at its annual meeting at 
North Platte. William LeBarron, 
North Platte, was chosen vice-presi- 
dent; Art Thomas, Norfolk, secree 
tary-treasurer; John Gillean, jr., 








Omaha, and L. L. Hilliad, Scoits- 
bluff, directors, 
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Editorial excellence is the 
reason the annual Variety 
Radio Directory is accepted 
as the industry's most au- 
thoritative reference book. 
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Spot Campaigns 


(New, Renewed or Pending) 





Daytimers Repeated at Night 
Chicago, May 2. 

General Mills will put platters of ‘Betty and Bob’ and ‘Hymns of All 
Churches’ on WIND, Gary, each week night from 8 to 8:30. 

This is part of a general tendency on the part of big advertisers to double | 
up on their national coverage in the key markets of the country. With the | 
daytime shows coming through with comparatively low daytime ratings, | 
the advertisers are convinced that these shows can well afford another 
crack at the audience in the evening hours. Especially do they feel that 
the major markets can take that extra plugging to advantage. 

Chicago, New York, Boston, St. Louis and Philadelphia in the eastern 
sector are figured as the ripe markets for this double-billing, while the 
entire coast has indicated a real need for such spotting arrangements. 

—— 7 


The Franciscan Fathers (N.Y.C.),| wyR, Detroit. Program has been on 
52 half-hour programs, “The Ave) staggered sked until time change. 
Maria Hour,’ April 30, 1939, to April | 











21, 1940. Through Donald Peterson, | 
N.Y.C. WNAC, WICC, WLLH,!| Hi-Speed Gasoline this week re- 
WFEA, WBRK, WCSH, WATR,/|Sumes_ sponsorship of ‘The Fact- 
WNLC. WTHT. WSPR. WHAI,| finder’ show over WXYZ, Detroit, | 
WSAR. WEAN. |and state web, plus WSPD, Toledo. | 
| It's fourth consecutive season for 

, i} bankroller. Will be heard at 7:15 
American Thermos Bottle Co.,| . 
Norwich, Conn., 56 100-word an- | 2-™+ Monday, bn gense ag = wre 
nouncements, May 9 to July 3, 1939, | 78 _—— Was pane We * ae . 
daily, including Sundays. Through hour earlier on same days ove! 
it eae Von Riper & ‘Keeling THe Michigan web Programs also will 
(Indianapolis) sa ‘| be carried (disc) independently over 
: Oe |several Ohio stations, under Hi- 

2 ‘ Speed aegis. 
Plough, Inc., Memphis (St. Jo-| Besides ‘Factfinder,’ who unearths 


seph Aspirin,’ “Penetro Salve’ and | little known facts, show includes 
‘Breathem Inhaler’), 91 100-word an-| Benny Kyte’s studio band and a 
nouncements, daily, April 22 to July| male quartet. 

21. Through Lake-Spiro-Cohn, Inc., 
of Memphis. WNAC, Boston. 





Rheingold Beer is gathering avail- 
abilities through Lord & Thomas 





Coca-Cola for the fifth consecu- 
tive year is sponsoring local games 
in Texas League via WRR, Dallas. 
Co-sponsoring now with Wheaties. 
Games are aired by Charles Jordan, 
acting manager. 


paign through the south. 





Benrus Watch is doing some heavy 


Tarcher, Inc. Joe Wayer is the 


agency’s time buyer. 





State Automobile Mutual Insur- 
ance Co., Columbus, O., has taken 
‘Unbroken Melodies,’ new half-hour 
show over WJR, Detroit, starting 
May 7. Will be heard Sunday nights 
with m.c.’ing by ‘The Statesman’ and 
music by 14-voice mixed chorus di- 
rected by Don Large. 





Roos Bros. (clothing firm), through 
Emil Brisacher & Staff, renewed its 
thrice-weekly, quarter-hour, ‘The 
Sportsman,’ with Ernie Smith, over 
KYA, San Francisco. 








Dr. Ross’ dog and cat food is be- 
ing plugged in three announcements 
weekly on Bill Baldwin’s ‘Yawn 
Patrol’ morning variety show over 


Carling’s Beer this week starts 
sponsorship of Jimmy Stevenson’s 
daily baseball resume program over 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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preliminary to placing a spot cam-| 
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| Religion as Bait? 





Religious News Service, an off- 
shoot of the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, is ex- 
tending its service from news- 
papers and magazines to radio 


stations. Will offer mimeo- 
graphed script for 15-minute 


shows once weekly to broadcast- 
ers. Thinks about 150 stations 
may be interested. Bases this 
calculation on number that co- 
operate on annual drives. 

Religious news is advanced as 
a possibility for attracting spon- 
sorship locally. Banks, utilities, 
department stores are suggested 
as ‘likely to respond.’ 

Religious news service is 
for 15 weeks, $19.50 26, 
£26 for 52 weeks. 


$13 
and 


for 
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SFO, San Francisco, 
1. Through Howard 
Los Angeles. 


starting May 
May 


Manhattan Soap Corp. (Sweetheart 
Soap), through Franklin Bruck 
agency, New York, began May 1 a 
thrice-weekly sponsorship of Bob 
Garred’s ‘Streamlined Headlines’ 
newseasts on KSFO, San Francisco. 





Zonite Products Corp. (Forhan’s 
toothpaste), through Cowan & Den- 


|gler, Inc., New York, using partici- 
pating announcements in Janet 


| Baird's program, 
|man’s Eyes,’ over KGO, San Fran- 
| cisco, twice weekly, May 16 through 
Aug. 11. Also two weekly on KPO 
in programs of transcribed music. 





| Gardner Nursery Co. of Osage, | Intercity affiliates WIP, WOL and 
Radio | WCBM. 


|Iowa, through Northwest 


| tion of the ‘Musical Clock’ on KPO, 


. |San Francisco, six mornings a week 


| through June 17, using Jack Ed- 

| wards as the ‘Old Gardner,’ Kenney 

| Gillum and waxed music. 

| eens 

| Policy Holders Advisory Council, 
which airs Morris Siegel to advise 
life insurance buyers, will spread 
from a once weekly WMCA, N.Y., 
broadcast to five 15-minute shots per 
beginning May 1. Airs 7:45-8 p.m. 

| Contract’s for 52 weeks and includes 





————————— | 


Bureau of Missing Business 





(This department is devoted to discussion of types of ad- 
vertising that, for one reason or another, usually offer resist. 
ance to radio. Object of series is to stimulate thought ang 
exchange of ideas. Persons within the trade are invited to 


|express themselves, either on specific subjects brought up, or 


'on related aspects overlooked or not covered.) 


agency, | 


NO. 5—HEAVY INDUSTRIES 


Not very much has been done to| York, New York-Washington and 
date to attract so-called heavy in- | New York-Chicago, but airline aq. 
dustries to advertise over the radio.| vertising has been mostly confined 
Radio has been essentially a package|to newspapers and magazines. It 
goods medium. But, in the opinion of | would seem that airlines might be 
some observers, there is no need to/logical sponsors of news periods, 
assume indefinitely that radio can-| although bulletins about crackups of 
not be useful to advertisers not tra-| planes might be periodic embar- 
ditionally considered radio prospects. | rassments on that point. One airline 
Railroads for example, may here-| that did do a little radio blurbing in 
after follow the example of Union/the Midwest recently withdrew in 
Pacific in using radio as they fol-| pique when the advertising manager 
lowed U. P. in adopting the stream- | didn’t like the prominence given an 
lining principle on rolling stock. | accident item. 

Union Pacific now uses spot radio Motorboats, which fall within the 
but is deemed an outside possibility | price range of automobiles, have not 


for network in the future. While! aqvertised over the air at all ap 
only a few railroads could be con- parently. Glossy mags get the play 
sidered even remotely likely t0/from this direction. ‘ 
respond to radio solicitation, the Mees obit ’ mae. aoe i 

roads’ need of modernization and wo chief examples of heavy in- 


‘Through a Wo- | 


| Netwreen such points as 
} 


time signal spotting through J. D. lagency, sponsoring quarter-hour por- | 





dustries now using radio are the 
‘American Mill Rolling Mills on NBC 
and Wheeling Steel, on Mutual. 
Armco’s radio character, The Iron- 
master, played a provocative part in 
some research tests once made on 
groups that had just read through 
magazines containing Armco adver- 
tisements. Readers recalled the ad 
as ‘The Ironmaster Company’ al- 
though there was no copy mention 
thereof in the actual printed ads. 
Radio feels this was a broad hint of 
what radio could do to add con- 
sumer values to technical copy often 
passed over by readers as aimed at 
dealers. It’s foreseen that heavy in- 
dustry will increasingly desire to 
give the public an idea of what lies 
under the paint. 

Wheeling Steel uses a ‘family 
party’ technique in its amateur pro- 
grams. This has been a great help 
in labor relations as well as in hypo- 
ing actual sales. 


improved public good will is too 
dominant to shut radio out of con- 
sideration just offhand and cate- 
gorically. 

Airline traffic is particularly heavy 
Boston-New 





Ex-Lax assumed sponsorship of 
WMCA, N.Y.’s Five-Star Final last 
week. Contract is indefinite and was 
placed direct. 

Emerson Radio will extend on 
from three news periods per week 
to five on WMCA, N.Y., effective 
May 9. Lightfoot Associates agented. 





Look Magazine, three 15-minute 
periods weekly on WNEW, N.Y.’s 
Make-Believe Ballroom. Starting 
May 1 for 52 weeks. Austin & Spec- 
tor agency handled. 
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Produced by and Originated fr 














to the rule. 


KY, Oklaho 


Many stations outside the network 
centers develop talent of network 
caliber. Few are given the opportunity 
of putting that talent on the network. 
WKY, Oklahoma City, is the exception 
“Southwestern Stars” is a 
regular NBC Red Network feature each 
Saturday afternoon at 4:30. 

“Southwestern Stars” is written, pro- 


ke a WRY Cy ot Tap City 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY 
REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, 
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NBC RED NETWORK << 
EVERY SATURDAY 








4:30 P.M., E.D.S.1. 235 bi: 37 


duced and aired by WKY. It has 
opened the eyes of the nation to 
WKY ’s sparkling showmanship. But 
what is making New Yorkers and 
Californians talk today has been taken 
for granted by Oklahomans for the past 
ten years ... for “Southwestern Stars” 
presents the same talent and the same 
production skill that goes into each of 
the more than 140 local, live. talent 
shows WKY produces every weck. 

Tune in on NBC Red Network each 
Saturday afternoon. Study the type 
of programming that WKY’s men, 
method and machincry is putting be- 
hind the products sponsored over the 


Inc. Southwest’s Standout Station. 
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At least a million more people will 





listen daily to radio this summer than 
eh last summer. And this is millions more 


than listened in the peak winters of 1934, 1935, 1936! 


78.6% of all U. S. radios were turned on each day 


last summer. Average listening was 4 hours 18 min- 





utes for sets in use, per family, each day last summer! 


This year, summer listening will increase. It has— 
every year! There are now millions more radio sets— 
home, automobile, portable—than ever before. And 
there is still time for you to take your story to this 





audience, growing in size and in responsiveness. 
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‘WORLD’S LARGEST RADIO N 
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$6,313,829 of CBS business in 30 days! 


You may have seen that headline re- renewals. Gross business in new con- 





cently, for it made the front pages in 
paper after paper. Here’s what one 
paper said about it: 


“Completely reversing the seasonal 
trend in radio for both Summer and 
year-round schedules, CBS has con- 
cluded a record-breaking month in 
signing new business and obtaining 





tracts for the past 30 days totaled 
$6,313,829 of which $2,255,396 com- 
prised renewals, Contracts included 
14 new accounts, while the renewals 
were five in number...” 


If you'd like to know more about 
summer 1939, we'll be glad to amplify 
for you this brief story. 





CBS SUMMER 
ADVERTISERS 








34 VARIETY 


a 


FCC SQUIRMS AS CALDWELL 

















RADIO. 


RAISES ISSUE 








OF ACTUAL REGULATION OF NETWORKS 


Regulators Have Always Ducked Coming to Grips 
with Web Practices—Mutual Move Rapped as 
‘Unfair’ by NBC and CBS 








Washington, May 2. leaves the barristers still wondering 
Suggested ban on extension of net-| Just how to swing into action. For 
work-affiliate agreements has thrown | the moment, they are disposed to 
the FCC into turmoil of legal} Mark time, waiting to see what the 
debate, along with industry repre-| Commish does. 
sentatives, over the jurisdiction and| Network execs are watching anxt!- 
authority to take such _ startling} ously and saying little. The general 
proposal under consideration. Idea/ sentiment, however, seems to have 
was advanced suddenly by Louis G.| been expressed by John J. Burns, 
Caldwell, attorney for Mutual, at} special. CBS counsel, at the hear- 
the wind-up of the prolonged chain- | ings. Aside from objecting that Mu- 
monopoly investigation. | tual was employing unfair tactics, 
As industry lawyers continued| Burns emphasized the chain-monop- 
arguing whether a temporary stop- | oly hearing was merely a fact- 
per could be issued by the Com-| finding inquiry for the purpose of 


, will demand a chance to oppose 
such an unusual move as Caldwell 
| requested the Commish to take, with 
| some possibility they will be backed 
| up by various affiliates. 
| The Caldwell proposition has seri- 
| ous implications for the entire in- 
| dustry. If the Commish is sympa- 


|enjoin the chains, that action will | 
be construed as a forerunner of spe- 
| cial permanent regulations covering | 
network operations. Sort of a trial 
| balloon. Despite agitation in Con- | 
| gress, the FCC never has attempted 
to exercise the power conferred by 
Section 303 of the 1934 statute which | 
gives ‘authority to make _ special | 
regulations applicable to radio sta- | 
tions engaged in chain broadcasts,’ 
so the present tiff is virtually a test 
case, 





mish, the regulators call on the law | 
department for a memorandum con- 
cerning their legal powers in such} 
a situation. Chief question to be! 
settled is whether the FCC can en-| 
tertain such a request, regardless of | 
the method of transmission, while | 
subordinate proposition is how the | 
plea should be presented, in the} 
event it is held such a matter may | 
be considered. 

So far, there has been only in-| 
cidental discussion of the merits of | 
Caldwell’s motion. No_ indication | 
whether the committee is disposed | 
to recommend action to preserve the | 
status quo or what the full Com-| 


obtaining information that could 
serve as basis for regulatory policies 
and legislative action. The hearing 
was not the proper place to offer 
such a motion, even though the com- 
mittee had been receiving a wide 
variety of suggestions and _ rec- 
ommendations as to future practices 
and principles. 


Caldwell maintains that the pro- 


ceeding is comparable to a court ac- | 
| tion in equity in that the Commish 


has the right to take steps which 
will preserve the status quo until it 
has reached a conclusion on the 
question of laying down _ specific 





; - - 2 latio f trol of chain op- 
mish might do if the hearing group inne =< lions ae 


: : ‘ <aat ts t erations. Dissenters argue _ that, 
ee gy Of WARS SMOUNS tO an even if the Commish has the right 


| to enjoin the webs, there should be 

Fight Will Follow |an opportunity to present argument. 

A legal fight over FCC authority Some barristers feel Caldwell should 
is in prospect if the regulators make| have presented his request in the 
any attempt to prevent the webs} shape of a formal petition addressed 
from renewing, extending, or re-|to the whole Commission, rather 
placing their present agreements| than use the committee as a funnel. 
with affiliates. Although no course In case the FCC lawyers report 
of action has been set, lawyers hint} they consider the motion admissi- 
they will not submit to a tempo-| ble, prospects are that NBC and 
rary regulation without offering re-| CBS will offer some kind of demur- 
sistance. Several courses open, but| rer as a basis for going to court. 
the novelty of Caldwell’s suggestion! The rival chains almost certainly 


M952 mail requests just or {OMT 


od printed giveaway (Where?§ * of couse! 
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Adoption of even a_ temporary 
rule to the effect that no existing con- 
tract may be altered while the mat- | 
| ter of permanent policy is being de- 
termined by the Commish would | 
provide a springboard for the chains | 
to learn how far the FCC can go | 
under this provision of the statute. | 
And the webs indicate they would | 
like to force a showdown they | 
j}can get an idea how far the courts | 
will let the Commish go. | 


Looking for Loop-Hole 
The Commish attitude indicates 


sO 


| the regulators feel they have a lion 
| by the tail. 


Request for legal memo 
on jurisdiction looks like a search 
for a loop-hole through which the 
FCC can wriggle out of an embar- 
rassing situation. Though the power 
has been available since 1927, Fed- 
eral radio cops never have been 
anxious to take advantage of the in- 
vitation to regulate chains, even un- 
der strong pressure from Congress. 
But one attempt to use this power 
could be recalled last week, the 1928 
rule prohibiting program duplication 
by clear-channel stations within 300 
miles of each other. That regulation 
was postponed from time to time un- 
til eventually it was repealed with- 
out ever having been applied. 

Echoes from the complaints of 
Mutual and the Independent Radio 
Network Affiliates about practices of 
NBC and CBS were heard in Con- 
gress last week. Testimony of John 
Shepard, III, Sam Rosenbaum, Fred 
Weber, Elliott Roosevelt, and others 
was grist for the mill run by Rep. 
Lawrence D. Connery of Massachu- 
setts, outstanding advocate of legis- 
lative trial for the FCC and the in- 
dustry, (See separate story.) 





Hoblitzelle Sheet Gives 
Dallas Closer Parity 


Dallas, May 2. 
Merger several months ago of old 
Dallas Journal, p.m. rag, owned by 
Dallas News, a.m., and Dallas Dis- 
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Big radio responses usually come on 
items of unusual intrinsic value. And 
intrinsic value is one thing of which 
the Corntussel News is practically de- 
void. 


It's a burlesqued country paper 
printed spasmodically in connection 
with “Corntussel News,” a burlesqued 

. news broadcast, sponsored by a large 
midwestern bakery. It is produced 
by WMT and fed to four other sta- 
tions. On the last offer WMT alone 
pulled 11,952 responses. 


That response confirms what many 
advertisers already know—that WMT 
does an effective selling job to 747,569 
radio homes in Iowa and western IIli- 
nois. Economically, too, with rates 
that figure as low as 3 cents per thou- 
sand families. 


Ask us how. Drop us a line, or call 
your nearest Katz office. 


Cedar Rapids-Waterloo * 600 Kilscycles 
WBC Blue-MBS + 5000 Watts LS. » 1000 Watts Might 
Represented by THE KATZ AGENCY 


69,000 Square Miles of the RICHEST PART of the MIDWEST 


* And, 


of course, 
you can buy WMT 
in combination with 
WNAX and KSO or 
KRNT at an excep- 
tionally low rate. 











patch, p.m. Scripps Leaguer, has 
resulted in better space break for 
most local radio stations. Slight 
loser was WFAA, Dallas News sta- 
tion, which formerly got exclusive 
puff stories in Journal. Gainers are 
WRR, municipal - owned; KRLD, 
Times-Herald station, and KGKO, 
Fort Worth, all of which have re- 
ceived much additional space. WFFA 
still rates fair play in new sheet. 

The new  Dispatch-Journal is 
owned largely by Karl Hoblitzelle, 
head of Interstate Circuit. 


WKBO to Mason-Dixon 


Harrisburg, Pa., May 2. 


Controlling stock in WKBO, oper- 
ating on 250 watts daily, 100 watts 
nightly, 1200 kilocycles, has been 
solc to the Mason-Dixon Group, op- 
erated by the Stineman Bros., Lan- 
caster, by the Telegraph Press, pend- 
ing FCC approval. With WORK, 
York, and WGAL, Lancaster, station 
is being offered in a package group. 
Managed by Clare McCullough, Lan- 
caster. 

Operates from 7 a. m. to 1 a. m, 
early morning hour being added to 
regular schedule yesterday (1). Uses 
Red and Blue NBC networks for 
about 75% of its time under the new 
management. NBC franchise had 
previously been used by Telegraph 
Press as protection for its ace, WHP, 
with Columbia service. 











Thayer Ridgway, commercial man- 
ager for Don Lee chain, back after 








| Pottsville, 
| worded brief by Eliot C, Lovett, 
| counsel for 
Co., accused the regulators of ‘con- | 


| tumacy,’ stubborness, and arrogance 
| thetic to his plea and attempts to | 


|drick remains as president. 








month’s biz safari through east. 





- OH, THAT FCC! 


Loveté Tells Court Commish Is 
Stalling on Purpose 








Washington, May 32. 

Stalling tactics of the FCC are vio- 
lating the public interest, District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals was told 
last week in reply to the Commis- 
sion’s plea for reconsideration of the 
opinion that new hearings would be 
improper in the fight for facilities at 
Pa. Another sharply- 


Pottsville Broadcasting 


which are depriving listeners in the 

Pennsylvania community of service 

to which they are entitled, 
Judiciary should afford some pro- 


| tection for applicants against inter- 


minable delay and costly litigation, 
Lovett said. Public needs safeguards 
against regulatory. bodies which con- 
sider themselves ‘so wise...sO sanc- 
tified...so overwhelmingly impor- 
tant and complex... and so neces- 
sary...’ that they can go along their 
own path without restraint. 

‘The challenge to a court’s juris- 
diction has never been more trucu- 
lently and dogmatically asserted—or 
on flimsier grounds than here,’ Lov 
ett declared. 


WOW, OMATIA, ADDS 
MANY, SOME VIA BLUE 


‘ Omaha, May 2. 
Acquisition of blue service to sup- 
plement the NBC red has, together 
with various transcriptions, padded 
WOW’s sumrner schedule notably. 
KOIL’s recent switch to CBS put 
WOW on both NBC loops. 
New on WOW are these programs: 
Monday 
Dr. I. Q. (Mars Candy Bars). 
Studebaker Champions. 
National Biscuit ‘Family Party.’ 
Tuesday 
Uncle Walter’s Dog House, Raleigh 





Cigs. 


The Inside Story, 
Ralston Purina. 
Melody and Madness, 
by Old Gold Cigs. 
Wednesday 
Hobby Lobby, sponsored by Fels 
Naphtha. 
Lights Out Drama (new series), 
Thursday 
Smoke Dreams (LaFendrich), 
Friday 
Plantation Party (Brown-William- 
son). 


sponsored by 


sponsored 


Saturday 
Arch Oboler’s dramas. 
ing.) 
Dick Tracy (Quaker Oats). 
Alka-Seltzer Barn Dance. 
Sunday 
Walter Winchell (Jergens). 
Irene Rich (Welch’s Grape Juice). 
Good Will Hour (Ironized Yeast). 
Woodbury Playhouse. 
Summertime daytime programs 
added include: 
‘The Life 
(Ipana). 
‘Young Doctor Malone’ (Huskies), 
Goodyear Farm News. 
‘Midstream’ (P&G Teel). 
‘Grouch Club’ (General Mills). 


(Sustain- 


of Mary Southern’ 





Edward Whitlock Succeeds 
Deceased Sowers at WRNL 


Richmond, Va., May 2. 

Edward Whitlock is new managing 
director of WRNL, News-Leader 
owned station. Succeeds late Earl 
Sowers, Whitlock has been serving 
in that capacity since about first of 
year when Sowers was granted an 
indefinite leave of absence in hope 
of improving his health. Whitlock 
is from wholesale and department- 
store fields. 

Bill Hamilton, production head, 
and Walter Selden, technical chief, 
continue in present spcts with no 
personnel changes planned. 





JAQUIER AT KITE 


Joins Kendrick, His Former Sidekick 
at WIRE, Indianapolis 








Kansas City, May 2. 

Change at station KITE brought in 
L. L. Jaquier as vice-president and 
general manager. He was formerly 
in charge of the First National Radio 
and Television School. D. E. Ken- 
Two 
were former associates at station 
WIRE, Indianapolis. New chief of 
the Television School is C. V. Peter- 
son, 

Change brought Rod Border from 
the announcing staff to post of pro- 
gram director, Border continues 
with his announcing duties. 
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COME TO” 
BALTIMORE 


FOR THE 


‘PREAKNESS’ 


America’s richest 
3-year-old Race 


PIMLICO 
Saturday, May 13 


WFBR and all Baltimore invite 
you to the greatest sporting event 
in Maryland—the historie 
PREAKNESS horse race— 
engaging the best 3-year olds in 
the U. S. with a purse of over 
$70,000. Run at Pimlico —the 
famous course of the Maryland 
Jockey Club. 


BUT IF YOU 
CAN‘T COME 


LISTEN! 


The PREAKNESS 
will be broadcast by 


WFBR 


on the entire NBC 

Red Network and 

Maryland Coverage 
Network 


SPONSORED BY 


AMOCO 


(American Oil Co.) 
5.15 Eastern Standard Time 


Another scoop for WF BR! Mary- 
land’s favorite station caters to 
Maryland’s favorite sport and 
brings Maryland’s greatest race to 
the entire nation! 


Marylanders are 
“crazy about horses . 
WEEBR is the official 
broadcasting station 
for Md. Jockey Club. 


WFBR broadcasts twice daily 
direct from the Pimlico race track 
“The Pimlico Press Box.” Just 
another case of earning public 
esteem! 


Local Flavor 
means Local Favor! 


IN 





NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 




















ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
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DRYS AFRAID OF DAILIE 


PICKING ON RADIO, 
DECLARES GURNEY 


Move to Discriminate 
Against Broadcasting Goes 
on as Drys Single Out the 
Short End of Booze Ad- 
vertising — Exempt News- 
papers and Magazines 








IGNORE PROTESTS 





Washington, May 2. 

Proposed statutory ban on radio 
advertising of all alcoholic bever- 
ages reached the Senate calendar 
last week despite protests about dis- 
crimination and evidence that liquor 
accounts are shunned by the bulk of 
the broadcasting industry. The Sen- 
ate Interstate Commerce Committee 
approved the bill sponsored by Sen- 
ator Edwin C. Johnson, Democrat, 
of Colorado, and backed by host of 
blue-nose groups. 

Strong argument against the re- 
strictive legislation was presented in 
a minority report by Senator Chand- 
ler Gurney, North Dakota Republi- 
can whose family used to own 
WNAX, Yankton. Suggesting the 
measure should be returned to com- 
mittee, he warned about a danger- 
ous precedent. Said the drys are at- 
tempting to make radio the goat in 
renewed campaign against all intoxi- 
cants, 


The objective behind the Johnson 
bill is so limited and the alleged 
abuses are so rare that such discrim- 
inatory legislation is entirely unwar- 
ranted, Gurney protested. Why ra- 
dio was singled out for punitive 
treatment, with magazines and news- 
papers exempted, is a mystery, he 
said, remarking that more than 95% 
of the outlay to ballyhoo liquor was 
spent on printed media last year. 

‘The facts are that slightly over 
$100,000 was spent for hard-liquor 
advertising by radio in 1938 and $1,- 
268,000 for radio advertising of beer,’ 
Gurney said. ‘Newspapers and mag- 
azines receive the preponderant 
amount of liquor and beer advertis- 
ing...If liquor advertising is per se 
a social evil, action on the 95% 
should logically precede an effort to 
eliminate the 5%.’ 

Self-Imposed Curbs 


Self-imposed curbs on radio bally- 
hoo for fire-water were cited by the 
dissenter, who noted that both beer 
and hard liquor has been legitima- 
tized in this country. Commented ‘if 
a parental government believes it 
can hide the fact that prohibition is 
over from American youngsters, 
blindfolds and shears must be ap- 
plied. Networks and majority of in- 
dependent stations do not accept 
hard-liquor business; trade associa- 
tions in the distilling and importing 
business discourage use of radio; and 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters is on record against selling 
time to drink peddlers and manu- 
facturers, he noted. 

‘There is no necessity for the leg- 
islation proposed, as any abuses 
complained of can be remedied by 
existing laws and regulations or by 
industry self-regulation,’ Gurney | 
stated, 

‘No practical problem is faced with | 
respect to distilled liquors and ra- | 
dio advertising, as most radio sta- 
tions do not accept such advertising, 
and disillers and importers as a mat- 
ter of self-regulation do not use ra- 
dio facilities. Hence, the only ef- 
fect of the proposed legislation 
would be to prohibit the advertis- 
ing by radio of malt beverages. The 
stigma of prohibiting the advertis- | 


ing by radio of beer—a legal aocenred In last week’s issue of VARIETY we inadvertently implied in our statement 


to the radio industry that Ross Federal Research Corporation had conducted 
a survey in the 13 cities mentioned. The 13th market, Cincinnati, was sur- 
veyed by The Alberta Burke Marketing and Research Company. 


~—would doubtless be a disservice to 
the cause of real temperance. If such 


would be the effect, injury would re- | 


sult to important groups of pasa 
and agriculture.’ 
With the FCC, Federal Alcohol | 
tion, and Federal Trade | 
Commission on guard, there is no, 
need for Congressional action, min- 


ority report went on. Unless there | 
are abuses and excesses, which the 
Tecord does not show. | 

Despite the industry arguments, 


een ee 
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Tie Johnson, author of the 
majority report, declared that a ban 
is urgently needed. While he con- 
ceded that distillers have refrained 
from radio advertising, he said im- 
porters, wholesalers, wine producers, 


and brewers ‘have not all seen the 
wisdom of maintaining the proper 
public policy of refraining from in- 
vading the sanctity of the home.’ 

In recent months there has been 
‘a marked increase’ in the amount of 
liquor advertising over the air, John- 
son contended. Situation ‘has dis- 
turbed many people because the 
radio enters practically every home, 
affecting little children and young 
people who are receiving the educa- 
tion which will guide them in future 
years. Adults as well are resentful 
at ‘this invasion of their homes’ and 
public opinion ‘widely supports this 
legislation,’ Johnson said 


Sparking Sparks 





Hollywood, May 2. 

Ned Sparks of Texaco pro- 
gram makes the rounds of a half 
dozen CBS shows this week. 
He’s on quest of sourpuss that'll 
top his. 

Not new, but figures his but- 
ting-in is good exploitation. 











E. J. Glade’s Chore 


Salt Lake City, May 2. 

Earle J. Glade, general manager 
of KSL, on a committee to study 
practices of U. S. stations on con- 
troversial subjects. 

Glade is sole western representa- 
tive named to the committee, which 
includes the prexies of CBS, NBC 
and Mutual, 








Tf Your Wife Caught You—’ One Of 
Many Games at KIDW, Lamar, Colo. 





Lamar, Colo., May 2. 

Prize crop of new stanzas has been 
put on by KIDW, Lamar, with the 
quiz theme in mind. Following are 
the latest additions to the schedule: 

Blarney: Object is to think of a 
quick alibi to a question such as ‘If 
your wife caught you, what would 
you say?’ 

Eleven Club: 11 word announce- 
ments are given. One word is miss- 
ing. Detect it. 

Spello: Idea is to convert words 
into numerical values, 

Backward Bee: Contestants spell 





words backwards. Scoring is on the 
basis of correct spelling and rapidity. 

Cooperative Birthday Party: Flock 
of sponsors are rounded up to back 
this one. Sponsors give kids sales 
slips entitling them to take part in 
the ether chin and funfest. 





Ken Dyke gave a pint of blood to 
sick wife of colleague Doug Mer- 
servy at NBC in New York. 





Frank Stanton, Market Research 
director of CBS, doing a week at 
Ohio State U. 
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in use in these same markets. 


ON AN IDENTICAL COST 
PER LISTENER BASIS 


in the 13 markets surveyed by Ross Federal Research Corporation and Alberta Burke 
Marketing and Research Company the rate on WLW would be $3,876 to provide the 
same cost per listener as the leading local stations in these markets. 


During the week of March 22 through March 28, 1939, Ross Federal Research Cor- 
poration made 118,920 calls, of which 78,793 calls were completed in the following 12 
cities: Charleston, West Virginia; Columbus, Ohio; Dayton, Ohio; Fort Wayne, Indiana; 
Indianapolis, Indiana; Lexington, Kentucky; Lima, Ohio; Louisville, Kentucky; Muncie, 
Indiana; Kokomo, Indiana; Newark, Ohio, and Springfield, Ohio. In the 13th Market, 


Cincinnati, out of 21,883 calls made by the Alberta Burke Marketing and Research, 
14,947 calls were completed. 


Results show that the average audience tuned to WLW from 8:30 A. M. to 10:30 
P. M. Monday through Friday is 111.8% greater than, or 2.1 times that of the ten 
dominant local stations serving these markets. The combined cost of these ten domi- 
nant local stations is $1,830 per hour. While that of WLW is $1,080. Therefore, the 
cost of the local stations is 69.4% greater than that of WLW. 


Since the dominant local stations collectively have an average of 22.8% of the 
audience listening to the radios in their respective markets and their combined costs 
amount to $1,830 per hour, then on an identical cost per listener basis, WLW’s rate 
should be $3,876 per hour, inasmuch as WLW’s average audience is 48.3% of the sets 
(And this disparity is based on the unfactual assump- 
tion that WLW’s coverage is limited to the city limits of these 13 cities!) 


IF YOU WOULD KNOW THE WHOLE STORY PLEASE WRITE 
TO WLW OR TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING AND TELE- 
VISION CORPORATION, NEW YORK, AND ASK FOR 


| More Facts and Figures on Why | should buy--- 


THE NATION’S STATION 














We believe the matter is clearly defined in this week’s statement. 
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Government Entry Into Radio 
Up Again; Champions Have 
Call Letters, PAZ (Peace) Picked 


Washington, May 2. ‘pegenry sea of a $3,000,000 Govern- 
Administration pressure for aj| ment DXer was reintroduced Thurs- 
i | day (27) by Senator Dennis Chavez, 
Government owned and operated | 


New Mexico Democrat. 
high frequency broadcast station to| Chavez and sponsors of 
add U. S. propaganda to Italian and measures in the House admittedly 
German blas sts already shattering | facing well-organized opposition 
South American ether is anticipated from the commercials in their fight 
before the end of the present Con-/ +, erect a Government transmitter. 
gressional session. Playing on popular opinion this year 
Despite reams of testimony show- | by specifying that the proposed sta- 
ing major chains, General Electric, | tion be given the call letters PAZ— 
World Wide and other big broad-| to spell out the Spanish and Portu- 
casters are concentrating on giv ing | guese word for PEACE. Measure 
the South Americas the tastiest| also has been amended to change 

















radio fare available, plans to put the | location of the DXer from San 
U. S. into the broadcasting have not | Diego, Calif. to Washington, D. C., 
been discarded. Bill authorizing | presumably to give Government 
— | spouters a convenient sounding 
punta board from which to air the ‘cul- 
tural’ broadcasts which the New 
Favorites | Mexico senator believes vital to re- 
P lations between the North and South 
with Americas. 

/ COLLEGE Senate hearings last year brought 
\ /out the seriousness with which 
CROWDS NBC, CBS, G. E., et al., have tackled 

, “i or 
EVERYWHERE the problem of piping programs to 


Latin America. Additional testimony 
given during the past winter before 
the FCC monopoly committee fur- 
ther demonstrated that the industry 
has been on its toes in cultivating 
friendship of S. A. knob-twiddlers. 


PAUL 
WHITEMAN 


One Fine Principal arguments against put- 
ALL-AMERICAN BAND | ting Uncle Mam into the short wave 
Playing biz are as follows: 


(1) Passage of the legislation 
would provide the entering wedge 
for Government control of broad- 
casting. 
(2) Commercially operated DXers 
® Cornell University are performing a meritorious serv- 
ithaca, N. Y., May 26th ice with highly-trained staffs, where- 
eae kD as Government broadcast enthu- 
CHESTERFIELD SHOW siasts have had little practical ex- 
CBS Coast-to-Coast perience and lean too far toward 
Wednesdays, 8:30 E.S.T. educational-type programs. 
(3) South American listening au- 
diences have expressed a preferance 
for commercial American programs 
because of the excellence of musical 
and other entertainment, and doubt 
exists as to whether knob-twisters 
would react favorably to doses of 
‘culture’ which advocates of the 


ro cover GREAT BRITAIN setae’ 5g Amy coors 
vou MUST uss e e noug one 


General feeling in the industry is 
R A D | Tl to let well enough alone. Efforts 
of Nazi-Fascist propagandists to 
N 0 R M A N D Y show the South Americans how they 
should run their affairs have not 
Full Particulars of - Sine é been popular and no reason to be- 
Talent from WN Ht lieve that U. S. advice would be 
INTERNATIONAL received in a more kindly fashion. 
CONPANY LTA Studies of the Latin American 
temperament have revealed that the 

SZ PORTLAND PLACE, 

LONDON, WEL 


southern neighbors—like their North 


American cousins—prefer to be en- 
And His 


tertained and do not appreciate 
ORCHESTRA 


overdoses of cultural, educational 
propaganda—and existing transmit- 
Hotel St. Regis 
Viennese Roof 


ters already have provided news 
flashes, political comment and other 

2nd Consecutive Year 
NBC—THRICE WEEKLY 


non-entertainment information of 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


® University of Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., May 6th 

* Brown University 
Providence, R. 1., May 12th 











Booked EXCLUSIVELY by 


Artists Management, Inc. 
17 East 45th St. New York 
MUrray Hill 2-1888 
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the type that the average listener 
is ready to listen to. 





Sam Haggerty, engineer, with 
CJRM, Regina, Sask., joins Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. staff at Watrous 
on May 1. Len Cozine replaces him 
and Harry Dane takes over control 
room. 








Jack Scott, former Vancouver 
News-Herald radio columnist, to 
_C.B.C. network as regional publicity 
director, 























DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE'S 





STARRING 
BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 
Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s chiidren. 
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WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 
WOR—4:30-4:45 P.M. E.S.T. 
Monday Through Friday 
Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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LEE BRISTOL’S ADVICE 


Tells Canadian Publishers Net to 
Werry About Radie 








Montreal, May 2. 

Lee H. Bristol, vice-president of 
Bristol-Myers, New York, told the 
Advertising Club of Montreal last 
week that radio is no new threat to 
newspaper advertising and that radio 
can never obtain a ‘monopoly of ad- 
vertising. Bristol counseled against 
alarm at the increasing popularity of 
radio, stating that there is plenty of 
|room for newspapers as well as| 
| radio as media. 

Among the don’ts advocated for 








1939 Bristol advised against slick 
advertising campaigns on the ground | 
that plain, substantial copy brings 
lasting results. 

Bristol was moderately optimistic 
about business possibilities in the | 
U. S. A. for the coming year, despite 
international tension. 


Cut Vaude, Jazz 


From Sunday 
Shows—Clerics 


Toronto, May 2. 

Drastic recommendations, includ- 
ing the elimination of advertising, 
the banning of sports events, and the 
restriction of humor on Sunday 
programs of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp., were embodied in a 
unanimously-adopted resolution of 
the 65th conclave of the Presby- 
terian Synod at which church lead- 
ers pleaded for the support of CBC 
and the Lord’s Day Alliance of Can- 
ada in ‘maintaining the sanctity of 
the Sabbath.’ 

Resolution forwarded to Leonard 
W. Brockington, chairman of the 
Board of Governors of CBC, rec- 
ommends that ‘all Sunday broad- 
casts of professional and commer- 
cial sport be eliminated; that Sun- 
day advertising and sales talks be 
restricted; that an improvement in 
the character of the Sunday program 
be made by leaving out jazz and 











| The 





vaudeville and in their place giving 
greater emphasis to those programs 
of a religious and educational char- 
acter,’ 


BBC HOLDS A 
WAR DRILL 


London, April 21. 

Broadcasting House had its first 
full-dress air raid drill last week 
when everybody on BBC personnel 
from director-general F. W. Ogilvie 
down took their stations and went 
through emergency routines. Sys- 
tem has been worked out to the last 











detail, with sirens in all departments 
and every individual under orders 
to carry out fixed duties, 

Staff members have been formed 
into fire squads, decontamination 
parties, first aid units and the like, 
while those not assigned to group 
duties are detailed to make for the 
underground concert hall and re- 
main there till the all clear. Drill 
lasted 15 minutes. 

Highlight of the exercise was that 
continuity of broadcasting was al- 
lowed for, and maneuver was car- 
ried through without interruption of 
programs. . 


FRENCH ‘LOVE TRAVELS’ 
FOR QUEBEC AUDIENCE 


Montreal, May 2. 

Paul L’Anglais is producing 
| French-language show for British- 
American Oil entitied ‘L’Amour 
| Voyage’ (‘Love Travels’) over CKAC 
once weekly. 
| Ovila Legare, who is authoring 
the series of dramatic sketches, was 
| selected as the winner of a contest 
| in which eight French authors wrote 
' sample scripts. 


NEW CFCF PROGRAMS 
Montreal, May 2. 
‘Treasure Trail,’ new stunt pro- 
'gram sponsored by Wrigley’s, start- 
ing on station CFCF. 
| New commercials on CFCF include 
'*Ports of Call,’ sponsored by Hart- 
|ney’s; ‘Question Program,’ for 

















| Mount Royal Dailies; and ‘Classical 
Melodies’ for Onyx Oil & Chemicals. 








Women’s Nat'l Radio Comm. Awards 


Encourage Government Radio Moves 


: London Calling f 


J. Walter Thompson has devised 
and produced a new Kraft show to 
go on the air May 7. It combines 
music, comedy and guest artists, and 
interviews with celebs. Guest art- 
ists for the first broadcast are Mills 
Brothers, Arthur Tracy and Hutch. 
regular cast includes John 
Mills, as compere, Heralds of Swing 
Orchestra, Phyllis Robins, Gordon 
Little and a mixed choir, 








Proprietary Agencies, Ltd., on be- 
half of California Syrup of Figs and 
Milk of Magnesia, renewed Radio 
Normandy bookings which totals five 
hours weekly. Renewal contract 
made by C. Mitchell & Co. with IBC. 





R. J. F. Howgill, BBC director of 
program administration, transferred 
to newly created post of assistant 
controller (administration). 





Alan Thomas appointed editor of 
‘The Listener,’ official BBC publica- 
tion, in place of R. S. Lambert, re- 
tired. 





Gordon and Revell drew an un- 
lucky crack from wagglestick expert 
Louis Levy on latter’s ‘Music From 
the Movies’ program, when he re- 
ferred to them as ‘unknown to Eng- 
lish listeners.’ 





Erwin Wasey just fixed George 
Formby on another year’s broad- 
cast on Radios Normandy and Lux- 
embourg for Feen-a-Mint. Also a 
similar period on both stations for 
Jack Jackson for Oxydol. 





Arthur Askey signed year’s con- 
tract with Symington’s soups for 
once weekly on Radio Luxemourg. 
Will be assisted by ‘Stinker’ Mur- 
doch. Starts July, with Mather & 
Crowther agenting. 





Jam session relayed specially to 
BBC from New York some weeks 
back, being repeated May 6, by 
means of recordings made at the 





original performance and_ since 
shipped to London. 
Nesties Milk products have re- 


newed Normandy contract for 52 
weeks, and taken a further quarter- 
hour on Tuesdays for a similar pe- 
riod. Erwoods, Ltd., made the book- 
ing. 





Cranbux, Ltd., extended Radio 
Normandy quarter hours for Odol 
Toothpaste, 





King George will broadcast only 
one message for relaying outside the 
Dominion during his tour of Canada 
next month, This will be on Empire 
Day (May 24), and will climax a 
‘Round the Empire’ program being 
devised by C.B.C. The King will 
speak from Winnipeg. 

BBC will give ample coverage to 
the royal jaunt, beginning with de- 
scriptive account of their departure 
from Portsmouth, May 6, which will 
be hooked up throughout the Empire. 
C.B.C. will subsequently relay to 
U.K. listeners a description of the 
arrival in Quebec, and later the de- 
parture from Halifax for New- 
foundland. 

Throughout the entire trip, Richard 
Dimbleby of BBC news department, 
will act as observer and will broad- 
cast three eye-witness accounts 
weekly for U.K. listeners and also 
fix news talk by Canadian speakers, 





Tom Woodrooffe gets a new ticket 
with BBC as commentator, but is 
allowed more time for outside ac- 
tivity than heretofore. 





Entire third act of Bernard Shaw’s 
‘Geneva’ televized from St. James’s 
theatre, with synopsis of acts 1 and 
2, written by G.B.S. himself, preced- 
ing the presentation. 





Dr. Julian Huxley, secretary of the 
Zoological Society, is co-operating 
with Normandy on a sustainer pro- 
gram titled ‘Listen to the Zoo.’ They 
will consist of a series of talks be- 
tween Dr. Huxley and Wilfred 
Thomas, producer of the program, 


discussing the various aspects of zoo 
life. 





Ten of Carroll Levis’s most suc- 
cessful ‘discoveries’ will do a radio 
comeback May 9 on a program titled 


‘Carroll Levis and his Ladder of 
Fame.’ 


,. 





Washington, May 2. 

Kudos for three programs are be. 
ing cited as justification for govern. 
ment broadcasting by the Interior 
Department. Commendation from 
the Women’s National Radio Com. 
mittee comes at a strategic time 
when critics of airwaved Federal] 
propaganda are preparing to knife 
the budget. 

In anticipation of sharper cr iticism, 
Dr. John W. Studebaker, Federal 
Education Commissioner, called at. 
tention to the plaudits for ‘American 
All—Immigrants All,’ ‘The World Is 
Yours,’ and ‘What Price America’ 
Officials of the Information Divi- 
sion’s radio section also displayed 
puffed chests. Press handout Sature 
day (29) played up the ‘most orig- 
inal radio program of the year’ honor 
for ‘Americans All,’ which is aired 
over CBS Sunday afternoons. 











It Speaks 
Their 
Language 


CKAC 


MONTREAL 


@ 15,000 people write 
letters to CKAC— 
every weekl 


@ 7,500 Montrealers at- 
tend CKAC studio 
shows in three radio 
theatres — every 
week! 


® CKAC feeds nearly 
20 hours of French 
shows to the Quebec 
network—every 
week, 


® The reason: 


1. Three-fourths of 
Montreal's popula- 
tion speak French. 
2,.CKAC speaks 
French. 


Canada's 
Busiest 
Siation 














DINTY DOYLE 


New York Journal-American, 
says: 

“The first really new idea in the 
quiz department is the offering 
of Allen Prescoit called ‘Don't 
Forget,’ and it ig probably the 
best of the lot...Itisa half- 
hour which will catch on .e-- 


“DON'T FORGET” 
ALLEN PRESCOTT 


Fridays, 8:30-9 P.M., WJZ 
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AUT FIVE LANDS. 
HAVE NOT SIGNED 


BBC Will Have Better 
Chance to Fire Propa- 
ganda at Germany—Many 


of Present Dials, However, 
Will Become Obsolete 








JAM PUSH-BUTTONS 


—-— 


London, April 24. 

Sweeping changes which will af 
fect nearly 300 radio stations and not 
Jess than half of the estimated 40,- 
000,000 home sets in use throughout 


Europe have been decided on at the 
European wavelength conference 
just concluded at Montreux, Switzer- 
land. Decisions will take effect the 
night of March 3-4 next, and will in- 
volve broadcasting concerns in many 


million of smackers, with BBC 
among heaviest to be hit in the 
bankroll. 

All countries in Europe were 


represented on the plan, but five— 
Russia, Turkey, Greece, Iceland and 
Luxembourg—did not sign, so it is 
problematical whether they will all 
accept alterations in frequency and 
wavelength of their stations. Hold- 
ing off of these states involves 37 
transmitters, 25 of them in Russia. 
Altdégether in the scheme are 373 
stations throughout the continent, 
though among them 103 are set-ups 
applied for and allowed by various 
states which are not yet in opera- 


tion. Every one of the existing sta- 
tions is scheduled to modify its 
wavelengths, 

Purpose of conference was to 


meet growing complaints from coun- 
tries that claimed they were not get- 
ting a square deal on the air, par- 
ticularly from smaller states whose 
radios systems only came into serv- 
ice after their bigger neighbor had 
collared the best parts of the wave- 
band. In parts of Europe overlap- 
ping of stations and general inter- 
ference was troublesome to many, 
and new set-up is intended to iron 
out the situation and allow better 
all-round transmission and reception. 

One benefit is granted to the 
larger webs; raising the power limit 
for longwave and mediumwave out- 
put, so that where former had up- 
per limit of 150 kilowatts and lat- 
ter of 100, these have been upped 
to 200 (500 in the daytime) and 120 
kw. respectively. Effect will be 
slightly to increase field strength 
and give better reception to listeners 
on the fringe of each station’s serv- 
ice area. Long wave stations are 
estimated to get 16% extra coverage 
this way. 

A practical boon of this for BBC 
particularly is that it will improve 
foreign language transmissions to 
Germany, and natives on the eastern 
side of the Reich will get better re- 
ception. U.K. general programs are 
also widely listened to on the conti- 
nent, so that general propaganda 
value of British radio will be stimu- 
lated. Both longwave and main 
mediumwave transmitters in U.K. 


will up their output strength, Droit- 
(1511 kilocycles) to 200 kw. 


wich 
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and Brookmans Park (London re- 
gion, 916 kc.) to 120 kw. Increas- 
ing latter’s strength will improve 
listening on parts of the south coast. 

General basis of Montreux plan is 
to establish stations at intervals of 
9 ke. frequency, though many of the 
weaker stations are let in closer to 
others, especially in the cases of 
minor transmitters which are geo- 
graphically remote from others op- 
erating approximately the same 
wavelength. Thus many of BBC’s 
stations share their frequency with 
Russians, but in one case, the North- 
ern Ireland transmitter at Lisnagar- 
S scteteetiememieenenetianemninieminn 





vey, there is a clash with Toulouse 
(France), which may or may not 
cause interference for either. Where 
other more powerful stations are on 
neighboring wavebands it is mostly 
designed that they are on opposite 
sides of Europe; thus BBC midland 
station at Brookmans Park is close 
on the band to Bratislava in former 
Czechoslovakia. 

Plan gives BBC 13 wavelengths, 
including a place on the frequency 
band for a projected station at Nor- 
wich, which will serve the eastern 
counties. Transmitters to be opened 
next June at Start Point and Cleve- 





don, serving the west of England, 
will now operate on different wave- 
lengths from those originally allo- 
cated by Corp. Agreed variation 
will necessitate installation of com- 
pletely new transmitters at stations 
changing their output strength, 


| which means BBC has immediately 


to fix contracts for two more addi- 
tionally to three already being laid 
down, which will involve the U.K. 
web alone in several million dol- 
lars. 

Serious for home listeners in that 
the scheme throws into the ashcan 
all those radios which are equipped 





with dial controls indicatmg all sta- 
tions by name or by pushbutton tun- 
ing. Radio Manufacturers Ass’n has, 
however, been constantly advised of 
the situation by BBC in England, 
and it is likely new dials will be 
made available for old sets. Correc- 
tion of pushbutton sets can be done 
by mechanical adjustment, though 
whether the retailer or manufacturer 
will bear the cost as a servicing 
charge is not yet determinable. Es- 
timates assume around half the total 
sets operating in Europe will need 
adjustment for either of these rea- 
sons. 





— 





ABSOLUTELY CORRECT, MR. JONES! 


THE BLUE NETWORK 


OMCEE: 


Contestant Number One is Mr. Jones... Now, Mr. 


Jones, can you give us the by-word in radio today? 


MR. JONES; 
Blue.” 


I believe it is “buy-word” and it is “Better Buy 


You are correct, absolutely correct, Mr. Jones. Now, 


ean you tell us why “Better Buy Blue” is the buy- 


word? 


MR. JONES: 


Because many Blue Ribbon advertisers have found 


the Blue Network to be the low-cost high-return 


radio buy today. 


EMCEE: 


Correct again, Mr. Jones. And now, let’s see, can you 


list the Blue Ribbon accounts which have signed 
new or renewal contracts on the Blue in the past 


few months? 


MR. JONES: 


I think so. They are Acme Paints, Alka-Seltzer, 


Anacin-Bisodol, Ballard & Ballard Biscuits, Brown 
& Williamson, Canada Dry, Fels-Naptha, Fendrich 
Cigars, G. Washington Coffee, Goodyear Tires, 
Gulden Mustard, Jergens-Woodbury, Lewis-Howe 
Company, P. Lorillard Company, Macfadden Pub- 
lications, Mars Candy, Procter & Gamble, Ralston, 


BLUE IS THE BUY-WORD 


IN 1939 


phi 
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Standard Brands, Sun Oil, Swift & Company, Time 
Magazine, Vanette Hosiery, Ward Baking Come 
pany, R. L. Watkins, Welch Grape Juice, West~ 
inghouse, J. B. Williams Company. 


EMCEE: 


Correct, absolutely correct. 100% for Mr. Jones. 


$e much for that. But...get the whole story 
on the Blue. Call your nearest NBC office for de- 
fails, particularly on the new discount plan which 
helps you to “go National” on a modest budget. 


NETWORK 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING 


COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 











Inside Stuff—Music 


There are four separate copyrights on file with the U.S. Copyright 
Bureau on the tune, ‘Hold Tight.’ First was registered last Sept. 9 by 
Leonard Ware, Ed Robinson and Willie Spotswood, three Harlem colored 
boys. Second was filed Sept. 29 in the names of Luis Russell, musician 
with Louis Armstrong, Robinson and Spotswood. Dated Oct. 14, a third 
is in the name of Jerry Brandow and Leonard Kent, Philadelphia duo. 








Last filed about Nov. 8 is in the name of Mills Music, which publishes. 

Along comes Taps Miller, a dancer, who claims priority. There is no 
copyright on file in his name. Mills’ copyright is the only one of the 
above four filed with the score in publishable form. Other three are in| 
manuscript. 

Tune has been plagued aplenty, argument between the three colored 
writers and the two Philadelphia boys winding up in all five sharing in 
the royalties. Also by objections to the lyrics which finally culminated 
in its being banned from National Broadcasting nets. 





Board of directors of the American Society of Composers, Authors and | 
Publishers, which meets tomorrow (Thursday), has two replacements to 
consider. The directorial posts were made vacant by the death of Joe 
Young, writer, and the resignation of Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris as general 
manager of the Warner Bros. publishing group. Young was also secretary 
of the Society. 

Since he plans to return to the publishing business, Morris could, if he 
wanted, refuse to hand in his resignation as a member of the ASCAP 
board. Jack Bregman did this last year when he left the Metro-Robbins 
group to organize his own firm. In the event Morris held on to his direc- 
torship the board would be in a dilemma when it comes to taking care of 
Herman Starr, Morris’ successor as operater of the WB combine. 

Because of Gene Buck's illness the regular monthly meeting of the board 
last Thursday (27) was put off for a week. 





Family of Joe Young, lyric writer, who died April 21, has yet to uncover a 
will. The belief is that he did not leave one since he had a strong aversion 
to lawyers. At ASCAP conferences it was common for him to remark, 
‘Get the lawyers out of here and we'll be able to get somewhere.’ 

Impression among his relatives is that Young left a considerable fortune. 
In addition to his widow he is survived by his father, four brothers and 


three sisters. 
DANA MERRIMAN BKPT. 


b 
LAVIN SETS D ARTEGA | Dana S. Merriman, musician, em- 
AT FAIR’S SUN VALLEY | tos tne nica a voluntary petition 


of bankruptcy in N. Y. listing assets 


, P : of $5 and liabilities of $4,446. 
D’Artega was booked last week Among creditors are Musical 


for the Sun Valley concession at the | America, $45 for advertising, Sig- 
New York World’s Fair through his| mund Spaeth, $40 on a loan, and 
manager, Jack Lavin. Joseph Littau, $240 on a loan. 

Spot was slated to open Sunday, 
but this had to be postponed because 
th: snow and artificial ice were not 
available, 











Aaron Gonzales closed an eight- 
month run at the Club Zarape, Los 
Angeles. 





















New 
Miccer Music. Inc. 


now located at 
AY @ NEW YORK 
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BEATING FATAL 


Drummer, 54, Dead From After- 
Effects—Arrest Three Men 








Indianapolis, May 2. 


Hertz M. Ludington, 54, drummer, 
died here Friday (28) as result of 
injuries sustained Feb. 7 when 
three men attacked him in a tavern 
where he was playing with a small 
orchestra. Police found his drum 


Network Plugs, 8 AM. tol AM, 
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Following {s a totalization of the 





equipment destroyed in the tavern 
and arrested the three men and the 
proprietor. Ludington was found 


| lying on the sidewalk suffering from 
his head and face, a} 


injuries to 
laceration on one eye and a crushed 
nose, 

He was released from the hospital 
after a week’s confinement, but a 
blood clot on the brain developed 
which caused his death. He had been 
a drummer with a number of dance 
orchestras here, and had played at 
several local theatres. 


MCAS BUILDUP 
SPOT, MURRAYS 








Red Norvo orchestra goes into 
Murray’s, Tuckahoe, N. Y., May 11 
which starts off a Music Corp. of 
America booking exclusive in the 
spot. MCA’s idea is to shove bands 
in there that require air buildup, 
including semi-names already in ex- 
istence and new crews yet to be 
built. Angle is the air time. Mur- 
ray’s is outside the jurisdiction of 
New York Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians which levies 
a tax of $3 per man for every remote 
pickup made in N, Y. 

Setup is similar to Rockwell Gen- 
eral Amusement’s exclusive on the 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
which RGA uses for strengthening 
its outfits. Latter spot gets any- 
where from 10 to 13 wires per week. 
Murray’s will probably draw as 
many. Another angle is the name 
bands will provide opposition to 
Glen Island Casino, a short distance 
away, which has been grabbing off 
the younger trade. Glenn Miller 
reopens the Casino May 17. 


DALRYMPLE BRINGING 
IN ARGENTINE GROUP 


Buenos Aires, April 20. 


While handling Jose Iturbi’s tour 
in South America, G. H. Dalrymple 
dug up the Argentine Pampas Or- 
chestra which comes to the U. S. and 
Canada on its maiden tour shortly. 

Rhythmic combo will feature 
Latin-American music exclusively. 











LUNCEFORD TO EUROPE 


Switzerland, France, Holland, 
Sweden Included in Tour 














Blue Evening 


By Gordon Jenkins and Joe Bishop 


If You Ever Change Your Mind 


By Bud Green, Maurice Sigler and Grady Watts 


it’s Easy To Blame The Weather 


By Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin 


| Cried For You 


By Abe Lyman, Arthur Freed and Gus Arnheim 


Mitcer Music, [nc. 
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Jimmy Lunceford orchestra shoves 
off late in August for a two and a 
half month tour of Europe. Swing 
starts at Zurich, Switzerland where 
the band opens the Swiss Exposition 
Sept. 1. It’s a week’s stand. Follow- 
ing dates are Brussels, Sept. 9; 11-12, 
Paris; 13, Prague; 14, Amsterdam; 
16, Copenhagen; then a four-week 
swing through Scandinavia. 

On a date yet to be set the outfit 
opens a month stay at a hotel in 
Zurich, Switzerland, coincident with 
the opening of the winter season. 
There are other dates yet to be filled 
in, the band getting back to New 
York Dec. 10. No London dates are 
scheduled. Lunceford does a week 
at the Apollo, N. Y., opening May 19. 





PAT TRAPANI HAS OWN 
Chicago, May 2. 
Pat Trapani, formerly with the 
Anson Weeks orchestra, has organ- 
ized his own aggregation. 
Now heading for some dance dates 
in the east. 











combined plugs of current tunes on 


NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (April 24-30). 


Total represents accum ulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * de- 
notes film song, t legit, all others are pop. 
GRAN 
TITLE. PUBLISHER. TOT rd 
And the Angels Sing.............ccceseesees eds PUL diea Oe vce ssc 44 
| I'm Building a Sailboat of Dreams.............. TE wate scaresce . 37 
PO Ce eset kd se bea heck ees kth ah ee kbc ea er ROMUEPOIE cessccscccce Oe 
Ree Gr ME BN, bond i cc cdcabdocdecaccage ie a. a5 
| UORVOR COR WER, cccccccccccccccseccesecevesic DOTMICR ccccccs ts 34 
i ON NE shdlaatoaaks TE eden otc. 33 
Se SOON Be ins nds dv harcces ve cced tee Witmark ............ 32 
| We’ve Come a Long Way Together.............. eege eS 99 
| Moon Is a Silver Dollar.........cccecesecceceus Robbins ......... , 27 
ie ee sk hice cai SE aaiscess 24 
At a Little Hot Dog Stand.................e0e0e SE Peadeh cies. 23 
ee Le ee Miller ........ 22 
RE EE SPW OD es 4 vos cnc cnt eceaes een eseaee Co eee 22 
New Moon and an Old Serenade................ rere 20 
Sing Song of Sunbeams...*East Side of Heaven.Santly .............. 20 
Tae is it... trees in. Our BvES. |. .cccicccccecs RII «fe cctcccccccs 19 
I Get Along Without You Very Well............ EE ae h seis we e'ses 13 
I Never Knew Heaven Could Speak...*Rose of 
ee. PIRNII ook bs kc Gas 0Sicas cdecuecdan See 18 
B WGI BOP UNTO OE LAIVG,. 6 od acdc ccceciescsccnen a ere 18 
Lady’s in Love with You...*Some Like It Hot..Paramount ,......... 17 
Ws on ME PA 6 5 wow oo 0's 0d ee e0e een eee ee. Ee 17 
PUREED BRUNE DUE cv cdeessivecseeveces hive dass od SEY Oa4900544.06060 16 
| Romance Runs in the Family...............00e. PE Sanne os.3 30-3068 16 
| Step Up and Shake My Hand.................0.. Paramount ......... 16 
| Three Little Fishies................ ; ee, Serer ee 16 
Se SR Ge oer rsd cast ae abi nein ccsuwaeiee See 15 
CrOteh CIOS BOM BHU ve. «oak csv os cicvcdecncs a eee 15 
That Sentimental Sandwich...*Man About Town.Famous ............8 15 
Rr er aa EE 36 05:8 6k 0 4:4'4.4.0-00 14 
CU SU Tae MORON. 6c o5 Kees cd nedd sidecases deacee Beta Gbebeseess case 14 
East Side of Heaven.,,*East Side of Heaven....Santly ...........05. 14 
BE GE SC Ree ree OS err 14 
3 Bee OR EE Rep eerreer me erse PMCMIOUIG | 6 ci 600s ose 14 
That Sly Old Gentleman.,..*East Side of Heaven.Santly ............6: l 
It’s All Yours...tStars in Your Eyes.......ceee. PEL B6aseeseneoe 13 
Sarre rere errr rr re eer ec rriee rere DE: @isebatsciercss. 24 
eo Re CS errr eran erty ree Ae Tire eee e 12 
eR gk oP) Pr OTerrererrerr rete r ee BPREIUE Stee Weddevcese 12 
A ow | ea eee errr rer rn SEUIED Ped eiv cers ces 12 
Strange Enchantment...*Man About Town...... POROUS cossvdvonises 12 
What Goes Up Must Come Down...fCotton Club..Mills ..........00c 008 12 
Whistling in the Wildwood. ....ccccccccccccccsss So ee agrecce Af 
POWER EMME £44355 60-5 5-6 6.6 peed des cane CC eke bon re Terr ee oe it 
Happy About Whole Thing.,.*Naughty But Nice..Remick ............. lL 
EE conc Gwk ae 60d 5 003460 5%5 kes Oe 66 eee OeeRS DA err w 238 
You Grow Sweeter as the Years Go By......... MEANT 606 o0s400s-06 11 
Sey ee DAU TIGOO i5 sos co vio 2 4 046 60e ba eEEe . 0.00 6600066005 . 10 
Hooray for Spinach...*Naughty But Nice....... OUI 0:64464606s008 10 
How Strange... °1diot’s Delgnt.....cccccccscccces  erreerr rr rrr » 16 
SS SUR ER EPO na scakcbncdecchaseeanesees PE ~ 0.0 00 0:045.04000 10 





Lennie Hayton Forming 
New Dance Orchestra 





and later house conductor at NBC, 


Lennie Hayton will start formation 
of a new dance outfit shortly, under 
the personal management of Arthur 
Michaud, manager of Gene Krupa. 
Hayton has conducted for Lucky 
Strike and Cremo programs, among 
others, and once played piano for 
Paul Whiteman. 

New outfit is not signed to any 
agency as yet, although Rockwell 
General Amusement has an option. 





Sammy Kaye Essex House 
Date Rounds Out 802 Run 


Sammy Kaye orchestra goes into 
the Essex House, N.Y., Casino-on- 
the-Park about May 12 for an eight- 
week stay. Band closed last Sat- 
urday (29) at the Commodore hotel, 
N.Y., where it had been for seven 
months. It returns there Oct. 1 for 
the winter. 


Two-month date at the Essex 
House will enable the band to secure 
Local 802 cards, Just completes the 
nine months necessary to make them 
eligible, 





ARTIE SHAW IMPROVING 


Should Be Back In Harness In Three 
Weeks 








Artie Shaw, who is recovering 
from a streptococci infection, will be 
back in front of his band at the 
Palomar, Los Angeles, and on the 
Old Gold program (CBS) in about 
three weeks. 


Band is receiving full salary on 
both engagements. Customary prac- 
tice among employers when a per- 
sonality leader is absent for some 
time is to ask for a reduction. No 
such request has been made in 
Shaw’s case, 





Formerly leader of a dance band | 


Music Notes 





Al Siegel and Irving Kahal sold 
their song, ‘Pappy’s Little Brown 
Jug,’ to Witmark for publication, 


Kenny Baker recorded four songs 
for Victor, including two from ‘The 
Mikado.’ 





Steve Pasternacki assigned as mu- 
sical advisor on ‘Double Dyed De- 
ceiver’ at Paramount. 





Sigmund Krumgold doing the mu- 
sical score on Paramount’s ‘What a 
Life.’ 





Linda Ware recorded her first song, 
‘Pala Valse,’ for Paramount’s ‘Star 
Maker,’ with Al Newman scoring. 














Songs from Georgeoff 


New Most Beautiful Fox-Trot by 
George Hamilton 


“THERE'S NEVER BEEN 
A LOVE LIKE OURS” 
Wonder Waltz 
“SINCE I FELL IN LOVE 
WITH YOU” 


By Mary Ray, Maurice Spitainy 
Harold Delion 


Waltz that Will Linger Forever 


“PERHAPS” 


By Ana Diltiag, Marshall Rooke, 
Cliff Barnes 


Fox-Trot That You Will Like 


“AFTER THE DANCE” 
By George Scolaro, Marshall Reoke, 
Paul Suran 
EVAN GEORGEOFF 
MUSIC PUBLISHING CO. 
229 The Arcade Cleveland, Ohio 
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JIMMY McHUGH’S 
Song Suggestions 
“I Can't Give You 
Anything But Love” 


MILLS MUSIC 
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| ‘Padula Sues ASCAP, May Sue AFM. 


Already Has Action Against MCA—Operating With 
Non-Union Orchestra in Philadelphia Cafe 





Philadelphia, May 2. 


Damage suit for $50,000 against 
ASCAP was filed by Arthur H. Pa- 
dula in U. S. District court here last 
Friday (28). Padula is president of 
the Arcadia-International, bankrupt 
nitery, and operator of the Anchor- 
age, currently open. He claims 
monopolistic practices by ASCAP in 
refusing to grant him a license for 
the Anchorage. 

ASCAP is demanding $380 due in 
back fees by the Arcadia before it 
will give Padula permission to use 
its music in the Anchorage. Padula 
claims he was only an officer of the 
defunct Arcadia corporation and not 
personally liable. He maintains that 
his activity in the Arcadia has noth- 
ing to do with the Anchorage, which 
is likewise incorporated but in which 
he owns all the stock. Anchorage 
itself is up to date on the last bill 
rendered by ASCAP, Padula claims 
in his brief. 


Nitery op admits infringements on 
ASCAP since the performing rights 
society’s recent refusal to grant him 
a license. He declares he has no ob- 
jection to the price he had been pay- 
ing ASCAP and is perfectly willing 
to make payments if the permit is 
issued. Suit was brought on by a 
citation from ASCAP for an in- 
fringement on Feb. 28. Padula main- 
tains that at that time he was op- 
erating under an oral agreement 
with the Society, which had been 
withdrawn without notification to 
him. 

Says Will Sue Union 

Another action of a similar nature 
is now being prepared against the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
Padula told Variety yesterday. He 
said the union is injuring his busi- 
ness by keeping him on the unfair 
list and thus preventing his hiring 
a union band and making it difficult 
to get AFA acts. He is now operat- 
ing with a non-union orch, which he 
declares is not up to the standard 
he wants. The Anchorage, he states, 
owes the AFM nothing, but is being 
listed as unfair because of the debts 
of the Arcadia, with which it actu- 
ally had no connection. 


Rex Riccardi, secretary of the Mu- 
sicians Local, admitted that the 
union has no grievance whatsoever 
against the’ Anchorage except Pa- 
dula’s connection with it. ‘We just 
don’t care to do business with Pa- 
dula,’ he explained. 


Padula also has a suit pending 
against Music Corporation of Amer- 
ica claiming commissions on subse- 
quent work of bands which he 
helped to break in at the Arcadia. 


Calif. Would Ban School 
Bands Opposing Pros 


Sacramento, May 2. 


The state assembly has given a 
favorable vote to a measure by As- 
semblyman Jack B. Tenney, Los An- 
Beles County, which would prohibit 
school bands and orchestras from 
competing with professional musical 
Organizations, 

Tenney said the legislation would 
Telieve hardship among musicians 
who are being deprived of dance and 
other jobs. He denied that it would 
apply to bands playing at college 
football games or similar exhibitions 
as charged by the opposition. 











DEL COURTNEY DISCS 


First Time on Records—William 
Morris Set Deal 








Never before on records, the Del 
urtney orchestra has been signed 
It’. one year by American Record. 
8 effective tomorrow (4) when the 
and cuts four sides. 





‘DESERT SONG’ SUIT 


Takes 





In About Everything 
Everybody 


and 





A song suit which can total several | 
billions of dollars in damages was 
filed last week by Joseph John Da- 
villa in N. Y. federal court against 
Harms, Witmark, Sigmund Romberg, 
Otto Harbach, Oscar Hammerstein 
2d, Lawrence Schwab, Frank Man- 
del, Warner Bros., Vitagraph, Inc., | 


Stanley Co. of America, Stanley- | 








Inc., NBC, Brunswick-Balke-Collen- | 
der Co., Brunswick Radio, Brunswick 
Record Corp., American Record 
Corp., Columbia Broadcasting, Bam- 
berger Broadcasting Service, Inc., 
Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co., 
Marcus Loew Booking Agency, Inc., 
W.B.O. Broadcasting Corp. and Co- 
lumbia Phonograph Co. 

The suit claims that the plaintiff 
wrote the words and music to ‘If I 
were a Spider and You Were My 
Fly’ in March, 1918, and that the 
chorus of this song was allegedly 
plagiarized in ‘Desert Song.’ 

An injunction, accounting of prof- 
its and $250 damages for each indi- 
vidual playing on radio, screen or 
stage is asked. 


Woody Herman Another 
In the Fast-to-Front 
Bands, a la Art Shaw 


Woody Herman orchestra started 
four weeks of consecutive Monday 
nights as a replacement band for 
Jan Garber at the Hotel New York- 
er, N. Y., on Monday (1). Hereto- 
fore the hotel used a different band 
each week as relief, according to N. 
Y. local 802’s ix-day ween ruling. 

Herman’s outfit is al~» signed for 
a week at the Paramount, N. Y., in 
late July or August after the Ritz- 
Carlton, Boston, where '. opens June 
.l for an indefinite run. Less than 
two months ago the band did a 
stretch at the Raynor Ballroom, 
Boston, considerably lower scaled. 

Bookings show how fast a band 
can skyrocket once it’s booked into 
advantageous spots, plus the radio 
buildup. Prior to the aforemen- 
tioned Raymor date, Herman’s band 
was alternating between the New 
York and Brooklyn Roseland danc- 
eries. Formerly Isham Jones band 
(latter has since formed uw new out- 
fit), with which Herm n sang and 
played sax, it has been kicking 
around New York and the east for 
sc_ae time without getting anywhere. 
Rise from obscurity is similar to 
Artie Shaw, who perhaps rose fast- 
es. of all; Charlie Barnet and others. 
Rockwell Generai Amusement books 
Herman. 
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SION RIGHTS UP 





‘ACCAP MEETING ‘Nazis Allege Irregularities as Legal 





TO SET POLICY Stopper to Refugee Royalty Claims 


RCA Schedules Unsponsored 
but Called Commercial for 
Sale of Sets and Therefore 
Within ASCAP Scope 


—_—_——_—_ 


NOT NOW COVERED 





American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is slated to 


television rights. With many of the 
members contending that the pres- 
ent contract does not cover such 


‘PHIL SPITALNY TO DRAKE) 


| 





Count Basie, Casa Loma and Tea- 
| garden Also Due in Chi 





Chicago, May 2. 

Phil Spitalny and his orchestra 
take over in the Gold Coast room of 
the Drake hotel here, near north- 
side on May 20. In for at least six 
weeks and figures to hold over 
through the summer. 
| Within the same week three other 
| orchestras get going in town. Count 
| Basie band goes into the College Inn 


Mark-Strand Corp., RCA Mfg. Co.,| act this week on the question of; of the hotel Sherman replacing Gene 


| Krupa band on May 19. On May 18 
| Casa Loma orchestra replaces Eddy 
| Duchin band in the Empire Room 
at the Palmer House, while Jack 


Vienna, April 21. 


| Vienna office of STAGMA, Ger- 
|}man performing rights society, has 
| uncovered what it describes as a se- 
ries of frauds involving allocation 
| of credits in the distribution of roy- 
alties. News of the discovery came 
from the authorities whom Berlin 
designated to liquidate AKM, the 
| Austrian society of authors, com- 
| posers and publishers. 


| As the STAGMAites explained it, 
| Bertl Berndt, author-composer and 
| owner of the Record Verlag, pub- 
| lishing house, had induced a num- 
| ber of band leaders to let him fill 
out their reports showing what num- 
| bers they played on certain occa- 
sions. In that way, the story goes, 


rights and stating that they propose | Peamenden erdsseten dita tate the | Berndt was about to collect around 


to have television treated as any 


Blackhawk to take over the band- | 


| $4,000 for compositions of his that 


other mechanical right, the ASCAP| stand from the Bob Crosby orchestra | “°° hardly ever performed. In- 


board at a meeting tomorrow (Thurs- | 


day) will undertake to evolve a pol- 
icy on the issue, after hearing the 
opinion of Louis D. Frohlich, of gen- 
eral counsel. 


As things now stand NBC is con- 
ducting musical television broadcasts 
without being covered by public per- 
formance licenses from ASCAP. 
NBC itself isn’t sure whether tele- 
vision comes within the purview of 
small performing rights or whether 
it is a right that can be separately 
administered. The legal view within 
ASCAP is that the right falls within 
the administrative authority of this 
organization, even though the word 
‘television’ was intentionally struck 
out of the renewal contracts which 
the membership was asked to sig- 
nature last year. 


Claim They’re Commersh 


NBC figures that no attempt will 
be made to collect fees on televised 
musical programs so long as these 
broadcasts are conducted on an ex- 
perimental, or non-commercial basis. 
Some ASCAP members hold that the 
NBC broadcasts should not be con- 
sidered as ‘non-commercial’ since 
there is involved public perform- 
ance for profit. RCA, they point out, 
must depend on these NBC television 
broadcasts to exploit or promote the 
sale of its picture-receiving sets. 


Another factor which is bound to 
enter into the television rights situa- 
tion is the Songwriters Protective As- 
sociation. Under the association’s new 
assignment clause which its mem- 
bers have been asked to sign the 
SPA retains the right to administer 
the television rights of all new pop- 
ular numbers created by these mem- 
bers. Counsel for various ASCAP 
publishers have declared themselves 
as opposed to yielding the television 
right to ASCAP regardless of 
whether the use is a dramatic or in- 
cidental one. 


Television rights are specifically 
excluded in the broadcasting licenses 
issued by the Society of European 
Stage Authors and Composers and G. 
Recordi & Co., of Milan. 


which heads out on a theatre tour 
before returning to the Blackhawk 
later in the year. 


| Protest Townsend Ciubs 
- Use of Non-Union Music 
At Beer-Dance Parties 


Spokane, Wash., May 2. 

Townsend old age clubs were 
scored at a northwest conference of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians last week for their alleged 
practice of employing non-union in- 
strumentalists at their beer and 
dance parties. Convention named a 
delegation to lodge an official pro- 
test with local Townsend officials. 
Matter will also be brought up at 
the AFM’s annual meet in Kansas 
City the week of June 12. It was 
alsc voted to urge the international 
to get more musicians regular em- 
ployment in first class theatres. 

Regional conventioners were told 
that Spokane radio stations had 
about 20 musicians employed regu- 
larly and 30 more on spot programs 
euch week while there wasn’t a the- 
atre in town using a staff musician. 


Liss No Like Leica 
Pic Ads, $50,000 Suit 


Roland S. Liss, actor and violinist, 
filed a N. Y. supreme court action 
Monday (1) against E. Leitz, Inc., 
Raymond Parker and Hugh W. Bat- 
tersly, doing business as Parker & 
Battersly, asking damages of $50,000. 

The plaintiff claims the wrongful 
use of his picture in connection with 
an advertisement. selling Leica 
Cameras. 

















Ralph Freed doing musical score 
for ‘The Hit Parade’ at Republic. 








Pressure For Opening Night Turnout 


Defeated By United Pub-Plugger kront 


Even though the pac* hasn't been, 
signatured, the Music Publishers | 
Protective Association and the Pro- | 
fessional Music Men, Inc., last week | 
showed how the proposed code 
against unethical plugging practices | 
coulc. work effectively. Through an | 





large parties to his opening. 
| MPPA and PMMI got into double- | 
| harnessed action after several con- 


unveiling that night was consider- 
ably under what it had been for the 
leader’s predecessors. 

Board of 
MPPA and the professional men as 
a organization have approved the 


final draft of the coc. and the lat- | 


twill be in the hands of all MPPA 


llth hour series of phone calls put| members by the end of this week. | been living in Engl 
through to members by ti.e two or-| The pact does allow for legitimate | five years, arrivec in N-w York with 
ganizations they succeeded in frus-| openings, but bars ‘special nights,’ | h's wife last week for ~ mcnth’s stay. 
trating a leader’s attempt to high- | ‘publishers nights’ or ‘command per- | ns (G10 
pressure music men into delivering | formances’ or attendance at events | ing a British citizen, wrote the mel- 


where the size of a party determines 
th » amont of plugs. 
Publishers are bound by the agree- 


Wm. Morris | tact men had reported th~* thy lead-| ment to discharge any employee 


ency, which handles Courtney, er hac told them that the plugs they | found guilty by the PMMI of violat- 


agented, 


Band just completed a stretch at 

N By aid Kenmore Hotel, Albany, 

~ + being replaced there last week 
band of John Phillips Sousa, 3d. 


| received from him durinz the sum- | ing the 
mer would depend on the number of | ( 
persons they had in thei. parties on event of 2 violation the aggrieved man, and former ; ‘ 
As a result of the! party shall be entitled to sue for an | editor, who has fashioned lyrics for 
| Koga’s tunes, 


opening night. 


PN.MI. 


phone calls attendance at the spot’s | injunction. 





directors of the | 





‘Hugh Williams on Visit; 
Miso Koga From Tokyo 





| Hugh Williams, ne. Wilhem Grosz, 
_former Vienncse composer who has 
* for the past 


Williams (G10szy, who is becom- 


lody of ‘Isle of Capri, ‘Roe Sails in 
| the Sunset,’ ‘Harbor Light.’ and ‘10 
| Pretty Girls.’ 

| Masao Koga, Sapan’s leading pop 


| songwriter, also in New York on a 


criminating affidavits have been ob- 
tained from several Vienna orches- 
tra leaders. Berndt’s whereabouts 
are unknown, and the $4,000 will be 
distributed among the STAGMA 
members who are supposed to have 
suffered from this device. 








The Usual Gag 


New York publisher members of 
ASCAP, with which the KMA was 
affiliated, expressed themselves as 
;}not surprised at the ‘discovery.’ 
Berndt is a refugee and it is ex- 
pected that much ‘incriminating’ 
evidence will be gathered against 
other AKM members ‘whose where- 
|abouts are unknown’ to make sure 
| that they can’t collect royalties due 
| them from AKM through legal pro- 
cédure in countries outside the Reich 
where AKM or STAGMA funds 
might be available. 


LEN HOPKINS DRAWS 
NEW VANCOUVER SPOT 


Vancouver, May 2. 


Len Hopkins, current maestro at 
Ottawa’s Chateau Laurier, goes into 
the new $10,900,000 Hotel Vancouver 
for the opening. Highlight of date is 
visit of King and Queen May 29. 
Meanwhile the Mart Kenney orches- 
tra leaves the old Vancouver this 
week (1) for a West-to-East tour 
prior to opening in the Royal York, 
Toronto, May 18. 


Pending Hopkins’ arrival Stan 
Patton crew will fill in with new 
combo, leaving directly after run for 
barnstorming tour of British Colum- 
bia, Alberta and Saskatchewan. 

















| Rareld Dixon’s Probation 
Following Narcotic Charge 


St. Louis, May 2. 

Harold A. Simon, known as Har- 
old Dixon, song writer and orches- 
tra leader, received a suspended 
sentence last week from United 
States District Judge George H. 
Moore when he entered a plea of 
guilty to an indictment charging him 
with the purchase and possession of 
narcotics. Simon, according to an 
Asst. U. S. District Attorney, has 
received treatment at a private sani- 
tarium since his arrest and has not 
used drugs in more than three 
months. Judge Moore placed him on 
probation for two years. 

Simon composed ‘Call Me Back, 
'Pal o’ Mine.’ After living in New 
York for 15 years Simon returned to 
| St. Louis a year ago and for several 
months waved a baton at a orch at 
the Marquette Hotel. 


Johnny O’Connor Bedded 


Johnny O'Connor, general man- 
| ager of Words & Music, Inc., was, 














pact and expelled from the | visit, first time in America. Confab- | operated on last Friday (28) for an 
It is also agreed that in| ing with Burton Crane, N. Y. Times-; alimentary canal ailment at the Mur- 
Japan Advertiser| ray Hill hospital, N. Y. 


He expects to be back at his of- 
fice within three weeks. 


OR 
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BANDS and ORCHESTRAS 


Week of May 5 


Permanent address of bands and orchestras is published without 
While every effort is made to insure accuracy in this 
department, cooperation in notifying errors will reduce mistakes to a 


out charge. 


minimum, 








Key to abbreviations: B—ballroom, C—cafe, CC—country club, H— 
Hotel, N—Night Club, R—restaurant, T—Theatre. 

Booking Agencies: CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists, 1250 Sixth 
Ave., N.Y.C.; FB, Frederick Bros., 
Music Corp. of America, 745 Fifth Ave., N.¥.C.; Rockwell Amus., 1270 
Sixth Ave., N.¥.C.; William Morris Agcy., 1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C. 


1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.; MCA, 























A 


Aaronson, Irving. c/o WHN, 
Alberto, Don, Ei Chico N., NYC. 
Alpert, Mickey, Bradford H., Boston. 
Ambassadors, Royale, Congress H., 
Andrews, Gordon, Club 18 N.. NYC, 
Armstrong, Louis, c/o Joe Glaser, 1270 
6th Ave., NYC. 

Ash, Paul, Roxy T.. NYC. 

Arnheim, Gus, R-O’'K. Hollywood. 


Bailey, Bert, Plantation Club, Milwaukee. 
Baker, Bob, c/o Wm, Morris. 

Barnet, Charley, Rayimor B., Boston, 
Barnett, Jimmy, c/o FB. 


NYC, 


Chi. 


Bardo, Bill, Blackhawk H., Davenport, Ia. 
Barrie, Dick, c/o MCA. 
Barron, Blue, H., Edison, NYC, 


Basie, Count, c/o MCA, 

Bauer, Tony, Scaler’s N., Milwaukee, 
Baum, Charles, St. Regis H.. NYC. 
Becker, Bubbles, Arcadia B., NYC. 
Bergere, Maximilian, Versailles N., NYC. 
Bestor, Don, c/o Wm. Morris. 

Biltmore Boys, Carleton H., Wash., D. C. 
Blake, Lou, Atlanta-Biltmore H., At- 
nta, Ga. 

Blanco, Pedro, Embassy C., Philadelphia. 
Bleyer, Archie, Earl Carroli’s R., H' wood, 
Bolognini, Ennio, L’Aiglon R., Chi. 
Borne, Hal, Florentine Gardens, H’' wood, 
Brandwynne, Nat, Essex House H., NYC. 
Breese, Lou, Brown H., Louisville, Ky. 
Brigode, Ace, Merry Garden B., Chi. 
Buck, Verne, Oriental T., Chi. 

Burkarth, Johnny, Plantation Club, Mc- 
Connellsville, Ind. 

Burton, Paul, Bill Green’s Casino, Pitts. 
Busse, Henry, Paramount T., NYC, 


c 


Calloway, Cab, Cotton Club, NYC. 
Camden, Eddie, Southern Mansions, K. C. 
Carlyn, Tommy, Nu Elms, Youngstown, O. 
Carter, Benny, Savoy B., NYC. 
Cerwin, George, Club Sahara, Milwaukee. 
Cherniavsky, Josef, WLW, Cincinnati. 
Chicco, Louis, Versailles C., H'wood. 
Clark, Buddy, Armando’s R., NYC 
Clinton, Larry, c/o Rockwell Amus. 
Collins, Bernie, Ansley H., Atlanta, Ga. 
nn. Joe, Newhouse H., Salt Lake 
y. 
Costello, Charles, Commodore Club, Det. 
Courtney, Del, c/o Rockwell Amus. 
we Chauncey, Paxton H., Lincoln, 
e 
Crosby, Bob, Blackhawk R., Chi. 
Cummins, Bernie, Cavalier H., Va. Beach, 
a 
Cutler, Ben, Nicollet H., Mpls. 


RA IE MENA TCI LO CS 
D 


Dailey, Frank, St. Paul H., St. Paul. 

Darisse, Gilbert, Chateau-Frontenac H., 
| Quebec. 

Davis, Eddie, Larue R., NYC. 


D'Andrea, Joseph, Pepper Pot N.. NYC. 
Davis, Johnny, Miami Club, Milwaukee. 
De Lange. Eddie, c/o William Morris. 
De La Rosa, Oscar, c/o Wm. Morris. 
Dell, Eddy, Centre Club, NYC. 

Denny, Jack, c/o Wm, Morris. 
Deutsch, Emerv, Nicollet H., Mpls. 
Dooley, Phil, Palmer H., Chi. 

Dorsey, Jimmy, c/o Rockwell Amus. 
Duchin, Eddy, Palmer House, Chi. 
Duke, Jules, Tutwiler H.. Birmingham. 


Ellington, Duke, on European tour, 
Ellis, Joe. Queen Mary R., NYC. 

Ellis, Segar, Van Cleve H., Dayton, O. 
Embassy 4, Magic Bar, Mpls. 

Ennis, Skinnay, Victor Hugo's R., 
H’ wood. 

Ernie, Val, El Morocco, NYC. 

Erwin, Gene, H. Cleveland, Cleve. 


F 


Feldstein, Joey, Tic Top Tap N., Mil- 
waukee. 

Fiorito, Ted, Ben Marden’s Riviera, Ft. 
Lee, N. J. 

Frasetto, Joe, Jack Lynch’s Walton Roof, 
Philadelphia. 

Fidler, Lou, Colony Club, Chl. 


Fields, Shep, c/o MCA. 
Fields, Irving, Grossinger H., Fallsburg,. 
i... a 

Fisher, Freddie, Rose Bowl, Chi. 
Fisher, Mark, Royale Frolics ©, Gaetes. 


Fomeen, Basil, St. Moritz H., NYC 
Foster. Chuck, Topsy’s N., Southgate, 
Calif. 

Frederick, Marvin, Cosmopolitan H., 
Denver. 


Frederics, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, Elm- 
hurst, N.Y 

Fremont, Al, Show Boat, Pitts. 

Funk, Larry, Frontenac Club, Detroit. 


G 


Gay, Leonard, Congo Club, Milwaukee. 
Gendron, Henri, Colosimo’s N., Chicago. 
Gill, Emerson, New Penn Club, Pitts. 
Gillen, Frank, Northwood Inn, Detroit. 
Gillette, Jack, c/o CRA. 

Golden, Neil, Stuyvesant H., Buffalo. 
Golly, Cecil, c/o FB. 

Goodman, Benny, c/o MCA. 

Grant, Bob, c/o Wm. Morris. 

Gray, Marty, Oasis N., Milwaukee. 





(Continuea on page 47) 























Fifth Annual Theatre Party 














PROFESSIONAL 
MUSIC MEN, Inc. 











Alvin Theatre, New York 
SUNDAY NIGHT, May 7th 


MONSTER BENEFIT | 


Archer’s Semi-Al Fresco 


Des Moines Ballroom 


Des Moines, May 1. 

T. H. Archer, owner of a midwest 
chain of ballrooms, including the 
Tromar in Des Moines, is construct- 
ing a summer ballroom at the north 
city limits of West Des Moines. It 
| will have one floor under cover and 
| another out in the open. He figures 
|}on having it open June 1. 
The Tromar will close for the sum- 
mer and the summer spot will take 





over the former’s name band policy. 


Eli Oberstein 





All Set to Go; 
Scranton Plant 


Eli Oberstein, formerly recording 
manager for RCA Victor, has ac- 
quired a pressing factory in Scran- 
ton, Pa., and will have his own brand 
of phonograph records in the field 
by June 1, if various contracts now 
in negotiation are closed in time. It 
is reported that in addition to pri- 
vate backing, which includes the 
owners of several thousand coin ma- 
chines, Oberstein has Philco and 
Zenith lined up with him in the ven- 
ture. 

The Scranton plant was previously 
part of the American Record Co. 
setup. In its time it has turned out 
over 26,000,000 records. Contracts 
now held by Oberstein guarantee the 
disposal of a minimum of 12,000,000 
records over the course of a year. 
His principal interest is developing 
a dealer market, with the servicing 
of coin machines secondary in his 
plans. His delay in getting started 
with his own project was largely 
caused by a difference of viewpoint 
over this latter angle with his orig- 
inal underwriters. 

Oberstein holds tentative record- 
ing contracts with Larry Clinton, 
Eddie De Lange, Sammy Kaye, 
Tommy Dorsey and an option on 
Glen Miller which expire April 1. 


LOUIS PRIMA DETOURED 


Goes to New Orleans Grove Instead 
of Chez Paree 














New Orleans, May 2. 

Scheduled opening of Louis Prima 
at the Chez Paree Sunday (30) was 
banned the last minute by the local 
musicians’ union because Andy Ge- 
melli, who once conducted his own 
band and owns the nitery, has been 
_ employing non-union orchestra, Ge- 
milli, who has had financial troubles 
| with the Chez Paree, was expelled 
| the week before from the union. 

Prima’s engagement was switched 
;to the newly modeled Cocoanut 
| Grove. 














Band Bockings 








| Frankie Trumbauer, 8 days, May 
9, Tune Town Ballroom, St. Louis. 
| Joe Venuti, Claridge hotel, Mem- 
| phis, May 26, two weeks. 
Glenn Miller, Paramount, N. Y., 
two weeks, option on third, optional 
| on closing at the Glen Island Ca- 
' sino, N. Y. 
Will Osborne, May 13, U. of Pitt; 

May 27-13, Surf Beach Country Club, 
| Norfolk, Va.; June 2, VPI, Blacks- 
bur;, Va. 

Billy Baer, week June 2, New 
| Riverview Park, Des Moines. Seven 
| Gentlemen same spot week May 26. 








Your Favorites of the Stage, Screen, Radio, 


Niteries Will Appear 


POSITIVELY 


Tickets on Sale at the Box-Office 


Proceeds for Unemployment Emergency Fund 





| Emery Deutsch, Mey 5, Chase 
‘hotel, St. Louis, indefinitely. 
| Andy Iona’s Hawaiians, Capitol, 
| Wash., Friday (5); Loew’s, Cleve., 12; 
Chicago, Chi., 26. 
| Paul Whiteman, U. of Rochester, 
May 6; Brown U., Providence, 12; 
| Cornell U., Ithaca, 26. 
D’Artega orchestra, Sun Valley 
concession, Worlds Fa.r, N. *’. 
| Mike Riley, Loew’s State, N. Y., 
week May 11. 
, Charlie Barnet, West Side Park, 
Berwick, Pa., May 17. 
| Herbie Holmes, Schroeder hotel, 
Milwaukee, May 16. 
| Tiny Hill, Idora Park, Youngstown, 
| May 13. 


definite. 





Jimmy Dorsey Stays Decca 











Walter Powell, Show Bar, Forest 
| Hills, L. L, today (Wednesday), in- 


Jimmy Dorsey orchestra was re- 
newed for another two years by 


| Decca Records effective Monday 
past (1). 

| Band’s currently at the Lyric, 

| Indianapolis, 


| 
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emaEEeTe Bermrenesnasensses te) ces éuses Seebeetasete Robbins 
Lk SEPT CEOCCTET LOR TTT PETC CER ET Cnccceoccccee Che 
Re CN nnn 600000050500066000000 0094608 sieceace — 
Heaven Can Wait ........... Ceeuedsedetes WUCITe ee Remick 
Bee SE EE Sinbad kh ccdhovsdedessccsdiotstbishécs Shapiro 
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I’m Building a Sailboat of Dreams.................0e. Shapiro 
Moon Is a Silver Dollar..... SADE Aapawedkelewaks kaa cea ce Robbins 


* Indicates filmusical song. 








On the 


Upbeat 





Bob Spangler, drummer with Jan 
Savitt’s crew at the Hotel Lincoln, 
N. Y., leaves this week to join Vin- 
cent Lopez. He recently came with 
Savitt’s from Glenn Miller’s outfit. 





Eddie South and his colored 
harmonizers signed as the second 
band for the opening of the Troc, 
Hollywood, May 11. Other orchestra 
is Emil Coleman’s. 





Frankie Quartel orchestra goes 
into Colosimo’s Chicago on May 15. 
Replaces Henri Gendron orchestra 
which has had a long stay in the 
near southside nitery. 





Dick Stabile orc has been booked 
for the annual spring carnival at 
Carnegie Tech, Pittsburgh, on May 
12. 





Francis Foster, violinist and vocal- 
ist with Fred Waring since 1926, has | 
left the Pennsylvanians and is in 
Pittsburgh, his home town, organ- 
izing a band. 








Jean Wald and her femme crew | 
out of Pittsburgh, now at Hotel Fort 
Hayes in Columbus, O., have just | 
signed an exclusive booking contract | 
with MCA. 





Tony Lombardo has quit Cosmo- 
politan 3 at Union Grill, Pittsburgh, | 
and with Gig Baltusis, violinist, has | 
formed a strollers duo for summer | 
engagement at Antigo, Wis. Opened | 
there Monday (1). 





Four Comiques back in Pittsburgh 
after engagement at O’Leary’s Barn 
in New York and will return to a 
Catalina Island spot for the summer. 





Vincent Lopez orchestra cuts a 
second set of four sides for Victor 
May 8. Makes eight sides within a 
month on a recently signed year’s 
term. 





Mille Bruce has become secretary 
to Dick Dorso in the Music Corpora- 
tion Hollywood office. She once as- 
sisted Ed Fishman for Rockwell Gen- 
eral Amusement on the Coast. He’s | 
now with Wm. Morris in N. Y. Dorso | 
recently shifted to MCA from Con- 
solidated. 








Dick Stabile and Gracie Barrie 
come into the Famous Door, N. Y., 
May 16 to stay until Count Basie re- 
places July 4. Teddy Wilson band 
remains until Stabile comes in. 








Billy Eastman have written a theme 
tune around Donahue’s recently ac- 
quired tag line ‘Low Down Rhythm 
With a Top Hat.’ Band goes back | 
into the Rainbow Room, N. Y.,! 
May 10. 


Al Donahue, Terry Shand, me | 





Tito’s Swingtette goes to the Coast 
next month to open at the Trocadero, | 
L. A., May 11. 





Earl Hill’s orchestra has Peony | 
Park spot at Omaha during the | 
Golden Spike celebration. Was. 


booked by Lou Leabman of Central | 
States. 





{ 

Amberry Bates opens his new. 

Homer dance hall at Homer, Neb.,| 

May 6. Johnny Kuker signed for 
the opening night. 





Spud Murphy orchestra has been | 
held over for an additional two 
weeks until May ‘0 at Nick’s, Green- 
wich Village, N. Y. 








Bert Shefter, songwriter and pi- 





anist, has been signec to a three- | 
ye * management contract by Artists | 


Management, Inc. First date will be 
a recording session for Decca with 
a.. eight-piece band. 





Rockwell General Amusement has 
signed for five years the orchestra 
of Jeter-Pillars. 





Dick Mansfield moves into Ville- 
pigues Inn, Sheepshead Bay, Brook- 
lyn, May 6. It’s for the season, with 
Jack Lavin the booker. 














MELROSE 


MUSIC CORP. 
OF NEW YORK 


(GEORGE SIMON, Pres.) 


Formerly 


MELROSE BROS. MUSIC CO. 
of Chicago 


Present 


“SWEETHEART OF 
SIGMA CHI” 


“NOTRE DAME 
VICTORY MARCH” 


The Big Ten College Songs 
and Many Others 


Melrose Syncopation Series 


for Orchestra 





Original Pinetop 
“BOOGIE WOOGIE” 
“ST. LOUIS BLUES” 
“MILENBERG JOYS” 
*“*THAT’S A PLENTY” 

“COPENHAGEN” 


“SUGAR FOOT 
STOMP” 


“BEALE ST. BLUES” 
““MUSKAT RAMBLE” 


“WOLVERINE 
BLUES” 


“TIN ROOF BLUES” 


and hundreds of other famous 
Blues and Hot Tunes — all 


available for piano, orchestra 
and bands. 


MELROSE MUSIC CORP. 


Suite 704 


1619 Broadway New York 
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BURLEY LABEL 
STILL NIXED 
INN.Y. 


With the opening of the New York 





-World’s Fair on Sunday (30) no 


provision has yet been made for the 
return of the burlesque label to New 
York burley houses. Some operators 
had expected it would be handed 
back so they would be able to cash 
in on the Fair crowd. An appeal for 
its return was filed with Mayor 
LaGuardia several months = ago 
through John Masterson, head of the 
mayor’s censor committee. It’s still 
under advisement. 

It’s being held up, explains Mas- 
terson, because he’s been requested 
by city officials to sound out the 
various civic and religious groups, 
whose objections originally caused 
its revocation. These groups are said 
to be against its return. 

The Continental (review in this 
issue), which opened two weeks ago, 
has again brought the number of 
houses to seven. They include the 
Gaiety, Eltinge, Republic, Triboro, 
People’s and Star, Brooklyn. The 
Casino and Oxford, both in Brook- 
lyn, each tried burley recently, but 
didn’t last long. 

Biz in the houses ranges from good 
to very bad. The Eltinge and Re- 
public, just off Times Square, have 
been getting along okay, while the 
Gaiety, on Broadway, has gone 
through a very poor period. The 
Continental, while open only a 
fortnight, has been doing fairly well. 
The Star and Triboro are reported 
doing well, the Star in particular. 
People’s has been poor, and is said 
to have had money trouble lately. 


Union Lifts Jam Sesh 
Ban, OK’s Philly Cafes 


Philadelphia, May 2. 

Ban on jam sessions, which the 
musicians’ union has enforced in the 
past, has been unofficially lifted to 
allow operation of two small niteries 
here, both of which are run by mem- 
bers of the local. Spots are patron- 
ized almost wholly by pro tooters 
after they have finished playing 
regular jobs. 

Two joints are the Jam Session, 
operated by Billy Krechmer, and the 
Down Beat, run by Nat Segal and 
Harry Roberts. Jam Session, seat- 
ing only 35 to 50, sports only a 
boogie-woogie pianist, Tony D’Aquila, 
depending mostly on itinerant jam- 
mers. Down Beat, seating 125, has a 
Pianist and a drummer, plus Henry 
Patrick, warbler. Both spots are 
decorated with pix of Bix Beider- 
becke and other jazz artists. 

Both have been drawing not only 
locals but leaders and members of 
visiting bands. Participants in re- 
cent jam sessions have been Artie 
Shaw, Harry James, Tommy Dorsey, 
Red Norvo, Bob Crosby and Charlie 
Barnet. 


Weeks Orch Booked For 
Int’l Casino’s Reopener 


Ranny Weeks’ orchestra from Bos- 
ton, whence comes Alex Finn, new 
managing director of the Interna- 
tional Casino, New York, will hold 
forth that spot when it reopens the 
end of May. 

Georgie Hale, meantime, is re- 
heafsing the girls and Milton Berle 
is set to top. Harry Richman is 
another possibility. 


Charles Yates Bankrupt 


Charles V. Ya‘es. who joined Con- 
solidated Radio Arcisis, Inc., Monday 
(1) as head of the talent booking 
department in the New York office, 
has applied to the Federal court in 
Brooklyn, New York, for a financial 
bath. 

Yates gave his liabilities as $11,251 
and stated that he had no assets. 

Hattie Althoff, associated with him 
at the Simon agency, went CRA with 
Yates when he moved there Mon- 


day (1), 




















PHILLY’S VOGUE 


Two More Debs Sign te Warble in 
Night Club 








Philadelphia, May 2. 

A Philadelphia deb who hasn’t 
chirped in a nitery is getting rarer 
than a republic in Europe. Two 
more were hired last week by Jack 
Lynch to warble in his W-lton Roof 
nitery. They’re Nini Liggett and 
Susie Sayen. 

Lynch only bargained for one of 
the gals when he agreed to hire the 
winner at a deb contest of which 
he, Joe E. Lewis and Powers Gou- 
raud were judges. With seven 
entries, jury couldn’t agree on one 
femme, so Lynch had to employ 
two. 

Miss Liggett was elected Philly’s 
glamour gal No. 1 in a poll by the 
Philly Record last year. It wasn’t 
until later the daily learned she was 
writing a regular column for the 
rival Inquirer as ‘Dorothy Deb.’ 


4 CAFES OPEN IN 
N. W.; OTHER 
PREEMS 


Seattle, May 2. 


Ed Fisher booking office reports 
four night spots in the Northwest, 
opening for the spring and summer 
season. They are as follows: Corner 
Club, Kellogg, Ida., opened April 27; 
Calore Tavern, Klamatch Falls, Ore., 
April 27; Liberty Club, April 30, Ta- 
coma; and Oriental Gardens, Van- 
couver, B. C., April 24. All use bands 
and floor shows and usually three or 
four acts. 

Edward J. Fisher books. 











New Chi Nitery 
Chicago, May 2. 

Sam Hare, former operator of the 
Dells summer roaderie here, is 
readying a new road nitery that’s 
expected to be opened here around 
June 1. 

It will be known as the Gridiron 
Club. 





Nitery’s Milk Bar 
Buffalo, May 2. 
The Hollywood here reopens Fri- 
day (5) with a milk bar. A 10- 
piece orchestra will be featured. 
Operation is to be by the Gishler- 
King Co. and will be modeled on 
similar setups in the midwest. 


Det. Cafe Called ‘Blind 
Pig,’ May Not Get OK 


Detroit, May 2. 

Unless spot is sold to persons ac- 
ceptable to state rum board, the 
Ambassador, one of town’s better- 
class niteries, will not be given li- 
cense renewal. Spot was denied re- 
newal on grounds it also operates a 
‘blind pig’ on the second floor of 
the club after hours. 

Emil Huck has been granted per- 
mish to reopen the Club Ackmur in | 
suburban Redford, provided that he’s 
able to obtain a liquor license. The 
suburb is allotted only six licenses, 
all presently taken. Huck recently 
inherited the property, which had 











been owned by his family since 1916, 
and plans to renovate the _ spot, | 
which was closed two months ago} 
for gambling. Huck says he under- | 
stands one liquor license is soon to| 
be dropped in Redford. 

Decision on a midnight curfew for 
Michigan niteries, in line with Gov. 
Luren D. Dickinson’s anti-saloon | 
policies, will not be made until after | 
the state legislature adjourns around | 
June 1. 





Det. Terrace Stays Open 
Detroit, May 2. 
At first reported closing for the 
summer, the Terrace Room of the 
Hotel Statler here will remain open. 
The Terrace Room started a new 
policy last weekend with supper 
dancing—Chuck Shanks’ orch—the 








OEE WAR ObARE 
Aa CAUSE OF LAC 


General Depression Another 
Factor in Letdown, With 
All Foreign Bookings Held 
Affected — General The- 
atres Now Booking Do- 


mestic Units 





PLAYING SAFE 


London, May 2. 

England appears doomed as a fer- 
tile field for American talent, at least 
in the immediate future. Whether 
it be the war scare or generally de- 
pressed conditions, bookings of for- 
eign talent are at a standstill. 

Vaudeville theatres in the prov- 
inces, with only one or two excep- 
tions, all report poor business, with 
the result that General Theatres 
Corp. is now booking only domestic 
units on a percentage basis. This 
puts the gamble on the producers 
and the acts, many of which were 
burnt at such arrangements before, 
aren’t jumping at such deals now. 

The Palladium here is another 
house that evidently isn’t taking 
chances. Following the ‘Crazy 
Show’ that’s now current, the house 
will bring in a domestic unit headed 
by Jack Hylton on percentage terms. 
All acts previously booked for the 
summer at this house have been 
cancelled by George Black. 

Some of the houses, the Holborn 
Empire (GTC), as an instance, are 
booking stage shows only on a week- 
to-week basis, not knowing when 
biz will be hit so hard that stage 
shows will have to be pulled en- 
tirely. 

Another angle on the lack of for- 
eign bookings is that if war does 
come, the Americans won’t want to 
come over and replacements would 
have to be made from amongst the 
domestics, anyhow. 


Pitt’s Harlem Casino 
Folds After Poor Biz 


Pittsburgh, May 2. 

Downtown’s biggest nitery, the Har- 
lem Casino, folded Wednesday (26) 
after taking it on the chin for several 
months. Closing took place just a 
week before new booze licensing pe- 
riod. Operator Sam Blandi, whose 
Aspinwall Inn also went on the 
rocks last summer, took over the Ca- 
sino last winter when the Mercur 
brothers dropped their lease after 
two years. 

Couple of weeks ago Blandi an- 
nounced he would take pver the 
Willows, Oakmont roadhouse, for 
summer, but apparently his an- 
nouncement was a bit premature. 








It’s understood now that another |; 


group had a prior lien on the Wil- 
lows lease. Matter is being adjusted 
by lawyers presently. 


Gal Hoofer Untangles 


Contortionist from Jam 


Detroit, May 2. 

Richard Mendenhall, Ohio State U. 
student, who’s working way through 
school by means of nitery contor- 
tioning, was placed on probation for 
carrying unregistered gun last week, 
and thereby avoided expulsion from 
college. 





Mendenhall, who’s been appearing | 


in local niteries, was seated in an 
auto with Consuelo Gomez, Mexican 
hoofer, who claims she’s cousin of 
the New York Yankees’ Lefty 


Gomez, when police found the gun. | 


He was booked on charge of carry- 
ing concealed weapon, a felony, con- 
viction of which would force expul- 
sion from college. After being con- 
vinced by Miss Gomez, better known 


as Chiquita, that Mendenhall had | 


bought the gun for target practice, 
Judge W.:McKay Skillman changed 
the charge to a misdemeanor and put 
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Bookers Plan Cleanup 


Philadelphia, May 2. 

Entertainment Managers Associa- 
tion here now has more than 95% 
of licensed agents in the city on its 
rolls. 

With the biggest membership any | 
10 percenter organization has ever 
enjoyed here, EMA is making plans 
shortly for a cleanup of illegitimate 
practices by both agents and acts. 








EASE CURFEW 
IN S. L. CITY 


——————— 


Salt Lake City, May 2. 

Envisioning big hordes of tourisis 
stopping temporarily here enroute to 
the Frisco and New York fairs, five 
Salt Lake City niteries appealed to 
the city commission to approve floor 
shows and dancing until 2 a.m. Ex- 
isting city ordinances require hoof- 
ing to halt at midnight. 

Attorney Karl V. King, represent- 
ing Newhouse hotel’s Mirror Room, 
the Brass Rail, Heidelberg Club, 
New Mecca and Coon Chicken Inn, 
told the commission that unless the 
plea is granted several of the spots 
would be forced to shutter as they 
cannot pay the license fees, which 
he termed excessive. 

Decision has been delayed by the 
commission until middle of May. 


ONYX, ONYX, WHO OWNS 
THAT SWINGO’S TITLE? 


Application for an injunction to 
restrain the original Onyx Club, 
N. Y., from continuing to use that 
title will be heard today ‘Wednes- 
day) in N. Y. supreme court. It was 
filed by Joe Helbock, former direc- 
tor of the original, who will open 
another. Onyx this Friday (5). Both 
are in the same block on 52d street. 
In turn the first named has filed a 
counter-suit for an injunction to en- 
join Helbock’s use of the name. 

Though ousted as a director of the 
original club some six months ago, 
Helbock still retains a one-third in- 
terest. He was originally half 
owner with Car] Kress. 


Wolfson West; Fischer’s 


‘Bergere’ Into Grauman’s 


Lou Wolfson, of the William 
Morris agency, returns to his Coast 
berth this week, stopping off at the 
Casa Manana, Ft. Worth, where 
Kenny Baker and Russ Morgan are 
set to open July 21. Other Morris 
bands and acts follow, including 
Frances Langford et al. 

Wolfson met Clifford C. Fischer, 
who arrived in New York Monday 
(1) from Europe. Latter’s ‘Folies | 
Bergere’ revue, current at the 
Frisco Fair, shifts May 12 to Grau- 
man’s Chinese, Hollywood, for a run. 
The show has a Mexico City and 
| other offers to follow the Hollywood 
|run. Fischer also west. 




















CAFE BOOM MAY: 


L'ville Cafes in the Derby Race 


Some Import Shows Just to Snare the Turf Crowd, 
Including Bands, Etc. 
7 


| Louisville, May 2. 
Louisville’s annual perk-up in 
night club biz has started, with be- 
ginning of spring race meet at 
Churchill Downs (29). Many local 
niteries are bringing in bands and 
floor shows, particularly to catch the 
Derby Day coin. 

Iroquois Gardens opens Thursday 
(4) with King’s Jesters, plus ‘Queen’ 
Mary Ruth Milan. Red Nichols and 
His Pennies are set at the Club 
Greyhound, across the Ohio river, in 
Jeffersonville, Ind., with an entire 
| new floor show, and Lou Breese’s or- 
|chestra is being brought in to catch 








|the Derby crowd in the Brown ho- 
| tel’s ballroom. Benny Strong’s ag- 
| gregation will stay at the same hos- 
telry, to provide dansapation for the 
Bluegrass Room. 

The Kentucky hotel will not im- 
port a band this year, being set with 
the Ambassadors, strolling trio, who 
have been at the spot for the past 
four weeks. Buddy Pearce’s orches- 
tra is going into the Crystal Terrace 
while Mel Marvin’s crew remains at 
the Club Madrid. 

Smaller spots are making their bid 
for the race coin with local bands 
and acts, most of which are inked 
only for the Derby weekend. 


VANCOUVER DANCERY 
OPENS AS NIGHT CLUB 


Vancouver, B. C., May 2. 

Hy Singer opened his Palomar 
ballroom as a theatre restaurant 
Saturday (29). Plans to run nightly 
dine-dance with 50c admish week- 
days and $1 Saturdays, importing 
acts on a deal with the Bert Levey 
(L. A.) office. 

Opened with Three Harlem Flash- 
es, Claude De Carr and dog; Garcia 
and Lamarr, Latin dancers; Yvonne 
'de Carlo, Marion Windsor, John 
Savage, Charles Nelson, Vic Ricci, 
The Palomar Debutantes and Dal 
Richard’s orchestra. 











Morrissey’s Big Show 
Taken Over by Legion 


Los Angeles, May 2. 

Will Morrissey’s Big Show, halted 
from opening at the Criterion the- 
atre here 10 days ago because of in- 
adequate dressing room facilities 
back stage, gets under way at the 
Grand avenue house tomorrow 
(Wed.). 

Chanters post, American Legion of 
Los Angeles, has taken over lease 
of Criterion held by Morrissey and 
his financial backers and will turn 
the spot into a night club. Morris- 
sey-produced shows will be used, 
with idea being to peddle them to 
other Legion posts if idea clicks. 


2 Cafes Dry 


Baltimore, May 2. 
May 1 deadline for liquor license 











|renewals closed the Penthouse and 


Two O'Clock Club, the town’s top 
niteries. 

The Penthouse, located atop the 
Stanley theatre, has had an in-and- 


;out career under varied manave- 


ments since its heyday under Eddie 
Sherwood. Latest effort was being 
handled by Milton Mann, orchestra 
leeder, who shared managerial du- 











Mich. Cafe Loses OK 


Detroit, May 2. 
Liquor license of the Cave, subur- | 
| ban Dearbcrn nitery, was suspended ' 
, last week by the state rum board 
| after being charged with allowing 
obscene floor shows and_ selling 
liquor to inebriates. 

The Ambassador Club, downtown 
nitery, is expected to lose its license 
_ when it comes up for renewal, unless 
| spot is sold to persons acceptable to 


| 


| 
| 
| 
i 


| ties with his stint on the bandstand. 





Feteing Zwerling 


Loew’s theatre will honor Ruby 
Zwerling, musical director of Loew's 
State, N. Y., with a dinner at the 


| Diamond Horseshoe tonight (Wed.). 


Occasion marks celebration of Zwer- 
ling’s 11th anniversary in his present 
post, 

Eleanor Powell, current at the 


room remaining open until 2 a. m.| the contortionist on probation for) the rum board, The board claims the State, will be special guest of honor 


Sundays and until 9 p. m. week days. 


year. 


nitery operates a ‘blind pig.’ | 


together with Zwerling. 
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Vladimir Selinsky’s String Quartet, | 
Jack Waldron, Buster & Billy Bru-| 
nell, Gil & Bernie Mason, Vicki Arn- 
o'd, Bob Parker, Barry McKinley, 
Janis Andre & Valya Valentinoff, 
Rex Weber, Line (12), Show- 
girls (8). 





The Paradise’s electric sign facing 
south from 49th street and Broad- 
way looks like a surefire beacon for 
the World’s Fair influx in the months 








to come. For those tourists looking 
for spice, along with a plunge into 
the Fair’s more edifying educational 
and aesthetic features, the blazoned 
title of ‘Venus on Parade’ will be 
something to conjure with. 

Inside, however, the show is not 
as peppery as the billing implies, but | 
withal an entertaining nitery layout 
and sufficiently populated by shapely 
cuticle. The chickadees and show- 
girls aren’t stripping very much, but 
they were carefully selected for 
beauty and that counts plenty with 
the visiting firemen. ; 

This production is distinguished by 
new acts and specialties, plus Rich- 
ard Himber’s smooth orch, Rex 
Weber and Jack Waldron’s m.c.’ing. | 
Waldron in this show is an object | 
lesson for comics. Once a long-term | 
feature at the opposish Hollywood 
across the street, now closed, this | 
marks a return to Broadway for | 
Waldron and he comes through in | 
terrific fashion. He proves, for one | 
thing, that it is possible to secure | 
new material; and he also proves he | 
has the ability to send it across. As | 
for handling a show, he’s an experi- | 
enced hand at that. 

Another familiar face that appears | 
to be solidly on the comeback trail | 
is Rex Weber, whose ventriloquial 
singing is a late smash in this pro- 
duction. He found the going rough 
after his click with ‘Brother, Can 
You Spare a Dime?’ in an ‘Ameri- 
cana’ some years ago, but now looks 
to have found himself again. He’s 
dropped all talk and sticks strictly 
to the vocals, reprising ‘Dime’ also, 
and found difficulty getting away. 

Himber’s band is playing the show 
from the side of the floor, taking the 











BOB GERAGHTY 


| Brunell, 


itive impression. 


$2.50 and $3. 


ber, besides maestroing, is also tak- 
ing part in a production bit, con- 
tributing sleight-of-hand while the 
chorines do a _ semi-strip. It’s a 
nicely built up gag by Waldron. 

Only item in the show that can be 
classed as spicy is the ‘Birth of 
Venus’ scene, in which Janis Andre 
and Valya Valentinoff (New Acts) 
take part. Miss Andre is lowered on 
the overhead elevator stage, com- 
pletely stripped to the waist and 
wearing little below, with the rou- 
tine evolving into a Venus-Adonis 
ballet dance with Valya Valentinoff, 
a burly toe-twirler. It’s not a 
shocker. 

Other acts in the production are 


lall new and all excellent, with Gil 


and Bernie Mason, mixed team, han- 
dling dogs, and Buster and Billy 
mixed hoofers, especially 
standout. There’s also Bob Parker, 
a comedy hoofer, and Vicki Arnold, 
an acrobatic hoofer. They represent 
a plethora of dancing early in the 
show, but the Waidron-Himber- 
Weber routines help allay that nega- 
The Masons, Bru- 
nells, Parker and Miss Arnold are 
all under New Acts. Another spe- 
cialty with the show is Barry Mc- 
Kinley, vocalist. He’s standard and 
on but briefly. 

The line (12) and showsgirls (8) 
are spotted frequently in the pro- 
duction, the line’s two major rou- 
tines being ‘Doing the Biminy 
Bounce,’ a moderate hip-swinging af- 
fair, and the strip behind Himber’s 
magic. Showgirls, plus an early pa- 
rade a la N.T.G., help greatly in the 
Venus frame. 

Viadimir Selinsky’s concerty 
String Quartet intersperses the mu- 
sic from Himber’s band. It’s a new 


and classy note for the congenial 
Nicky Blair’s Paradise. 


Marjery Fielding staged the show 
as well as the dancing, plus con- 
tributing all the special songs, in- 
cluding ‘Biminy,’ and all of it is 
creditable. Costuming of the girls, 
what there is of it, also rates a bend. 

There’s no cover here; mini'™im 
Scho. 


PERSIAN ROOM 


(PLAZA HOTEL, N. Y.) 





Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 


Sheila Barrett,’ Maurice & Cor- 
doba, Jack Marshard orch. 














A typically class Persian Room 
| lineup, coincidental with the World’s 
|Fair tourism. The dancers succeed- 
|ing the zany Hartmans are Maurice 





and Cordoba, no strangers here, who 








are, of course, more legit than The 





ALWAYS WORKING 


| Hartmans. Jack Marshard’s orches- 
| tra, originally a relief combo prior 


Now in 2nd Week at the Palomar 
with Artie Shaw Band. Doubling 
at Paramount Theatre, Los Angeles. 


Booked for England in Sept. 














“Heart of the Loop” 


BREVOORT HOTEL 


Madison, east of LaSalle, Chicago 


Special Theatrical Rates 








| Not so Miss Barrett. 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS | ature into major dansapation 


attraction on its own. 


And a departure for this class 
room is Sheila Barrett, whose artistic 
mimicry doesn’t seem limited to any 
one type of room. Which, of course, 
bespeaks an elasticity unusual with 
average cafe attractions which some- 
times find themselves cataloged 
either as a mass or class type of act. 
Her takeoffs 
on Lahr, Rainer, Bankhead and 
Lillie, as they might do ‘Get Out of 
Town,’ would be as commercial at 
Loew’s State. Her Fannie Brice- 


Miss Barrett is her own best au- 
thor. 

Maurice and Cordoba, personable 
pair of terpers, do their waltz, fox 
and paso dable routine, and then 
an oddly rhythmed specialty, with 
some unusual fulcrums, lifts and 
holds that distinguished most of their 
dance ideas right along. : 
Jack Marshard, from Boston origi- 
nally, falls into the category of ‘so- 
ciety,’ dance music, which means he’s 
rhythmic but smooth, and has a 
canny knowledge of how to mix ’em 
un 

Biz seems to be on the uvbeat and 
maitre Paul, jealously bonifaceing 
‘is not Porsian Room, is smiling once 
again. For some months the St. 
Regis’ ice show had been cutting too 
deeply into many a class hotel. 
Nicholas d’Amico is the alternate 
cocktail band for the afternoon 
dansants. Abel. 


ROSE BOWL, CHI 


Chicago, April 29. 


Willie Shore, Freddie’ Fisher’s 
orch, Arman & Gilbert, Lillian 


Graves, Mary Jane Brown, Gladys 
Palmer. 





The Rose Bowl is becoming Chi- 
cago’s champ gag cafe. With this at- 
mosphere of anything for laughs, the 
spot is doing strong biz nightly. 

It took some time for this little 
swank spot, hidden away on the 
northside near the Hi-Hat, 885,°Col- 
ony and Minuet, to hit its stride. But 
it has now caught on and its capacity 
of 100 is nearly too small. 


During the embryo period of the 
nitery, Willie Shore has been the 
main cog in the build-up as m. c. and 
general hand-shaker and _ comic. 
Every show he does is different and 
new. He sings: he talks; he dances; 
he clowns; he does bits; he sits with 
the customers and once he has met 
anybody he remembers ’em the next 
time and calls ’em by their first 
name. What Durante was to the 
Dover Club, what Jack White is to 
his spot, Will'e Shore is to Chicago 
cafe life. The only thing Shore has 
to worry about is getting out of Chi- 
cago. He is getting to be as much 
a part of this town as was Joe Frisco 
and Joe Lewis. 
Freddie Fisher’s old Shnicklefritz 
band seems to have caught on around 
here. With a buildup over the WGN 
wire, its peculiar brand of noisy 
honky-tonk, but amusing music, has 
clicked. 
Arman and Gilbert, two young- 
sters, do a stylized tap routine neat- 
ly. Lillian Graves goes over well 
with her sophisticated singing, while 
Mary Jane Brown comes through 
nicely with her solo hoofing turn. 
Lastly. but surely not finally, 
comes Gladys Palmer, colored gal, 
who is a solid sender at the Plane. 
old, 


Opera House, H’wood 





Hollywood, April 27. 
Charlie Withers, Karen Nielson, 
Patsy Moran, Wheaton Chambers, 
Anitra Sparrow, Sefton Gaige, Wil- 
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liam Newell, C. Whitney Sheely, 
Jack Smith, Jack Brown, Bob Owen, 
Pat Moran, Toni La Rue, Mark Lin- 


der, Joe and Lou Caits, George 
Leslie. 





Almost everything in the way of 
show biz has been tried at this mid- 
Hollywood site, recently the Barn, 
with the same disastrous results. 
This looks like another candidate for 
meaners row. Russell Owen and 
William Francis Dugan hit upon 
what looked like a fertile idea, but 
the execution thereof is strictly 
crossroads stuff. Calculating that a | 
cross between or a combination of 
‘The Drunkard’ and Federal the- 





atre’s “‘Two-a-Day’ would bring them 
running was not such bad arithmetic, 
but poor material and paucity of tal- 
ent nullified their good intentions. 

Two-hour show is a mixture of 
very old films, gags and situations 
of similar vintage, a lineup of what 
must pass for vaudeville and Charlie 
Withers’ dated opry house turn. All 
his old contraptions and breakaway 
gimmicks are still doing duty and 
good for an occasional laugh, but it’s 
too familiar and not near as funny 
as it was 20 years ago. 

Only resemblance to ‘The Drunk- 
ard’ is the giveaway of beer and 
sandwiches. The souse is in its 
sixth year here and still doing busi- 
ness. In the vaude and Bowery Fol- 
lies section the only performers rat- 
ing distinction are Pat and Patsy 
Moran and the Caits Bros. Pat 
Moran does a stew tumble act that 
puts to shame most of the others. 
Patsy has a showmanly way about 
her and pines a few old-timers for 
nostalgic effect. Caits Bros. are tap- 
pers from 'way back. Mark Linder's 
staging of Bowery Follies is hammy, 








that their original No. 18 address 
should shortly house the Onyx Club 
(Joe Helbock’s). All of which means 
that Jack White and his zanies have 
moved into a newer and! -~er room, 
better air-conditioned, but despite 
the new setting it’s the same libretto. 
Or, more literally, it’s a different 
libretto every night, because White, 


never work the same way twice. 
Their mate-sial is constantly 

switched and shifted, and their ad 

libs are inspired by exigency, not 


lers. That’s surefire fodder for the 
kiddies, who know how to give an 
out-of-order customer a 
down, and they don’t spare 
horses, whether in or out of the pro- 
fesh. On the night caught (Satur- 
day), with the World’s Fair visitors 
swelling the usually jampacked turn- 
out, one radio announcer seemingly 
forgot he was off the air. Hyers 
tackled him, as the spieler’s wise- 
cracks came during his specialty. 


or presumably to discourage lolling 
at the bar, a new thing in niteries 


|of this al fresco character is the $2 


minimum tab per person at the 
standup perches. It’s a $3 minimum 
cneck on Saturdays at tables; $2.50 
weekdays. 


Bandbox, which Jack White and his 
partners unsuccessfully tried to put 
over last fall. So they’ve now 
moved in, taking over the lease. 
Per usual, White and his whip- 
crack assistant wits, Harrington and 
Hyers, at the alternate mikes, main- 
tain a fast barrage of furious fun- 
nies. 

There’s a little more rostrum room 
in the new spot, also, for those ter- 
rible blackouts, which, drunk 
sober, are undeniable ir 
comedy. 

Jerry Kruger scat-sings and the 
rest of the zany crew are perfect 
foils for the threesome. Abel. 


HOTEL NEW YORKER 


Nate Walley & Edith Dustman, Vera 
Hruba, Douglas Duffy, May Judels, 
Ice Ballet (6), Ross MacLean, Jan 
Garber orch. 


their broad 








Clicking with ice shows at his Ho- 
tel New Yorker since 1936, Ralph 
Hitz is repeating the idea with an 
even more elaborate miniature re- 
vue on runners that’s surefire fodder 
for the Fair bunch. As a matter of 
fact, it’s surefire entertainment gen- 
erally. And, of course, the ice-show 
association is a natural for the warm 
weather, 

The Terrace Room has been com- 
pletely done over, a usual stunt with | 
Hitz with almost every new band or | 
show that he brings in. This time the 
maestro is Jan Garber who, like his 
predecessor, Henry Busse, is on the 
sweet-hot style, rather than in the 
bounce band idiom. Garber is a ra- 
dio fave west of the Hudson and the 
booking is a bright idea on that score 
alone. 

The decor of the room has cleverly 
captured a St. Moritz atmosphere, 
making an effective background for 
the show on the portable ice rink 
that extends from under the band- 
stand. The panels also re-create | 
stereoptican snowfall effects and | 
while the recent New York tempera- | 
ture has the natives yearning for | 
some really hot weather, when it | 
does come the air-conditioned Ter- 


(Continued on page 43) | 








Pat Harrington, Frankie Hyers, et al, | 


the least of which may be any heck- | 


dressing | 
the | 


Under the influence of prosperity, | 


The No. 20 new room is the old | 


Or | 


| 











Anna Pavlowa was retiring. She. 
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i W. C. Fields ‘Scarlett O’Hara’ is an- . 
e e other broad lampoon. equally adept CLUB 18, N. Y. 
N ht Cl b Revi 9 for the swank Plaza’s Persian Room : , * 15 YEARS AGOe 
Ug’ u CWSs or a madcap 52d street bistro. PR | awe . sagt ee 
Robert Morley, in swingo, segues | Frankie yers, ordon ndrews 
ai|into a peach of | topical gy orch (6), Jerry Kruger. (From Vaniety) 
, : new, of course—dealing with three 
centre stage for the dancing sessions. ° : 7 Sole 
PARADISE, N. Y. It’s the aaa! excellent Himber mu- 4 te Fy fw ne a Jon os It’s characteristic of this madcap 
sic, but, at times, the brass is a little ha ee rene a standout finale |J0imt that the Club 18 should now | was nearly 50. 
Richard Himber’s orch  (14),' too forte under the low ceiling. Him-| written by Dana Suesse. Otherwise be located at No. 20 West 52d, and 





A VARIETY reporter, posing as a 
film aspirant, helped expose a fake 
picture school in Los Angeles. 





The Charlie Winninger ang 
Blanche Ring combo went over big 
}at the Hipp, New York. Clark and 
McCullough were at the Palace 
al.ng with Bea Bernie’s band, Cliff 
| Edwards and Trixie Friganza. Ole 
| Olsen’s band was at the Fifth Ave, 
|}and Eva Tanguay neaded the 8ilst 
St. card. 








Five hours of entertainment com- 
prised the annual Equity show at 
the Met, N. Y. Joe Santley pro- 
duced, 





‘Cobra’ rated well in its Broadway 
debut at the Hudson. Dorothy 
Peterson, Louis Calhern, Ralph Mor- 
gan and Judith Anderson were in 
the cast. 


Shaw’s ‘St. Joan’ broke the house 
record at the New, London. Play 
had been slammed by the critics. 








Walter Hampden, in ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac,’ claimed a record for a 
revival, 179 performances. Jane 
| Cowl's ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ which 
got 150 performances, was second. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Catherine Brody back to Spring- 
field, Mo., with an o.k. 

Town fathers trying to cut this 
city’s seven-cop force to five. 

Dr. Wariner (Will Rogers) Wood- 
ruff passing out smokes. It’s a girl 

Herbert Carlson, who did _ his 
comebacking here, is now with War- 
|ner Bros. in Kansas City. 

In for operation at the general hos- 
nital are Johnny DiGiovanni, Jack 
Edwards, Grace McDonald and Frank 
Horvard. 

Comings and goings: Jack Eskins 
to the Big Town after years at the 
Will Rogers. Mrs. Mannie Lowy to 
N. Y. to mitt her folks. Dick Willis, 
Hotel Saranac m. c., to Brockton, 
Mass., on biz. George Anderson to 
Brooklyn to hello his frau and 
brother. Ned Walsh to Boston, 
Mass. Mrs. Charley Bordley back 
from the west and a West Indies 
cruise. Phil Wolf, Mrs. Fred Esslin- 
fer and Leo Abbott, all from New 
York, ogling the Rogers and mitting 
their relatives, 

(Write to those who are iil.) 














Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 














Any Person 
knowing the whereabouts of 


HAROLD HARRIS 


Please communicate with 


DOROTHY NEWBERG 
4700 Broadway New York 

















Personal Management: 


HELLO FRIENDS AT HOME AND ABROAD 
THE INTERNATIONAL HUMORIST 


BILLY RAYES 


JUST CONCLUDED 


4 weeks, Waldorf-Astoria, New York 

6 weeks, Palmer House, Chicago 

3 weeks, Drake and Blackstone, Chicago 
6 weeks, Stevens Hotel, Chicago 


NOW PLAYING 
CHICAGO THEATRE, CHI. 


Next, with SHEP FIELDS 
May 5, Orpheum, 
May 12, Orpheum, Minneapolis 


EDDIE ELKORT, MCA 


Sioux City 
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the only real laugh being the four 


vounds. The quartet is brutal. 





tiny tots, each weighing around 250 | 
Helm. ' 


MAY 8TH, EMPIRE, 
Direction M-C-A 





Originators Performing Marionettes Full View of Audience 


S O N FAITH | 


LONDON, ENGLAND 
Europe: CHAS. TUCKER 
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(Continued from page 42) 


race Room and its general atmos- 
phere will dispel any climactic dis- 
comfort. : . 

The show, staged by Katie Schmidt, 
who recently put on an ice ballet at 
Madison Square Garden, is a fast- 
moving revue. The six girls are 
lookers and expert skaters. Nate 
Walley and Edith Dustman get top 
billing, but Vera MHruba, young 
Czecho; Douglas Duffy, 
and May Judels, specialist, are 
equally adept. 

Walley-Dustman are fancy skaters, 
the former an undefeated figure- 
skating champion. 
ly and in duo. Duffy’s Pagliacci and 
drunk (in tails) routines, Miss 
Hruba’s rhumba and ‘Deep Purple’ 
solo and the featured pair’s neat 
waltz double are individual stand- 
ouis. 

Jan Garber is a hard worker on 
the rostrum, cutting up in showman- 
ly style. Lee Bennett, Rudy Rudisill 
and Fritz Heilbron are his featured 
vocalists, all seasoned members of 
the Garber team, and as effective 
here as with the Catalina Island 
(Calif.) customers, with whom 
they’ve long been faves. 
Lean m.c.s skillfully, using a mike 
annunciator to point up the skating 
niceties. Abel. 


OHIO VILLA, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, April 28. 
Richard Stuart & Flora Lea, Lester 
Cole’s Debs (7), Jackson, Stone & 
Reeve, Two Albins, Poll-Mar Girls 
daa Katz, Freddie Carlone’'s 
orch. 


Ohio Villa blew into its third 
season last week flossed up with a 
reputed $30,000 worth of redecora- 
tions, a new hotel-like cuisine and 
a higher-budgeted entertainment 

licy that makes it the undisputed 

0. 1 flash nitery of this northern 
Ohio section. 

That rating can be only slightly 














“3 BUSY B'S” 
HEBE 


RUCE 
and 
ETTYE 


Now 
ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


\ eneinieenenieimmimeneniememl 


HARRY RICHMAN Sez: 


‘LORD & STEWART, 


19, Albemarle Street, 
LONDON, W. 1. 
Are England’s Best Tailors.’ 








comedian; | 


They work sing- | 


Ross Mec- | 











qualified. It’s on a@ persona non 
grata standing with local conserva- 
tive papers, but spot ballyhoos ex- 
travagantly in 14 out-of-town sheets. 
In addition to having the heaviest 
spenders on its mailing lict, its 
initial show in merit tops all the 
downtown spots. A _ gratis $250 
bingo game with Sabbath dinners 
is another magnetizing gesture 
that’s cutting into rivals’ trade. 

Jackson, Stone and Reeve carry 
the chief billing, but smartest 
articles are Richard Stuart and 
Flora Lea, slick ballroom team. 
Duo’s work is spontaneous and fresh 
jas they zip througn a top-hat num- 
ber, There’s particular finesse in a 
| vivid bolero nd they do some dra- 
| matic spins. 

Lester Coles’ Debutantes are a 
good example of smoothly co-ordi- 
nated voices that are ear-cajolers 
when they get together in a medley 
combining ‘Some One’ and ‘Shubert 
Serenade.’ ix femmes are extra 
tall, but nice lookers in their white 
silk strapless gowns, The ace, of 
course, is Cole, whose rich baritone 
and genial manner give every num- 
ber a snap. 

Husky guy with long alligator 
| hair and half-pint gal, who make 
up the two Albins, do a rib-tickling 
burlesque of adagio terpers. Latter 
is a mugger who keeps up smart 
| pantomime in clowning spins and 
| smacking falls. Hydraulically oper- 
ated stage is lowered 22 inches for 
their best gag—a back-slide by gal 
under a table off the floor. Six 
Poll-Mar Girls are being kept four 
weeks as house chorus and are well 
worth it. 

After these class acts, Jackson, 
Stone and Reeve seem rather corny, 
but they’re the comedy exclamation 
points of Frank Sennes’ show. 
Straight man is Cy Reeves, who 
m.c.s and tears off some okay steps. 
Chubby Stone takes the lead in 
scorching parodies, gags and Yiddish 
skits in an explosive manner. It’s 
barrelhouse stuff, sometimes too 
rough, but he overdoes it and never 
knows when to quit. Eddie Jackson, 
veteran of the former Clayton, 
Jackson and Durante team, tightens 
up the team’s business. He troupes 
it up to the hilt in ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 

Freddie Carlone’s crew is on the 
| smooth side for dance rhythms. For 
three-a-night revues, baton is taken 
over by Mickey Katz, formerly of 
RKO Palace’s pit, who does a very 
expert job of accenting the difficult 
music. Sharper tempo is needed, 
for room has seating capacity of 
| 500. Dinners, beginning at $1.50, 
| comparable to downtown nesieesee. 

‘ull, 














Hawaiian Blue Room 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. 0.) 


New Orleans, April 30. 
George Olsen’s orch, Tanner Sis- 
ters, Joan Miller & Tommy Massey, 
Herb Harris, Jerry Munson & Gloria 
Hart, Imogene Coca. 








George Olsen’s crew took the Ha- 
waiian Blue Room here in such a 
way that a sophisticated first-night 
audience forgot its dignity to par- 
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An Open Letter to Milton Berle 





Dear Milton: 


terrific and the box-office 
story in resounding style. 


here in Baltimore. 


P.S. 


Aside from a great 


the way... I've 


It’s a darn nice feeling nowadays for a theatre 
manager to voluntarily write a fan letter to an act. 
We've had many smash show layouts at the Hippo- 
drome, but I don’t recall ever witnessing before such 
a spontaneous and really enthusiastic audience response 
such as you experienced here last week. 


to you, and may you always be as funny as you were 


Sincerely, 


you... I’m paying my dough for this ad... and by 


ment for you following your International Casino date. 


It was really 
told the rest of the pleasant 
My heartiest congratulations 


I. M. RAPPAPORT. 


week . .. Here’s another one for 


already discussed a repeat engage- 
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Now On Tour with 


LOEW'S STATE, 


ANDY IONA 


And His ISLANDERS 


ELEANOR POWELL 
NEW YORK, NOW 

















PATRICIA 





BALLERINA 


VERSAILLES FOR TWO WEEKS 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


BOWMAN 


ticipate in the informal frolicking. 

A comedy dance contest—a bottle | 
of champagne to the winning couple | 
—sets the informality keynote. 

The opening was a New Orleans 
homecoming for the Tanner Sisters, | 
Mickey, Martha and Betty, who 
score with their dancing and har- 
mony. After a bad nasal start, 
Gloria Hart comes through with two 
songs. Joan Miller and Tommy Mas- 


Herb Harris, of the orchestra, 
drum solos to delight the jitterbugs. 
Jimmy Brierly, another orchestra 
member, with swell pipes, was called 
back for several encores at the open- 


sey click with their taps. 





er. Jerry Munson’s burlesque on 
opera and his takeoff on a jitterbug 
is tops, 

Imogene Coca’s hilarious _ strip 
tease is standout. Olsen’s interpre- 
tation of a big butter-and-esg-man 
in a night club, aided by two stooges, 
is also a high spot. Luiz. 


LE MIRAGE, N. Y. 


Bob Maurice, Betja Milskaya, 
Stanley Evans, Virginia McNaugh- 
ton, The New Yorkers orch (5). 





Frank Cerutti has a neat little 


which Cerutti has always been 
known, the combination of the show 


and the $2 table d’hote is great 
value. Bob Maurice, a new face 
hereabouts, having been on the 


Coast, is a personable m.c., and paces 
the other three turns in bright style. 
Betja Milskaya is a Viennese refu- 
gee, said to have owned her own 
niteries in the Austrian capital B.H. 
—before Hitler. She’s of the ‘Con- 
tinental diseuse’ school of song- 
stresses, as the Americans have been 
known to call ’em—i.e., shé sings im- 
pressionistically in foreign lan- 
guages, At the show caught, she 
opened with a Russky-German nov- 
elty and did a French-type ditty. 
Stanley Evans is a cultured tenor 
who does pop ballads, like ‘The Night 
Was Young’ (circa Billy Rose’s Casa 
Manana, Ft. Worth), and ‘Donna Mo- 
bile’ (circa Metopera). What’s more 
he does both styles equally well. 
Virginia McNaughton is a dance 
specialist, and the affable Ricardo, 
ner usual, is at the door. Abel. 


Cafe Chirper Attacked 
With Hammer; Man Held 


Philadelphia, May 2. 
Charlotte White, 23, nitery chirper, 


was injured when the operator of a 
traveling puppet show attacked her 
on the street at 4 a.m. last Friday 
(28) with a hammer. Caught later, 
the attacker identified himself as 
Alfred Ireland, 34. He testified that 
he was drunk and didn’t know why 
he had struck Miss White. He was 
held in $2,500 bail. Miss White had 
several stitches taken in her head. 
Reda Parker, terper in a Chester, 
Pa., nitery, suffered a broken leg 
Saturday morning (29) when an 
auto in which she was a passenger, 
turned over. She was being taken 
home in an auto driven by Jack Kay, 
assistant manager of the nitery in 
which she worked, when the acci- 
dent occurred. 


Harry Savoy Bkpt. 
Harry Savoy, actor, living at 215 
West 91st street, N. Y., filed a volun- 
tary petition of bankruptcy in the 
N.Y. federal court yesterday (Tues), 
listing no assets and liabilities of 
$2,000. 

The largest debt, $1,500, is owed 
the Simon Agency on a judgment 
obtained in 1937. 














Burlesque Reviews 








GAIETY, N. Y. 








Georgia Sothern, June March, 
Betty Rowland, Louise Stewart, 
Shorty McAllister, Stinky Fields, 
Bert Grant, Boob McManus, Max} 
tama Sahji, Chet Atland, Line | 
(15). 





Judged by talent, the current 
Gaiety show is good. That’s all it 
has to offer. 

Reunited team of Stinky Fields | 
and Shoriy McAllister, plus Boob 
McManus and Max Furman, who are 


straighted by Bert Grant, pace! 
|through a variety of old comedy | 
situations. However, the delivery 





ifront pews. 
| show at his class Le Mirage on East 
d4th, in the El Morocco belt, and |smoother and liked. Louise Stewart | 
coupled with an excellent cuisine for lis satisfying, though average, but| 


puts a slightly different light on the 
lines occasionally. 

Georgia Sothern’s bombastic bump- 
ing opens the strippers’ turns. She 
prefaces her stint with a talk-sing, 
original vocal, ‘I’ve Got Something 
for You,” then tosses cigarets to its 


Peel never changes its 


noisy course. June March is 


Betty Rowland wears patience thin | 
| with her lengthy, monotonous strut. 
She waltzes a mile before the cur-| 
tain payoff and it’s not worth the ef- 
ifort of watching and waiting. One, 
| thing is particularly noticeable in the | 
| work of all four; they keep pretty | 
well covered. 

Work of the line is avefage. House 
luses eight ponies and seven show- 
girls, all okay on looks, etc. Pro- | 
|duction veers towards the World’s | 
Fair. Opening bit salutes the navy, | 
in town for the Fair’s opening, with 
Chet Atland piping ‘We Saw the Sea’ 
and a dummy gun turret discharging 
blank cartridges. Closer is more 
pointed and uses Atland and the 
Fair’s theme tune, ‘Dawn of a New 
Day,’ while showgirls parade dia- 
phonous arm pieces mounted with | 
trylons and perispheres. Atland | 
works in skits, too. 

Sahji is an interpretive dancer. 
She breaks in on a neat production 
turn based on the tune, ‘While a 
Cigaret Was Burning.’ Comes on 
smoking what’s probably supposed to 
ibe taken for a reefer, which induces 
her jungle-style hop with bumps 
aplenty. Okay. 


CONTINENTAL, N. Y. 

















Line (20), Jean Bedini, 
Faye, Bert Marx, Harry Rose, Bert 
Grant, Leon Murray, Murray White, 
Margie Kelly, June Taylor, Marie | 
Cord, Stephie Lee, Myrna Dee, Wyn 
& Herwin, 





This is the Continental’s second try 
with burley under the same manage- 
ment. First attempt, produced by 
Allan Gilbert, shut for unexplained 
reasons after a short stay. Reopened 
a week ago, with the World’s Fair 
influx obviously in mind. 

Eddie Lynch is producing, and 
while he’s not as spectacular as Gil- 
bert, his efforts are just as strong in 
colorful settings, fine costuming, 
good lighting and better-than-aver- 
age dance routines. However, that’s 
all the 110-minute show has to offer. 

House itself is not intimate enough 
for burlesque. Originally a picture 
theatre, it’s deep, with the last row 
of the orchestra quite distant from 
the stage, in comparison to other 
houses using burlesque. Beyond 
that, too, is a balcony, only slightly 
raised, 

The veteran Jean Bedinil, who) 
m.c.s., gets the show underway with | 
a short plea anent appreciation; ef- 
forts of the company, etc. Opener 


Herbie | 


tapstress, breaks into the middle of 
it with a meaningless try. 


Following are the usual dance 
nuinbers, skits and peels, with the 
former predominant. Wyn and Her- 
win, a dance act recently returned 
from England, and introed by Bedini 
as straight from the Roxy (N. Y.), 
come in midway. Their terps are 
appreciated. First it’s a dual soft 
shoe, then male alone in semi-acro, 
and girl solo in hard-shce taps, fol- 


lowed by both tapping to ‘Hold 
Tight,’ with the boy tossing in a 
| juggling routine as he dances. 
There’s comparatively little un- 
dravery. Line keeps itself pretty 


well covered, as do the showgirls. 

Comedy of Herbie Faye, Bert Marx 
and Harry Rose, straighted by Bert 
Grant, means little: it’s the same old 
stuff. The ‘Dentist’s Office,’ ‘I Want 
a Baby’ and ‘Hotel Lobby’ bits are 
used, among others. In the hotel 
scene Grant says: ‘Do you have a 
reservation?’ Marx draws giggles 
with ‘What the hell do I look like, 
an Indian?’ Which is an indication 
of the Joemiller style of comedy. 
But the biggest slice of it is just dirty 
rather than double entendre. 

As a straight, too, Bedini gives the 
restaurant scene a new twist with 


ismart juggling of plates and bottles. 


Faye also tosses in something a lit- 
tle different for burley. Sings ‘Trees’ 
with his own lyrics and ‘That Old 
Feeling’, smutty parody. 

Finale number uses the line in a 
bit akin to the Roxyettes’ drum 
number, girls beating skins in march 
time while Murray White and Leon 
Murray pipe ‘I Love a Parade’ and 
‘God Bless America.’ Work of two 
singers throughout is generally satis- 
fying, although at tines much too 
loud. White’s diction is very bad in 
one tune. 


AUSTRALIA and 
NEW ZEALAND 


ARTISTS DESIRING A PLEASANT 
TRIP TO the Antipodes and the 
,§ South Seas should communicate with 
the RECOGNIZED BOOKING 
AGENCY FOR AUSTRALASIA, 


Australian conditions provide for 2 
shows only daily and no Sunday 
work. Send lowest salaries, all par- 
ticulars, dates and photos to 


FAMOUS ARTISTS AND 
PRODUCTION AGENCY 


Stuart F. Doyle, Managing Director 
State Theatre rk Sydney 
Cables—‘‘Featurus,” Sydney 











New York Representative 
M. L. WILLSON 


Walker & Redman, 39 Broadway 
New York 














JOE 
TERMINI 


with JEAN HAMILTON 
and BOB DU HART 
MANCHESTER 
HIPPODROME 





is a French setting that’s riot of | 
color. Wyn of Wyn and Herwin, | 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 





Henry Busse’s orch (18), with Vi 
Mele, Dick Wharton, Ducky Young, 
Hal LeRoy, Billy Gilbert, Shirley 


Ross, Lanny Ross; ‘Lady’s from Ken- 
tucky’ (Par), reviewed in VARIETY, 
April 12. 


This is one of the Paramount 
shows that tones down the high sal- 
ried name band angle in order to 
fring in a supporting layout of 
name personalities within approxi- 
mately the same budget. Though 
Henry Busse’s band (New Acts), 
which finished at the New Yorker 
hotel, N. Y., last week, isn’t the type 
to excite shagging in the aisles, it’s 
a click crew. Coupled with the 
screen and radio personalities, the 
setup spells solid entertainment. 

Five-ply draw of Busse, Hal Le- 
Roy, Billy Gilbert, Shirley Ross and 
Lanny Ross undoubtedly will be felt 
at the b.o., despite the so-so notices 
accorded the screen fare, The Par 
has plenty of competish currently, 
with Fred Waring at the Strand and 
Eleanor Powell at the State. 

Rising from the pit to its recog- 
nized ‘When Day Is Done’ theme, 
Busse’s band gives a good impres- 
sion from the opening gun. It’s neat- 
ly laid out on the stand and smartly 
dressed. This is the first theatre 
appearance for Busse with a crew 
which he almost entirely rebuilt re- 
cently with local 802 (N. Y.) musi- 
cians. Leader gets his two vocalists, 
Vi Mele and Dick Wharton, out of 
the way immediately, putting both 
on in the first few minutes. Miss 
Mele does the currently popular 
‘And the Angels Sing’ and Wharton 
is on piping “When Day Is Done,’ the 
band’s theme which is repeated in 
almost production style by Busse. 
Trumpet man Ducky Young does a 
specia ty later. 

Band’s backing of the talent is 
fine. Hal LeRoy leads off in sock 
fashion with several routines tapped 
out in the usual smooth LeRoy style. 
His terping appears effortless and 
occasionally rings in comical aspects 
via original bits bordering on the 
eccentric. First is a edy bit, fol- 
lowed by a rhythm built on the tune 
‘This Is It,’ then a capper to the 
tune ‘Say It with Taps,’ announced 
as written specially for him. 

With a comedy stint based some- 
what on the style of the old burley 
‘Who’s on first base’ routine, Billy 
Gilbert holds the house 100°. He’s 
straightened by Harry Tang, an old 
hand at comedy himself. Act is a 
switch on what Gilbert has done in 
previous personals. Then he used 
a Greek restaurant-owner _ skit, 
which in turn was based on a film 
stint. Confines of the Par stage has 
him working in a cook’s getup, and 
the sneeze routine is worked in and 
given more elaborate treatment than 
heretofore. Act is smoothly paced, 
and gags and busine- are excep- 
tionally well timed. 

Shirley Ross is a repeat, screen 
player having played the house 
within the past two months. She 
varies her singing with a session at 
the piano to good effect and re- 
sponse. Getaway is ‘Blow, Gabriel, 
Blow,’ followed by ‘Little Echo’ 
done in straight and swing tempo, 
then a shift to the keys for Ravel’s 
‘Pavanne’ and its derivation, ‘Lamp 
Is Low.’ Her encore is ‘Ladies in 
Love’ from the forthcoming ‘Some 
Like It Hot’ film. Tune has possi- 
bilities and got her off in grand 


style. 

Band breaks in here for a spe- 
cialty comedy bit from Du Young 
of the trumpet section and ‘Begin 
the Beguine,’ preceding Lanny Ross. 
Latter’s turn built on his Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade radio show, but 
this doesn’t come in till after he gets 
‘Penny Serenade’ and “‘There’s a Lit- 
tle Bit of Heaven’ out of the way. 
Then it’s ‘Our Love,’ ‘Deep Purple’ 
and ‘Heaven Can Wait’ in that order 
and announced in Hit Parade style. 

Speed Riggs, who does the tobac- 
co auctioneer’s chant on Parade, is 
then brought on for a demonstration. 
Isn’t much, but it neatly cues the 
fadeout. Ross tries the chant, then 
Billy Gilbert and Shirley Ross, with 
LeRoy tapping it out. Busse gives it 
a whirl on his horn, which fades 
into the tune ‘Veni-Veni,’ accompan- 
ied by Don Baker at the organ. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


' Los Angeles, April 29. 
Maria __ Belita, arvey Karels, 
‘Whitey’ Roberts, Jimmy Hadreas, 
The D’Espys (3), Judy Starr, Fan- 
chonettes; ‘Union Pacific’ (Par). 


Stage unit framed by Fanchon & 
Marco as adjunct to ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) on screen runs heavily to 
dancing but is worthwhile fare. With 
exception of holdover Judy Starr, 
swing-singer, who also m.c.s, all acts 
offer some diversified type of terpsi- 


chore. 

Outstanding is the closing number, 
a classical dance by Maria Belita, as- 
sisted by Harvey Karels, with the 
Fanchonettes joining. Number is 














colorful, expertly staged and skill- 
fully executed. . 

Following number by 
Fanchonettes, with Dickey Thomp- 


one of them, i show off 
with a brief song interlude. The 
D’Espys, male and two femmes, 
t unique adagio turn which 
way mob at opening show to- 


itey’ Roberts, doubling from 





the Palomar, where he’s with the 
Artie Shaw orchestra, offers numer- 
ous types of rae dancing, at which 
he’s aces. Following this with a 
baton manipulation while stepping, 
Roberts then shows his dexterity as 
a plate juggler, being assisted in this 
phase by an attractive and accom- 
plished femme. ’ 
Jimmy Hadreas follows with an- 
other dancing routine, most of it 
rhythm and jigtime stuff, which he 
does expertly. Miss Starr at this 
point interjects three swing numbers, 
her best being ‘A-Tisket”  __ 
Then into the finale, with Miss 
Belita and Karels doing a dance 
which they’ve labeled ‘Deep Purple,’ 
Fanchonettes joining for a colorful 
finish. Edwa. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, April 30. 
Joe Sanders’ orch, Jane Kaye, 
George Givot, Dixie Dunbar & 
Jimmy Byrnes, Ken & Roy Paige; 
‘Return of Cisco Kid’ (20th). 





Wise booking of three good acts to 
augment the Sanders band help 
make this show a winner. Few or- 
chestras can carry the burden on 
their own without the support of 
strong talent, and this one is no ex- 
ception. 

Ken and Roy Paige is the first of 
the added acts to work. Although 
on very early, they manage to make 
their comedy rough-house antics ef- 
fective. Their routine of face-slap- 
ping, falls and dives into the orches- 
tra pit is punctuated with steady 
laughs. ; 
Dixie Dunbar works in the mid- 
dle of the bill to good returns. She 
has a new partner, Jimmy Byrnes, 
ene Tommy Wonder, who ap- 
peared here with her previously. 
Byrnes’ stature and style is well 
suited to Miss Dunbar and the team 
beats out 10 minutes of nice tapping. 
It is neatly broken up to allow her 
to do one vocal specialty and to give 
Byrnes a solo dance ::wi ber while 
she changes wardrobe for the finish. 
George Givot is spott 1 next-to- 
closing and it’s no trouble at all for 
him to hold down the spot. His act 
has not played here before, and his 
Greek dialect comedy ties up the 
show. He had to do two encore 
numbers at show caught. 

Sanders’ orch opens the show with 
‘Whirling Dervish,’ play ‘Funny Old 
Hills’ and use ‘Limehouse Blues’ as 
a closing number. The band never 
really gets established with the <::di- 
ence, and Sanders makes a mistake 
in being seated off to one side of the 
stage at the piano throughout the 
show. He has a pleasing stage per- 
sonality, but it is lost because he 
introduces all the acts over a stand 
mike while seated at the keyboard. 
In his vocal on ‘Funny Old Hills’ 
and his singing of his theme at the 
final curtain easily wins the audi- 
ence. 

Jane Kaye, the band’s vocalist, 
sings ‘The Man I Love’ and ‘Deep 
Purple’ with moderate success. Red 
Hodgson, comedian, comes down 
from the brass section to do a couple 
of special numbers. He relies on the 
usual trumpet imitations of Clyde 
McCoy and Henry Busse as his 
finishing stint. 

Show’s running time is 58 minutes 
and biz was good Saturday after- 
noon (29), second of five shows. 
Kiley. 


ROXY, ATLANTA 


Atlanta, April 27. 
Gae Foster Roxyettes (16), White 
& Manning, Frank Payne, Foy Har- 
ris, Virginia Mayo & Pansy (3), 
Helen Morgan, Mike Segal’s house 
band (14); ‘Change of Heart’ (20th). 


Helen Morgan’s forte warbling, 
plus three nifty routines by Roxy- 
ettes and Pansy, the Horse, for nov- 
elty, combine to make this one of the 
strongest bills Roxy has put together 
since it lighted up three months ago. 

Miss Morgan, strikingly clad in 
white evening formal with black lace 
trim, gives out her repertoire stand- 
bys, ‘Make Believe I Love You,’ ‘My 
Bill,’ ‘I Hadn’t Anyone Till You’ and 
‘My Heart Stood Still.” For an en- 
core she sings ‘Can’t Help Loving 
That Man’ and had to beg off. Ac- 
companiment by Lew Hood is satis- 
factory. 

Show starts with ‘Peer Gynt’s Nut- 
cracker Suite’ selections by house 
band. followed by a Spanish dance 
routine by line. ts are introduced 
over p.a. system by Eleanor Black- 
burn, from line. Mixed team, Harry 
A. White and Alice Manning, con- 
tinue Spanish motif in their okay 
burlesque adagio, plus acrobatics. 

Frank Payne, spotted next, gets 
over with his impersonations of ra- 
dio characters. Roxyettes’ second 
number is a ballet. Lighting on this 
number is masterly. Foy Harris, 
Roxy’s singing usher, warbles over 
p.a. system, 

Next to Miss Morgan, a 
honors on this show went to 
the Horse. Andy 4 is forepart 
of horse and Nonny rtin occupies 
aft end, with Virginia Mayo acting 
as ri ter. iss Morgan is 
et next and finale is a swing 
‘Loch Lomond’ by Roxyettes. This 
is a repeat routine. 

Show’s clocked in 50 min and 
biz at this catching, second two 








lause 





shows coening day, Lees | (27), 
was about half a house. ce. 


STATE, N. Y. 





Titan Trio, 
Frances Faye, Lewis & 
Eleanor Powell, Andy Iona’s Ha- 
waiians (6), Ruby Zwerling’s house 
orch; ‘Ice Follies’ (M-G). 





This is a spotty bill, but given a 
sharp entertainment and _ boxoffice 
boost by the presence of Eleanor 
Powell in the finale spot. Opener is 
a standard gymnast turn, Three 
Titans, offering their impressive 
slow-motion balancing. Skillful and 
showmanly, act clicks as always. 
Bradley Martin (New Acts), a ma- 
gician, follows with the usual hand- 
is-quicker stuff. It’s reasonably well 
done, but has no notable slants to 
attract attention. 

Frances Faye, vaude and nitery 
regular, has the third position and 
scores as usual with her slam-bang 


pair, Lewis and Ames, are in the 
semi-windup groove, offering typi- 
cal man-and-femme comedy chatter 
in the once-upon-a-time vintage. It 
was great stuff once, but now is only 
mildly funny. 

In the last spot, Eleanor Powell 
(New Acts) clicks solidly in the first 
stop of a personal appearance tour 
between pictures. Unlike the usual 
Hollywood name, she has a world of 
stuff to offer a vaude audiencé—fine 
hoofing proficiency, a winning man- 
ner, rare showmanship, attractive 
looks and becoming duds. It’s a 
natural and at the final show open- 
ing day (27) she held a packed house 
enthralled for 26 minutes. And they 
were still demanding more when she 
bowed off. Andy Iona’s Hawaiian 
instrumental sextet offers two num- 
bers as an interlude while Miss 
Powell changes costumes, then ac- 
companies her for a pair of routines 
from the pic, ‘Honolulu,’ in which 
they aypneared with her. Their start 
is a letdown after her spectacular 
tapology, but their music presently 
wins back the audience. Hobe. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, April 29. 
Roxyettes, Don Rice, Gaudsmith 
Bros., Morin Sisters, Petch & Deau- 
vitiee ‘Three Smart Girls Grow Up’ 








House is relying strictly on the 
picture for trade, with the result 
that the customers aren’t getting 
much out of the vaudeville. 
The Roxyettes are on for three 
numbers that aren’t up to standard. 
Their bicycle routine fails to meas- 
ure up to any real excitement such 
as experienced with the globe-roll- 
ing number. Petch and Deauville 
are a little boy-and-girl dance team, 
back in town after a long absence. 
They’re best with some flip-flops. 
Could change their wardrobe to bet- 
ter effect. At present they’re with- 
out flash or style. 
The Morin Sisters are a radio sing- 
ing trio from ’way back. They still 
haven’t got a vaudeville act. The 
Gaudsmiths are on early and score 
solidly with their poodles. This is 
standard vaudeville that’s welcome 
on any bill. Don Rice, the m.c., had 
difficulty getting started at show 
caught. But later, when he was per- 
mitted to go into his act, he came 
through solidly with his loud and 
hokey solo turn. His impressions of 
the nation’s heads click neatly. 
Business good at the last show 
Friday (28). Gold. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


_ Hartford, April 30. 
Les Ghezzis (2), Burns, Moriarity 
& Dell, Mary Burton, Ward & Mil- 
ford, Eddie De Lange’s orch, with 
Elissa Cooper, Sam Kaplan’s house 
band; ‘Street of Missing Men’ (Rep). 








After two weeks of mediocre and 
poor vaude bills, current divertisse- 
ment at the State stands out like a 
sore thumb. Four acts plus Eddie 
De Lange’s music fill out the layout 
and gZive general satisfaction. 

Bill is held to 59 minutes and is 
well paced. Band (13) isn major 
in ‘ve cleff department, but plays 
sufficiently well to furnish a back- 
ground for the acts and be enter- 
taining. Features several original 
compositions by maestro De Lange, 
including the Number One ‘Heaven 
Can Wait,’ as well as novelty num- 
bers. Book consists of popular 
faves. 

Composer-maestro-m.c. exudes a 
pleasing personality across’ the 
boards and exhibits a bit of show- 
manship, gagging and indulging in 
zanyisms. Does a better job at this 
than as the dignified type of leader, 
a style he previously used. Con- 
tinually fronts band, which is on 
stage all the time. 

For the opening inning De Lange 
has the band dish out a swing num- 
ber, after which his featured vocal- 
ist, Elissa Cooper, a cute looker, 
steps up to the mike to give out 
with ‘What Are Little Girls Made 
Of?’ De Lange duos with her on 
this number. Gal, formerly with the 
Hudson-De Lange combo, coes nice- 
ly with this, as well as two novelty 
n ‘Eagle Eye Finkle’ and 
‘What This Country Needs Is Foo,’ 
both later in the bill 





Spotted next are Les Ghezzis (2), 


T. Bradley Martin, 
Ames, 


been around for some time. Get re- 
sults with their hand-to-hand bal- 
ancing and with a iitterbug dance 
done on their hands. Ward and Mil- 
ford, mixed comedy team, are also 
standard. Lad, with his hoke piano 
playing, and gal, with her pseudo 
singing and crossfire patter with the 
boy, click solidly. 

Burns, Moriarity and Dell, two 
boys and a gal, register with light- 
ning fast tapping. Finish off with 
challenge work. Their legwork is 
clear and smooth. Bringing down 
the rafters is Mary Burton, lusty- 
throated vocalist. She is the top 
applause grabber and a standout as 
a singer. Miss Burton is reminiscent 
of Sophie Tucker and dishes out 
‘Melancholy Baby,’ ‘Ole Man Mose’ 
and ‘Hold Tight.’ 

Band is in the groove with ‘Sere- 
nade to a Wildcat,’ a recent record- 


pianology and vocalizing. She has a ing, t — —— of the instru- 
world of vitality and pounds the key- moi alists featured. Eck 
board within a note o its life. Her as BSCS, cK. 
Zazz-zu-zazz style is standard and 

52d street swingology. Vet vaude 


HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, May 1. 
Biltmorettes (3), Lorraine & Rog- 
nan, Frank Gaby, John Boles; ‘Four 
Girls in White’ (M-G). 





Pleasing, fast-moving layout builds 
nicely to John Boles, closing niche. 
Sock opening is by the Biltmorettes, 
three femmes, in okay acros, and 
makes excellent spot for Lorraine 
and Rognan, the deuce. Mixed duo 
essay some fair gagging, aided by 
comic contortions of the girl. Close 
with a burlesque ballroom waltz and 
encore is a strong comedy bit with 
a harmonica. Garner considerable 
laughs. Femme possesses a punchy 
flair for travesty. 


Frank Gaby, as a long-gowned 
professor, utilizes a dummy similarly 
garbed His solid ventriloquism, 
with the closing crying business, is 
still good for a begoff. Two good 
encore bits ring the bell. 


Strong reception greets appear- 
ance of John Boles, who goes di- 
rectly into a repertoire of vocals 
without fanfare or conversational 
boloney. Delivers legit versions of 
‘I See Your Face Before Me,’ ‘Rio 
Rita’ and ‘One Alone.’ Encore calls 
for an onstage change into a rube 
coat and hat, and a half-whistling 
version of ‘Waiting at the Gate,’ 
good for a series of bows. He wisely 
winds up, leaving the stubholders 
anxious for more. A good voice and 
pleasant stage presence add to his 
name value and give current layout 
just the spot it needs to round out 
the bill. 


Biz okay. Burm. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS 


Indianapolis, April 28. 
Jimmy Dorsey orch (15), Bob 
Eberle, Helen O’Connell, Ray Mc- 
Kinley, Ruthie Barnes, Oldfield & 
Ware; ‘Zenobia’ (UA). 








Playing the final week of stage 
shows for a while, house this week 
gives most of the show’s 63 minutes 
to Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra. Two 
acts, Ruthie Barnes, tapper, and Old- 
field and Ware, acro comedy, are 
hardly enough to sustain interest, 
and lack of a good talking comedy 
act makes the bill thin. Dorsey’s 
band, consisting of three trumpets, 
three trombones, four sax, and four- 
piece rhythm section, do very nicely 
with the pops, but brass section is 
too lusty on several numbers. 


Miss Barnes appears after the 
opening medley by the band for a 
couple of fast tap numbers. At show 
caught, high school kids in the audi- 
ence were tossing pennies on the 
stage, which didn’t help the effect of 
her turn. Emmett Oldfield and Ed- 
die Ware get some laughs with their 
acrobatic mixups, Oldfield’s tails 
contrasting with Ware’s bellboy out- 
fit. They finally get down to some 
serious muscle tricks for a finish. 
Act is similar to Walter Dare Wahl’s, 
who appeared at a competing house 
recently. Ware and Wahl once part- 
ners. 


Dorsey’s band opens with ‘Hono- 
lulu,’ then the maestro brings Ray 
McKinley down from the skins fora 
comedy chorus of ‘T’ain’t What Ya 
Do.’ Band gets laughs with sug- 
gestive lyrics to ‘Annie’s Cousin 
Fannie.” Si Baker shows well with 
a trumpet solo on ‘Honeysuckle 
Rose’ and was forced to encore when 
caught. Helen O’Connell, band’s vo- 
calist, is weak on voice, but long on 
blonde winsomeness, winning a salvo 
with ‘Hurry Home,’ ‘I Cried for You,’ 
‘All of Me’ and ‘Dinah.’ 


McKinley is given a spot at the 
drums for a hot session, doing 
plenty of tricks he didn’t show on 
the beat. Bob Eberle holds down 
vocal honors for the band with nifty 
baritoning of ‘Masquerade Is Over,’ 
‘D Purple’ and ‘Smoke Gets In 
Your Eyes,’ eee by Bobby 
Burns on the slush pump. Dorsey 
skilfully saxes ‘Flight of the Bumble 
Bee.’ Band follows with comedy 
version of ‘What's the Reason,’ which 
is nothing more than a stage wait. 
Finish on extra-long arrangement of 
‘Bugle Call Rag.’ If house had added 
another act and cut down on the 
band numbers, show would move 
faster. 

Biz thin at third show shins 
iley. 





standard strong-arm act, who have 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Fred Waring’s orch with 
McClintock, Stuart Churchill, Ra 
Sax, Scotty Bates, Donna Dae, Two 
Bees and a Honey, Les Paul Trig 
with Jimmy Atkins, Gordon Good. 
man, Ferne, Waring Glee Club; ‘Con. 
fessions of a Nazi Spy’ (WB), re. 
viewed in this issue. 





Poley 





Fred Waring mentioned in a 
throwaway line Friday night (28) 
that the last time he played the 
Strand was way back in 1923. That 


may be taken as the text for a few 
remarks on the truism that show. 
manship which revitalizes itself pe. 
riodically can survive and prosper 
through a full generation. There 
have been a few monotonous pla- 
teaus in the career of the Pensy]- 
vanians, but only a few. Most of 
the time the orchestra has been 
striding from peak to peak. And what 
is being dished up currently is one 
of the best of the many bests. 

Presently the emphasis is strongly 
upon comedy. With only one sam- 
ple of over-doing it, the entertain- 
ment skips along in gay spirit with 
giggles punctuating the action stead- 
ily. Now and again it is as hokey 
and as funny as the best the aver- 
age next-to-closing turn achieves, 
Yet always smart, disarming and in 
taste. All this on top of the various 
single and combination specialties 
provide a happy antidote to the grim 
mood of the Strand’s feature, ‘Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy.’ 


There are a couple of crude mo- 
ments and bits in the ‘Hold Tight’ 
number by the Two Bees and a 
Honey. After an infectious start, the 
routine plunges over the line to be- 
come merely loud. The nose-thumb- 
ing touch is so out of keeping with 
the general class of the Pennsyl- 
vanians as to stand out dispropor- 
tionately. 


Much of the comedy through the 
full show is prankish. Recurring 
themes, smartly under-played but 
growing spontaneously, are included 
in the by-play in introducing the 
specialties and the make-believe in- 
fractions of discipline by the mem- 
bers. Again Waring’s own promise 
to sing and the musicians gratitude 
each time he doesn’t provide laucsh- 
able opportunities. After Ray Sax 
does the whirlwind dancing-saxo- 
phoning routine that culminates in 
a back bend while tooting two clari- 
nets, Waring comes back with two 
batons. A smash comedy bit is the 
arms-and-legs jitters of Scotty Bates, 

By the time the electric push-but- 
ton sent the platform sinking into 
the pit, the audience is completely 
captured and disinclined to sanction 
the escape. Along the way, the an- 
tics of Poley McClintock, the high 
falsetto of Stuart Churchill, and Sax’s 
unique demonstration provide me- 
morable items. Donna Dae and the 
several girl singers, all trimly at- 
tired, provide several changes of 
pace. Land. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, April 27. 
Hudson Wonders (2), Johnny 
Woods, The Virginians (6), LaVere 
& Ware, Stafford & Louise, Florence 
Spencer, Eddie Rosenwald’s house 
ork; ‘White Woman’ (Par) and 
‘Whispering Enemies’ (Col). 











One of the least exciting stage 
shows here in many weeks, this one 
opens right, but slows up almost 
steadily as it progresses. Hudson 
Wonders start off with their top- 
notch fast acro dance turn, and pave 
the way nicely for Johnny Woods, 
mimic. One outstanding trick by 
the Hudson girls is a complete for- 
ward somersault by one of them, 
picking up a hoop off the floor as 
she flips and jumping through it 
feet first an instant after landing on 
her feet at the end of the spin. 


Woods has a lengthy repertoire, 
and some of his impersonations are 
excellent. He has a good mike per- 
sonality, but he milks the laughs and 
slows up his own pace thereby. 


The Virginians offer a con- 
ventional series of sextet numbers. 
Their ‘Beguine’ is pleasing, but too 
long. ‘Caissons Go Rolling By’ is 
a sure-fire finale, but their encore 
of ‘FDR Jones’ is the best bet. 


With this turn following Woods, 
the result is two successive acts with 
little action. That would seem to 
place a heavy assignment on LaVere 
and Ware, comedy team, in the next- 
to-close. To merely record that they 
fail to make the grade would be 
gross understatement. 


Alternating on the feed-and-take, 
Miss Ware emerges the winner, 
though LaVere gives himself the 
better material. Latter plays occa- 
sionally on an accordion which he 
continually carries, and accompanies 
his partner’s vocals. Miss Ware han- 
dies the singing end well, although 
LaVere interrupts her just as she 
gets in the groove. If LaVere would 
leave the rubber cigar out of his 
kisser, drop the collegiate hat and 
tone down his exaggerated antics 
when working straight on his part- 
ner’s comedy, the act \ ould instant- 
ly improve in quality. 5 

ord and Louise intro with 4 
so-so ballroom number and close in 
a commendable sexy tango. In-be- 
tween number is a solo can-can and 





control by Florence Spencer. Foz. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 





Art Jarrett, Dick, Don & Dinah, 
Frank Paris Marionettes, Freddie 
Craig, Jr. Evelyn Dawn & Julius 
Darrow, Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash 
orch; ‘Return of tne Cisco Kid’ 
(20th), reviewed in this issue . 





Art Jarrett, who was here only 
about a month ago, and a tumbling- 
acrobatic act, Dick, Don and_ Dinah, 
top the bill at this house. Show is 
backed up by two slick Fanchon & 
Marco production numbers, with the 
Gae Foster girls in the limelight. 
Jarrett measures up to his reputation 
as a singer without overdoing it, 
while acro trio are a surprise entry 
that wows ’em right at the opening. 


Jarrett starts with ‘And the Angels 
Sing,’ then comes ‘Begin the Be- 
guine.’ Caps this regular appear- 
ance with It’s All Yours’ with 
special lyrics referring to the fair. He 
takes the side stage for vocalizing 
during the Foster girls’ finale. 


Two male members of the D-D-D 
trio get underway with zig-zag dance, 
ending with tumbling. Femme starts 
real acro routine, young looker be- 
ing the foil for numerous balancing 
and fancy feats. Introduction of 
giant rubber ball offers a twist to 
familiar acrobatic and _ balancing 
tricks. There’s a three-person stand- 
ing climax that is tops for this type 
of work. 

Frank Paris puts his marionettes 
through familiar paces, starting with 
a rhumba dancer, including Astaire- 
Rogers, Dopey, Bobby Edson and 
again clicking with the skating rep- 
resentation of Sonja Heinie. Varies 
little from what he’s been doing for 
the last year, or more. 

Freddie Craig, Jr., introduced as 
the lad with the index brain, gets 
a big production layout and giant 
blackboards. Remembering words, 
numbers and writing them in disor- 
dered sequence upside down is the 
basis of his mental work. Rings in 
the stunt of naming streets in prin- 
cipal cities while doing calculations 
just to complicate matters and -dis- 
play his skill. He does this for the 
rather involved climax to his turn, 
when he uses addition, division and 
spotting of headline words all at the 
same time. 

Evelyn Dawn and Julius Darrow, 
attractive ballroom dance couple, 
are brought on by the Gae Foster 
girls modernistic dance floor produc- 
tion concept. Graceful pair stress 
the ease with which they do cus- 
tomary frills of ballroomology. Fos- 
ter line starts show with tap-stepping 
number, wearing toppers and carry- 
ing the Churchill umbrella in front 
of a No. 10 Downing Street set. 


Biz only so-so. Wear. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREEL) 


With popular interest in interna- 
tional military affairs still acute, the 
March of Time’s two-reeler dealing 
with Japan’s attempt to conquer 
China captures chief honors on this 
week’s bill. Due to length of this 
featurette, balance of program has 
been trimmed down to 41 news and 
magazine clips of average quality 
and appeal. 

Time, carefully prepared and ed- 
ited, is timely and intensely absorb- 
ing. It presents both sides of the 
picture, dwelling on Japan’s aims 
and the ruinous cost of its Man- 
chukoan and present campaigns. 
Commentator, however, reiterates 
throughout that China is far from 
conquered and holds out hope that 
Chang Kai-Chek will turn out to be 
the saviour of China. Production is 
a credit to the producers in photog- 
raphy. lighting and editing. 

Rest of the program is short on 
comedy and humor. Topical news 
events in the world of politics, avia- 
tion, military conscription, etc., vie 
with novelty subiects from various 
= of the world. May Robson’s 

5th birthday celebration at the 
Warner studios in Burbank, Cal., is 
@ touching (Universal) topic, with 
the noted actress delivering a stir- 
Ting appeal for world peace. Burn- 
ing of the S. S. Paris in Havre is 
shown, with excellent land and air 
shots. Scores for Movietone as a 
800d piece of reporting. 

A_Metro bird’s-eye view of the 
N. Y. World’s Fair and ground shots 
of nicht illumination of the buildings 
and fountains, as well as a miniature 
railroad exhibit, are good. Scenes of 

retary Hore-Belisha’s appeal for 
army volunteers in London (Movie- 
tone) and Paramount's shots of 
Czech and German refugees enlist- 
ing in the French Foreign Legion in 

@ris are topical and arousing. 

Comedy laurels in the program go 

aramount’s jazzed skit of Cliff 
Nazarro and Jerry Colonna, who at- 
tempt to explain daylight saving to 
Bill Thompson (Nick Depopolous), 
Greek stooge. Of the two Movie- 
tone-Lew Lehr supposed laugh-get- 
ters, neither one is outstanding. His 
chimpanzee subject scores over that 
of bathing cuties building a giant 
Crab-meat salad in Oregon. An- 
other spurious comedy item (Metro) 
is thoroughly inexplicable and with- 
out any point whatsoever. This 
shows Olsen and Johnson, Broad- 
sng zanies; Gene Tunney, Bob Rip- 
ey, Joe Connolly and J. Edgar 
oover, with guns drawn, opening 
a door from behind which emerges 
a midget rat-ta-tatting away with a 
machine gun. That's all and no ex- 


vlanations offered. 
er meritorious magazine-type 





topics are developments of the sugar 
industry in Hawaii (Pathe); a motor- 
cycle hill-climb in England, with 
plenty of spills (Movietone); Cuba’s 
program of developing youth in in- 
dustry and military training; Japa- 
nese conquest of Nanchang from air 
and land (Paramount); good slow- 
motion scenes of girl divers; Italian 
takeover of Albania. 

Program has two Paramount News 

subjects which plug their feature, 
‘Union Pacific.” They have no place 
in a news compilation. Other topics 
include General Goering’s visit in 
Tripoli; Gen. Hugh Johnson testify- 
ing on neutrality bill before Senate 
Committee. and working of the N. Y. 
Curb exchange. 
_ Other clivs of varying interest take 
in a West Point review by General 
Hugh A. Drum; training of aviation 
students in an Albuqueraue high 
school; two fashion subjects to in- 
trigue feminine fans, and other as- 
sorted items. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Happy Felton’s orch, Henny 
Youngman, Wini Shaw, Slate Bros., 
Fay Carroll, Sinclair Sisters, Ken 
Nealy, Lorraine Barre, The Mount- 
aineers, Louise Dunne, Billy Gal- 
braith, Marty Snerd, The Swinga- 
roos; ‘Pride of the Navy’ (Mono). 








Shows are running long out here, 
but the customers eat it up just the 
same, as well as all of Henny Young- 
man’s old stuff. Youngman would 
wear out his welcome were he on 
Broadway, but out here, where a lot 
of ’em probably never saw him on a 
stage, all of his material clicks. Even 
when he stalls around toward the 
last, actually doing nothing, they 
still love him. 


The Happy Felton orchestra works 
hard, giving the neighbort.ood folks 
about all they can stand, but again 
they eat it up. Wini Shaw is doing 
an arrangement of two pops and an 
interpretation of ‘FDR Jones.’ She 
doesn’t explain what’s wrong with 
the number as originally written. She 
scores easily, as do the Slate Broth- 
ers, comedy slapstick trio. Latter 
could dispense with the herring talk, 
however, and stick to their last. 


Well rounded show also includes 
the Sinclair Sisters, tap dancers, 
whose work is relieved by a bit of 
acrobatics. They’re okay. Billy 
Galbraith, an Irish tenor, is carried 
by the band. He’s not a wow, but 
gets by all right and has a very in- 
gratiating personality. Another with 
Felton’s crew is Louise Dunne, so- 
prano. She sits with the band boys 
until called upon toward the last, but 
should go on ahead of the Slates 
rather than follow them. It might 
also be better to earlier put on May 
Erickson, the chubby girl who does 
a number with Felton for the close. 
There is somewhat of a letdown at 
this point. Lorraine Barre, singer, 
is on early and o.k. 

Business was very good Friday 
night (28) at the last show. Char. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Pigmeat, Vivian Harris, Sandy 
Burns, George Wiltshire, LeRoy 
Williams, Willie Lewis, Dr. Sausage 

Four Pork Chops, Pete Nugent, 
Erskine Hawkins band, with Ida 
James, Avery Parrish, Line; ‘Woman 
Doctor’ (Rep). 








First part of this show is a stage 
wait, but the last half finishes on a 
crescendo when the Erskine Hawkins 
band takes the spot. With a band 
that’s much improved since its last 
showing here several months ago, 
Hawkins can now proximate the top 


colored bands for musicianship, al- | 


though the maestro will have to ac- 
quire just a bit more polish. For in- 
stance, that bad diction. 

For solo vocaling he has with him 
Ida James, light-skinned looker, who 
hasn’t much of a voice, but whose 
personality and demeanor were suf- 
ficient for her to draw two encores 
opening night (28). Then, too, Haw- 
kins has several of his boys stepping 
on their own, chief of whom is the 
nimble-fingered pianist, Avery Par- 
rish, who had difficulty bowing off. 
In this section, too, there’s Pete Nu- 
gent (New Acts), a smash tapper. 

First half sees the Hawkins band 
playing the show from the pit, with 
the maestro not in _ attendance. 
There’s the house’s quartet, Pigmeat, 
George Wiltshire, Vivian Harris and 
Sandy Burns in the burley black- 
outs, slightly more ent>~taining than 
usual. ; 

Also, there’s Dr. Sausage and His 
Four Pork Chops, quintet of assorted 
musicians on assorted instruments. 
They're in hayloft garb, in keeping 
with the early production setting. but 
draw few plaudits, though they work 
hard enough in the swing idiom. 
Also, there’s Willie Lewis, who twirls 
a mean baton from every angle to 
fairly good returns. Appearing in 
shirtsleeves and open collar detracts 
considerably from the turn, how- 
ever. : 

LeRoy Williams is a baritone and 
only fair. He appears first in a solo 
spot, then switches to a spring. prod- 
uction setting, in which the line, in 
sheer dresses, etc., appears out of 
sorts. Towards the end of the first 
half Wiltshire and Pigmeat go into a 
negligible song. It’s obviously a 
filler to permit the band setting on 
the stage. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 28. 
Tony Martin, Jimmy Joy orch with 
Gai Moran; Dale Winthrop, Gene 
Sheldon, Charles Carrer, Adolph 
Kornspan’s house band; ‘Return of 
the Cisco Kid’ (20th). 








Following the surprising click he 
was on the Earle stage last year, 
Tony Martin is brought back to the 
territory this week by the Warner 
circuit for an appearance at the Fox. 
Return trip, of course, is always 
somewhat of a letdown from the 
original, as evidenced by the b.o. 
this sesh and the diminished line of 
femmes at the stage door. However, 
Martin’s just about the same on the 
boards as he was the last visit. 


Martin is billed as wanding ‘his 
own Hollywood band.” Anonymous 
crew which he fronts is actually 
Jimmy Joy’s, with the real leader in 
the reed section. As m.c., Martin is 
fine as long as he sticks to prepared 
introes. He’s ill at ease when some- 
thing arises to take him off the beat- 
en path and has a bad habit of talk- 
ing away from the mike, making him 
sound weak and even unintelligible 
at times. Greater defect, however, 
is an inability to time encores cor- 
rectly for the acts, frequently per- 
mitting the applause to go too long 
before allowing a bow or calling for 
the repeat after the hand-patter is 
dying away. 

Martin is the tops in his own sesh 
of warbling. With swell looks, nice 
personality and very acceptable 
pipes, he’s socko with ‘F.D.R.Jones,’ 
‘Deep Purple,’ ‘Thanks for Every- 
thing,’ ‘Married and Angel’ and ‘I 
Cried for You.’ Finales on the clar- 
inet with ‘Sweet Sue,’ good. 


Joy’s orch consists of five reeds, 
four brass and three rhythm. Held 
pretty much to the background, it is 
more than satisfactory for its pur- 
pose. Maestro himself, completely 
unbilled, exhibs some smooth work 
on two clarinets at once for a nice 
novelty. With the band is Gai 
Moran, femme chirper. Gal’s actu- 
ally more of a comic than a warbler. 
Apparently determined not to be 
just a singer, she works hard at sell- 
ing, pulling a floor mike comically 
down across her knees to be sung to, 
dancing around it and such. Has 
fair enough pipes and frequently 
uses a shouting style. Does novelty 
versions of ‘Ain’t What You Do,’ 
‘Melancholy Baby,’ ‘Ragtime Band’ 
and ‘Exactly Like You.’ Also a 
drunk number that’s overlong. Goes 
over smartly, but must learn not to 
appear to be working so strenuously 
for effect. 

Gene Sheldon provides real laugh 
bang of the show with his panto- 
mime. Introed as hick amateur, he 
looks like the part as he comes in 
with his banjo. Gets guffaws with 
his foot swinging in time to his 
strumming and getting his fingers 
stuck in the banjo. Latter part of 
this could be shaved just slightly to 
speed it up. Winds up with his bit 
of sewing his a together with 
an invisible thread and gets in some 
pretty blue stuff good for solid 
laughs at his bows. 


Dale Winthrop, distaff tapper, ex- 
hibs some pretty nifty routines that 
are standouts for a terper in the 
deuce spot. Charles Carrer, juggler, 
rounds out the bill. Teeing off with 
stunts with his hat and cane, he goes 
into a flock of unique bits with vari- 
ous equipment from a cocktail bar. 
Gets eight balls in the air at once 
among other things and finales with 
a nifty of dropping four eggs into 
four glasses by pulling a tray out 
from under the eggs, which are held 
above the glasses. Herb. 








Arbitration 











(Continued from page 3) 





workability as well as legal angles. 
Every effort will be made to deter- 
mine arbitration machinery that will 
prove effective but, at the same time, 
be in accord with laws, including 
those governing arbitration. 

A majority of the states recognize 
the arbitration functions of the 
American Arbitration Assn. which 
has been very active in settlement 
of labor disputes, among others. The 
American Arbitration Assn. numbers 
among its members several produc- 
ing-distribution companies, including 
Metro, Paramount, Warner Bros., 
Columbia, RKO and Universal. Other 
show groups are also members, such 
as Actors Equity, Screen Actors 
Guild, NBC, CBS, American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, American 
Cuild of Musical Artists and New 
York Theatrical Producers. 

Rodgers is due back from Detroit 
touay (Wed.). at which time he may 
get the first report of the lawyers’ 
committee on arbitration procedure, 
tegether with suggestions on which 
he may further huddle with ex- 
hibitor and distributor representa- 
tives. He is anxious for a lot of 
progress without delay. 





‘Sunny’ Jim Bottomley, former 





manager of the St. Louis Browns, 
| will assist Johnny O'Hara as base- 
i ball analyst for KWK. 


ELEANOR POWELL 
Dancing 

26 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

When she went to the Coast four 
years ago Eleanor Powell had a mod- 
est reputation as a proficient dancer 
who had appeared in units and musi- 
cals, occasionally in featured spots. 
She returns as a star (being readied 
for a picture with Fred Astaire), 
filling nearly half the running time | 
of this stage bill and carrying a ma- 
jor share of the boxoffice load. She | 
is now not only a virtuoso hoofer, 
but has an ingratiating blend of 
modesty and assurance. In short, 
she’s a resounding click, both as to 
b. o. draw and entertainment. 

At the final show last Thursday 
night (27) she held a packed house 
for 26 minutes, finally bowing off 
with the audience still demanding 
more. After a long introductory 
spiel, she stepped into the meat of 
the act, three tap routines and a 
barefoot hula. Although eight min- 
utes of unblushingly naive I’m-so- 
flad-to-be-back chatter and undis- 
tinquished impersonations are over- 
board for a dancer, Miss Powell’s 
enthusiasm and obvious sincerity 
vartially redeemed it. And when she 
began to dance she captivated the 
house, 

The dancing itself is, of course, ex- 
traordinarily effortless, inventive. 
versatile and showmanly. The tap 
routines are naturally much more 
exhilarating than the hula, but even 
the latter is skillful and effective. 
She has one costume change. First 
outfit is a simple white one with a 
fairly short pleated skirt—quite be- 
‘coming. Second is Hawaiian style. 
She is attractive looking, and has a 
nice chassis. Hobe. 


T. BRADLEY MARTIN 
Magic 

10 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Standard magic, with usual stuff 
done well enough but in the usual 
way. Has the virtue of being pro- 
ficiently presented, without undue 
hokus-pokus and _ conversational 
frills. Wearing the required soup- 
’n’-fish, Martin pulls the customary 
coins out of the air, wroduces scarfs 
and ties and unties them, extracts a 
live dove from his duds, manipulates 
cards, changes a wad of paper into 
an egg and winds up with the cigaret 
trick. Works solo. 

T. Bradley Martin sounds more 
like a banker than a magi. Act 
would be better for niteries. 

Hobe. 





GIL and BERNIE MASON 
Dog Act 

8 Mins. 

Paradise, N. Y. 

Two things stand out in this act. 
First is the youth of the mixed team; 
secondly the use of tiny Mexican 
Chihuahas, The tricks have been 
done before in other dog acts, but 
rarely by animals as small as these. 

First bit is for laughs, with the 
use of a lazy bulidog. Then the pair 
bring on the midget animals for 
hand-balancing. The fact that they 
securely held a noisy opening night 
crowd attests to the excellent show- 
manship of the Masons, 

They scored handily. Scho. 


BOB PARKER 
Comedy Dancing 
4 Mins, 
Paradise, N. Y. 

Bob Parker has the basis of an ex- 
cellent comedy specialty, but hasn’t 
yet achieved the best timing. When 
that comes he’ll be a surefire sock 
in any setting. 

In top hat and tails, Parker goes 
into a straight hoofing routine, but 
soon switches to a rope-skipping turn 
that entails a plentitude of hoke. He 
prattfalls, and his clothes come apart, 
but he hasn’t yet mastered the art of 
making it all appear casual, with the 
result that the broad comedy gets 
only light laugh returns. 

For the blowoff, Parker switches 
back to straight dancing and he’s 
plenty forte on the hoof. Scho. 


PETE NUGENT 
Dancing 

6 Mins.; Full 
Anollo, N. Y. 

Pete Nugent is an excellent colored 
tapper, who seems a better bet for 
the niteries than vaude due to the 
intimate type of his work. He’s 
garbed appropriately, in summer 
evening wear, and has a sufficient 
repertoire, interspersed with com- 
edy taps, that suggest considerable 
background. 

However, he doesn’t have the per- 
conality, though he’s nice looking. 
That grin of his, for instance and 
slovenly walk should be given at- 
tention. 

They went for him here, however. 


*™USTER and BILLY BRUNELL 
Dancing 

10 Mins. 

Paradise, N. Y. 

This young mixed hoofing team is 
one of the standouts of the new Para- 
dise production. They’re young and 
personable, with plenty of ability in 
the toe ’n’ heel work. 

Their best is a takeoff on a couple 
of collegiates doing a shag-peckin’ 
dance, also clicking nicely in front 





of the line with an original. ‘Doing 
the Biminy Stomp.’ Scho. 


New Acts 


HENRY BUSSE ORCHESTRA (18) 
With Vi Mele, Dick Wharton, Ducky 

Young 
Paramount, N. Y. : 

New band which Henry Busse has 
built around several key men from 
his old band has what it takes. Busse 
recently released the biggest por- 
tion of the band he was leading in 
order to substitute with members of 
New York Local 802 of the AFM. 
The Paramount is this outfit’s first 
date outside of the Hotel New 
Yorker, N. Y., which it exited last 
week in favor of Jan Garber. 

In size the band is unusually 
large. Five reeds, five trumpets (in- 
cluding Busse), three trombones and 
four rhythm, which, on paper makes 
it sound like a powerful earbending 
bunch. Familiarity with the Busse 
arrangements, however, shsuld make 
it unnecessary to point out that it 
isn’t. Major portion of the fine ar- 
rangements in the band’s book seem- 
ingly call for mutes and those that 
don’t still aren’t obtrusive. 

However, one change might be in 
order, i.e., to shift the stvle of the 
drummer. In almost every number 
it’s either too loud or the beater is 
monotonously pounding on a cym- 
bal. Isn’t noticeable at the start of 
a tune but as it continues it drums 
its way into consciousness and 
throws the rest of the outfit off bal- 
ance to a listener. Using a brush in 
lieu of a stick probably would make 
it less glaring. 

Busse doesn’t call for much solo- 
ing, preferring to handle that him- 
self. And when he picks up his 
trumpet it’s something to look for- 
ward to. In one or two instances 
another horn takes the spotlight. 
Band’s theme, ‘When Day Is Done,’ 
is repeated soon after the opening 
and is good work. Entire outfit 
choruses with exception of trom- 
bones which are muted, then Dick 
Wharton, guitarist, comes down for 
his lone try. He’s okay. 

Vi Mele doesn’t get much chance 
due to the abundance of outside tal- 
ent on the Par stage. She vocals 
but one number, ‘Angels Sing,’ 
nicely but it’s too confined to really 
judge her scope. Ducky Young, 
trumpeter, tosses in a pair of nov- 
elties along comedy lines. Does the 
‘Three Little Fishes’ as a kid would 
do it and ‘Jimmy Had a Nickel’ with 
new lyrics. Good for many laughs 
although he goes a little overboard 
at times on the mugging, making it 
look silly instead of comical. 

Varied arrangements and tunes 
Busse’s using here indicate the out- 
fit handles sweet or hot style 
equally well. No wild cheering greet 
either style, just quiet but solid ap- 
preciation. With or without his horn 
Busse looks okay at the heim. 


TITO AND HIS SWINGTETTE (5) 
Rhythm 

10 Mins, 

State, Hartford 

This quintet is presentable and 
with careful handling should go 
places, Consists of three accordions, 
guitar and bass violin. Billed as 
‘Radio’s Outstanding Swingsters,’ 
unit leans away from the car-weary 
type of music to something that is 
sleek and smooth, | 

It’s the initial stage assignment for 
this aggregation, which has been on 
NBC as a sustainer and guester with 
Benny Goodman, Paul iteman and 
CBS Swing Session. Also recently 
completed an engagement at the 
es Room of the Lincoln hotel, 
N. Y. 

PBand’s assignment consists of three 
numbers. 

Unit is obviously experienced, but 
yet has a lot to learn about playing 
before a visual aud instead of over 
the air. Starts off slow and works 
up to a fast tempo. Arrangements 
satisfactory. Eck. 





JANIS ANDRE and VALYA VAL- 

ENTINOFF 
Ballet 
6 Mins. 

Paradise, N. Y. 

This team carries out the title of 
the current Paradise nitery show, 
‘Venus on Parade,’ but their one bal- 
let routine, tagged ‘Birth of Venus,’ 
is not quite the shocker the billing 
may imply. 

Girl is stripped completely to the 
waist and wears little below, but her 
routine with Valentinoff, an ex- 
tremely husky toe-twirler, is not of- 
fensive. It’s more or less straight 
ballet, except for the epidermis dis- 
play, Valentinoff taking the part of 
Adonis in what is supposed to be a 
renrise of the classic fable. 

Production and execution are quite 
classy. Miss Andre is an excentional 
looker. Scho. 


VICKI ARNOLD 
Dancing 

5 Mins, 
Paradise, N. Y. 

Miss Arnold gives out with two 
routines in this show, but could eas- 
ily dispense with the second. It’s a 
weak followup for her opening acro- 
hoofing. 

First dance is basically rhythm 
tapstering, but she mixes in enough 
acrobatics to lend novelty. Second 
routine is something of a ballet, plus 
high forward and backward kicks. 





It’s anti-climatic. 
Her appearance is good. Scho. 
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VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 3, 





eee 








Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (May 5) 
THIS WEEK (April 28) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


La Marquise 
Bill Palermo Ore 
Gloria Whitney 
| Harold Leonard 
Frances Connelly 
Nino Nonno 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 
| Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 
Le Mirage 
| Bob Maurice 














Loew 


Jay Morelle 
Douglas Rex & L 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 


Chefalo Co 


4 Hillbillies 
Kemble Kean 


M’rwoode & Rich'ds 


Norman Long 


Betja Milskaya 
New Yorkers 

Le Ruban Blew 
Herbert Jacoby 
HKiope Emerson 
Marie Eve 
Klsie Houston 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (4) 

jen Bernie Ore 

Bailey Sis 

Johnny Woods 

Edna Sedgwick 

Ross Wyse, Jr 


Tomak & Reiss Bros | 


WASHINGTON 
Capitel (5) 
Gainer & Ross 
Teny Martin 


Eleanor Powell 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (3) | 

Henry Busse Ore 

Lanny Ross 

Billy Gilbert 

Shirley Ross 

Hal LeRoy 


CHICAGO 
Chicaga (5) 


Joe Sanders 
Danny Drayson 
BUFFALO 
Buffale (5) 
Tony Martin 
Gil Lamb 
Xavier Cugat 
Knight Sis 


Ore 








RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (4) 

Raymond Lutz 

Spartans 

George Meyer 

Corps de Ballet 

Rockettes 

Erno Rapee Symph 


BOSTON 
Keith (4-7) 
4 Robeys 
Jack Morrison 


tadio Rubes 
Brown & Ames 
H’ wood Jitierbugs 





CHICAGO 
Palace (5) 
Roxyettes 
Petch & Deauville 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Morin Sis 
Don Rice 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (5) 
Mikado in Swing 
(28) 
4 Novas 
John Payne 
Slim Timblin 
Red Norvo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 
Troy & Lynn 








Warner 











NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (5) 
Fred Waring Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (5 
Eddie DeLange Orc 
Hugh Herbert 

oR 


Tony Mart in Ore 


Gene Sheldon 

Charlie Carrer 

Dale Winthrop 
WASHINGTON 

Farle (5) 

Shayne & Armstr’ng 

Marion Talley 

Iris Wayne 

Wm & J Mandel 








Independent 








BALTIMORE 
State (7-10) 
Rutons 
Evelyn Wilson 
Stepping Feet 


(4-6) 
Tryon Sis 
Ray Hughes Co 


Rosebud Rev 
Hippodrome (5) 

6 Grays 

Jack Powell 

Joan Davis 

Virginians 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (5) 

Tou Holtz 

Helen Morgan 





Jerry Blaine Ore 
Bellet & Eng Bros 
Gordon Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (5) 
Wayne King Orc 
Dean Murphy 
Peppino & Camilie 
Lynn, Royce & V 
LANCASTER 
Colonial 
(6th only) 
2 Texans 


Evelyn Wilson 
(One to fill) 
6 Jordans 
MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (28) 
Wayne King Orc 
Dean Murphy e 
Lynn & Boyce 
Peppino & Camille 
PATERSON 
Majestic (5-7) 








Cabaret Bills 


Greta Keller 

Graziella Parraga 
Leon & Eddie's 

Lou Martin Orc 





, Leo 


Onyx Club 


John Kirby Ore 
Lee Wiley 


Paradise 


Richard Himber Or 
Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 
Buddy & B Brunell 
Bob Parker 
Rex Weber 

Pepper Pot 
jce D'Andrea Ore 
Bob Matzi Orc 
Amedeo 
Al Ferguson 
Iris Raye 
Prince Singh 

Place Elegante 

Lazaro Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Tommy Mills 
Ben Kauf 
Irve Harris 
Rex Gavitte 

Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Orc 
Consuelo 
Katherine Tate 














Armando’s 


Buddy Clarke Ore 
Marie Spaulding 
Pat Kennedy 
Barney Gallant's 
Frank McFarland 
Nellie Paley 
Bersch & Dockery 
Bill Bertolotti’s 


Angelo’s Rh'mba Bd 
Elaine Spencer 
Letty Kemble 
Annette Guerlaine 
Moya Gifford 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Emily Stevenson 
Jim Phillips 
Florence Herbert 
Billy Lorraine 
John Panter 

John Fliot 

Spike Harrison 
Rudy Madison 

Bill Quentmeyer 
Steven Isles 
Bernie Grauer 
George Tonak 
Harry Donnelly 
Arthur ‘Behan 
Harold Willard 
Don Cortez 

Cafe Savint 
Melvin Pahl 
Haywood & Allen 
Casa Manana 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Willie & E Howard 
James Barton 

Don Barclay 
Charles King 

Yola Galli 

Harry Stockwell 
Jack Cole Co 
Debonairs 

Allen & Kent 
Capt Tiebor’s Seals 
Jack Johnson 
Juvelys 

Yacopi Tr 

Berry Bros 

Kay Parsons 
Sylvia & Christian 
Art Lafleur 
Chateau Moderne 


Paul Bass Ore 
Jill Roy 
Gabriel 

Lynn Russell 
Marion Farrar 
George Rixon 
Club 18 


Jack White 

Pat Harrington 
Jerry Kruger 
Judy Rudie 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys | 
G Andrews Ore 


Club Gaucho 








Wynne, Brach & A 
Rand & Roberts 
Faith Bacon 

Hank Ladd Co 

8 Song Stylists 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (5) 
Major Bowes co 


B’way (6th only) 
Helene Faye 
Stepping Feet 
(Two to fill) 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove 
(ith only) 
Fenwick & Cook 
Rosebud Rev 





(Three to fill) 








London 





Week of May 1 


Trocadero Rest 

Wences 

George Doonan 

Navarre 

Effy & Halima 

Miriam 

Adam & Troe Orc 
Astoria 

Dancing Dudes & D 
Dominion 

Maniovani Ore 

CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 

Rawiez & Landauer 

Alee Halls & P 

Dancing Dudes & R 
CLAPHAM 
Granada 

Kate Carney 

P & M Henri 


Jda Barr 
Griffiths Bros 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Troise Co 
HA’ MERSMITH 
Gaumont 


Turner Layton 
Conrad Co 


ISLINGTON 

Blue Hall 
4 Smart Gls 
Rex Roper & M 

LEWISHAM 

Gaument 
Western Bros 
Tollefson 
Exquisite 3 
Vardel 4 


SHEPH'RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 


4 Aces 
Conrad Co 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Troise Co 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Ma-Vlast 
WOOLWICH 
Granada 
Jack Francois 
Drury & Ramond 
Connor & Drake 
Baby & B Beams 
Rodney Hudson Gls 
George Latter 











Provincial 





Week of May 1 


DUNDEE 
Palace 
Henry Hall Ore 
We % Fellows 
Mandos Sis 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Great Levante Co 
Al & Bob Harvey 
Cable & Carr 


GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Desmonds & Clair 
Hilda Meacham 
} Jack Anthony 
| Bond Rowell 
| St John Sis 
Loretta Gls 
Eric Palmer 





Chas Macula Ore 
Panchita Villa 
Tarrant & Dacita 
Trini Plaza 
Sinda 
La Marita 
Pedro Valli 
Felicia Flores 
Maria Del Carmen 
3 Gauchos 

Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ruby Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Della Lind 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 


EI Chico 


Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Fantasia Novia 
Joyita & Maravilla 
Romero Gomez 
Paquita Dominguez 
Dorita & Valero 


El Morocco 
Val Ernie Orc 


Famous Door 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Frances Faye 
Greenwich Village 

Casino 


Don Ravel Ore 
| Doris Reed 
Billy DeWolfe 
3 Musical Maniacs 
Gloria Gerard 
Nola Day 
Eve Arden 
Leonore Sola 
Molly Pearson 
Marion Baxter 
Gertrude Pershing 
Alice Anderson 
Vera Teatom 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito San'bria Or 
Rosita Ortega 
Paloma 


NEW YORK CITY 


Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 


Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Ramos Orc 


H’tel Belmont-Plata 


Ernie Holst Ore 
3 Smoothies 


Adrian Rollini 8 


Hotel Biltmore 
Happy Felton Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 

3 Blue Notes 
Ernie Straub 
Russ Carlyle 
Ronnie Snyder 
Hotel Essex House 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Dale Sherman 


Hotel Gov. Clinton 


Eddy Mayehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 

Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Esther Shaw 

Hotel Lincola 
Jan Savitt Orc 

Milt Herth 3 
Hotel McAlpin 


J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel New Yorker 


Jan Garber Ore 
Vera Hruba 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Douglas Duffy 
May Judels 

Hotel Park Central 
Will Osborne Orc 
Dick Rogers 

Lyna Davis 

3 Peppers 

Enrico & Novello 
Hotel Park Lane 
Freddie Starr Orc 
Bob Lido 

Al Harris 


Kay Kyser Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
E Madriguera Ore 
P & G Hartman 
Skylarks —~ 

Hotel Plaza 


N D’Amico Ore 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Sheila Barrett 

Gil Phelan 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel St. Meritz 
Horacio Zito Ore 
Collette & Barry 
Cassandra 
Angela Velez 
Christina Lind 
Hotel St. Regis 
Joe Rines Ore 
Jules Lande Ore 
Parker & Daniels 
Harold Richards 


Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Motel Watdort- 


Astoria 
(Empire Room) 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Maxine Gray 
(Sert Room) 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Angna Enters 
Georges & Jalna 
Cobina Wright Jr 
Hotel White 
Lou Lang Oro 
Charlie Macy 
Peggy Brown 
Dell O'Dell 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Ore 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Faye 
Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 
Tanya 
Lee Leslie 
Gerri White 
Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plant 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 
Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Confort 


John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 


Kit Kat Club 


Ray Durant Orc 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Flash & Sunda 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 
la Conga 
Pancho Orc 
Desi Arnaz Orc 
Diosa Costello 
Pancho & Dolores 





Castilla 2 





Tommy Graham 


Raul & Eva Reyes 


M’rtinez & Antonit 
Sarita Herrera 


Belmont Balladees | 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Jack Marshard Ore 


Frankie Masters Or 


Gonz'les & Christine 





Via: 





| NICOLLET HOTEL 
| MINNEAPOLIS 


Starting May 6th 


LYDA SUE 


MARK J. LEODY 














Eddie Davis 


Iris Adrian 

Ting Pin Sou 
Royal Whirlwinds 
Lucky Sis 


> 


2 High Spots 
Susan & Christine 
Jerri Withee 
James Keogan 
Ann Bronte 
Wally Wanger 6 
Jack Osterman’s 
Little Club 


Roger Steele Ore 
Rita Renaud 
Virginia Curtis 
Rita White 
Betiy Weaver 
Jeanne Hauser 
Gloria Grayson 
‘Scats’ Powell 
Jack Osterman 
Meyer's Cellar 
(Hoboken) 
Howard Blaine 
Rosaline Lewis 
Martha Kovacs 
Gypsy Lopez 
Barbara Eyton 
Lydia Ehrenberg 
Mon Paris 


Charlie Murray Orc 
Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 
Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 
Dick Smart 
Elaine Bassett 
Peggy Healey 
Anita Colby 
Evelyn Kelly 
Rosanne Murray 
Nick's 
Mike Riley Ore 
Sharkey Bananas Or 
Larry & Eddie 


Beverly Wilshire 
Bray Sis 
Howard Gerrard 
Harry Owens Ore 

Cafe Caliente 

Pancho 
Diana Castillo 
Julio Gervante 
leo Luz Dasquez 
Eddie Aguliar Ore 


Cafe La Maze 


Park Ave. Boys 
Martha Mears 
Matty Malneck Orc 


Club Bali 


George Yount 
Bruz Fietcher 


Club Versailles 
Jerry Lester 
Gloria King 
Theodores 
Chicco Ore 

Earl Carroll 
Paul Gerrits 
Arren & Broderick 
A Robins 
Igor & Tanya 











Carolyn Bell 
Patricia Ryan 


Kainbow Grill 
Barry Winton Ore 
Marlynn & Michael 

Rainbow Room 


Ruby Newman Ore 
John Hoysradt 
Gower & Jeanne 
Eddie Le Baron Ore 
Joan Cartier 


Shew Bar 

(Forest Hills) 
Ringodiers 
Marion Joyce 
(Bermuda Room) 
Walter Powell Ore 
Bobbie Trotter 
Bianch & Elliot 
Martha Wrenshall 

Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Orc 
Jose Lopez Orc 


Versnities 


M Bergere Orc 
Patricia Bowman 
Vincente Gomez 
John Uppman 
Panchito Orc 
D’Avalos Dancers 
Village Barn 
Howard Woods Ore 
Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 
Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 
Whirling Top 


Geo Morris Ore 
Paloma 

Irene Stanley 
Patricia March 
Russell Dracken 


LOS ANGELES 


Geo Surprenant Jr 
Neville Fleeson 
Nonie Mitchell 
Hal Chancellor Ore 
Jimmy Kerr & Boys 
La Conga 
Don Jeri 
Spike Featherstone 
Evelyn Steele 
Jerry Galian 
LaC’nga Rh’'mba Bd 
Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Walter Dyson 
Little Hungary 
Valesco’s Gypsies 
Mareel’s 
Leonard Keller Ore 
Mareus Daly 
Kay Gregory 
Joey Lee Orc 
Omar’s Dome 


Lillian Gibson 
Charlies Earie 
Hal Brown 

Ted Wells Ore 





Vivien Fay Palomar 
Susan Miller Imogene Coca 
TT 























JACK POWELL 
THE GHEZzIS 
| NOVAK and FAY 
| BARR and ESTES 
TIP, TAP and TOE 


All Placed by 
EDDIE a 22 W. 48th Street, 
ew 


York 





Flowerton | 


Jack Owens 
Stage ‘I’ Cafe 
Wally Vernon 
Billy Young 
Henry Galanti 
Shemp Howard 
4 Squires 
Swanee Ina 
Eddie Beal 
Gladys Bentley 





1939 





Topsy’s 
Elmer 
Arlett Jon 
Taras & Masters 
Nichols & Lucas 
The Mercer Bros 
Dorothy Brandon 
Chuck Foster Ore 


Victor Hugo 


Joaquin Garay 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Carmine 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pamp Koom) 

H McCreery Ore 

Betty Bryant 
(The Buttery) 


Cleo Brown 


Bali Ball 


Ralph Cook 
’ Armin 
vy Deitrich 
Sally Osmon 
Jimmie Green Ore 


Bismarck Hotel 

(Walnut Room) 
Virginia Gibson 
Gloria Lee 
Hadley Gls 
Bert Granoff 
Bob Belmont 
Pauline Swaan 
Beity Greys 


| Herby Walsh 


| Patricia 
| Phil Levant 














Beryl Wallace 


Dorothy Gerron 
Reginald Craig 
Archie Bleyer Ore 
£4 Durant Ore 
Florentine Garden 


Emil Basso Ore 
Frank Sebastian's 
2 Cubanola 
Eduardo Chenez 
Joe Barris Ore 


Jackie Coglen 
Grace Hayes 
Lind Hayes 
Joe Frisco 
Charlie Foy 
Lou Sailee Ore 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Loretta Walker 
Princess Luanna 
Joe Sullivan Ore 

Indigo Cafe 
Sid Brown 
Jimmy Ellard 
Jack Frost 
Val Harris 

it Cafe 

Cabaneros 
Don Rudoif Ore 
derry’s Mandalay 
Marguerite Padula 








a | 
} 


3 Sophisticated Gls 


Maurice Kosloff Co 


(Girace Hayes Lodge 


Tanner Sis 
Gloria Monroe 
Kirk Allen 
Massey & Miller 
Jerry Mumson 
Jimmy Brierly 
George Olsen 
Paris Inn 
Dominic 
Blane & Elaine 
Ginger Weldon 
Katherine Skidmore 
Lillian Gilbert 
Eric Massey 
Henry Monett 
Marguerite & M 
Ken Henryson 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Seven Seas 
Danny Kawanna 
Kay Silver 
Lillian Gibson 
Al McIntyre 
Eddie Bush 4 
Slapsy Maxle’s 
Slapsy Maxie 
Jack Waldron 
Joe Plotksi 
Andy Sorrelli 
Virginia Mathews 
Moore & Lewis 
Tommy Reuiy Ore 


Somerset House 





Harry Ringland 
Art Tatum 


Red Fields 
Long 
ore 


Blackhawk 


Bob Crosby Ore 
tay Baudue 
Eddie Miller 


Marion Mann 
Dorothy Claire 
Gil Rodin 

Don Pedro Ore 
Orrin & Betty 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Batinese Kim) 

Margret English 

Pliner & Earl Ore 

dine Goose 

Evelyn Waters 

Al Lane 

Melody king 

Buck Hunt 

4 Hits & a Miss 


Brevoort Hoiet 
(Crystal Room) 


Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 


Broadmont 


Herb Rudolph Ore 
Sandra 

Ginger Wood 
Georgie La Reau 
Jimmie Reid 
Sylvia Tucker 
Henry Simon 

4 Londoneers 


Chez Buckley 
Dick Buckley 
Maritta Ryan 
Olga Anton 
Sam Bari 
Ralph Lindgren Or 


Chez Paree 


Cross & Dunn 
Adelaide Moffett 
Mary Raye & N 
Jack Durant 
Janice Williams 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorablas 
Club Al 
Marion James 
Vicki Belle 
Shirley Ray 
Lil Gerard 
Oliver Harris Ore 


Club Alabam 


Dorothy DeHoghton 
Evelyn Nesbit 
Harriet Norris 
Sadie Moore 
Jack Irving 
Paulette LaPierre 
Allen Cole 
EMe Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dorothy Dale 
Dave Unells Ore 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colony Club 
Russel Swann 
Marjorie Gainsw'rth 
Jose Manzanares Ur 
Lew Fidler Ore 
Colosimos 
Ada Leonard 
Roy Rogers 
Belva White 
Natalie & How 
Betty Robin 
Harry Rose 
Lilka Kadimova 
Pronaph Gis 
Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 
Sam Robinson 
Henriene Barker 
Smitty & Black 
Glenn Thomas 
Billy Eckstein 
Connie Morrow 
Chippie Hill 
Ethele Wilson 
Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partelle Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 


Johnny Banga Orc 
(Peacock Rm) 


Joe Vera 
(Pompeiian Km) 
Irving Margraff 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Ted Weems Orc 
Marvel Maxwell 
Elmo Tanner 
Roberts & White 
Perry Como 
Parker Gibbs 
Red Ingle : 
County Washburne 

Dutch's 
John Elliott 
Carlos & Dolores 
Betty Jerome 
Evelyn Harris 
Lolita 
Mort Lund Orc 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Reom) 
Ray Herbeck Orc 
De Mar & Denice 

Betty Benson 
Kirby Brooks 
Marine 4 

Harriet Smith Gls 





Herb Foote 








885 Club 


Eddie Varzos Ors 
Covert & Reed 
Lucio Garcia 
Johnny Howard 
Grace McCarthy 


Fi Dumpe 
Laurene Ne Vel 
Bernie Green 
Gloria Pay 
Marie Paul 
Whirly Gls 
3 Loose Screws 
Ray Stiebers Ore 
Sam Badis 

Famous Door 


Esther Whittington 

Bryan Wolf 

Kunice Hill 

Dave Malcom 

Belle Baler 

Florine Manners 

Niki Nirhols 

Terry O'Toole 

Al Robinson Ore 

Franke's Casine 

Will Martin 

Honore & Gladice 

Zerelle 

Betty Story 

Jean Moore 

S Woodbridge 

Rillie Rogers 

Buddy Kirbie 

Rocke Elisworth 

Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 90's 

Al Sears 

Lew King 

Joan Rogers 

June Jackson 

Vanette Gls 

Pat Otis 

sobby Danders Ore 
Gay Paree 

Lulu Lind 


Elinor Johnson 

Alice Hanson 
Gelden Spot 

Sid Schapps 

Charlene Baker 

Hal Barber 

Irene Fortes 

Lea Andrea 

Chester LeRoy Ore 
Grand Terrace 


Tondelaya & 
Rhythm Pals 
Ted Smith 
Gladys Madden 
Dot Adams 

Buck & Bubbles 
Geo D Washington 
Jean Starr 

Karl Hines Orc 
Dusty Fletcher 
Leonard Reed Gis 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass Heuse Rm) 
Toasty Pall Orc 
Carl Bock 
Ted & Mary Taft 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Voss 
Harry's N ¥ Cab’ret 
Jerry Bergren 
Roberta Jonay 
Kdith Griffith 
ftmma Calder 
Galente & Leonardo 
Rankin Gls 
Chas Engels Ore 
Art Buckley 
Al Wagner 
Billie Myers 
Lee Berling 

Hickory Ina 
Kay Dare 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Ore 

Hi Hat 
Jackie Heller 
Joan Abboit 
Lois Harper 
Kretlow Gls 
Sid Lang Ore 


Ivanhoe 


Helen Irwin 

#lice Munson 

4 Hawaiians 

Keith Beecher Orc 
L’ Aiglon 

Mary W Kilpatrick 

Eusebio Concialdi 

Spyros Stamos 

Don Quixote Ore 

Ennio Bolognini Or 


Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Koom) 
Vibra 
Stuff Smith Ore 
Gladys Madden 
Jonah Jones 


Lopez 


Liberty Inn 
Dick Huges 
Helen lDurfree 
June West 
Billy Hill 
Fritzi Bey 
Barbra Bow 
Rita Manning 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Bob Tank Ore 


Little Club 
Richard Denzler 
Roland & Francine 
Betty Brooks 
Joe Kish Orc 


McGraws 
Marion Boyd 
Peggy De Vere 
Miss Buzz Williams 
Jack Tilson 
Chuck Andrews 
George West 
Phil Chinard 


McLaughlin's 
Neil Clark 
Nadja 
Mickey Duan 
Ann Heim 
Bromberg Bd 

Meledy Mill 
Tiny Hill Orc 
Allan DeWitt 
Harold Osborne 

Millstone 
Ann Millstone 
Flo Whitman 
Ga:e Lawrence 
Betty Marris 
Della Bartell 
Jack Roland Ore 
Nyra Lou 








Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Sharone 


Minuet Club 
Dee Downey 
Renee Villon 
Gale Lawrence 
Jacqueline Allen 
Art Fishers Ore 

Morrison Hotel 

(Boston Oyster 
House) 

Manfred Gotthelf 


Nameless Cafe 


Mancini Ore 
Ona Mayo 
Gwen Pavl 
Pinky Tracey 
Margie Strong 
Evelyn Reed 
Ed Leon 
Nappo 
Natasha 
Jean Stone 
Ray Conlin 
Kay Moore 
Honey Lee 
Sally Sharratt 
Old Heidelberg 


Gardens 


Ore 


| Ola Heidelberg Co 


Octet 

Robert Kessier 
Franz & Fritz 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Raoul Kantrow 
Herbie Orc 


Paddock Club 
Ione O' Dennell 
Ruth Deane 
Ilo Niles 
Irv Doernfield 
Diane Raye 
Jay Hiil 
Lee Francis Ore 

Palmer House 

(Empire Reom) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Ryfe Davis 
Dick Barstow 
Anderson & Allen 
Durette Alexander 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley ‘ire 

Parody Club 
Flash Evans 
Ida Brown 
Dolores Shaw 
Kaytherine Atkin 
Chic Sanders Ore 


Play house 


Helen Hart 
Johnny Morrissey 
Jean Cook 
Charlene Baker 
Barry Hodges Ore 
Rese Bowl 
Willie Shore 
Freddie Fishers Or 
Mary Jane Brown 
Gilbert & Armon 
Gladys Palmer 
Lillian Barnes 
Sol Wagner 
Royal Frolice 
Dolly Kay 
Eddie White 
4 Witson Bros 
Anthony, A & H 
Al Trurk Orc 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
(Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 
Pedro de Leon 4 
Jerry Glidden 
Keller Sis 
Del Ohrel 
(Panther Room) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Irene Daye 
8 Jitterbugs 
Carl Marx 
Silhouette 
Larry Forbes 
Mildred Parr 
Eddie Danders 
Joan Baylor 
Joey Conrad Ore 
Silver Cloud 
Ray Stiles 
Nonnie Morrison 
Selbys 
Janet Carver 
Johnny Morrison 
Eleanor Daniels 





—== 


Joan Cosiclto 
Hazel Zalius 
Nord Richardson 
Johnny McFall Ore 
Silver Frolicg 
Harry Harris 
Elaine Rabey 
Tony & Gene 


Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Sunny Carter 
Connie Fasesaw 
Boots Burns 


|} Jean Rochelle 








Dolores Del Rae 
Marg Faber Gis 


Joel & Annette 
Dietrichs 

Inez Scott 
Aloha 

| Jessie Rosella 
Dagmar 

Dolly Sterling 


Patricia Perry 
Collette 
Carmen 


Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Sky Kocket 


Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Rhythm Boys Ore 
Bernhardt & G 
Byton Gls 


Stratosphere Club 
Princes Red Rock 
Frank Barbor 
Subway 
Ginger Dix 
Lucille Carroll 
Gladys George 
Gypsy Zena 
Mary Lou 
Jackie Richard 
Frances Thomas 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 
Susi-Q 
Rernie Green 
Saxon Sis 
Cheri 
Jules Scoit 
Sam Bari 
Verne Wilson Ore 
Thompson's 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
Kiinor Johnson 
Honore & Gladyce 
Alice Hansen 

Glen Donelly 
Patsy Thomas 

Not Keith Gis 
Marsh McCurdy 
Sammy Frisco Ore 


rhree Deuces 


Baby Dodds 
Charlies McBride 
Lill Armstrong 
Lonnie Johnsen 
(Off Beat Room) 
Anita O'Day 
Wingy Mannone 
Tramp Bd 
Lennie Esterdall 
Jimmy McPartland 


Tower Inn 


Mollie Mannor 
Sam Haas 

Inez Gonan 
Betty Story 

Lee Gls 

3 Hawailans 
Frank Davis Ore 


Town Club 


Joe Hadden 

Cart Abbott 

Gloria Starr 

May de Fili 

Kay Marcey 
Marjory Lane 
Wayne Bros 
Enid Phillips 

5 Chicagoans 

Frankie Quatre! Ore 

Villa Moderne 

Tony Cabot Ore 

Winona Gardens 


Gigi Rene 

Lee Harmos 

Pat Allen 

Nita La Tour 
Virginia Gilbert 
Lucilie Johnson 
Frances West 
Nita La Tour 
Hazel Gregg 
Frank Snyder Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Jack Curtis 
Mimi Stewart 
Lee Lamont 
Paul Rich 
Carlos Ramos Ore 
Kmar 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R'm) 
Meyer Davis Ore 


(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Juele Ore 
A Murray Dancers 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Garden Terrace) 
Bobby Hackett 
Pee Wee Russell 
Dorothy Dennis 
Benny the Bum’s 
Larry Vincent 
Rimacs 
Chiquita 
Conchita 
Charley Boy 
Bart Mernandez 
Sally La Marr 
Cadillac Tavern 
Helen Doyle 
Henrique & Adrien 
Dean Edwards 
Lillian Stewart 
Mary Clark 
Dolores Lakro 
Marcella Marchand 
Darlene Jones 
Line (12) 
Jerry Massell 
Charles Arthur 
Ferranti 3 
Jack Newlon 


Sunny Ray 
H Reynolds Ore 
Club 15 


Johnny Young Ore 
Beverly Fisher 
Jimmy Lackore 
Lee Vaughn 
Cafe Moroney 
Scarey Gavin 
Al Cubler 
Hal Pfaff Ore 
Jean Van 
Isabelle Daniels 
Lorraine Wiley 
Virginia Gane 
Club Merocco 
Jockey Jimson 
Joe Armstrong 
Danny Richards 





Persade & Jetan 
Louise Wright 
Elaine Foster 
Mike Jaffree 
Allen Shaw 
Charlie Gains Ore 


Down Beat 


Harry Roberts 
Henry Patrick 


Duatkin’s Rathskeller 


Frank Ponti 

Sunny Nash 

Irene Kay 

Billie Lee 

Margie Drummond 
Cleo Valentine 
Irving Braslow Ore 


El Chico 


Kay _Laverly 
Margaret Marshall 
Virginia Howard 
Jean Sutherland 
Muriel Harrison 
Sherry Lee 

Arlett Withers 
Senorita Marguerite 
Ivan Tashman Orc 


Embassy 


Senorita Monteria 
Dolores O'Neill 
Al Moore Orc 
Pedre Blanco Ore 
George Clifford 
Lolita Cordoba 
LeMarr & Martin 
Evergreen Casino 
Tommy Monroe 
Bea Saxon 
Manor & Mignor 
Al Eldrich 
Jo Miles Ore 
1523 Club 


| Swing King Ore 


Ben Alley 

Beth Challis 

Dolly Parker 

June Davis 
Dorothy Tanner 
Betty McKee 
Francis Lenox 
Mitzi Lane 
Ethelind Terry 
Frankie Paltumbo's 


Ben Perry 

Remos 

Ikay Allen 
Yvonettes (8) 
Bobby Morrow Ore 
Dino & ae 
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Harris Tavern {ack ai a Sunset Club 26th & North Club; Marie Paul 6 Crandyl Sis 
Alabama Corinne B ebize ae t Eddie Apple Kay Crandell Ore | Don Pablo Ore Santoro & Lorraine | 
Bobby Lyons oe Tic Top Ta Eddie Farley Ore 
Sie taitare | MeO ee | seater | ance rr emsee® Powatan |" slater Hotel Bands and Orchestras 
Betty Thomas Senauelios Masesee . “ . e - ral re | Miron Stuart Ore | Rob Shafer (Terrace Room) 

Hildebrand’s Vic Earlson = alle & Howar@ | jane Rubey Rogers Sis Chuck Shanks Ore 
Charlie Neid Eleanor Leonard Shutta & Kent Phil Grogan George Register 
3 Whirling Tornad’s Silver Take Ino | 4) Gale Dolly O'Dea Cameee o Al Shanks / 
Norma Norton eta ates Betty Louis Woodard Sis Sammy Desert Cre | Pred Nels (Continued from page 40) 
Bobby Ferguson Mickey Familant Or| Virginia Grey Bobbie Stuart Sake To-Jo Farms 


Queens of Rnythm 
Anna Maye 
Bette Marie 
Frankie Milton 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Ore 
Jack Lynch’s 
Charles Smith 
Vincent Risso Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Joe E. Lewis 
Nicholas Bros 
Marjorie Gainsw'rth 
Evelyn Martin 
Mona Reed 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Herb Dubrow 
Jimmy Blake 
J Lynch Gls (12) 
Joe Fresetto Orc 
Little Rathskeller 
Tatara 
Ruth Wayne 
Al Schenk 
Lloyd & Willis 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Johnny & George 
Maggie's 
Helen Maxwell 
Marie Clair 
Lena Aristo 
Bucky Shores 
Young Sis 
Walt Wolford Ore 
George De Alma 
Mazel & Zita 
Helene Sinclair 
Vience 
Manoa Inn 


Leonard Cook 
Billie Richmond 
Judy Lane 

Dick Gale 
Whirling Dervishes 
Brancheau & Fent'n 
Billy Gates Ore 


Open Door 
Bob Ridley 
De Mayos 


Cola Mein 
Meader & Ridley 
Nanette Ore 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Purple Derby 
Buck Calhoun 
King Sis 
Jean O'Neile 
Andy Russell 
Ray Allen Oro 
Rendezvous 
Joe Kirk 
Pearl Williams 
Edith Delaney 
Wilma Novak 
Park & Lane 
Bob Hargraves Orc 
Stamp’s Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 


Alice Lucey 
Florodora Sextet 
Jane Patterson 
Lord & Janis 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 


1300 Cafe 


Nicky Galucci 
Jimmy Bronson 
Bill Miller 
Ann Fisher 
Margie Frame 
Bob Frame 
Nan Roberts 
Camille Roverts 
Texas Plant 


Twentieth Century 


4 Dancing Macunes 
Bobby Bernard 
Jean Vickers 
Madeline Sherman 
Tommy Cullen Ore 


Venice Grille 
Jack Rich 
‘oey Hayer Ore 
Babe La Tour 
Viking Cafe 
Rillie Callahan 
Joe Kearns 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Russell Curtis 
Billy Julian 
Neil & Delmar 
Louise Seymour 
Dick Gale 
Helen Brooks 
Village Barn 
Bobby Evans 
Jackie Miles 
Patsy Shaw 
Paul & Paulette 
Buddy Lewis 
Alex Gray Ore 
Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Tiae Hart 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Helen Worthington 
Ralph Corabi 
Paul & Pettit 
Kirk & Lawrence 
O’Connor 2 & St. C 
Bill Evans 
Sid Golden 
Signor Karmino 
J & T Shellenh'’mer 
Eldoradians 

Yacht Club 
Marlyn Maynes 
Stephanie & Craig 
Dot Bollinger 
Jimmy Bailey 
Ada Reynolds 
Roberta Ramsey 





Patricia Robinson 
Kitty Helmliug Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletic Club 
Hal Munro Orc 


Bert Phillip'’s 


Pep Babler Oro 
Ethel Seilde) 


Blatz Palm Garden 


Don Chiesta Ore 
Marilyn Foster 


Blue Moon 


D Davidson Ore 
Virginia Rosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 

Chateau Club 
Btan Jacobsen Ore 
Johnny Poat 
Patsy Marr 
Marion Vinay 
Hazel Kennedy 
Dow & Betty 
Sharon Hale 
Therese Rudolph 
Fonda & St Clair 
Lord Lyon 


Clover Club 
Harry Weber Ore 
Ruth Phillips 
Eva Thornton 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Hurley 
Flo Radke 
Don Kranich 
Jaxon 


Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 


Club Madrid 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Patricia Page Gis 
Marguerite Claudet 
Paul Burkette 


Club Sahara 
Geo Cerwin Ore 

Club Terris 
Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 

Congo Club 
Alberta Reed 
3 Esquires 
Pearl Moss 
Mary Reed 
Leonard Gay Ore 

Cornies Ship 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Ben Boe Orc 
Ralph Lewis 
Bailey & Lamarr 
Bert Gilbert 

Devines Eagles 

Billy Baer Orc 
Steve Swedish Ore 
Mabel Drake 
Dorothy Dale 
Red Roberts Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Jimmy De Pelma 
Howard Geiger 


Mamie’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Clyde Thomas 


Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Jay Mills Ore 


Kari Ratsch’'s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 

Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ory 


Last Round Up 


Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Kec 


Lindy’s 
Rick & Snyder 
Victor 
Sdith Rae 


Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 


Ann Saber 
Maxine & Clayton 
Helen Holmes 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Harriet Cross 
Therese Rudolph 
4 Bobettes 
Johnny Davis Oro 


Oasis 


Marty Gray Ore 
Snooks Hartman 


Old Heidelberg 


Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Allen Dunn 
Alma Williams 
Babe Collins 
Suzanne 
Claudia Ferris 


Open Door 


Tinney Liveng’d Or 
Larry Powell 


Paris 
Gordie Bennett Orc 
Piantation Club 


Rert Bailey Oro 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Myrtle Thomas 
Hunky Brown 


Plankinton House 
(Red Room) 
Walter Librace 


Rendezvous 


Bob Matheson Orc 
Jinny Blaney 
Marion Walter 
Marcella Paige 
Joan De Lee 
4 La Marrs 
Billy Stevens 
Dotty Norman 
Grace Brown 
Mary Douglas 
Rendezvous 12 
Reno 
Babe Laway 
Jean Allen 
Pat Marvin 
Helen Allen 
Romona Brownwell 
Rose Vine 
Vindick Sis 
Jean Hamilton 
Harvey Lee Ore 


Scaler’s 


Tony Bauer Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 


Schwartz 


Benny Goodman Or 
Irene Griggs 

Tony Salerno 
Claude Parmenter 


Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 


State Gardens 


Ear! Rige Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Fio Smith 
Peggy Hall 
Verne & Evelyn 
Eleanor Rae 
Anita Allen 
tose Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 








Rosco Ails 
Al Samuals 


Town and Count 
Club ” 


Madeline Gardiner 
Zastro & Wells 
Marty Hoff 
Cameo Gls 
Debutantes 
Joan Delange 
Johnny Little 
Billy Joy 
Irene Burke 
2 Durands 
Dorothy Dare 
Toy’s 


Case Landis Ore 


CLEVELAND : 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Stalac Bros & P 
Barbarina’s Poms 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Charlie Gordon 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Stone 

Airway Club 
Troy Singer Orc 
Judy Black 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Triza 
Rich’d Montgomery 
Mary Dixon 
Howard & Carita 
Helen Wiles 

Chateau 

Pete Geraci Ore 
Leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
3 Femmes 1 Fellow 

College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 

Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Orc 
4 Olid Timers 
jallard & Rae 
Alzena 
Margie Harmon 
Eddie Barnes 
Texas Rockets 

Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camiile 

Gourmet Club 
Louis Cina Ore 
Gloria Glenmore 
Marjorie Black 

Hatton’s Club 
Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Art Norkus Ore 

Balconades 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 

Bill Green’s 
Paul Burton Orc 
Johnny Duffy 
Don Kaye 
Nick Tempo 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Greenwood 
Carol Goulo 
Crewe & Sumners 
Dave Jeffreys 

Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Joyce Paimer 
Marion Muller 
Hotel Henry 


M Contreras Oro 
Conchita 
Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Buddy Russell 3 
Hotel Schenley 
Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 
Hotel William Penn 
(Chatterhox) 
Bernie Cummins Or 
Connie Barleau 
Walter Cummins 
Dippy Johnson 
(Continental Bar) 
Versatilians 
Italian Gardens 
Ftzi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 
Johnny Morris 


DETROIT 
Ambassador Jay Jason 
Bill Tracey Sweethearts £9) 
Gabl Lesley Cliff Bell's 


Sam Weston 
Gloria Shayn 
Yevo & Doro 
Dale Lynn 

Geo Alfano Orc 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Ben Cutler Ore 
Rod Drigo & F 
(Motor Bar) 
Peter Kent Orc 
Chene-Trombley 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Pat MeGowen 
Rita DuVere 
Margie Rush 
Mitchell & Rayb'rn 


Commodore Club 
C Costello Ore 
Lee De Bain 
Don Arden 
Artist Models (6) 
Texas Tommy 

Club Frontenac 
Frank Gillen Ore 
Vi-Mar Duo 
Lynn Sherrill 
Gloria Miller 
Elaine Manzi 














Wirth’s Futuristic 


Bill Schweitzer Orc 
Jack Fexer 

Vailie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 


Wisconsin Roof 


Anson Weeks Orc 
M Merrymaker Orc 
Nic Harper Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 


Zanker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Orc 


Rose-Marie 

Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Orc 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willard Potts Ore 
Bettie Allen 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Gayle Gaylord 
James & Peltz 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins Or 
Gus Van 
Crawford & Caskey 
Romany 3 

Hotel Statler 


C Hoagland Orc 
Jeanne Stewart 
Glover & LaMae 


Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vie Corpora 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 


Monaco’s Cafe 
Ross Pierce Ore 
Marilynd Maynard 


Mounds Club 
Orvelle Rand Ore 


Ohio Villa 


Freddie Carlone 
Mickey Katz 
Lester Cole Debs 
Jackson, Stone & R 
2 Cansinos 
3 Albins 
Pol-Mar Gls 
Southern Tavern 
Ted King Orc 
Kirk Wood 

Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


Or 


Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
Johnsons 
Kennywood 
Benny Burton Ore 
Rudy Gallie 
Ida Iola 
New Penn 
Emerson Gill Ore 
Gail Reed 
Starr & Dann 
Lowry & Davis 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Orc 
Bob Carter 
Martinet & Crow 
Jimmy Ray 
Woods & Bray 
Angelo Di Palma 
Sherry Saunders 
Claire Ray Gls 
Nut House 
Boogy-Woogy 
Mike Zetz 
Harry Nosokoff 
George De Costa 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Adele Curtis 
Lynn & Davis 
Dewey Moon 
Betty Hurst 
Billy Cover 
Le Roi 
Chicquita 


Show Boat 


Al Fremont Orc 
Leola Frazier 
Billy Keaton 
Santos & Elvira 
Betty Benson 
Betty Co-eds (6) 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Orc 
Buzzy Kountz 
Will Ward 
George Weber 


Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 


Kaye Andre 
Gardner Smith Ore 


Imperial Club 


Boyd Senter 
Nub Brown Ore 


Neblolo Cafe 


Leonard Seel Orc 
Arlene Whitney 
Ames & Vivienne 
Eddie Jacobs 
France Reynolds 


Northwood Inn 


Zev Clay Ore 
Sally Jo Nelson 
John Hale 
Burns & White 
Dorothy Maye 


Oasis 
June & Jerry 
Margie White 
Bishop & Pal 
Josephine Campbell 
Harry Goodman 
Don Ricardo Ore 


Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
Salardo 3 
Dorothy & Del Nilo 








Carroll & Gorman 
Hal Boorn Orc 


Don Harris 
Buddy Lester 


IA’s Mistrial 














(Continued from page 5) 


with provisions of the constitution. 
He identified communications from 
President Browne authorizing seiz- 
ure of the union. He said wire was 
received about 1:10 am. March 13 
and that takeover occurred about 
3 a.m. He declared officers were es- 
corted to union headquarters by Lew 
C. G. Blix, Local 37 business repre- 
sentative, who unlocked the doors. 


Gatelee stated the deposed officers 
of Local 37 were not given a hearing 
within 24 hours as provided by the 
constitution because of a restraining 
order pending in federal court. 
Gatelee testified that he prepared the 
charges against the local officers. 


Joseph Carpenter testified officers 
withdrew $10,000 in organization’s 
funds and attempted to withdraw an 
additional $80,000 because they had 
been advised weeks before that the 
International was preparing to seize 
the union. He said they were ad- 
vised that William Bioff might re- 
turn as dictator of technicians in 
labor ranks. 


Sounding Strike Sentiment 


Deposed officers of Local 37 have 
been taking a secret strike vote on 
walkout if the producers refuse to 
negotiate with bargaining represen- 
tatives designated by the rank and 
file membership. No ballot is being 
circulated, but members are being 
asked to express themselves on sub- 
ject directly to officers and their 
representatives. 


Deal has been set between pro- 
ducers and the Screen Set Designers 
calling for a 100% Guild shop. Pro- 
ducers will be permitted to bring in 
10% of designers from outside, but 
workers must affiliate with SSD. 


Pay of senior designers is tilted 
from $1.46 and $1.50 an hour to $1.70. 
Junior designers will receive $1 per 
hour the first year, $1.20 the second 
year, $1.40 the third year, with $1.70 
thereafter. 


Contract provides for 44-hour 
week, with proviso that designers 
cannot be worked over eight hours 
any day without time and a half if 
overtime exceeds four hours in any 
week. Ratio of assistants and ap- 
prentices to senior designers is 
fixed at 1 to 5. Agreement is for 
one year, subject to reopening at 
any time there is a reduction in 
standard hours in the industry. 


Designers negotiating committee 
was composed of Ed Mussa, Ed Gil- 
bert, John Gilbert, Joe Daniels, 
Frank Durdlof, Bill Young, Carl An- 
derson, Idris Lloyd and George 
Bodle, business representative of the 
organization. 

A general pickup in employment 
in the film industry was reported 
this week by business representa- 
tives of various labor crafts. Most 
of calls were for construction work 
on productions scheduled to get un- 
der way early this month. 

Negotiations will be resumed this 
week between major studio man- 
agers and Screen Readers Guild. 
The readers are asking for a mini- 
mum wage of $65 weekly. They now 
receive from $25 to $50 weekly. 





Andrini Bros. Will Join 
Mahoney Unit in Aussie 


Pittsburgh, May 2. 

The two Andrini brothers, one- 
time cocktail lounge strollers, who 
have worked up a comedy musical 
act, sail May 10 from Vancouver for 
Australia, where they open a six- 
month tour early next month with 
Will Mahoney’s new vaude unit. 

Team, which hung up long en- 
gagements here at the Roosevelt 
and William Penn hotels, recently 
returned to Pitsburgh after a run at 
the Biltmore Bowl, Los Angeles. 
Boys while there also did special- 
ties in a couple of Spanish-Language 
pictures with Tito Guizar at Para- 
mount. 





Maurice-Cordoba Set 


Maurice and Cordoba sail June 6 
for the Savoy hotel, London, arriv- 
ing June 12, the very day of their 
opening there. Summer booking is 
for indef stay. 

Dancers are current at the Hotel 
Plaza, N. Y. 




















Gray. Ted. Gatineau CC., Ottawa, Ont. 
Grenet, Eliseo, El Chico, NYC. 
Gumin, Joe, Chateau Club, Milwaukee. 
; H 
Haas. Alexander, 254 W. 75th St., NYC. 
on™ Bob, Majestic B., Long Beach, 
alif. 
Hardy, Bob, Flamingo N., Boston. 


Haring, Bob, c/o R-O'K, 
Harper, Nic, Wisconsin Roof B., Mil- 
waukee, 


Harris, Phil, Wilshire Bow!, Loa Angeles. 
Hart, Little Joe, Vid Vienna R., Cin- 
‘innati, 

Henry, Chuck, Paris Inn, L.A. 

Herbeck, Ray, Biltmore H., Dayton, 0. 
Herman, Woody, Meadowbrook Club, 
‘edar Grove, N. J. 

Hill, Tiny, Melody Mill B., Chi. 


Himber, Richard, Paradise R. NY¥c, 

Hines, Earl, Grand Terrace, Chi. 

Hite, Les. Omar's Dome €., L. C. 

Hohengarten, Carl, CBS, Chi. 

Holmes, Herbie, Glen Echo Park B., 
Wash., D.C. 

Holst, Ernie, Belmont-Plaza H.. NYC. 

» ons, Claude, Apollo T., NYC. 
Hopkins, Len, Chateau-Laurier H., Ot- 
tawa, Ont. 
J 
Jacobs, Howard, Wm. Morrie Agency, 


Jacobson, Stan, Chateau Club, Milwaukee, 


Jahns, Al, Providence-Biltmore H.. Prov. 

Jay, Vallie, Wirth’s Futuristic B., Mil- 
waukee 

Joy, Jimmy, Hipp T., Balto. 

Jurgens, Dick, Trianon B., Chi, 

K 

Kain, Paul, Wardman Park H., Wash., 

D.C. 


Kaye, Sammy. Commodore H., NYC. 
Kavelin, Al, Chase H., St. Louis. 
Kendis, Sonny, Stork Club, NYC. 
Kenney, Mart, Vancouver H., Vancouver, 


Kent, Larry, Biltmore Bow], L. A. 
H., Detroit. 


Kent, Peter, Book-Cadillac é 
Kerr, Jimmy, Jerry's Mandalay N.. Hol- 
ly wood. 


King, Ted‘‘y, Southern Tavern, Cleve, 
King Wayne, Lyric T., Indpls. 

King’s Jesters, Claridge H., Memphis. 
Kinney, Ray, Lexington H., NYC. 
Kogen, Harry, NBC, Chi. 

Krupa, Gene, Sherman H., Chi. 

Kuhn, Dick, Astor H., NYC. 

Kvale, Al, State-Lake T., Chi. 

Kyser, Kay, H. Pennsylvania, NYC, 


L 


Lally, Howard, Five o’Clock Club, Miami. 
Lawson, Doc, c/o Rockwell Amus, 
Lang, Sid, Hi-Hat Club, Chicago. 

Le Baron, Eddie, Rainbow Room N., NYC. 
Levant, Phil, Bismark H., Chi, 
Light, Enoch. Taft H., NYC. 
Livengood, Tinney, Open Door 
waukee, 

Livingston, Jimmy, Walled Lake Casino, 
Detroit. 

Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., NYC. 
Lorch, Carl, Radisson H.. Mpls. 

Lucas, Clyde, Beverly Hills, CC., New- 
port, Ky. 

M 


Malneck, Matty, Cafe LaMaze, H'wood. 
Manzanares, Jose, Colony Ciub, Chicago. 
Maples, Nelson, Webster Hall, H., Pitts. 
Marsala, Joe, Hickory House N., NIC. 
Marshard, Jack, H. Plaza, NYC. 
Martell, Paul, Arcadia B., NYC. 
Martin, Freddie, Aragon B., Chi. 
Martin, Lou, Leon & Eddie's N.. NYC. 
Matheson, Bob, Rendevous C., Milwaukee. 
Mayehoff, Eddie, Governor Clinton H., 
NYC 


N., Mil- 


McCreery, H., Ambassador H., Chi. 


McCoy, Clyde, c-o Gus Edwards, First 
Nat’l Bank Bldg., Chi. 
McDonald, Billy, U. 8. Grant H., San 


Diego, Calif. 
McFarland 
Albany, N. Y. 

McPartlind, Jack, 8 Deuces C., Chi. 

Mellen, Earl, Madura'’s Danceland, Whit- 
ing, Ind. 

Miller, Glen, Georgetown U., Washing- 
ton, D, C, 
Millinder, Lucky, State Palace B., NYC. 
Willington, Basso, Black Cat N., NYC, 
Mintz, Herbie, Oriental Gardens B., Chi. 


Twins, De Witt Clinton H., 


Mojica, Leon, El Patio B., San Fran- 
cisco. 
Moore, Carl, Lowry H., St. Paul. 


Morgan, Russ, Chez Paree, Chi. 
Munro, Hal, Athletic Club, Milwaukee. 
Murray, Charlies, Mon Paris N., NYC. 


N 


Nagel), Harold, Pierre H., NYC. 
Newman, Ruby, Rainbow Room, NYC. 
Noble, Leighton, Ritz-Cariton H., Boston, 
Noble, Ray, c/o Win. Morris, H' wood. 
Noel. Henry, 33-15 28th St., Long Island 
City, N.Y. 


o 


Olman, Val, c/o Rockwell Amus, 
Olsen, Geo... c/o MCA, 

Osborne, Will, Park Central H., NYC. 
Owens, Harry, St. Francie H., San F. 


Pr 


Palmer, Seneca H., Rochester, 


Panchito, Versailles R., NYC. 
Parks, Bobby, c/o Rockwell Amus, 


Skeeter, 


Paul, Eddie, Columbia B., Cleve., O. 
Pendarvis, Paul, Palace H., San Fran- 
elaco. 


Peppers, 3, Park Central H., NYC. 
Peyton, Jimmy, Plaza R., Pittsburgh. 
Playboys, Town House H., L. A. 
Pliner & Far), Blackstone H., Chi. 
Powell, Walter, Show Baer, Forest Hills, 
NYC, 

Prima, Louis, Jitterbug House, Los An- 


eles. 

R 
Ramona, Wisconsin Roof, Milw. 
Ramos, Ramon, H. Ambsssador, NYC. 


Ravazza, Carl, Rainbow Rendezvous, San 
Francisco. 

Ravel, Don, Greenwich Village Casino, 
r¥C 


Renard, Jacques, Cocoanut Grove N., 
Boston. 

Reisman, Leo, 130 W. Sith St., NYC. 

Rhythm Boys, Stevens H., Chi. 

Ricardo, Don, Oasis Club, Det. 

Richards, Jimmy, 400 Club, Wichita, 
Kans. 

Rico, Don, Seville R., Boston 

Robbins, Billy, Coronado H., Worcester. 
Mass. 

Roberts, Bill, Sir Francis Dreke H., 
San F 


Roberts, Red, Devines Eagles B., Mil- 
waukee. 

Rodrigo. Nano, Havane-Madérid N.. NYC. 

Rogers, Buddy, Toosys, L. A. 

Rogers, Fddie, Belvedere H.. Paltimore. 

Reiland, Don, Marcus Daly, Beverly Hills 
Calif. 


Rollin!, Adrian. Belmont-Plaza H.. NYC 





tomanelli, Luigi, King Edwerd H., Two- 
ronto, 
Russell, Jack, Pershing B., Chi. 
BS) 
Sanabria. Juanite, Havana-Madrid, NYC. 
Savitt, Jan, Lincoln H., NYC, 
Schutt, Arthur, O'Leary’s Barn, NYC. 


Shanks, Charles, Bismarck H., Chl. 
Shaw, Artie, Palomar B., L. A. 
Shelley, Lee, Gibson H., Cincy. 
Shields, Roy, NBC, Chi. 

Sissie, Noble, Paramount H., NYC. 
Smith, Stuff, La Salle H., Chi. 
South, Eddie, Blatz’s Gardens, Milwaukee, 
Spitainy, Phil, R. I. Aude, Prov., R. I. 
Squires, Four, Town House, H' wood. 
Starr, Freddy, Park Lane H., NYC. 
Stabile, Dick, Statler H., Cleve. 
Stoeffler, Wally c/o FB. 

Straeter, Ted, Monte Carlo, NYC. 


Straight, Charles, White City B., Chl. 
Strong, Benny, Brown H., Louisville. 
Stuart, Miron, Trocadero N., Milwaukee, 
Swanson, Billy, c/o CRA. 
T 

Teagarden, Jack, Roseland RBR.. NYC 
Teeter, Jack, Club Terris, Milwaukee. 
Thal, Pierson, Milwaukee A.C., Milw. 
Theis, Henry, c/o R-O'K 

Thompson, Lang, Brown-Palace H., Den- 
ver 

Trace, Al, Sherman H., Chi. 

Tracy, Jack, Broadmoor CC., Dencer. 
Travers, Ted, Blue Meadow Ct Lex- 
ington, Ky. 


Tucker, Warren, Mark Hopkins W., San F. 
Turk, Al, Royale Frolics N., Chi. 


7. 


Van Gelder, Leon, Melody Club, Union 
lL. 2 


City, 


Varzos, Eddie, 885 Club, Chi. 

Venuti, Joe, Pla-Mor B., K. «.. Mo 
Vioni, Bud, Cardinal Club, Milwaukee. 
w 
Waples, Bud, Marquette H., St. Loute. 
Watkins, Sammy, Hotel Hollenden, Cleve, 
Webber, Harry, Clover Club, Milwaukee, 
Weber, Henry, WGN, Chi. 
Weber, Marek, NBC, Chi. 


Webster, Ralph, Lantz’s Merry-Go-Round, 
Dayton, O 

Weeks, Anson, Muehlebach H., K.C., Ma, 
Weeks, Ranny. Club Mayfair, Boston, 


Weems, Ted, Drake H.. Chit, 

Welk, Lawrence, c/o FR, 

Whiteman, Paul, Paramount T., Springe- 
field, Mass, 

Whitley, Jimmy, Sagamore H., Rochete 
ee... Es 

cou Ranny, Hof Brau, San Diego, 
alif, 


Wilson, Teddy, Famous Door. NYC. 
Winston, Jack, Athens Athletic Club, 
Oakland, Calif. 

Winton, Barry, Rainbow Grill, NYC, 
Wittich, Doriss, Yar R., Chi. 
Woods, Howard, Village Barn, 


Y 


; Yates, Billy, El Tivoli Supper Club, Dal- 
as. 
Young Sterling, Stanton Beach, Ore, 


Zz 
Old Heidelberg N., 


NYC. 


Zipp, 
waukee, 
Zwerling, Ruby, State T., NYC. 


Teli A Yokel 


(Continued from page 1) 


Eddie, Mil- 


























they came from, and some of the 
boys with pants hauled up right to 
the tip of their shirt pockets, 


In other words, the yokel will 
come to Broadway, take a look, take 
a walk, see a show, and maybe gan- 
der a ciggie gal in a joint just to see 
if Winchell is easily satisfied or 
whether they’re really lookers. Then 
he can home it and li- himself into 
being the life of the party by brush- 
ing up on the daily Broadway col- 
umns., 

Regardless of were the yokel 
comes from, he will, making his first 
N. Y. trip, be a little rocked at his 
first peep at the voltage caroming 
is spectacular designs over picture 
house fronts. 

At home the same marquee stands 
for years. The house name is circled 
by a chaser or flash arrangement, 
The house billing is fixed. Maybe 
there’s a one-sheet board near the 
curb. In the better towns, there are 
additional lobby showcases. Art 
work is limited, because under pres- 
ent circuit operations the same art 
shop probably works from morning 
until wee hours batting out the 
barest incidentals for three to five 
theatres. Art work which is used 
ahead of smaller town playdates is 
u*ually shipped out for double duty, 
mayhap a bit frayed at the edges. 

Times Square antics—electrical, 
artistic, and design—will stop Mr. A. 
Yokel, because it’s totally unlike 
even the key town of his territory. 

Electrical gigs over the side of an 
entire building, bl«zing colors of 
many kinds and 8-sheet blowups 
summing the critical opinion of the 
New York press will be new. 

None of the small towr stunts go 
here. The guy who is always billed 
as Arlington Brugh ir Beatrice, Neb., 
is always Robert Taylor here. New 
York wouldn't give Alice Faye or 
Tony Martin a tumble until they hit, 
jus’ because they were natives. 

In spite of all this elaborate bally 
for pictures and _icture houses for 
the street ambler, the Broadwayite 
is a far greater gawke., is more 
easily stopped by a corny gag, and 
will fall for sensationalist guff 
| quicker than his country visitor. 

In short, most of those who stare 
with mouths open this summer at 
| Broadway happening will hae 
| Nevy York addresses. A. Yokel has 
| learned to have a good time and 
| keep his mouth shut—until he’s safe- 
| ly home, 
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Wilder to Tour Hayloft Theatres 


As Guest Star in Prize-Winner Town’) Wathering Heights 





Thornton Wilder, author of last 
season’s Pulitzer prize-winning ‘Our 
Town,’ will guest-star in the play at 
several leading strawhats in the east 
this summer. Playwright has pre- 
viously appeared in the show, hav- 
ing replaced Frank Craven in the! 
commentator part for a short time | 
during the Broadway run. Stock-| 
bridge, Mass., and Mt. Kisco, N. Y., 
are among the spots mentioned. With 
or without the author, ‘Our Town’) 
will probably be the most-played 
opus of this season’s hayrack cir- | 
cuit 








Stockbridge Lineups 
Besides the ‘Town’ possibility, | 
other tentative offerings at William 
B. Miles’ Berkshire Playhouse, | 
Stockbridge, are ‘The Circle,’ with | 
Florence Reed; ‘First Lady,’ with 


Jane Cowl; ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ with| } 


Fred Stone, and maybe ‘The White | 
Steed,’ with Whitford Kane. No/| 
tryouts are set, but a couple may be | 
done, There is also a chance that 
a deal may be worked out to ex- 
change two productions with the| 
Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., 
to be operated this summer by War- 
ren P. Munsell, Jr., John Haggard 
and John Cornell. Among the regu- 
lar members penciled in for the| 
Stockbridge troupe are  Helen| 
Brooks, Ann Mason, Ethel Wilson, | 
King Calder, Emmett Rogers and} 
Judson Laire. Miles will direct and | 
Al Ward will do the sets. Theatre 
will be renovated and new seats will | 
be installed. Seasons opens June 26. | 





Nazimova at Mt. Kisco 

In addition to the prospective 
‘Town’ engagement, the Westchester | 
Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y., may | 
present Nazimova in ‘Ghosts,’ Ethel | 
Barrymore in ‘Whiteoaks’ and pos- | 
sibly ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
with a number of the original com- 
pany. There is also a chance that 
Gene Tunney may appear in a show 
and that Al Jolson may guest-star 


Added Strawhats 


(Not Previously Listed) 








Cobweb Players, Darien, Conn. 
June 27. 

Peninsula Players, Fish Creek, 
Wis. July 6. Richard Wylie 
Fisher. 

_ 


in ‘The Emperor Jones.’ Day Tut- 
tle and Richard Skinner will not 
attempt any tryouts and will not re- 
sume their last season’s exchange 
setup with Westport. Tuttle will 
stage most of the shows, with a few 
guest directors used. No players 
have been signed for the regular 
company. 





Suffern Spot Cold 
For the first time since its found- 
ing in 1933, ine County theatre, Suf- 
fern, N. Y., one of the leading straw- 
hats in the east, will not be operated 
this summer. Robert F. Cutler, who 


i2 


Thirty-second annual musical in two acts 
(4 scenes); presented by University of 
Pittsburgh Cap and Gown Club; book by 

Norman Reis; music and lyrics, Gus 
A. Sctinabel, Dr. Benjamin Levant, Ade} 
Iiobson, Vernon Krahl, Jerry Eisner, Bud ' 
Hoffinan, Donald Boyd, G. Norman Reis, | 
Louis M Fushan and Tom Stephenson; | 
staged by Martin B. Fallon; dances staged 
by Ruth Miller; sets, James Lindsay; ar- 
rangements, Max Adkins; orchestra con- 
ducted by Schnabel; at the Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh, week of May 1; $3 top. 
oe a ae Robert Osterloh 
Pe PEMNOONEls <0 6s0c00dtee William Hoeveler 
we PUES 25.0 6oSabendwhesss .J. Karl Stark 
BEABIO. . 0 cas cccccccccceceses 88m Hamilton 
fi |) ee Seer Jack Hoeveler 
we "ER rar eee Roscoe Byers 
i eg ot Milton Hoffman 
Jeff Nichols..............George Hartman 
Herpes Zoster’. ..cccccbhoess William Murray 
Penelope Nichols.....e....-: Douglas Smith 
COnOas ES . PROG cs Kccabaces William Patrick 
Ee a ae Albert C. Young 
FNL 5 sAVAs 0406404606 000K0 Vernon Krahl 
Jungle Witch Doctor...... Edwin Trembath 
DORs Wes c 004508 Lees ch Sede Cees Edward Ziff 
SEP eee Pree ee rr ee Merrill Snyder 

Men's Chorus: Edward Arnovitz, Maurice 
Citron, Robert Doyle, Sigmond Edelman, 
Ned Green, Jerry Hahn, George Hyde, 
Reginald Johnson, Thomas Keifer, Jack 
McLain, John McRorie, Jack Mullin, Ralph 
L. Myers, William Ohl, Samuel Oppen- 





has sponsored the spot in the past, 
is understood to be involved in a.real 
estate venture with Helen Hayes and 
is therefore unable to continue his 
theatrical activities this season. There 
are no pending plans for another 
management to take over the play- 
house. 





Hartwig’s 11-Week Season 

Walter Hartwig’s Ogunquit (Me.) 
playhouse will open an 11-week sea- 
son June 26 with a revival of ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You.’ No other 
offerings are set. Only definite 
members of the regular company so 
far are William Swetland and Rich- 
ard Rauber. 





‘Tempest’ in Darien 
Dramatization of the Mary J. 
Holmes novel, ‘Tempest and Sun- 
shine’, will be the opening bill of the 
Cobweb Players, at Darien, Conn., 
beginning June 27. 





Peninsula’s 5th Season 
Fish Creek, Wis., May 2. 
The Peninsula Players, strawhat- 
ters’ here, enter their fifth season— 
this time eight weeks—beginning 
July 6. Caroline B. Fisher, of Holly- 
wood, is acting as business agent, 
with her brother, Richard Wylie 
Fisher, handling the directing. 





Ten-week Denver Stretch 
Season at Elitch’s Gardens, Den- 
ver, wili open June 24 and run 10 
weeks. George Somnes will aga 
direct and Donald Woods and Jane 
“Wyatt will be the leading members 
of the company. Miss Wyatt, cur- 


rently vacationing in Italy, is due 
back late this month. Other mem- 
bers of the troupe will include Fran- 
cis Compton, Katherine Meskyl and 
possibly Walter Gilbert. Only re- 
vivals will be done and the offerings 
are expected to include ‘The White 
Steed,’ ‘Our Town,’ ‘You Can’t Take 
It with You,’ ‘Susan and God,’ 
‘Bachelor Born’ and ‘Spring Meet- 
ing.’ 





COLLEGE SHOW 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


(Cap and Gown Club) 
(UNIV. OF PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, May 1. 











heim, Louis Reilly, Charles Sapper, Charles 
Sarber, Paul Spray and Marshall Winfield. 
Girl's Chorus: Edwin B. Ammann, Wil- 


liam ©. Angel, Tom Grigham, Samuel J. 
Camarata, William M. Hawkins, Herbert 
Hochstetter, William Hunchak, Ralph N. 
Kallock, Carl Kaufman, Sylvester B. 
Kortz, Raymond Kramer, Robert H. Ow- 
rey, Harry Radin, Edward Ravick, Mar- 


tin Schlesinger, Frank Scott, Oscar Shefler. 
Edward Tait, Edwin Trembath and David 


Tucker. 

Men’s Choral: Albert G. Beacon, Lee W. 
Campbell, Ralph Detwiler, Clay Figard, 
Thomas Hershberger, David E. Mackey, 
Milton Moskovitz, Albert Raizman, John 
D. Remmen, Clarence W. Sidwell, Gee 
Skinner and Robert Vatz. 





Outstanding in Pitt’s 32d annual 
Cap and Gown Club musical, ‘At 
Your Service,’ is the music. It has 
easily the top collegiate score around 
here in years and at least a couple of 
numbers have definite hit possibili- 
ties. Standouts are ‘Believe Me,’ 
‘Swinging on a Theme,’ ‘Diary of 
Dreams,’ ‘I Like It’ and ‘Not So Very 
Long Ago.’ ‘Believe Me’ was written 
by Dr. Ben Levant, brother of Oscar 
Levant. Former has been doing num- 
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Plays on Broadway 











Drama in three acts by Randolph Carter; 
adapted from Emily Bronte’s novel; pre- 
sented by Robert Henderson and Harry 





Young; staged and designed by Stewart 
Chaney; at the Longacre, N. Y., April 27, 
°39; $3.30 top. ’ 
Ellen Dean....eoe ecceccececes Viola Roache 
JOSOMH. .. ccsccese eececcess Francis Compton 
Heathcliff... .cccccccccccesecss John Emery 
Hindley Ernshaw....eeee-:- Robert Bartron 
Catherine Ernshaw.........- Edith Barrett 
Edgar Linton....+-secscees+-ierling Oliver 
Isabel Linton.....ccccecess Peggy Converse 
| 
‘Wuthering Heights,’ the film, is 


regarded as fine entertainment at 
the Rivoli, New York, where it 
opened a couple of weeks prior to 
this stage play. However, ‘Wuther- 
ing Heights’ as unfolded on the 


|boards of the Longacre doesn’t im- 


as being worthwhile. The 
wonder is that its sponsors expended 
money and work on a story that was 
known to have already been filmed. 

Usually, a stage success, poten- 
tially, at least, adds to its film value, 


|though that’s not essentially so, as 


instanced by the screen version of 
‘Dark Victory,’ another recent Holly- 
wood winner based on a play that 
did not make the grade on Broad- 
way. 

There have been other plays from 
the works of the Bronte sisters 
none has measured up to their tal- 
ents. All have rather emphasized 
that the moorlands of Britain are 
swept by biting winds and thus 
hardly the place for romance. It is, 
however, made much more plausible 
and understanding in the film be- 
cause the treatment is different. 

In the picture a wealth of detail 
and much footage are devoted to the 
youth of the two leading characters. 
Heathcliff is abused as a lad and it 
is in those formative years that 
Catherine’s love for him is clearly 
indicated. In,the play’s beginning 
all that must be taken for granted. 

Edith Barrett makes Cathy seem 
half mad at times. Her whims are 
exhibited in such a way that she al- 
ways commands attention. That it’s 
an attractive character is question- 
able. That, too, may go for most of 
the others in the short cast. John 
Emery, who was a quick replace- 
ment, makes Heathcliff beastly, al- 
though poor Isabel, the personable 
maiden, whom he turns into a slat- 
tern upon marriage, insists he does 
not actually abuse her. 

Peggy Converse does well by Isa- 
bel as does Viola Roche with Ellen, 
the maid. The latter character and 
Linton, Cathy’s husband, are the 
only wholesome people in the story. 

The sets by Stewart Chaney are 
arresting, especially the second-act 
living room. It is inclined and built 
in perspective, giving the illusion of 
length and breadth. However, the 
play is ennervating and should term- 
inate efforts to win the Brontes pop- 
ularity among playgoers. Ibee. 


THE MOTHER 


Drama in three acts by Karel Capek. 
Adapted by Paul Selver and Miles Malleson. 
Stars Alla Nazimova; features Reginald 





bers for Cap-Gown ever since his 
undergraduate days, 20 years ago. 

Otherwise show is fairly negligible. 
Book by G. Norman Reis has a num- 
ber of laughs, but they’re strictly in- 
terpolations of radio-tinted gags, and 
have no bearing on development of 
what little plot there is. Puns fly 
thick and fast, and some are amusing 
enough to suggest that Reis might do 
better scribbling for some of the 
lesser air programs. 

In view of ‘Jock’ Sutherland and 

the football situation at Pitt, it was 
inevitable that this year’s show 
would touch humorously on subsidi- 
zation of athletics, etc. It takes ‘Ser- 
vice’ a long time to get around to 
that, however, possibly because the 
gridiron rumpus broke after the li- 
bretto was practically written, and it 
had to be an afterthought. 
_ Plot deals with a bureau that deals 
in all services. Approached by a per- 
fume manufacturer to go to Egypt 
and unearth a mummy said to con- 
tain a formula for a rare scent, the 
owners take the job and, after usual 
ramifications, find the sacred box, 
only to discover inside a football and 
scroll showing that grid warriors 
were subsidized back in days of 
Rameses. Point is that ‘there’s noth- 
ing new under the sun.’ 

All rather pointless, but music and 
brisk chorus work are better than 
usual and help ‘At Your Service’ 
over the rough spots. More bow-legs 
in the ‘ladies’ ensemble than ever 
before, but that’s what makes the 
Mr. Americas so funny. Line work 
staged effectively by Ruth Miller, 
who used to do the numbers for the 
WB Stanley and the Enright here, 
with Martin B. Fallon turning in a 
fairly brisk directorial job. 

Present cast is one of the Cap and 
Gown’s less talented collections, with 
William Hoveler best of the lot as 
the leading lady. Looks almost as 
good as Dietrich in shorts, too. 
Couple of character bits by William 
Murray and Al Young are okay, but 
generally the company is inferior. 

Lot of the wisecracks are too 
campus-localized. May pack a flock 
of laughs for the undergraduates and 
alumni, but those on the outside are 
left in midair. Musically, ‘At Your 
Service’ is 32d degree Cap and Gown. 
Otherwise, however, it’s just a 32d 





annual. Cohen. 


Bach; staged by Miles Malleson; setting, 
Lester Polakov. Presented by Victor Payne- 
Jennings, in association with Kathleen Rob- 
inson, at Lyceum, N. Y., April 25, 39; $3.30 
top ($4.40 opening). 


Mother ceccccccccccescssesorsecees Nazimova 
Father eee eee esas eeeer tenes Reginald Bach 
Andrew ..cccseesesss- Stephen Ker Appleby 
George wRETETESCLOL EC Cee eee eee Carl Noval 
Christopher ceccccccccssscceess Alen Brixey 
Peter ..cccocee TUTTI TTT Tom Palmer 
TONY ..eccsee PPrTTTT Titty Montgomery Clift 
ORE BEAM. 6c cceccccccsececs Edward Broadley 
Man’s Voice on Loudspeaker..Marvin Wells 
Woman’s Voice.............--Agnes Young 





Although this Karel Capek drama 
has been fairly profitable in London, 
where it’s been playing the last two 
months and was favorably regarded 
out of town, it’s a dismal prospect for 
Broadway. An earnest preachment 
against war, it is so lugubrious a 
subject and so laboriously directed 
that it becomes virtually an‘i-theatre 
propaganda, 

This last play by the author of 
‘R.U.R.’ and other impressive dramas, 
who died last year, was written be- 
for the Nazis absorbed his native 
Czechoslovakia. It deals with a 
mother whose husband was slain in 
battle, whose oldest son lost his life 
fighting yellow fever. and whose sec- 
ond son is killed in an airplane test. 
After her next two sons give their 
lives to opposing sides in a revolu- 
tion, a foreign nation invades her 
country and she is called on to offer 
her youngest, and last, son to the 
cause, 

In a painfully overwritten scene the 





Wednesday, May 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Largest lithograph flash for the Ringling circus was pasted on the side 
of the Longacre building and caught the eye of Broadway pedestrians 
going southward. Paper extended from the roof to about third story 
height, aud probably called for more rental than any paid spot used-for 
the circus around New York. 

Before the Ringling date was completed, however, the paper was scraped 
off without trace. That occurred after a number of protests were made 
to the building’s owners and the Broadway Association requested removal 
on the ground that it would look unsightly to World’s Fair visitors. Brick 
wall of the Longacre was bared upon the razing of the Fitzgerald building, 
upon which site a taxpayer is being built. 

A rebate to the Ringlings was accepted. It’s been noticed that much 
dead billing was recently removed from legit theatres, too. 


3, 1939 


—=s 














The quick folding of ‘The Mother,’ which closed after three nights at the 
Lyceum, N.Y., provides some doubt whether Victor Payne-Jennings will 
take over the house for a three-year period. It is a rental with options 
for continuance. Jennings is obligated for a minimum of six weeks rent, 
that period terminating May 27, there being a chance of booking in an- 
other attraction before then. 

Jennings was also unlucky with his imported ‘The Flashing Stream,’ 
which lasted but one week (at the Biltmore). English manager’s debut 
over here last season was with ‘Whiteoaks,’ which has fared rather well 
and is due to complete a long tour soon. 





Although plans call for ‘Abe Lincoln of Illinois’ running through the 
summer at the Plymouth, N.Y., Raymond Massey will take a vacation 
along with others in the cast, star being away for two or three weeks. 
Massey receives 10% of the gross, but Richard Gaines, the replacement 


but | player, will be paid straight salary. 
>I } 


Under Equity rules, when an actor withdraws the management may 
engage a substitute for a lesser salary, but when the player is let out, 
none can be engaged for smaller pay. Understood that when the vaca- 
tion period staris, the admission scale for ‘Abe’ will be reduced. Tickets 
are on sale up to July 1 for Massey performances. 





‘Swing Mikado,’ the former WPA musical comedy that opened Monday 
night (1) at the 44th Street, N. Y., under the commercial management of 
Bernhard Ulrich and Melvin B. Ericson, retains the same general playing 
setup. Cast, score, book and lyrics are unchanged. Settings and costumes 
are new, but retain the original designs by Clive Rickabaugh and John 
Pratt. Only apparent difference is that the materials and workmanship 
are more expensive than was possible under the limited WPA budget. 





Sydney Greenstreet last week turned down a role in new Sidney Howard 
play for the Playwrights Co. to remain with the Lunts for a sixth con- 
secutive season. Veteran actor joined couple in ‘Taming of the Shrew’ in 
1934 and has been in their productions steadily ever since then. Other 
regulars, Richard Whorf, Faith King, George Meader, Barry Thomson and 
John Barclay expect to stick, too, despite offers from other producers. 
Whorf, in fact, has refused several film contracts in last couple of seasons 








spirits of her husband and four dead 
sons return (for the ’steenth time) to | 
persuade her to make the sacrifice. 
Her capitulation not only confuses 


to stay with Lunts. 





Eddie Dowling is considering ‘Empire in Durango,’ first play by Ramon 
Naya, whose ‘Mexican Mural’ won the Group Theatre’s recent playwright- 
ing contest. Whether the Group will produce ‘Mural’ next season depends 


on revisions. 
Mexico City. 


Naya is currently working on a new play at his home in 





‘Road’ Near ‘Abie’s’ 
Record; Eddie Garr 
OK, Others Shirking 


With only 230 performances still 
to go to break the ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 
record of 2,532 times, “Tobacco Road’ 
currently has its fourth star in the 
Jeeter Lester leading part. Eddie 
Garr, who recently replaced James 
Barton, is playing his first straight 
assignment, but he had previously 
appeared in musicals. 

Henry Hull created the role, with 
James Bell and Barton subsequently 
taking it over. ‘Road,’ which last 
night (Tuesday) played its 2,303d 
performance, expects to remain at 
the Forrest, N. Y., through next No- 
vember, when it will pass the ‘Abie’ 
mark. 

Fact that the cast has been play- 
ing the Jack Kirkland show so long 
is apparently a handicap to Garr. 
Ex-comedian and mimic is giving a 
creditable performance, but the other 
players have grown somewhat per- 
functory and don’t give him as much 
response as they might. Garr’s play- 
ing is more legitimate than Barton’s 
was, but lacks the variation and ex- 
pressiveness of Hull’s. 

Ann Dere still gives conviction to 
some of the quieter moments of the 
Ma Lester part, but she now shirks 
some of the bits of business. Robert 
Rese holds up the Dude role satis- 
factorily, but Cynthia Arden has al- 
lowed Ellie May to grow monoto- 
nous. Charles McClelland maintains 
life in the Lov Bensey part, but 
Vinnie Phillips, Elaine Ellis and 
Kate Morgan overplay as Sister Bes- 
sie, Pearl and Grandma, respectively. 
Virtually the whole cast has grown 
lax in the matter of dirtying up for 
the show. 

Play itself holds up surprisingly 





the theme of the play, but dissipates | well, particularly the final scene. It’s 
what little dramatic effect the finale getting lean business through the 
might otherwise possess. | week, but is drawing better weekend 

If the original writing and the | pouses 
adaptation are inept, the heavy- ; 
handed staging only makes matters | 
worse. Nazimova only succeeds in 
giving conviction to isolated scenes. 
Montgomery Clift is sincere and di- 
rect as the youngest son, but all 
others seem constrained by the bad 
writing and direction. Lester Pola- 
kev’s setting has the proper air of 
tobacco smoke and leather uphols- 
tery. 

(Withdrawn after four perform- 
ances; printed for the record.) 





Future Play 


‘Passenger to Bali,’ a dramatiza- 
tion of his own short story by Ellis 
St. Joseph, is a recent acquisition of 
Alfred de Liagre, Jr. Play’s action 
;is centered aboard a freighter and 


is skedded for early fall production 











Hobe. | with a cast as yet unset. 


CLAIMS N. Y. FTP 
IS MISUSING 
RECEIPTS 


Washington, May 2. 

Implication that receipts of the 
New York Federal Theatre Project 
were misused, and second-hand ac- 
cusation that Communists control 
jobs in Government-sponsored plays, 
were laid before the House Ap- 
propriations Subcommittee probing 
the WPA, Monday (1). H. Ralph 
Burton, Congressional sleuth, fired 
the first charges against the FIP 
since the inquiry began, 

Salaries of administrative officers 
on various arts projects have been 
paid out of project funds, so that 
salaries did not show up in the over- 
head accounting, Burton said. George 
Kondolf, FTP director ,was listed as 
receiving $500 monthly, far above the 
scale for relief workers. 

Concealment of figures in the vari- 
ous arts activities made it difficult to 
find out what the WPA has been do- 
ing with its appropriations, Burton 
testified. Said he has been informed 
revenues from ticket sales were used 
without going into the Federal Treas- 
ury, but had no definite info. When 
Representative John Taber, Republi- 
can, of New York inquired if re- 
ceipts were ‘put in trust for the bene- 
fit of certain Communist groups,’ the 
sleuth said he never heard such an 
idea. 

The salaries in the FTP range in 
some cases far above the relief scale, 
the House probers learned. Starting 
bracket was $120 a month, although 
the maximum ‘security’ pay is $103. 

There’s considerable extravagance 
in the theatre project, Burton im- 
plied. Figures show the New York 
unit paid $147,856 in annual rental 
on six theatres and that rehearsal 
time has been excessive in some 1n- 
stances. ‘Sing for Your Supper’ was 
in rehearsal for nearly 18 months, he 
said, while preliminary work often 
is done in the rented houses instead 
of cheaper halls. 

Payroll for the New York projects 
alone was $289,616, which ‘by no 
means reflects the actual cost,’ the 
committee learned. 
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‘HELLZ’ TOPS $1,000,000 





Brady’ s New Agitation for Sunday 
Legit, But It's at Least a Year Off 


Sundays will ultimately come for 
legits on Broadway and also the 
seven-day week, in the opinion of 
those who observed the pro and con 
tactics that called an abrupt halt on 
the movement. Regardless of the 
interference which cropped up un- 
expectedly, the feeling is that legit 
should have the same chance at Sun- 
day coin as all other amusement 
forms and sports. It may be a year 
or more before the situation is clari- 
fied, but indications are that present 
handicaps will be eliminated. 


Sundays during the World’s Fair 
are definitely out and there is now 
some doubt whether that will make 
any material difference to Broadway. 
William A. Brady appeared before 
Equity’s council last week and at- 
tempted to secure fresh support of 
the actors for Sabbath shows, despite 
the defeatist attitude of the stage- 
hands. He said that if the weather 
is favorable there probably would 
be no benefit to theatres, but in the 
event of rainy Sundays, shows would 
deubtless reap a harvest from visit- 
ors cooped up in hotels. 


Brady believes the actors should 
take the lead for Sundays for their 
own welfare, but Equity declined to 
change its position of having the 
other stage unions first agree to work 
without extra pay before it adopts 
the same rule. Stated there is little 
chance of the stagehands coming to 
scratch under the present adminis- 
tration, objections of which have not 
been made clear. Known that in the 
IATSE the Sunday idea is definitely 
favored, yet IA will probably not at- 
tempt to influence the New York 
lIecal (No. 1). Average deckhand 
put the okay on Sundays before the 
recent general meeting, then ap- 
peared to have been swayed to vote 
the other way. 


Showmen pointed out that last 
gzummer inclement weather forced 
abandonment of two outdoor stage 
attractions around New York, Equity 
was prepared to change its outdoor 
rules to make it possible to operate 
in the event of abnormal weather 
conditions. There are no outdoor 
legit plans, however, and the fair 
itself may be one reason, it being 
the greatest attraction of the me- 
tropolis. 

Equity’s willingness to swing to 
Sundays knocks out the old alibi of 
the other stage unions that it was 
the actors’ fault Sundays didn’t go 
through. As for amending the state 
law for a seven-day week, such a 
move will be forced over until next 
winter, as the legislative session is 
diawing to a close, and even if <uch 
a measure was put through it would 
be ineffective until the unions come 
to an agreement over Sundays. 


LUNTS CLOSE 43-CITY 
TOUR; SUMMER LAYOFF 


Pittsburgh, May 2. 

The long tour of Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne, which began last 
October in Boston, closed here at the 
Nixon theatre Saturday night (29). 
Team left immediately for their 
summer home in Genesse Depot, 
Wis., but Lunt will stop off in Mil- 
waukee to have a couple of teeth 
removed. Believes now they’re at 
the root of his arthritic condition, 
which forced Lunts to cancel pro- 
posed Festival of Comedy on Broad- 
way during the World's Fair. 


Tour covered 43 cities and ranged 
from one-nighters to two-week 
stands, with ‘Idiot’s Delight’ most 
frequently played, followed by 
‘Amphitryon 38’ and ‘Sea Gull.’ Lat- 
ter, following Chicago engagement 
in January, was performed in only 
eight towns. 


As things stand now, and depend- 
ing, of course, on Lunt’s health, team 
will open their postponed Festival 
in New York in October, with prac- 
tically same acting company they’ve 
had for last five years. “Iiaming of 
Shrew’ and ‘Reunion in Vienna’ will 
also be added there. They're also 
readying several new scripts and 
hope to do one of them next spring. 














Run-of-Play Lease 





‘Hellzapoppin’s’ Ole Olsen lives 
on Long Island and Chie 
Johnson took a place in Con- 
necticut, motoring there nightly. 
Latter also has a swanky apart- 
ment on Central Park West, 
which he rarely uses. Though 
the show was playing capacity 
when he took the spot, Johnson 
figured four months would be 
tops for the engagement and 
signed a lease for the apartment 
for the run of the play. 

Prediction now is that it will 
stay two years and Johnson 
would welcome a sub-let. Same 
goes for his home on the Coast. 
Ditto Olsen, but neither is 
worrying. 


WILDER - HARRIS 
FEUD ON TOWN 
PIC SALE 


Los Angeles, May 2. 

Thornton Wilder and Jed Harris, 
respective author and producer of 
‘Our Town,’ are understood feuding 
over a film offer for the last season 
Pulitzer Prize winner. 

Scrap arose when Columbia of- 
fered $30,000 for the screen rights to 
‘Town.’ Although both Wilder and 
Harris approved the price, the for- 
mer demanded the right to approve 
the shooting script, or have an okay 
on the director, with the idea of see- 
ing that the spirit of the play was 
carried out in the picture. Colum- 
bia is understood to have refused 
Wilder’s stipulations, so the deal is 
in abeyance. 

As producer, Harris would get 
$12,000 of the $30,000 purchase price, 
and he has demanded that Wilder at 
least agree to arbitratio. of the mat- 
ter. However, Wilder is reported as 
standing on his author’s rights of 
negotiating the sale. 

With Harris here, Wilder is said 
to be taking it easy at his home in 
Connecticut, apparently unconcerned 
as to whether the film deal goes 
through, or not. Meanwhile, the 
local production of the play is slated 
to close this Saturday night (6) in 
San Francisco, while another road 
company is playing in Boston. 

















No confirmation of the reported 
Wilder-Harris tiff is obtained in New 
York. Wilder is said to be at his 
home in New Haven and is unavail- 
able for comment. Sidney Fleischer, 
Dramatists Guild attorney and nego- 
tiator of film sales, is out of town 
convalescing from an operation, and 
his office would not veri, the re- 
port. Officials at the Dramatists 
Guild headquarters declined to con- 
firm it. 

However, Wilder and Harris are 
known to have had several disagree- 
ments during the production of the 
play in New York. Although Harris 
at one time announced another play 
b;- Wilder, no such work was forth- 
coming and nothing has been heard 
of it for many months. Meanwhile, 
a subsequent Wilder piece, ‘The Mer- 
chant of Yonkers,’ was produced by 
Herman Shumlin. And at the time 
Wilder temporarily subbed for Frank 
Craven during the Broadway run, 
it was reliably stated that he had 
stipulated that Harris could not en- 
ter the theatre. 


Bolger’s Four Deals 


Hollywood, May 2 

Ray Bolger is en route to New 
York to talk over stage deals with 
Max Gordon, George Abbott and 
other producers. 

Among the propositions are a 
Rodgers and Hart musical and iwo 
legit plays on Broadway and one in 
London. 








| 








| Harris, 





[1ST ‘99 SHOW TI 


NIT THAT FIGURE 


‘Cost Less to Produce Than 





Any Hit Musical in the 
History of Show Business 
—Equity Takes Credit for 
Its Success by Forcing 
Legit Classification Upon 
It, Rather Than Vaude 





LUNTS TOP ROAD 





‘Hellzapoppin,’ rated passing the 
$1,000,000 mark, is the first attrac- 
tion to gross the seven-figure total 
this season. One or two other at- 
tractions on the list may reach the 
dream total during their Broadway 
engagements, but none will measure 
up to the profit level of ‘Hellz,’ 
which cost less to produce than any 
successful musical in the history of 
show business. 


Equity takes a bow in the click of 
the Olsen and Johnson show. When 
it opened there was a controversy 
over what type of attraction it was. 
The management — Lee Shubert, 
Harry Kaufman and O. & J.—sought 
to establish it as a vaudeville-revue, 
intending to put it on twice daily. 
Had that schedule been adopted 
when ‘Hellz’ opened at the 46th 
Street, the show may have had a 
flurry of business and, even though 
it probably would have made a run, 
the vaude rating would have affected 
attendance and the strength of per- 
formance could not have been main- 
tained, 


In classifying it as a legit, Equity 
therefore performed a service that 
at first was not recognized. For 
months there was a squabble over 
coin due the players. As vaude there 

(Continued on page 51) 


PARIS’ WILL TEE 
OFF SUMMER 
MUSICALS 


‘Streets of Paris’ will be the first 
of the summer musicals for Broad- 
way this summer, having gone into 
rehearsal and due to debut in Bos- 
ton May 29. Lee Shubert, Harry 
Kaufman and Olsen and Johnson 
are interested in the production. 
Other musicals now lined up for 
June or July entry are ‘Buggy 
Ride’ (starring Joe Cook), ‘Scandals’ 
and ‘Yokel Boy.’ 

Musical bill, which is a possibility 
for summer holdover, is dated to 
open at the Martin Beck May 18, 
sponsored by a_ socialite group 
known as the American Lyric Thea- 
tre. Being readied are ‘The Devil 
and Daniel Webster’ and ‘Susanna 
Don’t You Cry,’ which are slated 
to alternate with two ballets, ‘Po- 
cahontas’ and ‘Billy the Kid,’ pre- 
sented by the name group. 


FRANK HARRIS’ WIDOW 
SUING OVER ‘WILDE’ 


Nellie Harris, widow of Frank 
filed a Federal court action 
in New York yesterday (Tues) 
against Gilbert Miller, Norman Mar- 
shall, Leslie Stokes, Sewell Stokes, 
Robert Morley, Harold Young and 
Random House, Inc., for an injunc- 
tion and damages against the play 
and book entitled ‘Oscar Wilde.’ 

She claims this to be an infringe- 
ment of Frank Harris’ book written 
in 1916, entitled ‘Oscar Wilde, His | 
Life and Confessions,’ which was as- 
signed to her in 1928. 

Defendants are producer, authors, 
star, stagers and book publisher con- 
nected with the play. 














| pictures. 








Did They Fit? 





Change in the management of 
one summer theatre in a small 
New York state spot drew an 
unusual explanation. Hall used 
is close to the local parsonage, 
and it was alleged that an actor 
appropriated clothes belonging 
to the minister. 

Managers were held respon- 
sible, but they did not agree to 
recompense the dominie. 


PULITZER PRIZE 
FOR ‘LINCOLN’ 
SPURTS B.0. 


The Playwrights Co., a quintet of 
name dramatists, won the Pulitzer 
prize play award with Robert E. 
Sherwood’s ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 
their first presentation, this being 
their initial season as author-man- 
agers. ‘Lincoln,’ in its 29th week at 
the Plymouth, N. Y., led the straight 
plays in attendance through fall and 
winter and is still up among the 
leoding gross getters, last week's tak- 
ings topping $18,000. 

Four of the five Playwrights have 
been within the Pulitzer circle. It 
is the second win for Sherwood, who 
copped previously with ‘Idiot’s De- 
light.” Maxwell Anderson won with 
‘Both Your Houses,’ Elmer Rice with 
‘Street Scene,’ and Sidney Howard 
with ‘They Knew What They Want- 
ed.’ S. N. Behrman of the quintet 
has not gotten the Pulitzer nod, but 
his ‘No Time For Comedy’ was close 
to $21,000 at the Barrymore last 
week, 

Plymouth boxoffice reported a 
spurt in orchestra ticket demand 
Tuesday (2), the morning after the 
award was announced. In show cir- 
cles it is known that the Pulitzer 
prize is more valuable than other 
awards, with the critics’ selections a 
distirct second. Some critics con- 
sidered ‘Lincoln, but not enough 
could make up their minds. The play 
has been accorded a number of hon- 
ors from various groups. 


MAE WEST T0 PLAY 
IN OWN ‘LADDER’ 


Mae West, who is making personal 
appearances in the Texas territory, 
is due back shortly and plans a 
summer appearance in ‘Up the Lad- 
der,’ described as a comedy drama, 
adapted by her from the French. 
Lee Shubert will be interested in 
the attraction. Miss West intends 
to remain east indefinitely and plans 
call for appearances in films to be 
made in Astoria. . 

Shubert is also concerned with 
| ‘Clean Beds,’ which Miss West's 
| business representative, James Ti- 
mony, is producing. Show, which is 
due at the Golden in about two 
| weeks, will use several old timers in 
| the cast. Play was originally tried 
| out on the Coast. 


Lipton, Murphy Dicker 
N. Y. Staging for ‘Lambs’ 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Negotiations are under way for a, 
Broadway production of ‘Lambs | 
Will Gamble,’ comedy-drama by | 
|'Lew Lipton and Ralph Murphy. 





























League Indicates Ticket Code 
Not 1007 Effective; Backing N. Y. 
Bill Limiting Premiums to 75¢ 


League of New York Theatres is 
expected to attempt stricter enforce- 
ment of its ticket code, what with the 
Acme case disposed of in the 
referee’s report, but there are indi- 
cations that its progenitors realize 
the control system has not worked as 
effectively as claimed. This was 
shown when a delegation went to 
City Hall, Friday (28), and advocated 
the adoption of the Spellman Bill, 
which would make charging more 
|} than 75c. premium a misdemeanor. 

Explained that such a law would 
tend to support the code, which has 
the same ‘ceiling,’ or maximum pre- 
mium limit, and that it would dele- 
gate enforcement to the authorities, 
thereby relieving the league’s com- 
pliance committee of that headache. 

Session before the council took up 
several hours, those favoring the bill 
believing that their arguments were 
favorably received. Chief of those 
opposed was John McBride, who, 
while his agency does not exact more 
that the prescribed limit, said he 
never discovered why some patrons 
pay fancy prices to sit down front, 
when plays are better viewed from 
further back. Broker stated he ob- 
jected to the idea of being told what 
to charge for service 

The general theory is that such a 
measure would be price fixing, sim- 
ilar statutes having been declared 
unconstitutional. However, no such 
law has been tested before the U. S. 
Supreme Court for 13 years and it’s 
pointed out that, as the complement 
of the tribunal has changed con- 
siderably since then, a different de- 
cision might be obtained. 

’Nother Billi 


Pending in the assembly is a com- 
bination bill also designed to regu- 
late the ticket business. Measure is 
known as the Coudert-Mitchell bill, 
‘originally calling for a change in the 
licensing system for agencies, switch- 
ing control and supervision from 
the state to the city. Whether the 
bill will get action before the legis- 
lature adjourns is not certain. Some 
changes in the collaborated proposal 
include the 75¢. provision. In show 
circles the advisability of such a 
regulation is questioned, because it 
might give too much power to an in- 
dividual—the license commissioner — 
and ultimately could be used for 
political purposes, 

It’s reported a number of brokers 
would not favor scrapping the code. 
Reputed reason is that they are gyp- 
ing and not kicking back any coin, 
although they are among those who 
bitterly protested being limited in 
charging as much as they could get. 
Boxoffice participation in excess 
prices is believed to be very limited. 


It is quite clear that under the code 
most agencies have not been as af- 
fected as much as contended. Pointed 
out that in doing away with buys, 
the code performed a real service for 
the ticket men, because most would 
have gone broke had they taken al- 
lotments for highly touted shows 
which flopped. Most of them admit 
this, but still object to many features 
of the rules, which they claim have 
clipped their sales. 


Intimated that the 3'2c. per ticket 
levied on the brokers by the League 
may be dropped, or at least reduced. 
That requirement has been one most 
generally objected to. Whether any 
agency is anywhere near up to date 
‘in making payments is not stated, 
| but it is understood that most brok- 
| ers have not remitted for the past 
td months or more, including the 
| larger offices: League did not press 
for remittances pending the Acme 
| action and recently some of the man- 
agers have favored moderation of the 








| levy. Likely, however, that Equity 


| Murphy was identified with N. Y.| would have to okay any changes in 


legit before he came here to direct | 


the rules, under its arrangement with 


Lipton is a screenwriter. | the League, 


ated Fete 
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Guild-TMAT Still At Odds Despite 
Arbitrator's Ruling; No Fair Picketing 








Arbitrator’s ruling of the dispute + 


between the Theatre Guild and The- 
atrical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers union was clearly in favor of 
the former, but their differences have 
not yet been adjusted. Both sides 
will confer again with the idea of 


entering into a new agreement cov- 
ering boxoffice staffs. Meantime, a 
double crew of six ticket sellers 
(treasurers) remains on the job at 


the Shubert, where the Guild’s ‘The | 


Philadelphia Story’ is running. It’s 
reported the house pays both crews, 
also that salaries are split with the 
show 50-50. 

At dne session held last week it 
was understood that demands of 
TMAT were regarded as fantastic. 
That was interpreted to be what the 
Guild thought of comment from the 
union spokesmen. It was to the ef- 
fect that if no new agreement could 
be made, the Guild could take its 
ticket sellers out of TMAT and try 
to operate without the union. 

One of the moot points is the 
meaning of the term ‘disemployed.’ 
Guild contends that if it spots its 
own ticket people in a boxoffice and 
the regular house crew is retained 
under salary, there should be no 
complaint by the union. Latter does 
not see it that way and, although 
technically not opposed to the double 
crew idea, claims the regular crew 
must take turns at selling tickets 
and not be assigned to merely an- 
swering telephones and _é sitting 
around. 

Dispute hinges on the fact that the 
TMAT and Guild mixed it up prior 
to the signing of the basic agree- 
ment with the League of New York 
Theatres, of which the Guild is a 
member. An agreement was made 
which is claimed by the Guild to 
supersede the deal with the League, 
which guarantees that boxoffice staffs 
be kept for the season. Union coun- 
tered with the argument that if the 
Guild is not bound by the basic 
agreement, a contract of like nature 
be entered into. 

Alexander A. Mayper, an attorney 
appointed by the American Arbitra- 
tion Society to iron out the difficul- 
ties, decided last Wednesday (26) 


Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Streets of Paris’—Shuberts. 

‘The Devil and Daniel Web- 
ster,’ ‘Susan Don’t ~*cn Cry,’ bal- 
let—American Lyric Theatre. 

‘Clean Beds’—James Timony. 

‘Day in the Sun’—Forbes Daw- 
son, 











|the final word of the Central Trades 
Council. Union has apparently 
‘abandoned any idea of berthing 


ticket sellers there, girls having those 
|jobs which are principally for the 
|sale of strip tickets. A committee 
is slated to confer with fair execu- 
tives, however, proposing that 100 
treasurers be engaged as supervisors 
lof the girls now employed. Stated 
| that about 40 members of TMAT are 
| working for various exhibits at the 
fair, mostly in press agent jobs. 
| Some are said to be getting over the 
| scale of $150 weekly. 

New York press agents group in 
TMAT have held meetings to deter- 
mine on matters of policy princi- 
pally in regards to the annual elec- 
tion of union officers June 8. Un- 
derstood they have established ‘cam- 


paign’ headquarters, financed by 
funds voluntarily contributed by 
themselves. Each of the groups in 


the union have named candidates for 
the board. However, nomination 
ballots have been sent out to the 
whole membership of each group, 
permitting the writing in of other 
candidates. These cards are return- 
able within at least one week prior 
to the election. 

Each group, except the treasurers, 
have named only the number of can- 
didates that each is permitted on the 
board. The b.o. men (allowed four) 
named seven: Joseph Silverman, 
Thomas Burke, Charles Bowman, 
Harriet Hayes, Jack Pearl, Arthur 
Wright, Hugh McGauley. Managers’ 


group (allowed four): Howard 
Schnebbe, Morris Jacobs, Louis 
Werba, Herman Bernstein. Press 


agents, N.Y. (allowed two): Richard 
Maney, Oliver Sayler. Road agents 
(allowed two): Charles Emerson 





that the Guild needs its own ticket 
people in theatres outside its own 
house because of the subscription 
system used. (Subscriptions have 
expired for ‘Story’ but TMAT says 
the double crew will remain for the 
rur: of the play.) 

Arbitrator ruled the Guild trio be 
in complete charge of the Shubert 
bexoffice, which steamed up the 
union and the argument started all 
over again. 

It was disclosed in the opinion that 
when trouble first arose, James J. 
Brennan, v.p. of IATSE, brought 
TMAT people and Warren Munsell of 
the Guild, together in his office and 
after a five-hour discussion the Guild 
representative won his contention. 
That was prior to the signing of the 
disputed agreement on Jan, 24, 1938, 
about two months before the basic 
agreement with the League was con- 
sumated. Guild displayed corre- 
spondence between attorneys to the 
effect that it claimed the right to 
‘our own treasurers’ and to do busi- 
ness in our accustomed manner, so 
long as they are members of the 
urion.’ 


Indicated that TMAT’s plan to 


picket the World’s Fair will prob- 
ably be dropped, but that depends on 








“STARS IN YOUR EYES” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


AS THE STAR 
of his Newest Sensational Hit Show 
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LONDON CASINO REVUE 
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Cook, Edgar Wallach. Picture group 
(allowed two): Charles Carroll, Wil- 
liam Scott. Yiddish group (allowed 
two): Leo Lipkin, Milton Weintraub. 


EXPECT QUIET 
EQUITY CONFAB 


A quiet and orderly annual meet- 
ing and election is anticipated by 
Equity for the second consecutive 
year. Session dated for May 26 at 
the Astor, New York, will be routine 
according to present indications, in 
fact association’s officers see no new 
proposals from any quarter. 

Virtually sure there will be no op- 
position to the regular ticket, elec- 
tion principally being for new coun- 
cil members. Rules provide that an 
independent slate may be named by 
petition not less than 20 days prior 
to the election. While the time limit 
haz: not expired, any sudden move- 
ment in that direction would have 
little chance, because the regular 
ballots were mailed to members 
about 10 days ago and are now be- 
ing received. 

Secret ballot system is used, for 
which reason members could not 
change their votes, even if a sur- 
prise ticket appeared. 


NO MORE COAST FTP 
LETOUTS; RELIEF HIKE 


Los Angeles, May 2. 

Alexander Leftwich, Southern Cal- 
ifornia director for the Federal The- 
atre Project, has returned from 
Washington with plans to build up 
the relief end of the organization. He 
declares that no further shakeups 
are contemplated at this time. 

Statement apparently spikes re- 
ports that the local FTP roles were 
t be reduced by about 50 persons. 
It had been anticipated that Left- 
wich would return from the Capitol 
with orders to curtail project ac- 
































‘ tivities all along the line. 
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4 Shows Fold 


‘The White Steed’ will close at the 
Golden, N. Y., Saturday (6) after 
playing 17 weeks in four different 
theatres. Drama started out well at 
tLe Cort, but eased off after being 
moved. Made operating profit, 
though dropping in grosses from 
$11,000 to $6,000, latter figure apply- 
in in recent weeks. Goes to Boston 
despite critics saying it is best for- 
eion play this season. 








THE WHITE STEED 
Opened Jan. 10, ’39. 
Vincent Carroll’s 
universally huzzaed by the 
critics. Atkinson (Times) found 
it ‘bubbling over with humor 
and spiked with wit.’ Whipple 
(World - Telegram) discovered 
‘charm and wit and high humor 
in the new play—engrossing 
from beginning to end.’ Hobe 
(Variety) predicted ‘it should 
score a resounding success.’ 


Paul 
drama was 








‘Oscar Wilde’ will also call it a 
season Saturday at the Fulton after 
a run of 30 weeks. It was easily the 
top grosser among imported plays, 
getting $16,000 to $17,000 weekly for 
some time. Business tapered during 
the winter, but is regarded as having 
earned excellent profit. Last week, 
down to $6,500. 





OSCAR WILDE 


Opened Oct. 10, Drama 
was accorded a favorable re- 
ception with few critics dissent- 
ing. Winchell described it as ‘a 
fine document, consummately in- 
terpreted. Anderson (Journal) 
said ‘completely fascinating eve- 
ning .. . required playgoing.’ 
Atkinson (Times) wrote ‘not 
overly ingenious ... has no par- 
ticular point of view.’ Ibee (Va- 
riety) predicted ‘limited draw.’ 


” 
v0. 





—— 





‘The Gentle People,’ after an- 
nouncing the last three weeks, put 
up the closing notice Monday (1), 
this being the 18th and final week. 
Show started out well and went 
along with an average around $12,000 
weekly. Recently down to $8,900, 
which was not good enough. 











THE GENTLE PEOPLE 


Opened Jan. 5, ’39. Opinion 
was sharply divided on Irwin 
Shaw’s melodrama. Watts (Trib- 
une) called it ‘a curious mixture 
of Odets and melodrama, ex- 
cellently acted.’ Lockridge (Sun) 
was unimpressed, writing ‘rou- 
tine at best; pretty absurd at 
worst.’ Ibee (Variety) opined, 
‘fair chance.’ 








‘The Mother’ disappeared from the 
Lyceum last Wednesday (26) after 


three nights. Notices we.e adverse 
and management decided chances 
were nil 





THE MOTHER 


Opened April 25, ’39. British 
importation failed to get over. 
Watts (Tribune) wrote ‘it proves 
to be a thoroughly unsatisfac- 
tory play signifying very lit- 
tle” Brown (Post) thought it 
‘strangely unmoving in spite of 
its anguishing theme.’ Lockridge 
(Sun) charged ‘in spite of the 
cast’s efforts ‘The Mother’ re- 
mains as flat as it is grave.’ 


Balto’s Home Town Opera 


Baltimore, May 2. 


Baltimore Civic Opera, under the 
direction of Eugene Martinet, essay- 
ing an original, ‘Melody in I,’ with 
libretto by Elmer Grinsfelder and 
music by Abram Moses, in conjunc- 
tion with its presentation of ‘I Pag- 
liacci,’ at the Maryland Theatre for 
two performances beginning tonight 
(Tues). Robert Weede of Radio 
City, will guest star. 

Grinsfelder has had some Broad- 
way recognition with his play 
‘Broomsticks Amen,’ some years ago. 











Charlotte Concerts 
Charlotte, N. C., May 2. 
Opening with a concert by the 
Cincinnati Symphony, the Charlotte 
Community Concert Assn. will be- 
gin its 1940 season Jan. 23. 
Nelson Eddy, Norman Cordon and 


Helen Jepson are among the names 
to follow. 
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Close Shave 


Westport, May 2. 
Auriol Lee, British director, and 


Bayard Veiller, playwright, narrow- 
ly escaped injury here last week 
when Veiller’s auto exploded and 
burned just as they had left it in 
Theresa Helburn’s dooryard. Fire 
spread to trees, but was kept from 
Miss Helburn’s home by use of gar- 
den hose until fire apparatus arrived. 

Veiller, here at his Darien home 
after a long sojourn in Hollywood, 
wants Jane Cowl for his new melo- 
drama. His ‘Within the Law’ 
brought stardom to Miss Cowl years 
ago, 


Equity Chastising 
Non-Dues Players 
On WPA Project 


Equity has adopted new regula- 
tions concerning its members in the 
WPA theatre project, principal point 
being that those who are in arrears 
of dues for more than three months 
shall automatically be ‘out of bene- 
fit.’ Should those in that classifica- 
tion receive dismissal slips, the as- 
sociation states it will not aid them 
in being reinstated. 

Stated that Equity has granted a 
number of concessions to those on 
the relief payroll, but too big a per- 
centage has not attempted to meet 
the dues requirements, calling for 
$1.50 monthly ($18 per year). It ap- 
pears that those who have kept in 
good standing started to inquire why 
they should pay dues while others 
are delinquent, but get the same 
benefits. 

It was to hold the paying members 
in good standing that it was decided 
to rule out the others. Equity has 
900 members in WPA. Around 50% 
of that total have not been paying 
dues. 


ST. LOO OPERA B. 0. TO 
PERMIT FUTURE DATES 


St. Louis, May 2. 
The St. Louis Grand Opera Assn’s 
first venture finished in the black 
last week, and following a meeting 


of the exec committee, James E. 
Darst, secretary-manager, announced 
that the organization would have a 
fall season. One performance each 
of ‘Die Walkuere,’ ‘Otello’ and ‘Faust’ 
grossed approximately $25,000, and 
besides enabling the assn. to make 
refunds to 100 guarantors, also per- 
mitted to buy new costumes and 
scenery, etc., which will be utilized 
for other productions. Several stars 
of the New York Met sang leading 
roles, among them being Lauritz 
Melchior, Giovanni Martinelli, Ezio 
Pinza and Lucy Monroe. 

Tentative plans for the fall call for 
one performance each of four operas, 
with names for the top roles. This 
burg was without opera for two 
years prior to the initial undertaking 
of the assn., which is headed by 
— W. Head, insurance exec 

ere, 














H’wood Raids Drive 
Shubert Troupe to S. F. 


Los Angeles, May 2, 

Raiding of cast of J. J. Shubert’s 
production of ‘Ziegfeld’s Follies’ by 
picture studios, with Gloria Frank- 
lin already moved over to the Metro 
lot, has prompted removal of re- 
hearsals from Hollywood to Treasure 
Island, San Francisco, where mu- 
sical revue opens May 15 for mini- 
mum of 10 weeks. 

‘Follies’ cast was augmented by ad- 
dition of 13 performers signed some 
time ago from Federal Theatre 
Project’s ‘Two-a-Day,’ at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse, 











New Play Preems 


Madison, Wis., May 2. 
New play, ‘So I Took a Chance,’ 
will be presented at the University 
of Wisconsin's Bascom theatre May 
| Written by J. Russell Lane, pro- 
_fessor of speech, and Cy Howard, 
U. of W. graduate, play is described 








5 BWAY SHOWS 
REDUCE 
ADMISH 


Five Broadway attractions reduce. 
box office prices concurrent with the 
start of the World’s Fair, it being 
the nearest approach to a concerted 
move since the feasibility of reduc. 
ing rates attracted attention recent. 
ly. Four of the shows concerned are 
musicals, three having had a top 
of $4.40. There is but one attraction 
retaining that scale, it being ‘Leave 
It to Me.’ 


The musical trio which dropped 
from that level to $3.30 are ‘The 
Boys from Syracuse’ (Alvin), ‘Stars 
in Your Eyes’ (Majestic) and ‘Set to 
Music’ (Music Box). Although of 
different managements, the three 
shows used combination extra space 
ads in Sunday and Monday dailies. 
Fourth musical to chop was ‘Pins 
and Needles,’ long staying intimate 
musical at the small Labor Stage. 
Garment workers’ show was $2.75, 
and is now $2.20. First straight play 
to cut was ‘Family Portrait’ (Mo- 
rosco), going from $3.30 to $2.20. 
Most consistent musical draw is 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ which has been $3.30 
right along. 

While the reductions aroused con- 
siderable interest in show circles, 
it’s pointed out that the season is 
verging on the technical closing 
date, usually the end of May. Agreed 
that Fair crowds, if _uch attend the- 
atres, will more likely patronize 
shows with scales more like prices 
on the road. 

Those who watch trends in show 
business say that while the reduc- 
tion of the top price should bolster 
attendance, it would be practical to 
readjust the rates for intermediate 
tickets. More tickets priced at $1.65 
ani $2.20 could be disposed of, as 
indicated by the number of requests 
for such locations. 

Contended, too, that the 55c ticket 
is of little value to legit attractions 
and it is claimed $1.10 should be the 
lowest price. Such revision would 
partly equalize reducing the top. 
Doing away with reserved tickets in 
the gallery was tried last week by 
‘The Mother’, which tried the rush 
system at 35c admish for the upper 
floor at the Lyceum. A line formed 
fairly long before curtain time, but 
the show was a failure and the idea 
was merely a stunt. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of May 1) 











‘Brown Danube’ (Jessie Royce 
Landis )—Forrest, Philadelphia. 


D’Oyly Carte Opera—Colonial, 
Boston. 
Frank Fay Vaudeville—Shubert, 
Boston. 


‘I Married An Angel’ (Dennis King, 
Vera Zorina)—National, Washington. 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—St. Paul 
Auditorium, St. Paul (1-2); David- 
son, Milwaukee (3-6). 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ (Walter 
Huston)—Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 


more)—Paramount, Omaha _ (1); 
Coliseum, Sioux Falls, S. D. (2); 
Orpheum, Sioux City (3); Shrine 


Auditorium, Des Moines (4); Iowa, 
Cedar Rapids (5); Orpheum, Daven- 
port (6). 

‘Our Town’ (Frank Craven)—Cur- 
ran, San Francisco. 

‘Our Town’ (Eddie Dowling)~ 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness’ (Phillips 
Holmes) — Maplewood, Maplewood, 
N. J. 

‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘The Women’—Locust, 
phia. 

‘Tobacco Road’—Auditorium, Sioux 
City (1); Auditorium, Council Bluffs 
(2-3); Liberty, Lincoln (4); Colonial, 
Pittsburg, Kans. (5); Fox, Joplin, 
Mo. (6). 

‘What a Life’—Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)— 
Orpheum, Duluth (1); State, Eau 
Claire, Wis. (2); Chateau, Rochester, 
Minn. (3); Parkway, Madison (4); 
State, Kalamazoo (5); Keith’s Grand 


Philadel- 





as a farce in three acts. 


Rapids (6). 














Wednesday, May 8, 1939 


Chi Nifty; Huston- Holiday’ Sets Pace 
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With $17,000, ‘Skylark’ 14446, ‘Life’ 66 





Chicago, May 2. 

All three shows in the Loop last 
week were profitable. Gertrude 
Lawrence returned to town for her 
second appearance of the season, 
this time in ‘Skylark.’ Earlier in 
the season she appeared in ‘Susan 
and God’ at the Harris, Originally 
advertised for a two-week try, ‘Sky- 
lark’ looks like it'll go longer. 

At the big Grand, ‘Knickerbocker 
Holiday,’ with Walter Huston, is 
drawing the older element at $3.30 
top, and though no sellout, is also a 
big coin-getter. ‘What a Life’ is 
big coin-getter. ‘What a Life’ has 
been profitable right along. However, 
it winds up here Saturday (6). 

The Federal Theatre continued 
good biz with ‘Othello,’ first of the 
Shakespearean repertoire. Only the 
‘Swing Mikado,’ now in N.Y. under 
commercial auspices, topped Shake- 
gpeare on the audience response. 
Switches from ‘Othello’ to ‘Hamlet’ 
tonight (Tuesday) with Ian Keith in 
the title role. He's held down the 
‘Othello’ title role, too. 


The Civic theatre goes into a sum- 
mer stock policy on May 14, with 
Eugenie Leontovich in ‘Enter 
Madame.’ Each show will play three 
weeks in the 900-seat house. J. 
Charles Gilbert, managing director 
of the house, has lined up legit 
names and shows which will run 
at $1.50 top. 

John Barrymore on Monday (8) 
goes into the Selwyn with ‘Ty Dear 
Children.’ Doris Dudley will have 
the role created by Elaine Barrie. 
Latter quit the show last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Grand 
(ist week) (1,300; $3.30). Took 
$17,000. 


Skylark,’ Harris (1st wk) (1,000; 
$2.75). Good following locally for 
Gertrude Lawrence, though criticism 
on the play wasn’t particularly good, 
produced an excellent $14,500. 

‘What a Life,’ Erlanger (8th final 
week) (1,400; $1.65), Profitable at 
$6,000, 


WPA 
‘Awake and Sing,’ Great Northern. 
In Yiddish. 
‘Othello,’ Blackstone. 
three excellent weeks. 


FRISCO GOES TO ‘TOWN,’ 
$9,500; ‘MICE’ OKAY 106 


San Francisco, May 2. 

‘Our Town’ and ‘Of Mice and 
Men,’ playing at the Curran and 
Geary, respectively, are doing well. 
Word-of-mouth for ‘Town’ has been 
exceptionally good and is helping its 
biz considerably. 

‘Run Li'l Chillun,’ the Federal 
Theatre play, is still getting a good 
turnout at the Alcazar, where it 
will remain until May 13. “Two-a- 
Day,’ the FTP cavalcade of vaude- 
ville, is scheduled to open here 
May 18. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Geary (ist 
wk) (1,550; $2.75). Steinbeck play 
has been given a fine production. 
Wallace Ford, Lon Chaney, Jr., and 
Isabel Jewell head an excellent cast, 
which got rave notices. However, 
play is somber and not a heavy coin- 
getter. First week’s take of $10,000 
is okay, though. 

‘Our Town,’ Curran (ist week) 
(1,771; $2.75). Seldom has any play 
evoked such high praise from the 
crix. After swank first-night open- 
ing, things slowed a bit, with week 
finishing to about $9,500. 

WPA 


‘Run, Lil’ Chillun,’ Alcazar (16th 
week) (1,269; $1.65). Still holding 
up. 


Evans ‘Hamlet’-‘Henry’ - 
Big $21,500 in Wash. 


Town’s only legiter sailed merrily 
along with Maurice Evans last week. 
‘Hamlet’ was the draw, while two 
performances on Saturday (29) of 
Henry IV’ took a distinct drop. 

Current is ‘I Married an Angel,’ 
due to wind town’s legit season. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Hamlet’ and ‘Henry IV,’ National 
(1,690; $2.75). The Melancholy Dane 
in uncut version provided the draw 
for six performances, and last day’s 
(29) mat and night of ‘Henry’ took 
drop. About $21,500, very big. 


‘Road’ Nabs Profitable 
$10,000 in 4 One-Niters 


Des Moines, May 2. 
Road company of ‘Tobacco Road’ 
grossed $10,000. profitable. in four 
stands last week, winding t~ Satur- 
day night (29) at the Grand, Daven- 
port. 
Show’s on a 


Wound up 

















one-night tour 


through Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas and 
Missouri this week, 


2 
_ 





2d ‘Kiss Boys’ Swell 
$14,000 in 1-Nighters 


Minneapolis, May 2. 
Second company of ‘Kiss Boys 
Goodbye’ dragged down healthy biz 
for two nights and a matinee at the 
Lyceum here last week. Show 
brought the curtain down on the 
legit season here. Jt has been one 
of best seasons in recent years. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Kiss Boys Goodbye,’ Lyceum (2,- 
100;-$2.75). Play and company high- 
ly praised. Considering lateness of 
season, warm weather and generally 
adverse business conditions, patron- 
age was good. Topped $4,000 here. 
In five one-nighters that preceded 
the Minneapolis date (28-29), show 
did $10,000, excellent. 


DANUBE ROUGH 
IN PHILLY, 66; 
‘WOMEN’ 86 


—_——- 


Philadelphia, May 2. 

Two late-season added starters in 
Philadelphia’s lagging legit sweep- 
stakes, originally skedded for single- 
week engagements, have been held 
over, which is not wholly a sign of 
triumphant biz but indicative of 
hopefulness by managers, 

‘The Brown Danube,’ anti-Nazi 
drama trying out at the Forrest, af- 
ter a ragged opening week in Pitts- 
burgh, is holding on in the face of 
notices that ranged from poor to 
downright bad. Bonfils and Somnes, 
the producers, have brought in Jessie 
Royce Landis to replace Fay Wray. 
‘The Women,’ which ran 11 weeks 
last winter at the Forrest, is now 
at the Locust, with the same $1 top 
it instituted during its former run. 

Next week, in addition to ‘I Mar- 
ried an Angel,’ coming into the For- 
rest, will see the unexpected re- 
lighting of the Erlanger with the 
Group Theatre’s ‘Rocket to the 
Moon.’ ‘Angel’ will have $3 and 
‘Moon’ a $2 top. Latter is mention- 
ing no time limit. Original cast is 
listed. 

The Walnut Street reverts to the 
Federal Theatre May 22 with ‘Pre- 
lude to Swing,’ Negro musical. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brown Danube,’ Forrest (1st wk.) 
(2,000: $2). Management holding 
anti-Nazi piece, with Jessie Royce 
Landis in for Fay Wray; $6,000. 

‘The Women,’ Locust (lst wk.) 
(1,400; $1). Back after successful 
11-week stay here last winter and 
again trying $1 top with plenty of 
50c seats in balcony. Announced 
one week only first but held and is 
now mentioning no bow-out; $8,000, 
plenty good. 


LUNTS NO PITT DELIGHT 
AS B.0., BARELY $15,000 


Pittsburgh, May 2. 

The Lunts’ second visit of the sea- 
son to the Nixon last week wasn’t 
up to expectations. Splitting eight 
performances between ‘Sea Gull’ and 
‘Idiot’s Delight,’ the gross barely 
came to $15,000, ordinarily fair but 
somewhat disappointing for this pair. 

Curiously enough, ‘Gull,’ showing 
the first half of the week, did better 
than ‘Delight.’ Latter was figured to 
sell out since that play’s original run 
here in March, 1936, was interrupted 
after few performances by _ St. 
Patrick’s Day flood. Believed that 
the screen version cut in considerably. 
Lunts were previously here last No- 
vember in ‘Amphitryon 38,’ and did 
better than $18,000. : 

Shows were the last in American 
Theatre Society series of six plays 
here and brought regular legit sea- 
son to close, with U. of Pitt Cap and 
Gown show, ‘At Your Service,’ ring- 
ing down the curtain this week. 
House still plans to get an attraction, 
however, before May 22, when night- 
ly rentals to dancing schools begin. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Sea Gull’ and ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ 
Nixon ($2,100; $2.75). At $15,000, not 
up to kind of biz Lunts are accus- 
tomed to getting around here. 

















Engagements 


Ben Blue, ‘George White’s Scan- 
dals.’ 

Mary Rolfe, John Kennedy, ‘Life 
and Death of an American.’ 

Sheila Trent, Joseph Holland, Wil- 
liam Balfour, Nat Burns, Pat Glea- 
son, ‘Clean Beds.’ 














‘Hellz’ 











(Continued from page 49) 





would have been no rehearsal pay, 
but as legit $20 weekly was due the 
company and the money was with- 
held until the final classification of 
‘Hellz.’ 

Revue started out mildly after a 
mostly adverse press. Second night 
was virtually given away and then 
word-of-mouth quickly created box- 
office reaction. At the 46th Street 
business was strong, with the first 
week around $19,000, but the show 
jumped to capacity of around $24,000. 

Move to the Winter Garden, where 
‘Hellz’ is now anchored, was made 
with some misgivings, but the laugh- 
maker took the larger house in 
stride and in the regulation eight- 
performance weeks, grosses have 
bettered $30,000 right along. An ex- 
tra matinee, now discontinued, 
pushed the pace to the $33,000 level. 
Predictions that ‘Hellz’ would out- 
stay the musicals is more sanguine 
than previously and indications are 
it will stay into next season. 

‘Hellz’ is one of the shows that 
does not have to depend on the 
World’s Fair, but from that source 
it looks set for a whole summer at 
capacity. Known that 150 tickets 
nightly for six weeks have been pur- 
chased by major Fair exhibitors for 
their staffs and guests. 

Product of Vaudeville 

Miracle show emanated from 
vaude and the presentation houses. 
Olsen and Johnson, partners for 24 
years, always were in the money 
threugh their fun-making, but are 
now piling up a fortune, their deal 
with the Shubert outfit calling for a 
straight participation in the gross, 
said to be 40%. Production itself 
comes from any number of Shubert 
musicals, while the props have been 
kicking around from coast to coast 
with the O. & J. unit. Popularity and 
good nature of the principals has 
permeated New York. Those who 
regarded ‘Hellz’ as low-grade enter- 
tainment have since returned for a 
second look and mostly reversed 
themselves. The Winter Garden has 
one of the best cooling systems 
among the legiters, plant having 
been _installed by Warners some 
years ago when they had the spot 
under rental for films. At that time 
the theatre was believed to have 
passed out of legit, the Shuberts 
having ceased staging big musicals. 
As a property, however, it was al- 
ways highly valued and was never 
included in the incorporation of 
Shuberts, which was on the market 
and which went into receivership. 

Lunts Top Road 

Rated the top money attraction on 
the road this season were the Lunts 
with ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ ‘Amphitryon 
38’ and “The Sea Gull.’ During the 
tour of 28 weeks, which concluded 
in Pittsburgh Saturday (29), the 
stars amassed a total of $673,413, 
average takings being more than 
$24,000 weekly. ‘Amphitryon’ was 
performed more than the other two 
shows and 30 of the 43 stands were 
return engagements. Lunts were 
due back on Broadway this spring, 
but will not appear until fall, then 
offering repertory of the three shows 
used this season, plus ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ and ‘The Taming of the 
Shrew.’ They were life-savers for 
the Theatre Guild this season until 
that organization came through with 
‘The Philadelphia Story,’ currently 
leading Broadway’s straight shows. 


‘ANGEL’ DOES SMASH 
$25,000 IN DET. WEEK 


Detroit, May 2. 

‘I Married an Angel,’ second mu- 
sical to hit town this season, was 
strongly received at the Cass here 
last week. Originally skedded for 
nine shows, but forced to open a 
day late because of moving difficul- 
ties, cutting performances to eight. 

House is dark currently, but re- 
opens for a week on May 14 with 
‘Kiss Boys Goodby.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Cass (1,500; 
$3.30). Rave notices helped it nab 
around $25,000, smash. 


Merivale Off, $2,800 


Maplewood, N. J., May 2. 

Philip Merivale, in ‘Call It a Day,’ 
at the Maplewood, Maplewood, N. J., 
got splendid reviews last week, but 
house has suffered these past two 
weeks by indifferent bookings, and 
so the b.o. was slow in getting out of 
the slump. : ; 

Current is ‘Pursuit of Happiness, 
with Phillips Holmes. 

‘Call It a Day,’ Maplewood (1,460). 
Only got around $2,800. 
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New Crop of 


B'way Skids With No Near Relief 
Seen; Wait Fair's Summer Influx; 


Plays Fares Poorly 





Award of the Pulitzer Prize to 
‘Abe Lincoln,’ cutting of scales for 
five attractions, including three ma- 
jor musicals, and sudden decisions 
to close at least three shows Satur- 
day (6) were week-end develop- 
ments on Broadway. 

The first influx for the World’s 
Fair was concurrent with complaints 
of sliding legit attendance. Realiz- 
ing that the Fair is stiff opposition, 
Broadway would welcome plenty of 
wet weather, so that visitors who do 
come would be kept in the city. 

Consensus of opinion now is that 
if show business is to benefit from the 
Fair, it won’t profit until mid-June 
or later. That was approximately 
the reaction in Chicago during its 
Century of Progress Exposition. 
Also, word has gotten around that 
the Fair isn’t complete, which may 
postpone many arrivals. 

Indications are the Fair itself will 
mostly draw from New York and the 
metropolitan area for the next six 
weeks, the largest percentage of out- 
of-towners coming during the sum- 
mer. Legiters who have been af- 
fected for some time because of the 
Fair, and have been hanging on op- 
timistically, are expected to face a 
lean May, forcing a number of clos- 
ings. There was little cafe patron- 
age from visitors during the first 
thr.- days of the Fair. 

Except among aé few leaders, 
grosses dropped further last week. 
Currently, the takings may be still 
lower, judged from one of the weak- 
est Monday (1) nights of the sea- 
son. Last week’s new shows were 
mediocrities. ‘The Mother’ closed 
after three days at the Lyceum; 
‘Wuthering Heights’ was severely 
panned at the Longacre. First full 
week of ‘Mexicana’ got around $6,- 
000 at the 46th Street and must im- 
prove to stay. ‘My Heart’s in the 
Highlands’ got little except from 
subscriptions, WPA’s ‘Sing for Your 
Supper’ drew weak notices. No pre- 
mieres this week and none certain 
for next week, although “The Brown 
Danube’ is a possibility for the St. 
James. Return of ‘The Women’ is 
not definite either. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(29th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Pulitzer 
prize winner still among the best 
with last week’s $18,500. 

‘Boys from Syracuse,’ Alvin (24th 
week) (M-1,325; $3.30). Scale 
dropped from $4.40, along with 
‘Stars in Your Eyes’ and ‘Set to 
Music’; around $18,600. 

‘Family Portrait,’ Morosco (9th 
week) (D-691; $2.20). Scale for bib- 
lical drama dropped from $3.30; esti- 
mated slightly over $7,000; slipped. 

‘Gentle People,’ Bela -o (18th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30), Final week 
suddenly announced; has been doing 
fair for name cast; $8,000. 

Ky power AM Winter Garden 
(33d week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Extra 
Thursday matinee out and in regu- 
lation eight performances takings 
were over $30,000, easily best of the 


musicals. 
‘Hot Mikado,’ Broadhurst (7th 
week) (M-1,116; $3.30). Rattle with 


the ‘Swing’ version is on, with the 
latter moving across the street (44th 
Street); ‘Hot’ over $15,000, okay. 

‘I Must Love Someone,’ Vander- 
bilt (13th week) (C-800; $3.30). 
Hopeful of sustenance from World’s 
Fair visitors; claimed some pickup, 
with gross over $4,000. 

‘Kiss Boys Goodbye,’ Miller (32d 
week (C-944; $3.30). Advance sale 
indicates improvement this month; 
takings about the same; slightly over 


‘Leave It to Me, Imperial (26th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Standing up 
strongly among the musicals after 
topping for some time; last week 
quoted over $27,000. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Empire (18th 
week) (D-1,099; $3.30). Colored-cast 
drama steadily profitable, but not 
certain of summer stay; $11,000. 

‘My Heart’s in the Highlands,’ 
Guild (4th week) (D-914; $2.20). 
Very little coin; attendance mostly 
represented by subscriptions; $7,000. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ “arrymore 
(3d week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). New 
hit drew standees during second 
week; around $21,000. 

‘On> for the Money,’ Booth (13 4 
week) (R-708; $3.85). Slated into 
the summer; intimate revue making 
some profit right along. with takings 
arounc %13,000. 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (20th week) 
(CD-913; $3.30). 
grosser among the 
this season; dropped to $6,500. 

‘Set tu Music,’ Music Box (16th 
week) (R-1,000; $3.30). Another mu- 
sical which dropped the top from 
$4.40; haw been off for some time; 
$13,000. 

‘Stars in Your Eyes,’ Maijesti: (13ih 
week) (M-1-717; $3.30). First musi- 
cal to decide on lower scale with 
the others joining; under expecta- 
tions; $19,000 estimated; good ad- 
vance for May. 





‘Swine Mikado,’ 44th Street (1si 


Final week for best | 
imported play: 


week) (M-1,325; $2.20). Switched 
from WPA to commercial presenta- 
tion and moved from the New 
Yorker to the heart of the legit sec- 
tion Monday (1); scale less than for 
‘Hot Mikado,’ across the street. 

‘The American Way,’ Center (15th 
week) (D-3,433; $3.30). Like most 
other attractions, it’s been affected, 
but is still first; last week around 
$32,500. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (12th 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). One of the 
| standouts that doesn’t depend on 
| World’s Fair possibilities; top money 
of $20,000 last week; virtual capacity. 

‘The Mother,’ Lyceum. Bad press; 
yanked Thursday (27) after two 
nights. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ S'.ubert 
(6th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). With 
subscriptions taken care of new 
straight-show leader should exceed 
$23,000 pace. 

‘The Primrose Path,’ Cort (17th 
week) (CD-1,059; $3.3u). May go 
into the summer, depending on busi- 
ness within the next few weeks; 
rated over $7,000, claimed to be okay. 

‘The White Steed,’ Golden (17th 
week) (D-730; $3.30). This is the 
final week; goes to Boston; did mod- 
erately well with business tapering 
for past month or so, which has hov- 
ered around $6,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (282d 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Despite road 
showings, this drama always seems 
to get a share of the visitor trade; 


under $4,600. 

‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (55th 
week) (C-1,050 $3.30). Sharing plan 
among cast working to advantage; 
takings modest, but evidently satis- 
factory; between $4,000 and $4,500. 

‘Wuthering Heights,’ Longacre (2d 
week) (D-1,019; $3.30). Opened late 
last week; severely panned by most 


reviewers. 
REVIVAL 


‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (20th 
week) (D-873; $3.30). Sole revival 
surviving; has been profitable right 
along, averaging around $8,000. 

ADDED 

‘Mexicana,’ 46th Street (3d week) 
(R-1,375; $3.30). First full week 
around $6,000; Mexican revue oper- 
ating in the red at the‘ pace. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(74th week). Reduc2d scale from 
$2.75 to $2.20; business showed some 
improvement after new numbers 
went in; around $5,°00, profitable for 
the little revue. 





WPA 
‘Sing for Your Supper,’ Adelphi. 
Thumbed down by 7 but flock 
of parties announce 
‘Pinocchio,’ Ritz. 


D Oyly Carte Big 
$23,000 in Hub; 
‘Our Town 61,6 


Boston, “yi | 2. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, as inter- 
preted by the D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Co., in its second stanza here, con- 
tinued to do well at $3.30 top 
last week. ‘Our Town’ struggled 
along at $1.10 top. 

Frank Fay’s vaude show opened 
yesterday (Monday) at the Shubert; 
next Monday (8) ‘The White Steed’ 
comes into the Wilbur. ‘Streets of 
Paris,’ new revue, is slated for May 
20 opening and the WPA presents 
‘Lucy Stone,’ a premiere, May 9. 

Estimates for Last Week 

D’Oyly Carte Co., Colonial (2d wk) 
(1,643; $3.30). Several capacity-plus 
houses added up to smash $23,000. 

‘Our Town,’ Plymouth (list wk) 
(1,480; $1.10). Getting only fair re- 
sponse, which was the fate of the 
original production here in its try- 
out prior to its smash hit in New 
York. This Wee & McCoy produc- 
| tion remains one more week. Open- 
ing frame around $6,500. 











‘Barrymore-‘Children’ 


| Off in St. Louis, $14,000 


St. Louis, May 2. 

The current legit season closed 
| Saturday (29) with ‘My Dear Chil- 
| dren,’ which did only fair despite 
the swell newspaper sp ce devoted 
to marital split of John Barrymore 
and Elaine Barrie. She left cast at 
the finish of the local run. 

Warm weather also contributed to 
the sluasish b.o. All crix con- 
tributed raves. 

Estimete for Last Week 

‘Mv Dear Children,’ A nerican (1.- 
| 707: $2.80). Copped $14,600, whic’ 
management considered only fair. 
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World Writers at Fair 


World Congress of Writers opens 
at the N. Y. World’s Fair on Monday 
(8) with scribblers fr 29 countries 
participating. Conclave, to continue 
until May 10, is under the auspices 
of the American Center of the In- 
ternational P.E.N. Club. American 
Center is N. Y. branch of the or- 
ganization. 

Jules Romain, international P.E.N. 
prez, and Dorothy Thompson, will 
be principal speakers at first day 
session. Succeeding sessions will be 
taken up with consideration of the 
responsibility of writers in the 
world crisis and methods of pre- 
serving freedom essential to literary 
creation. Host of literar; notables 
will speak. 

Delegates to the convention will 
be entertained by members of the 
American P.E.N. Cente: for the bal- 
ance of the week. Luncheon at the 
White House among tie skedded 
events. 

Henry Goddard Leach heads 
American Center’s entertainment 


committee, with others on the com- | 





‘Variety’s Influence 





Akron, May 2. 

Akron Beacon Journal's page 
one fell under the influence of 
Variety's head lingo this week 
when a story on ‘overseating’ in 
Akron gambling joints appeared. 
Eddie Gloss, theatre editor, wrote 
the head this way: 

NEW JERNT OPENS TO 
S. R. O. 

OLD SPOTS SPOTTY; BIZ 
N.S.G.’ 











| burger appeals went against the 
| Record, it would look like the court 
| was kicking it around because of the 
previous. pasting it had given the 
| body. 





Three Hits in a Row 
Wilfred Funk and Douglas E. Lur- 
ton batting 100% with their pocket- 
size mags. Third of the group, Your 
Health, definitely in with its very 
first issue, duplicating the feat of the 
other two, Your Life, launched less 





mittee Mrs. William Brown Meloney,| than two years, and Your Person- 
Bessie Beatty. Mary Day Winn, | ality, which began at the start of the 


Phyllis Moir, Maxwell Aley, Robert 
Nathan, Henry Seidel C.uby, Harry 
Hansen, George Stevens, Sophie 
Kerr Underwood, Alfred Dashiell, 
Will Irwin, B. W. Huebsch and Mrs. 
Nathalie Sedgwick Colby. 





Guild, Printers Confer 

Seen as presaging active co-opera- 
tion between the American News- 
paper Guild and International Typo- 
graphical Union in relations with 
newspaper publishers is a meeting 
of the international executive board 
of the Guild and executive council 
of the ITU to be held May 26 at 
Guild headquarters in N.Y. 

Joint talks, first to be held be- 
tween the two unions, grew out of a 
dinner conference between Jonathan 
Eddy and Morris Watson, vice-presi- 
dents of the Guild, and Claude M. 
Baker, prez of the ITU. 

Said to have been agreed at the 
dinner conference that the two 
groups have a number of mutual 
problems, and that there can be col- 
laboration to the advantages of both. 





Society of Silurians Elect 

Col. Reginald B. Foster, U.S.A., re- 
tired, who makes his home in Wash- 
ington, was elected prez of the So- 
ciety of the Silurians, composed of 
men who were in N.Y. newspaper 
work 25 or more years ago, at a 
dinner at the Hotel Lafayette, N.Y., 
Saturday night. 


year. 

Only other new periodical within 
past year or so to start off with a 
bang is the Conde Nast pub, Glam- 
our. Funk-Lurton mags considerably 
more modest enterprises, but three 
hits in a row regarded in the trade 
as phenomenal. 

Lurton, regarded as one of the 
most astute mag men in the biz, as- 
sociated with the periodical end of 
the Funk publishing enterprises for 
some years. He edits all three of 
the pubs, which are published away 
from the Funk & Wagnalls Co., un- 
der the Kingsway Press. 





Vice-presidents Galore 

Society of Midland Authors has a 
new angle on officers, aside from 
Kenneth Horan, pres.; Franklin J. 
Meine, treas.; and Adeline Losdell 
Pynchon, sec. The various states in 
the midwest and northwest each 
have a v.p. The list follows: Illi- 
nois, Martin Stevens; Indiana, 
George Ade; Iowa, Paul Engle; Kan- 
sas, William Allen White; Michigan, 
Arthur H. Vandenberg; Minnesota, 
Joseph Warren Beach; Missouri, 
John G. Neihhardt; Nebraska, Bess 
Streeter Aldrich; Ohio, Clarence 
Stratton; South Dakota, Joseph 
Mills Hanson; Wisconsin, Charles D, 
Stewart. Then there are 12 direc: 
tors and a librarian, and an honor- 
ary president, Vincent Starrett. 





Short Story Trials 








Organization, now numbering more 
than 500 members, formed 15 years 
ago in Boston by Charles Edward 
Russell, Perry Walton and William 
O. Inglis. Letters read at the din- 
ner from members in all parts of the 
world, including one from Inglis, 
now in China as a war correspond- 
ent. Russell and Walton present at 
the dinner. 





P.S. to Tower Flopperoo 


Creditors of the bankrupt Tower 
Magazines agreed Friday to drop 
suits for nearly $3,000,000 against 
F. M. Kirby and the Fremkir Corp., 
Kirby holding, accepting $17,500 in 
settlement of claims. Condition 
made was that the $17,500 would go 
to priority wage claimants. Suit was 
filed in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., residence 
of Kirby, where final accounting in 
the bankruptcy case against the de- 
funt mags is expected to be made 
within a month. 

Claims against Kirby resulted from 
alleged backing of the Tower period- 
icals. Tower mag chain, formed by 
Catherine McNelis, used the Wool- 
worth stores as sales outlets. Pub- 
lishing headquarters were in N.Y. 





Contempt Action Dropped 


Contempt case which the Pennsy 
Supreme Court last January in- 
structed the D. A. of Philly to pre- 
pare against the Philly Record was 
ordered dropped by the high tribunal 
last Friday (28). Court feared it 
would be ‘embarrassed’ in pushing 
the contempt prosecution because 
other litigation involving the Record 
is to be heard by it this month. 

Contempt citation resulted from an 
editorial in the Record tabbed ‘The 
Judiciary Can’t Pack the Legislature’ 
in which the top bench was thor- 
oughly lambasted. The new pro- 
ceedings which the court will hear 
are an appeal by Ralph Beaver 
Strassburger, Record stockholder, to 
gain the right to have his accountant 
go over the Record’s books, and an 
appeal on an injunction which was 
refused Strassburger in his attempt 
to restrain the Record board of di- 
rectors from meeting. 

Majority of the court felt that it 
would be embarrassing to itself to 


literally prosecute the paper and | 


then have to hear the other cases 
involving it. In case the Strass- 





With Simon & Schuster regarded 
as a pace-setter in the book field, 
trade watching with interest plans 
of the publishing house to issue a 
couple of volumes of short stories. 
Short-story collections rarely sell and 
two such volumes on a comparative- 
ly small list like that of Simon & 
Schuster’s may indicate a new trend. 

Essandess issuing “The Horse That 
Could Whistle Dixie,’ a volume of 
short tales by Jerome Weidman, late 
in May, and skedding a similar col- 
lection by Arthur Kober for the fall, 
” bear the title of ‘Look Who’s Talk- 
ng.’ 








Book Gulld Drive 

Book and Magazine Guild meets 
tonight (3) to elect a second v.p. and 
a member-at-large, and to give im- 
petus to its organizing fund drive. 

Union of book and mag workers 
said to be preparing a drive to or- 
ganize the chain mass-circulation 
periodicals. Drive will start off 
against the Crowell, Curtis, and 
Hearst pubs. 


Life’s Continuing Study 

Life, which is pushing mag read- 
ership figures rather than paid cir- 
culation as a gauge of value, has is- 
sued a new report credited to Cross- 
ley which again gives the picture 
mag top readership among national 
weeklies. Readership figure claimed 
for Life is 18,200,000, with others as 
follows: Collier’s, 15,800,000; Liberty, 
13,800,000, and Satevepost, 13,100,000, 

Readership gain claimed for Life 
and the Satevepost over figures re- 
leased by Life a few months ago, 
when the readership thing was first 
advanced. Efforts of Life to estab- 
| lish readership as a mag value gauge 
resisted by a number of pubs, not- 
ably Collier’s, which took paid space 
to discount it. 

Readership nevertheless said to be 
interesting the ABC, which is report- 
ed to be considering it as an adjunct 
to paid circulation figures. 








Writers Congress June 2 

Third American Writers Congress 
will take place in New York from 
June 2-4. Donald Ogden Stewart, 
president of the League of American 
_ Writers will lead discussions on story 
| trends. 

Growing importance of war topics 
and democracy vs. fascism will form 
| part of the agenda. 
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LITERATI 


More James Joyce 


Coincident with the publication 
this week by Viking of James Joyce's 
new work, ‘Finnegan's Wake,’ which 
has been years in the making, New 
Directions, the specified book organi- 
zation is getting out a volume by 12 
authorities on Joyce who have done 
an analysis of the new Joycean crea- 
tion. 

Book is to be called ‘An Exagmina- 
tion of James Joyce,’ carrying for 
the first time into the title of a book 
by or about Joyce one of his neolog- 
isms. ‘Exagmination’ is Joyceana for 
‘explanation,’ being one of the Irish 
writer’s numerous word creations. 











Another ‘Kampf’ Suit 

Houghton, Mifflin Co. has filed an- 
other suit in N. Y. federal court, 
this time against the Noram Pub- 
lishing Co., Inc., Caslon Publication 
Service, Inc., Interborough News 
Co., Milton Spiro, Sam C. Markus 
and Harry A. Sterne. Defendants’ 
publication of a pamphlet edition of 
Hitler’s ‘Mein Kampf,’ to which 
H-M claims the rights, is basis of 
the suit. 

An injunction and accounting are 
sought. 





NEW PERIODICALS 

New York Behind the Scenes to 
appear shortly under the aegis of 
th Ajax Publishing Co. Organiza- 
tion is headed by Frank Armer, who 
publishes a number of pulps. Aimed 
f-r national distribution. Lee Mor- 
timer, N. Y. Mirror EProadway re- 
porter, editing. 

Keen—The Negro News Magazine 
preems shortly as a straight news 
periodical covering Negro activities 
nationally. Jack Caldwell and Cal- 
vin C. Bailey publishing. Publica- 
tion headquarters in N. Y. 

Our Way in America, mag further- 
ing Americanism as its purpose, 
bows soon. To be published in N. 
Y., with Adolph Weiss as both pub- 
lisher and editor. 

Equality, new monthly mag to 
combat fascism, racism and other 
undemocratic doctrines, launched at 
a social for the press on Friday (%8) 
at the home of Prince Hubertus zu 
Lowenstein in N. Y. Abraham Chap- 
man, managing editor, with Doro- 
thy Parker, Moss Hart, Dudley 
Nichols, Lillian Hellman, Albert 
Maltz, Donald Ogden Stewart, Prince 
Hubertus and others on the editorial 
board. 





LITERATI OBITUARIES 


R. LeCierc Phillips, 51, femme 
journalist and mag writer, died last 
week in N. Y. after a long illness. 

Mrs. Margaret M. Leamy, 78, for- 
mer assistant fiction editor of Col- 
lier’s, and mag writer, died Wednes- 
day (26) in N. Y. Specialized in 
Irish subjects. Survived by a daugh- 
ter and a son, Edmund Leamy, poet, 
and formerly on the staff of the N. Y. 
Sun, 

Clark Conkling, 87 years old, as- 
sociate editor of Lyons (Kan.) Daily 
News, died late Wednesday at hos- 
pital after brief illness. 

Andrew J, Denarie, 43, head of the 
photo staff of the Newark Ledger, 
died Sunday (23) after an emergency 
appendectomy. Member of the Led- 
ger staff for 12 years, Denarie previ- 
ously was employed on a number of 
Rochester, N. Y., papers. Survived 
by his widow, two sons and a 
daughter, 

Joseph F. Sullivan, 65, for 20 years 
assistant treasurer of the Philadel- 
phia North American, died Sunday 
(23) in Philadelphia. He was on the 
North American until 1925, when it 
was absorbed by the Public Ledger. 

Rex F. Glasson, 46, former city 
editor of the Detroit Times, died 
Wednesday (26) in that city of pneu- 
monia. Joined the staff of the De- 
troit Journal in 1914, and became 
city editor three years later. Went to 
the Times as city editor in 1918. 
Widow, four children, father and a 
brother survive. 

Wilbur L. Sheldon, 28, turf editor 
of the Collyer publications, died in 
Chicago on April 27 after brief ill- 
ness. Had previously served as 


(Continuea on page 53) 





MARRIAGES 


Lorraine Higgins to Gifford Bix- 
bee, in Pittsburgh, April 23. He’s an 
engineer at WCAE, Pittsburgh. 


Jane Minnich to Guido Orlando, in 
Yuma, Ariz., April 24. He is a film 
producer, 


Constance Moore to Johnny Mas- 
chio, in Yuma, Ariz., April 29. Bride 
is film player; he’s a talent agent. 

Victoria Vinton, filin actress, to 
Scotty Welburne, Warner’s - still 
photog, May ~ in Rena, 

Lea Rosenblatt to Duncan Re- 
naldo in Las Vegas, Nev., April 29. 
He’s the former film star; she’s non- 





pro. 





HARRY D. SOUTHARD 


Harry D. Southard, 58, radio and 
stage performer, died April 27 at his 
home in New York after an illness 
of several months, 

Prior to entering the theatre, as a 
baseball player he had a brief career 
in the minor leagues before playing 
for a time with the New York Yan- 
kees. 

First appearing with Ethel Jack- 
son in ‘Bob White,’ Southard later 
played with Genevieve Tobin, Mar- 
jorie Rambeau and Helen Menken. 
Among the scores of plays in which 
he played were ‘Grand Hotel,’ ‘Bi- 
ography,’ ‘The Gorilla’ and ‘Crime 
and Punishment.’ His most recent 
part was in ‘All the Living,’ which 
ha’ a brief run at the Fulton, N. Y., 
last year. 

For the past few years he had 
performed mostly in radio sketches, 
particularly for the Lux Radio The- 
atre and the True Story program. 

Widow and a brother survive. 





FRANK WOODS 


Frank Woods, 79, pioneer film or- 
ganizer and producer, died May 1 in 
Los Angeles. 

He left N. Y¥. Dramatic Mirror 
editorship in 1911 to associate with 
D. W. Griffith in the Biograph Co. 
which then starred Mary Pickford. 
He and Griffith later constructed 
their own studio, one of first in Hol- 
lywood. With Thomas Ince and 
Mack Sennett he organized other 
companies and in 1917 joined Famous 
Players-Lasky Corp. 

As studio superintendent director, 
Woods was credited with writing the 
first picture scenario and suggested 
to Griffith the filming of ‘Birth of a 
Nation.’ He was one of the founders of 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences and the Writers Club. 
With Daniel Frohman he organized 
the Motion Picture Relief Fund, 

He leaves a twin sister. 





NELSON KEYS 
Nelson Keys, 52, veteran stage and 





screen comedian, died of a heart at- 
tack in London April 26. He had 
been in poor health for some time. 

At 21 he made his first appearance 
in legit at the Grand theatre, Hull, 
England. He later went to London 
and in the ensuing years played in 
scores of productions, including ‘Lon- 
don, Paris and New York,’ ‘The Girl 
ia a Taxi,’ ‘Burlesque,’ ‘The Arca- 
dians’ and ‘Love and Laughter.’ Since 
1927 he also had appeared in many 
films. He had a small part in the 
1924 Ziegfeld Follies’ and in the same 
year replaced Jack Buchanan in 
‘Charlot’s Revue,’ a success at that 
time, whose other principals included 
Beatrice Lillie, Gertrude Lawrence 
and the late Herbert Mundin. 





LEONARD K. BRIN 


Leonard K. Brin, 56,  thea- 
tre-owner, was killed April 21 in 
Seattle by a hit-and-run driver. A 
native of Milwaukee, Brin had op- 
erated a chain of theatres in Wis- 
consin for several years and also in 
Seattle. He got his start in theatre 
biz in Chicago 40 years ago as a 
cashier. 

In 1930 he sold all but the Gar- 
den, Milwaukee, to the Warner and 
Fox-Wisconsin chains. Four years 
later be sold the Garden and moved 
to Los Angeles. 

Surviving are his widow and three 
children. 





EARL SOWERS 

Earl Sowers, 42, a newspaperman 
in Richmond, Va., for some 20 years 
and, since 1936, managing director of 
station WRNL, Richmond, died of a 
heart attack in Tampa, Fla., April 23, 
1939. Had recently moved to Flor- 
ida in hope of improving his health 
and at time of death was assistant 
managing editor of the Tampa Tri- 
bune. 

Also had been president of the Vir- 
ginia Association of Broadcasters. 

Survived by widow, son, three 
daughters, father, and brother. 





HELEN FORD STAFFORD 

Helen Ford Stafford, 55, director 
and actress, died in Montreal 
April 29. 

As Helen Ford she played with 
Mrs, Fiske, E. H. Sothern and Rich- 
ard Mansfield. She also directed 
plays for various organizations, in- 
cluding the New York Junior League. 





WILLIAM SHAW 
William Warren Shaw, 72, vocal 
instructor and former operatic tenor, 
died in a New York hospital April 30. 
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OBITUARIES 


University of Vermont in 1886, he 


studied voice in Italy and later 
toured Europe with the Carl Rosg 
Opera Company. Returning tg 
America, he went on the road with 
the Tavary Opera Company and 
subsequently withdrew to write sev. 
eral treatises on singing, 
was a freqeunt contributor to musi. 
cal periodicals. 





TUNIS DEAN 

Tunis Dean, 74, retired theatrical 
executive, who died about 10 days 
aguv in Spring Valley, N. Y., wag 
buried in Baltimore April 24. Asso. 
ciated with David Belasco for 2§ 
years, he also was with Klaw & Ere 
langer and served as road manager 
f.. many shows. He once managed 
Ford’s theatre, Baltimore, too, 

Survived by a sister. 





ROBERT L. HORNEY 

Robert L. Horney, 58, music sue. 
pervisor of Atlanta junior and 
senior high schools for 11 years, 
died April 26, in an Atlanta hos- 
pistal after a two-year illness. He 
was a former first violinist of the 
Chicago symph. 

Widow and daughter survive. 





MILDRED WILDER 
Mildred Wilder, 34, night club 
singer, suicided in Reno April 25, a 
day after she had received a divorce 
from her husband, Emery Arch 
Wilder, of that city. 
Leaves a brother and a sister. 





JAP LaCOUR 
Jap LaSour, 50, former legit per- 
former, died in a Chicago hospital 
April 27, after a lingering illness. 





Harry W. Lee, 43, advance man 
for the John W. Ward Carnival Co., 
was killed April 23 on the outskirts 
of Eldorado, Ark., by a hit-and-run 
driver. Surviving are his widow 
and three brothers. 





Madeleine Cohen, 51, patron of the 
arts and known to show people all 
over the world, died at her London 
home April 19. She was the third 
daughter of Edgar Cohen, onetime 
millionaire cinema pioneer and 
racehorse owner, 





Paul K. Hermann, 66, who was the 
legit Nixon’s (Pittsburgh) orchestra 
leader for more than 22 years, died 
at his home in Pittsburgh last week 
after a long illness. 





Baron Roland Bettac von Ergen- 
stadt, 42, managing director of Earl 
Carroll’s theatre-restaurant, Holly- 
wood, died April 25 in Los Angeles, 
following an operation. 





Mother of Edith Van Cleve died 
April 23 in New York. Daughter is 
actress-director, associated with the 
George Abbott production staff. 





Mother of Joseph Granville, chorus 
boy in ‘Boys From Syracuse,’ died 
recently in New York. 





Tyrone Brerton, 45; character ac- 
tor in films, died April 25, in Holly- 
wood. 





Robert R. Rose, 70, studio tech- 
nician, died April 25 in Hollywood. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Emmett 
Dolan, son, in New York, April 25. 
Mother is Vilma Ebsen, former? 
dancer; father is radio maestro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Clark, son, April 
26, in Hollywood, Father is scripter 
at KHJ. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Sawyer, daugh- 
ter, in Glendale, Cal. April 25. 
Father is stage and screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Brannon, 
daughter, in Janesville, Wis. April 
26. Father is chief engineer at 
WCLO, Janesville, 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Singer, son, in 
Pittsburgh, April 22. Father's man- 
ager of WB’s Strand, Pittsburgh. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hesserick, 
son, in Hollywood, April 29. Father 
is sound director at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Sax, daugh- 
ter. in New York, May 28. Father is 
in NBC's Artist Bureau, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith, son, 
in New York April 25. Father is 
salesman for WOR, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wally Vernon, 
daughter, April 29 in Los Angeles. 








Following graduation from the 


Father is film com- dian, 


He also. 
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The Neil F. Agnews to Bermuda. 

Biil Fields hopped boat for Miami. 

Jimmy Grainger left for the Coast 
Sunday (30). 

Joe Schenck in from the Coast for 
several weeks. 

Nick Mamula (Par) buying a house 
on Long Island. 

Anna Woll resigned as associate 
p.a. for Brock Pemberton. 

Paramount held a Pep Club dance 
at the Astor Friday night (23). 

Plenty of showfolk went to the Va- 
riety Club affair in Detroit Saturday 
(29). 


Hiller Innes, eastern production 
dept. rep for Paramount, in Ber- 
muda. 


Sonia Zaronoff and her talking 
teakettle now at the Radio Franks 
nitery. 

William Jasie is still counsel for 
the Leblang interests, despite reports 
to the contrary. 

Catherine Johnson, rapidly recov- 
ering from serious goitre operation, 
out of Medical Arts hospital. 

Frederick Schlick, currently on a 
scripting assignment on the Coast, 
is working on a new untitled play. 

Woodstock opened the Curtain 
Call, new retreat in hotel, last night 
(Tues.). with John Gobi presiding. 

Dorothy Dalton. formerly nurse for 
Drs. Michel and Taube, has opened 
an antique shop at West Bloom- 
field, N. Y. 

William Melniker, vet in Metro’s 
foreign department, recuperating fol- 
lowing an operation for removal of 
kidney stones. 

Getting in from the west Sunday 
morning (30), Cecil B. de Mille goes 
to the Kentucky Derby Saturday (6), 
then returns to N. Y. 

Donald Oenslager will tu..e a two- 
week pack~trip to the Rockies early 
this summer, then return to New 
York to ready fall nroductions. 

Juan Negrin, ex-Spanish premier, 
got a bigger welcome when the Nor- 
mandie docked Monday (1) than the 
film personalities who arrived. 

Roy Haines, Warners’ eastern- 
Canadian sales manager, due back 
teday (Wed.) after huddling with 
sales forces in Boston and Buffalo. 

Robert Dirler, Pathe Cinema 
(France) prexy, care over just for 
the ride on Monday, departing today 
(Wednesday) after seeing the Fair. 

Gilbert W. Gabriel, ex-dramatic 
critic, back from the Coast, where 
he has been under Paramount con- 
tract. Working on a Broadway play. 

Murray Bracker has joined the 
new Paramount department to han- 
dle commercial licensing of cartoon 
characters from Max Fleischer films. 

Bob Gillham returned to New 
York yesterday (Tues.), to remain 
east until June, when eoing back to 
Coast with the Par convention dele- 
gates. 

One of the few successful pre- 
repeal partnerships, Leon & Eddie’s 


celebrating 10th anniversary. Real 
handles, Leon Enken and Eddie 
Davis. 


Maria Coxe has adapted a farce, 
‘Companion Unknown,’ from_ the 
original of Rudolf Lothar and Hans 
Adler. It will be tried out at Hedge- 
row this summer. 

Joe Helbock, ousted by the present 
Onyx Club syndicate, opening an- 
other Onyx on 52d street, a few 
doors away from the present site. 
Billing it as ‘the original.’ 

Harry Bannister, who was in on 
the original ten-twent-thirt mellers 
at the American Music Hall (now 
dark), planning another similar idea 
at Gino’s, West 48th street, ex-spa- 
ghetti parlor. 

Add man-bites dog: Hotel Pierre 
lists agent Mark Hanni as a creditor. 
Swank hostelry went into voluntary 
bankruptcy and Hanna and Robert 
Taylor were among show people it 
Owed money to. 

N. Bernard Freeman, Metro's 
Australian manager, hosted at a 
luncheon by the company yesterday 
(Tuesday) at the Astor before leav- 
ing for Sydney, returning by the 
way of France and England. 

George M. Cohan and Capt. Den- 
nis F. O’Brien going to Providence 
next week for the annual Brown U. 
college show. The attorney’s son, 
Robert B. O’Brien, again produced 
and authored it, and also is class 
orator this year. 

Philip Barry, who sails today 
(Wednesday) for Paris, expects to 
remain there about two months to 
complete a play. It may be any one 
of three he has in mind. No produc- 
tion plans as yet, bu’ he'll return 
by fall to arrange that, if he finishes 
th. play as planned. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Len Litman left town to do Hoot 
Gibson’s circus publicity this su.i- 
mer. 

Joe Kauffman presented wi:h dia- 
mond-platinum watch at farewell 

inner. 

Donald Buka is home again after 
touring with the Lunts for four 


months. 
Adele St. Claire and Henrietta 
Hacker have quit Burt Layton’s 


dancing act. . 

Harold Blooms here from New 
York for two-week stay with the 
Joe Feldmans. 


Thelma Cutter, of WB theatre of-, 
fice staff, in Presbyterian hospital | 


for observation, 
Lya Lys here for a day on way 


a WB luncheon. 

John Maloney and Joe Misrach| 
have sent their wives on a month’s' 
West Indies cruise. 

tanley maestro Dave Broudy and. 
the missus off for a Florida vaca-| 
tion in St. Petersburg. 


Playhouse irying to get Polly | 


; Rowles to do Noel Coward's ‘Pri- 


vate Lives’ in the fall. 

Norma Shea going to Cohasset, | 
Mass., this summer as a member of | 
apprentice-aciting group. 

_ Betty Benson has checked back | 
into Show Boat for her second stay | 
there since first of year. 

Ira Cohn had five camera studies | 
hung in annua] exhibit of Kent (O.)| 
University jouvnalist department. 

Variety Club banquet this year} 
| has been switched from October 15) 
to the 29th, day after Carnegie Tech- | 
Notre Dame football game. 

‘Another Day,’ by Alan Leder- | 


|man, drama student at Duquesne, | 
| U., won first prize in annual one- 


act play contest sponsored by Fed- 
eration of Non-Commercial Thea- 


tres. 


By Herb Golden 








Alice Faye sticking around a week 
to be with hubby, Tony Martin, cur- 
rently at the Fox. 

Al Leopold leading poll for 
Philly’s champ swing tooter. Plays | 
in WCAU house band. 

Johnny Arthur to wand orch at} 
Frankie Palumbo’s Renalt Tavern in 
Atlantic City this summer. 

Carl Krueger, of Par’s studio pub- 
licity staff, in town to work out local 
‘Union Pacific’ exploitation. 

Ben Shindler, Wilmington exhib, 
celebrates 25th wedding anni May 14 
with a shindig at the Ben Franklin 
here. 

Crime Prevention Bureau and 
local police heads attended special 
Mono screening of ‘Streets of New 
York’ last week. 

Checkup in Pennsy reveals 17.852 
drinkeries in state—one for each 537 
persons. Philly has one for every 





600, while Pike county, upst. ., one 
for evéry 114. 
Airing of wrestling matches by 


WDAS from Arena hereafter will be 
from lofty perch along th- wall. 
Ringside location was catching too 
many cusswords. 

Daughter, Antoinette, 16, of Joe 
Franzosa, WPEN music director, ad- 
mitted to Curtis Institute of Music, 
unusual for her age. I ays cello. 
Father her only teacher. 

Powers Gourand, WCAU com- 
mentator, who went ofi Yellow Cab 
commercial last week, opens as m.c. 
at Jack Lynch’s tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). It’s a return engagement. 

Ray Fabiani, wrestling promoter, 
was guest fiddle soloist with Italo- 
American Philharmonic last week. 
He was concertmaster of Chi Grand 
Opera before turning to grunt-and- 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Deulens 








Anthony Veiller to Coast. 

Edna Ferber occupying new home. 

Pat Powers’ Longshore Club open. 

Helen Hokinson back from Ber- 
muda. 

Mrs. Mark Luescher in Boston with 
D’Oyly Carte Co. 


The Fredric Marches joining 
Broadway commuters. 
Frederick Schang, Jr., on west 


coast tour with Grace Moore. 

Connie Broun drumming up adver- 
tising for her mate’s Nutmeg. 

Chic Johnson has moved into a 
veritable mansion in New Canaan. 

Budget of $30,000 needed to assure 
ty annual Silvermine Music Festi- 
val. 

Peter Johnston. son of late Moffat 
Johnston, now in ‘The American 
Way.’ 

Homer Mason and Marguerite Kee- 
ler back from Hollywood for first 
time in two years. 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Will Mahoney repeating Tivoli 
vaude tour. 

Jack Lester, former Marcus pro- 
ducer, handle coming legit shows for 
the Fullers. 

John Goulston assisting manage- 
ment committee of Greater Union 
during Norman Rydge’s absence 
abroad. 7 

Frank Harvey, in association with 
Ernest C. Rolls, scripted new ver- 
sion of “Waltz Dream” for Austra- 
lian-New Zealand Theatres. 

E. J. Gravestcok, formeriy general 
manager of the Victoria under the 
old Williamson-Tait setup, appointed 
organizer for Melbourne’s Spring 
Carnival. 

Peter Dawson—no relation to the 
singer of the same name—has re- 
\placed Cecil Shannon as general 
| manager of Continental Art Films. 
Dawson was formerly in charge of 
G.U.T.’s Majestic. Melbourne. f 

Bookings for Sydney's Roya! Fair 
include Tam-Tam, Giant and Midget | 
Bride, Mexican Rose, Gamble & 





back to Coast and met the press at | 





Dare, Jang, Gyro Globe of Death, 
Ubangi. Chinese Wonder Man, Vene- | 
tia and her snakes. Majority are, 
from U. S. fairs and were booked by | 
Dave Meekin and Arthur Green- 








halgh. 


VARIETY 








London 


Len Urry clicked for $1,250 in foot- 
ball sweeps. 

Hal Menken framing a new act to 

lay vaudeville dates, 

Naunton Wayne ordered by doctor 
not to work during the summer. 

The Ed Ryans and David Burns to 
Antibe, South of France, for vacation. 

John Smart casting ‘Shooting 
ae iad by Walter Ellis, for the West 

nd. 

Murray MacDonald succeeds Ty- 
ad Guthrie as producer at the Old 

ic. 

Eddie Deusberg, booker for the 
Scala, Berlin, due here shortly on 
talent hunt. 

Andrew Dakers, Ltd., to publish 
new novel, “Yesterday’s Dreams,’ by 
Ruth Feiner. 

Henri Volterra, head of Casino de 
Paris, here on talent hunt, and also 
taking in racing at Epsom. 





H. F. Rubinstein, secretary of tre | 
has written a| 


Dramatists League, 
play on Ramsay Macdonald. 
Charles Tucker’ postponed his 
trip to America to this week, to see 
how the European situation develons. 
Henry Lartigue booked 12 English 
gals for Les Ambassadeur... Paris, to 
open May 11, through MCA (Lon- 


don). | 


Garrick theatre may become a 
repertory house, making first thea- 


| tre in the West End opc ‘ating such a | 
policy. 

Sir Robert Vansittart doctorin« 
film script for Alex Korda before 


embarking on Kitchener yarn for 
Wilcox. 

Robert Schofield coimmissionin: 
Gilbert Wakefield to write a musical 
comedy around a score by Ernest 
Steffan. 

Larry Adler staying over in Aus- 
tralia till August, and then goes back 
to America instead of returning to 
England. 


| stand last week and established a 
record with take of approximately 
$125,000. 

| Dick Berger, production manager 
of Municipal Theatre Assn.. on hand 

| supervising tryouts of natives for 92 

places in alfresco cornpany’s cast 

| during 21st season. 


Local Variety club tossed luncheon 


'and baseball party for 18 members 
‘of the Dallas, Tex., Variety club, 
| who paused here on way to national 
convention in Detroit. 

O. J. Vanasse, associate stage di- 
| rector, and Jaccb Schwartzdorf, as- 
sociate musical director, will return 
for another season of alfresco enter- 
tainment sponsored by Municipal 
Theatre Assn. 

A bill to extend Saturday night 
closing hours for taverns to 2 a.m. 
Sunday is meeting stern opposish 
in the state legislature. The bill 
also would advance the _ present 


weekday closing time from 1:30 to | 


2 a.m. 


Literati 





(Continued from page 52) 


handicapper for the American Rac- 
ing Record of Cincinnati. 
Cliften S. Hunsicker, 57, news- 
| paperman and author, died April 23 
|at a convalescent home in Lans- 
dale, Pa. Starting on newspapers ia 
| Norristown, Pa., he worked on sheets 
in Philadelphia and New York. He 
later founded the Norristown Regis- 
| ter and served as vice-president and 
| treasurer until it merged with t > 
| Times-Herald. He was city editor of 
| the Times and later the Times-Her- 
|}eld. In 1922, Hunsicker published a 
thrc2-volume history of Montcom- 
erv Count; Pa. 

W. Jehn Hinchley, 70, publisher 


| 


Hollywood 


David Lewis down with flu. 
Stan Laurel filed divorce suit. 


Sam Pokrass celebrated 2 birthday. 
Irving Berlin back from Manhat- 





tan. 
Nelson Eddy back from concert 
tour. 

Sidney Franklin bought an Encino 
ranch. 

Don Ameche to th? hills fo: trout 
secson. 

Max Schall 
split up. 

Jack Yellen on four-week leave of 
absence. 
| Lionel Barrymore passed his 61st 
| birthday. 
| _ Raymond Griffith on first vacation 
| in four years. 

Nunnally Johnson threw a feed for 
Sinclair Lewis. 

D. Ross Lederman to High Sierra 
for trout season. 

Harry Brand at his 
Honolulu vacation. 

Don Ettlingcr and Car] Tunberg 
back from England. 

Maury Burke moved into boxoffice 
at Grauman’s Chinese. 

Cey Watson, Sr., building 14-room 
house for his nine moppets. 

Geraldine Fitzgerald readying for 
six-week vacash in Ireland. 

Frank Bowers joined art depart- 
ment at Selznick-International. 

Lloyd Nolan guesting at annual 
frolic of Detroit Variety Club. 


and Marty Martyn 





desk after 


Dave Butler returni' from 
Broadway via Kentuck Derby. 
Lillian Carroll, contest winner, 


here from Brooklyn for screen tests. 
John Payne to Cleveland and 
Washington for personal appear- 
ances. 
Bill Lasky. Jesse’s son, went to 
|work as assistant cutter for Sam 
™Aldwvyn. 


| Harold Lloyd’s father, J. Darsie 





Stone and Lee returning home |and editor of the Medina (N. Y.)/| Llovd, back home after five months 


soon after three years abroad, hav- 
ing covered England, Africa and 
Australia. 


| ous! blish 
Billy Mann said to have threatened | we er ed 


to quit the Yacht Club Boys, due to | 


{Daily Journal until his retirement 
{last year, died Friday (28). Previ- 
the Middleport 
N. Y. Herald, and edited the Lock- 


offer from Abe Aronson, in London. | port (N. Y.) Journal and Cory (Pa.) 


to join his agency. 
‘The Women,’ just opened at the | 
Lyric, is one of the few shows in the | 
West End that’s reaping big profits. | 
Averaging $1,250 daily. | 
Mary Ellen Hughes, daughter of | 
Marion Harris, joined the Jack Hul- | 
bert-Cicely Courtneidge musical, 
‘Under Your Hat,’ at the Palace. 


| tor and writer. 


| Journal. 


Mrs. Myra Schuyler Maxwell, 72, 
one of the first femme reporters on 
the old N. Y. World, died Saturday 


| (29) at her home in N. Y. Was the 


wife of Perriton Maxwell, mag edi- 
Mrs. Maxwell was 
the author of a number of plays pre- 


Jim Gerald and Janine Darcey, | mented in London, where she lived 


two French players, have been 


signed for the leads in the Paramount | 


filming of ‘French Without Tears.’ 

After staying out of the advertis- 
ing columns of the Daily Express for 
several months, West End theatres 
have resumed business with the pub- 
lication. 

Charles L. Tucker seems to have 
monopoly on American maronet acts 
here. Now handles three — Bob 
Bromley, Frank Paris and Simpson’s 
Marionets. 

Annual Theatrical Garden Party, 
in aid of Actors’ Orphanage, wil} 
this year be held in the grounds of 
Ranelagh Club June 6 instead of Re- 
gent’s Park. 

New Grosvenor House floor show 
opens tomorrow (Thursday) with 
line of 12 English gals, Vic Oliver, 
Gali-Gali and Ruth and Billy Am- 
brose. Show being booked by MCA 
(London), with Earl Leslie pro- 
ducing. 

Earl Bailey, head of Music Corp. 
of America, London, to New York 
July 1, his first trip abroad in three 
years. Will be away three months, 
with his place to be taken by Her- 
man Stein, who’s coming over from 
America. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Colleen Moore’s doll’s 
exhibition here. 

Irving Gillman, new Time theatre 
owner, in New York buying film. 

Kenneth Gray, National Screen of- 
fice manager, in New York to wed. 


house on 


for some years. 

Ralph E. Bennett, 67, v.p. and gen- 
‘eral manager of the Binghamton 
| (N. Y.) Press, died Sunday (30) at 
| his home of a heart attack. Prez of 
\the N. Y. Associated Dailies in 1936, 
and a member of the exec committee 
lof the N. Y. State Publishers Asso- 
'ciation, Bennett served with the 
| Binghamton Evening Herald before 
| joining the Press upon the start of 
that paper in 1904. Daughter, 
brother and a sister survive. 





CHATTER 


Richard L, Lang plans a new mag. 

Frank W. Jackman back from Ber- 
muda. 

Jewish Book Week opens Sun- 
day (7). 

Louis Bromfield doing a new novel 
on India. 

John Poda publishing a book of his 
own poems. 

Felix B. Streyckmans, Jr., named 
editor of the mag, Future. 

Nate Hoffman finished his third 
novel, ‘Nazi Secret Police.’ 

T. H. White at work on a sequel 
to his ‘Sword in the Stone.’ 

Identity of ‘Elizabeth Perdix’ un- 
known even to her publisher, Loker 
Reley. 

Hulbert Footner at his Maryland 
place at work on a biog of Commo- 
dore Joshua Barney. 

Forty-nine of the 51 Zane Grey 
books still in print. Other two with- 
drawn at Grey’s request. 





Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, to Des Moines on inspection! 
trip. 

A. W. Schwalberg, WB ineeten:| 
fice head of exchange operation, a} 
visitor. 

Opening A. A. baseball game here! 
drew largest crowd since 1926— 
more than 9,000 paid. | 

While playing a vaude engage-| 
ment in Fargo, N. D., Siepin Fetchit | 
was arrested and fined $100 for} 


Frank Hanighen editing a book of 
Spanish war experiences by a num- 
ber of newspaper correspondents for 
publication by McEride. 

Benjamin de Casseres, now his 
own publisher, putting out a small 
book on Don Marquis which he’s 
giving away for the asking. 

Alan Anderson, son of Isaac An- 
derson, the book crick, and who is 


in hospital. 


Fritz Leiber guest of honor at 
Shakespearean Society’s birthday 
celebration. 


Lewis Stone vresented with safety 
* f-~ driving 500,000 miles in 34 
years without a traffic accident. 
Joe Schenck hosted delegates of 
Inter-American Travel Congress 
from Central and South America. 


Paris 


By Hugo Speck 








Galla and Gary to Amsterdam. 
Fritz Kreisler concerted at the 
Opera. 


‘Love Affair’ (RKO) opened at the 
Normandie. 


Bernard Michelin in from Central 
European tour. 

Rachmaninoff 
Chaillot Palace. 

Reva. Reyes is toplined at the She- 
herazade nitery. 

Boy Foy, Mansfield and Lamar into 
the ABC revue. 

Sylvia Doram recevering from ap- 
pendicitis operation. 
; Zamganno aerial 
Strassburger Circus. 

Of 404 Paris cinema house man- 
agers 78 are foreigners, 

{| Ford Harrison orchestra back into 
|the reopened Bagatelle cafe. 

Arabelle and Rich to London for 
Piccadilly hotel engagement. 

Elisabeth Lapinere, wife of M-G’s 
p.a., expositioning own paintings. 

Georgius, presently topning Bobino 
revue, married to Marcelle Irvin. 

Henri Berthez, of .the Comedie- 
Francaise, wed to Simone Chatelain. 

Corinne Luchaire planning svum- 
mer visit to the New York Woild’s 
Fair. 

Simone Simon to London for open- 
|\ing of Jean Renoir’s ‘La Bete Hu- 
maine.’ 

Roberts and White booked for 
Restaurant des Ambassadeurs open- 
ing May 11. 

O. P. Gilbert off to the Far East 
to make travelog and shoot exteriors 
for his next film. 

Duke Ellington named honorary 
member of Hot Clubs of France, Bel- 
gium and Holland. 

Jean Sablon expected to make film 
for Marce] Carne when former re- 
turns from America. 

Andre Brabant, star of the silents, 
ito come back in ‘Feu de Paille.’ 
Jean Benoit-Levy to direct. 

Serge Lifar’s ‘Exhibition of Ballets 
| Russes de Diaghilev’ scheduled for a 
| New York showing in the summer. 

Jean Cocteau has written new play, 


concerted at the 





act joining 








creating a disturbance in front of| himself in the publishing biz, weds | ‘Machine a Ecrire’ (‘Typewriter’), in 


a residence, where he claimed he) 
had lost $100, an overcoat and a/| 
phonograph. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 











Vandals did $150 damage i: New 
Shenandoah theatre, South St. Louis 
nabe. 

Old Rock House, river front 
nitery, reopened under new manage- 
ment. | 

Dick Ware has replaced Cliff | 
Winehill as m.c. at the Brooklyn 
Club. eastside nitery. : 

William V. Mack, former G-B dis- 
trict manager in midw-st territory. 
has joined sales staff of National | 
Screen Service Corp. 

Annual police circus, produced by 
Fanchon & Marco, closed 10-day ' 





| Script, 


Sarah M. Benjamin in June. 
Jack Van Coevering, of the Detroit 
Press staff, will have a book pub- 


{lished by Lippincott in July. ‘Real | 
| Boys and Girls Go Birding.’ 


Blanche Colton Williams, who’s 
one of America’s foremost authori- 
ties 
leze professioria] job shortly. 

N. Y. Herald Tribune awards of 
$250 each for two best books for 
juves published this spring won by 
Phil Stong and Alice M. Coats. 

After two years’ work, John Gun- 
ther has finished his work on Asia. 
which he’s turned in to 
Harper's, goes to 250,000 words. 


on the short story, quits her col- | 


| which Miche} Simon is set to star. 

Belkan tour of Gaston Baty’s Thea- 
;tre Montparnasse troupe called off 
(as result of hot political situation.’ 

Fernand Gentin. Minister of Com- 
merce, called off New York World’s 
| Fair visit due to tense international 
condition. 

Andre Hugon to make Dumas’ 
|‘Notre Dame de Paris,’ with Michel 
;Simon set for role once played by 
Lon Chanev. 
| Clifford C. Fischer was due to sail 
home April 19, enroute to California, 
on the Paris, which burned in Le 
Havre harbor. 

Maurice Schwartz appearing in se- 
ries of performances at Theatre 
| Antotine. beginning with ‘The Water 


Mary Bigetow, daughter of wil. | Carrier’ (Yiddish). 


liam Frederick Bigelow, editor of 


| Good Housekeeping Magazine, weds | ; 


Willard Eugene Shrider in June. 


Universal’s press agent, Raymond 
|Chalmandrier, took over duties as 
939 president of Association of D'- 
' rectors of Cinema Publicity. 


eee rare 
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N. Y. Expo 





Attractions 


, 
a 





(Some of the major free and paid 
shows at the N.Y. World’s Fair will 
be reviewed in detail, in this de- 
partment, during the first weeks of 
the expo.). 


GENERAL ELECTRIC 


(FREE) 


General Electric gave a dress re- 
hearsal Thursday night (27) of its 
show at the N. Y. expo. ‘Show’ is the 
right word, for this is no static in- 
dustrial exhibit but an entertainment 
of which television is but one item. 
The star event is making artificial 
lightning, a nerve-assaulting experi- 
ence that is too much for some of the 
ladies. 


Television includes a studio behind 
glass at one side of the huge recep- 
tion hall and, across the way, sets 
which reproduce. Thus, a husband 
and wife may, by alternating, see 
and hear each other over the air. 
All for nothing and certain to be a 
high point in fair interest, along with 
the sky-wrath of 10,000,000 volts. 


The G. E. entertainment takes | 
place in a series of halls, one a the- 
atre with a stage-full of props that 
perform wonders in light and optical 
illusions. Many of the gadgets have, 
as yet, no practical purpose. All, 
however, are absorbingly modern 
and provocative. A _ glib  spieler 
makes this a diverting half-hour 


Steinmetz Hall nearby holds the 
weird Mars-like machines from 
which lightning explodes with the 
force of a thousand Big Berthas. The 
audience is provided with wooden 
rails to lean on and to hold on, and 
the constant emphasis of the spieler 
is that it’s not dangerous. It just 
seems so. Land. 








Railroads on Parade 
(25c-$1) 

Perhaps the most lavish industrial 
show at the N.Y. World’s Fair is 
‘Railroads on Parade,’ a pageant 
drama of transport, sponsored by 26 
eastern railroads and housed in the 
Railroad Bldg., where it will be 
shown four times daily to a 25c gen- 
eral gate, up to a 50c and $1 re- 
served seat policy. It’s truly a col- 
lossal of this type of outdoor enter- 
tainment, authored by Edward Hun- 
gerford, a r.r. enthusiast who has 
capitalized his choo-choo hobby with 
similar pageants at the Chicago and 
Cleveland expos, and a Fair of the 
Iron Horse he did in Baltimore 12 
years ago. 


To Kurt Weill’s music, Charles 
Alan and a corps of aides have put 
on a lavish cavalcade of the iron- 
horse, tracing the evolution of rail 
travel from the post coaches that 
were horse-drawn on fixed rail 
routes, to the early days of the steam 
engine. In five acts, that are com- 
pressed into little more than an hour, 
‘Railroads on Parade’ are literally 
paraded into the hugh amphitheatre, 
appropriately depicting their respec- 
tive periods. Many of the museum 





pieces have been borrowed from pri- 
vate sources; the rest, of course, are 
part of the railroads’ rolling stock, 
including the latest in Pennsylvania 
R.R. streamlined travel, plus a cross- 
section of ultra, super-deluxe Pull- 
man equipment, 

This commercial exhibit is housed 
in the mammoth Railroads Bldg., 
which takes up 17 acres of space, the 
largest single exhibit at the N. Y. 
Fair. 

As a show this is the Barnum of 
industrial exhibits. It’s lavishly 
produced and staged, and dwarfs the 
imagination, no matter how elastic 
one’s mind’s-eye may be. Trains roll 
in and out, beautifully blending and 
synchronizing with the ingenious 
Hungerford libretto. He created and 
designed the entire production which 
embraces an outdoor ‘stage’ that is 
about two-three city blocks wide. 


The scenery is mobile, shifting and 
changing on cantilevers as the vari- 
ous periods unfold. Harry Horner 
designed both scenery and costumes; 
George A. Fuller Co. built the show; 
Eggers & Higgins, architects; con- 
sulting designers, Howard Ketcham 
and A. Sheldon Pennoyer; Messmore 
& Damon and Studio Alliance built 
the scenery; turntables by Joseph 
Vasconcellos; costumes by Eaves and 
Helene Pons; dances, Bill Matons;: 
music conductor, Isaac Van Grove 
who, with Weill and Horner, are old 
Max Reinhardt associates and were 
oeease with him in ‘The Eternal 

oad.’ 


Mary Drayton and Walter Folmer 
are the narrators; Joseph Eggenton, 
Betty Kashman, Don chner and 
Robert Lynn are in the sound room; 
the chorus numbers, 18; ballet num- 
bers, 32; the female ensemble is 40; 
male ensemble, 90. Which gives an 
idea! 


Principals are Robert Harrison, 
Michael Owen, Leslie Austin, E. J. 
Blunkall, Frank Williams, Arthur 
William Row, John Morley, Charles 
Keane, Don DeFore, Robert Har- 
rison, Ailes Gilmour, Bill Matons 
(who is the dance stager), Marguer- 
ite Chaffee Kent, Jack Gilchrist, Mi- 
chael Kidd, Elizabeth Garrett. 

Everything, musically and _ dia- 
logically, is sound-synchronized, the 


which is wisely held to a minimum 
-—-and all coming through an excel- 
lent loudspeaker system that’s a 
credit to Western Electric. : 
Credits wouldn’t be complete with- 
out Gilbert H. Kneiss, technical di- 
rector; Arthur Mayberry, stage man- 
ager, and Perrin G. Sommers, stage 
director of the Railroads on Parade. 
Charles Alan, who has been with 
Warners and Metro, and is pageant 
director of this spec, was production 
supervisor for Reinhardt’s Franz 
Werfel-Kurt Weill spec, ‘Eternal 
Road,’ from whence also came sev- 
eral others affiliated in this produc- 
tion. 


alumnus, dating back to their days 
in Vienna, turned out some 800 cos- 
tumes for this spec, besides designing 
the scenery. 

This pageant glorifying the evolu- 
tion of the railroads, from the primi- 
tive post coach days to present-day 
luxury travel, has been skillfully and 
showmanly sold. It’s more historic 
than commercial, although basically 
that’s the big idea. But it’s done with 
suave showmanship, emphasizing the 
historic values. Therein author- 
stager Edward Hungerford excelled. 
A program note identifies him as the 
foremost rail fan of the country; that 
he collects models to full-size trains 
(where does he keep the latter?), and 
that each year he travels more than 
75,000 rail miles just for the fun of 
it. He is the author of a number of 
works on railroad subjects. 

It’s a sock show and will easily 
prove a top draw among the indus- 
trials. Abel. 


Am. Telephone & Tel. 


(FREE) 
Sound recording, voice reproduc- 
tion and a clever long-distance phone 
call stunt, similar to the one at the 
San Francisco fair, highlights the 
Telephone building’s free show. It’s 


more a series of free demonstrations 
and visitor participation stunts than 
any one performance. And the whole 
thing is a natural for visitors. 


Dominating the entrance to the ex- 
pansive A. T. & T. building is the 
Voder machine, invention which cre- 
ates the human voice. Much has been 
already said about it but it’s a sure 
pleaser because of its almost unbe- 
lievable workability. 


Trick of putting through a long 
distance call cuffo and arousing spme 
unsuspecting friend across the con- 
tinent makes the large long-distance 
phone call display outstanding. Those 
picked to put through calls are 
chosen by a roulette gadget. Room- 
ful of people are able to hear both 
sides of the conversation. 


Opposite large room has a cleverly 
arranged stage set where visitors ap- 
pear in a garden interview, their 
voices being recorded immediately, 
with participants in radio voice test 
then stepping off stage to hear play- 
back of their vocal efforts. There 
are other devices for testing voice 
clarity and learning how one’s voice 
is heard at the other end of the line. 
All has been framed with an eye to 
the theatrical, comely telephone ope- 
rators gracing every set or booth. 


The instrument which records 
your voice after any number is 
dialed by some sort of an instantane- 
ous playback arrangement gives the 
listener an exact a of just 
what he has talked into the mouth- 
piece. 


Besides the entertainment inside 
the structure, the A. T. & T. struc- 
ture, located a stone’s throw from 
the perisphere-trylon theme center, 
impresses with its lavish decorations 
and artistic setting, what with some 
100 pine trees planted along the walk 
leading to the entrance and terraced 
falls spotted in another portion of 
the grounds, Wear. 


Goodrich Tires Racetrack 


(FREE) 


Although this ostensibly is a gi- 
gantic outdoor bally for Goodrich 
tires, the elaborately constructed 
racetrack, brilliantly illuminated at 
night, with its daredevil tricks by 
Jimmy Lynch and his expert drivers, 
offers a show that will stack up with 
the best in the amusem2nt zone. 
Goodrich building, located near the 
entrance to the Transportation area, 
is constructed about a large amphi- 
theatre for visitors viewing the tire- 
testing. 


Hitting abrupt curves at 30 to 40 
miles an hour, Lynch and assisting 
drivers demonstrate with actual per- 
formance how the tires stand up 
because a blowout means a turn- 
over of the auto. These initial tests 
are simply preliminar) to dives off 
runways, Roman chariot stunts (two 
autos going off runways together 
separated by only a foot) and final- 
ly bg remarkable auto leap over a 
ruck, 


Then the drivers duck each other’s 
cars by inches as one expert jams 
on h.s brakes just when the two 
seem certain to collide. It’s a case 
of mechanical control of the autos 





being so well timed that they de- 
ceiv’ the human eye. Twin racing 


characters mimicking the wordage—! 


Harry Horner, another Reinhardt | 


IN. Y. Midway Shows Not 





Operating Opening Day 


Admiral Byrd’s Penguin Island. 

Amazons in No-Man’s Land. 

Billy Rose’s Aquacade. 

Cavalcade of Centaurs. 

Crystal Palace. 

George Jessel’s Old New York. 

Lama Temple. 

Laffland. 

Living Magazine Covers. 

Norman Bel Geddes Mirrors. 

N.T.G.’s Sun Worshippers. 

Salvador Dali’s Mermaids, 

Sun Valley. 

Time and Space Theatre. 

Arctic Girls Temple of Ice. 
Only Partially Operating 

Merrie England. 

Morris Gest’s Miracle Town. 

Cuban Village. 

Frank Buck’s Jungle. © 








cars also miss a hippodrome clown, 
sitting on the ramp, miraculously. 
Preview night they ducked two pho- 
tographers who dared standing near 
the ramp for a thrill shot. 

Entire show is spieled by a sports 


announcer. It’s a ‘must-: ~ entry in 
the book for automobile-minded 
folks. Wear. 

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS 


(400) 

This is one of the several Dufour & 
Rogers operations on the Midway, 
and looks as though it may be their 
most successful. Bearing the title of 
John Hix’s syndicated newspaper 
strip on human oddities, the layout is 
attractively dressed inside and out, 
with its classy presentation greatly 
nullifying the curse usually attend- 
ing a freak show. 

Hix is in on a percentage arrange- 
ment, with Dufour & Rogers han- 
dling the actual operation. Latter 
pair of outdoor showmen have five 
other exhibits on the midway, in- 
cluding one ride, but the display of 
oddities carries the greatest nut. 
Around 45 freaks are on display on 
individual stages in the large, barn- 
like structure, two or three oddities 
occupying each cubicle. Latter are 
eauipped with individual travelers, 
which are opened and closed elec- 
trically by the spieler, and are dis- 
tinctively wall-papered in different 
colors and designs. 

The human oddities run the gamut 
from fire-eaters to a human pin- 
cushion. Included, among others, is 
a tatooed lady, bearded lady, hand- 
less pianist, petrified man, strong 
man and a head-hunter. Spielers are 


quite restrained and nicely uni- 


formed. 

Adding to the nut of this show is 
one of the few air-conditioning sys- 
tems on the midway. It'll come in 
handy when the steam begins to rise 
off the Flushing Meadows. Scho. 


VICTORIA FALLS 


(25¢) 

Located close to the end of the 
amusement zone, this concession is 
as much an exhibit as a show. 
Although not stated to be scale- 
modeled, the falls of the Zambesi 
River, South Rhodesia (Africa) is 
billed as ‘undoubtedly’ the greatest 
waterfall in the world. It is a walk- 
through and can be viewed within a 
couple of minutes, except by those 
fascinated by the descent of large 
volumes of water. For the admis- 
sion charged it should make plenty 
of coin, for the apparent cost of 
maintenance is light. 

Reproduction lends the impression 
that Victoria rivals Niagara and the 
actual drop is claimed to be greater. 
Roar of water is some‘hing of a 
ballyhoo and can be heard on the 
outside. Some native flora and 
fauna are included in the setting, 
pheasant and other bird life being 
spotted here and there. The animals 
were docile and hardly moved, prob- 
ably scared by the noise of the falls. 

Being one of the few concessions 
operating on the opening day, at- 
tendance was fair, but there were 
curtailed crowds in the zone and the 
draw possibilities were not indi- 
cated. Interior is on the damp side, 
the water dropping in enough vol- 
ume to cause vapor. Lights change 
the view from semi-daylight to night 
time. Ibee, 


SEMINOLE VILLAGE 


(25¢c.) 


This is another of the Dufour & 
Rogers operations and a reprise on 
the Seminole Village at the Chicago 
World’s Fair in 1933. Around 40 
Florida Indians take part, the show, 
except for an alligator wrestling 
match at the finale, being practically 
a walk-through. 

It’s an inexpensive layout and 
hence probably profitable. Indians 
are situated in little thatched huts, 
showing the public how they manu- 
facture various articles, mostly 
beaded necklaces and scarfs. They 
also sell ’em. 

The alligator wrestling is in a 
small pool set in the centre, four 
bucks taking turns at subduing the 
beasts. Being an out-of-doors propo- 
sition, there’s no biz when it rains, 
opening day illustrating what the 
weather can do to a show of this 








b Scho. 
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Radio Corp. of America 


(FREE) 

Because of attention centered on 
television just now, RCA garners 
plenty of visitors with its well-con- 
ceived, brightly projected handling 
of subject. Equipment on display in 
Radio Corp's main room of its build- 
ing as well as a glass-inclosed typi- 
cal television set to expose funda- 
mental parts whets interest. 

In small but adequately-arranged 
miniature theatre, some 40 to 50 can 
view one show at a time. Films are 
employed for the test program tele- 
vized on some 13 sets. Additionally, 
the same short subject simultaneous- 
ly is pushed tirough the projector 


| lens and thrown on an 8 by 7 foot 
iscreen. Opening day, the Fair’s dedi- 


catory services were caught at the 
exhibit. Television demonstration is 
a convincer; it shows clearly just 
how far the sight-sound broadcast 
has progressed and leaves no_illu- 
sions about what has been accom- 
plished to date. 

Radio Marine Corp., a subsid of 
RCA, has a boat display in the rear 
that is as interesting as other fea- 
tures of the main display in the main 
building. RCA’s ‘facsimile of the 
air’ is possibly the other hichlicht 
of this princival room. Wear. 


GANG BUSTERS 











(25¢) 

This layout is a partial walk- 
through and partially animate, 
Dufour & Rogers, the operators, re 
enacting an electric chair scene as a 
tipoff to the public that crime doesn’t 
pay. Otherwise it’s an exhibit of 
G-man and gangland weapons, plus 
plenty of gory newspaper illustra- 
tions of how famous thugs met their 
end at the hands of law-enforcement 
bodies. 

Juanita Hansen, once a silent film 
star, spiels on the ravages of dope. 
In the electric chair scene, three pris- 
oners take part, plus a minister and 
three coppers. One pseudo thus is 
actually strapped in the chair and 
realistically goes through physical 
contortions when the juice is turned 
on. Prior to the _ electrocution, 
there’s a wordy battle amongst the 
prisoners on their so-called bravery, 
one of the caged ure evidently hav- 
ing studied the James Cagney pic- 
tures pretty thoroughly. Scho. 


SAVOY THEATRE 


(25¢) : 

Moe Gale’s concession on the mid- 
way, something of a takeoff on the 
w.k. Savoy Ballroom in Harlem, 
shapes up as a terrific money-maker. 
It’s a 20-minute show of hot music 
and hotter dancing and_ leaves 
plenty of leeway for a rapid turn- 
over. It'll probably find its best 
business at night, when this sort of 
jazzed up entertainment will be 
looked for, though the daytime biz 
should also be okay. 

Chick Webb’s orch played the 
opening show, but thereafter Teddy 
Hill’s crew took over. Besides this 
musical aggregation, there’s a tramp 
colored band playing on a balcony 
on the front of the building for a 
come-on. . 

Savoy’s only fault lies in the spot’s 
inner construction, the flooring be- 
ing all one level, with the result that 
the vision is impaired for those sit- 
ting on the rear, backless benches. 
There are six shag and six lindy- 
hopping mixed teams, plus a mixed 
pair of strut dancers and a couple 
of dwarfs, also mixed, and also 
lindyhopping. Opener is a trio of 
male jungle dancers, with a femme 
capping them with a torrid cooch. 
Following this quartet, the remain- 
ing exposition of Harlem dancing 
appears very tame, but the idea is to 
show the transformation of Negro 
terpsing, from the Congo up. 

The Savoy was doing about the 
best business on the Midway opening 
day, but it would have rated big 
even if the rest of the amusement 
zone was fully opened. Scho, 


PERISPHERE 


(25¢e) 

‘The City of Tomorrow’ show in- 
side the 200-foot (in diameter) Peri- 
sphere is in a peculiar position as an 
exposition attraction. Being the focal 
point in the Fair’s theme center—the 
Perisphere-Trylon—expo visitors in- 
stinctively want to ‘get inside the big 
ball.’ Yet it is easily topped by at 
least two nearby free shows pat- 
terned along the same lines—General 
Motors-Bel Geddes’ diorama and 
Consolidated Edison’s ‘City of Light.’ 
And latter two are considerably 
longer. 


Exposition visitor for two-bits gets 
a stroll along the lengthy circular 
walk outside the Perisphere besides 
the traveling walk tour around the 
globe’s interior. This affords a nice 
view of the grounds, but not the 
highest one on the site. 


‘Tomorrow’ metropolis covers the 
entire base, with panorama extend- 
ing up 50 to 75 feet high from floor, 
being an expansive diorama with ef- 
fectual coloring and lighting aiding 
general effect. Andre Kostelanetz’s 
band plays music for the sound 
track, while H. V. Kaltenborn does 
narration for the continuous descrip- 
tion. Okay, but music is either too 
loud or geared too high for reverber- 
ations of giant shell. Fair visitors 
may leave expo site wondering, after 
seeing this show and the several free 
ones of like pattern. Wear. 








Dailies Went - 
Overboard On 


Boosterism 


Most of the New York dailies went 
overboard on their local boosterism 
approach on the World’s Fair open- 
ing Sunday (30). It was obvious 
from the early reports also that the 
staff men were recording some of the 
events from press dept. handouts, 
without actually making a survey of 
the Fairgrounds. 


The midway was given credit for 
having a fuller operation than was 
true. The dailies reported some 
shows as being open which weren't 
in more than a partial state of con- 
struction. Billy Rose’s Aquacade, 
which never did give a show that 
day, and the Amazons in No-Man’s 
Land, which is still structurally un- 
finished, were among those declared 
to be operating. 

Yesterday (Tuesday) dailies, how- 
ever, emphasized the midway con- 
cessionaires’ squawks and Whalen's 
promise for a special ‘premiere’ for 
the Amusement Zone on May 12. 


ROCKFORD SOLONS BAN 
CARNIES AFTER JUNE 10 


Rockford, Ill., May 2. 

Carnivals will be barred from 
Rockford on and after June 10. Ban 
has been set up by the city council, 
following complaints that disreputa- 
ble carnies have been suckerizing 
the citizens here for years. 

Leading town folk have stated that 
they have no objections to carnies 
generally, but the city has been 
forced to take this regulatory action 
due to the number of such carni- 
vals in the business. Feeling is that 
as soon as the carnival business 
eliminates these units the city will 
once more permit local dates. 














U. S. STEEL 


(FREE) 


Big Steel has divided its show off 
onto two floors; first shows how steel 
is made from the time it is taken 
from open pit ore mines until put 
into finished article, while the upper 
level depicts how steel will help 
build the world of tomorrow. Dio- 
ramas are employed freely to stress 
various features, different window 
displays being set off for as many 
different scenic effects. 

The ‘hall of the future,’ as the sec- 
ond floor is labeled, is ingeniously 
arranged to show the factory, city, 
farm and housing of the future. Hall 
of Resarch features a piano suspend- 
ed by a single piano wire strand. 

Possibly the real display is the 
building itself, aside from that tricky 
balcony porch, which affords a nice 
view of the grounds. To illustrate 
the role steel plays in modern con- 
struction, architects turned 
structure virtually ‘inside-out’ the 350 
tons of supporting steel trusses form- 
ing part of the streamlined — 

ear. 


CUBAN VILLAGE 


(25¢.) 
The only dancing girl attraction 
featuring paprika to start on time 
opening day, this grind floor show, 


_|spotted outdoors in a Latin-Ameri- 


can setting, has a swell chance of 
catching on, despite its distant loca- 
tion and, until yesterday, lack of 
proper midway street lighting. Man- 
agement has spielers tted up near 
the middle of the midway yelling: 
‘It’s darker down there, but hotter. 

Present routining calls for a new 
dance ensemble or svecialty every 
20 to 30 minutes, with about seven 
such in lineup. Most sensational is 
’Sacrificio.” Voodoo rites number, 
with semi-nude Spanish girl, Dolores, 
waxing torrid in a rhumba amongst 
Cuban and Negro males and femmes. 
Opening day, as a press stunt, nude 
white dancer was central figure in 
sacrifice ‘ritual.’ 


Show also spotlights Rosita Con- 
sola and Princess Aurelia in livid 
dances. Rhumba terps techniq and 
movement is stressed in others. Team 
that offers ‘Shoeing the Mare’ at- 
tracts much attention, pair being 
Cuban vets with this specialty. 
There are 20 in the Cuban lineup, 
equally mixed, six colored male 
dancers and four colored girl 
dancers, plus about six specialists 
and a six-piece drum outfit. Neat 
costuming is noticeable. 


Oscar La Rosa’s rhumba band 
plays from a balcony for the show 
and guest-dancing on a raised tile 
floor. For the 25c. tap, the — e a 








real midway buy. 
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staff includes William S. McHenry 
and George P. Smith, showmen also 
acquainted with the probiems of an 
outdoor proposition, 

A revolving fund, gleaned from 
private subscription, was set up to 
finance concessionaires having money 
troubles and the midway began to 
take some shape towards the end of 
last month. The help, however, ar- 
rived too late to show complete re- 
sults for the Sunday opening, but 
the committee has succeeded in lin- 
ing up a full roster of attractions 
and rides, with the results probably 
not completely evident for another 
three or four weeks. 

Nudity Seems OK 

The Downer-Massman-Shean com- 
mittee also holds the power of cen- 
sorship of the midway, but such 
shows as did open on Sunday dis- 
played no signs of a strict clamp. 
The Cuban Village, for instance, had 
a completely nude girl in its voodoo 
sacrificial routine at its first show 
opening day. Girl was white, while 
the rest of the voodoo dancers were 
colored. 

The Savoy ballroom also displayed 
colored jungle dancers, with a 
femme delivering a torrid cooch, but 
she was fairly well clothed. The 
Crystal Palace (Rosita Royce—dove 
dancer) finally opened late at night, 
while Nils T. Granlund’s Sun Wor- 
shippers, another spice layout, did 
not open. Crystal Palace advertised 
a show for Sunday evening, but 
failed to open on time because it had 
not yet passed the censors. N.T.G. 
stated his layout won’t open till next 
Sunday (7), but the state of con- 
struction on his large plot of ground 
indicates that he’ll have to do plenty 
of rushing to be ready even then. 

Midway Dark 

Lack of electricaz power in the 
midway section was very evident as 
dusk fell on Sunday. Several of the 
concessions, fully or partially com- 
plete, were operating on half, or 
even less, the candlepower they 
needed. Frank Buck’s Jungleland 
had to bring in arc lights to illumi- 
nate the grounds, but these weren’t 
fully adequate. Morris Gest’s Miracle 
Town, only in partial operation, had 
its midgets partially lighted also. 

The midway’s lighting system, in 
fact, showed almost a _ complete 
breakdown, the roads being dark for 
the most part in comparison to the 
dazzling brilliance of the main ex- 
hibit area. From Ballantine’s Three 
Ring Cafe looking east to Jungle- 
land and south towards Billy Rose’s 
Aquacade, the picture was one of 
complete darkness at 9:30 p.m. Sun- 
day night. Inasmuch as the main 
exhibit area closed at 11 p.m., and 
the midway remained open till 2 
a.m., the opening day visitors were 
given little choice but to return to 
homes and hotels. The amusement 
zone did not present much invitation 
in its unlit state. 

Concessionaries Beef 

The lack of illumination, plus in- 
adequate electrical power to light 
the shows and operate the rides, 
finally brought a concerted yelp 
from the concessionaries on Monday 
(1). A meeting of the Concession- 
aires’ Assn. is planned for this week 
to draft a strong protest to the Fair 
authorities. 

No explanation for the electrical 
breakdown was forthcoming from 
the Fair’s management. C. W. Nick- 
erson, chief electrical engineer, re- 
fused to talk for publication, and 
Perley Boone, publicity director, 
didn’t have any alibis on tap. 

Harry Dash, operator of the Cu- 
ban Village, severczy castigated the 
Fair’s front office for the midway’s 
darkness. Dash went to the expense 
of rigging up his own street lights 
in front of his concession and de- 
clared, ‘If we can get electricians 
to do the work, why can’t the Fair 
do it?’ Baker & Traver installed a 
gasoline engine to generate the nec- 
essary power for its midget auto 
ride, although Harry Traver ad- 
mitted that his outfit would have at 
least three more rides operating if 
he ‘could get some juice.’ 

It was stated by Boone that Grover 
Whalen, after a short tour of the 





midway Sunday night with Downer, 
was very disappointed over its con- | 
dition. So were the concessionaires; 
and so were the visitors. 
Similar te Chi’s Start 





better at night than it did in the 
daytime, but New York’s architec- 
ture is admittedly far superior to 
Chi’s clapboard construction. The 
colorful night-lighting, however, plus 
fountain displays, gives the Fair an 
aura of beauty at night that’s not 
apparent in daylight. 

While many of the buildings are 
standout in the main exhibit area, 
only two rate as exceptional in the 
amusement zone. These are Sun 
Valley and Merrie England. In the 
biz and foreign zone districts, the 
General Motors, American Tel. & 
Tel., Ford, Steel, Railroad, Russian, 
French, Japanese and Italian ex- 
teriors immediately catch the eye. 
All are decorated so as to carry 
through the Fair of Color theme. 

Due to the micway’s incomplete- 
ness, business in that area was far 
from rushing opening day, though 
there were plenty of people in the 
zone. Most of ’em seemed to be just 
looking around, but were giving the 
restaurants and bars a heavy play. 
Ballantine’s Three-Ring Cafe, as an 
instance, had to virtually hold ’em 
in line, all three eating and drinking 
spots being filled till 10 p.m. Childs’ 
cafe had same experience. One 
of the Ballantine bars runs almost 
completely around the walls of a 
large room and 14 bartenders had 
difficulty filling orders all day long. 
Those sitting at tables got their’s 
from a service bar. 

Drinking at bars on the Fair- 
grounds was at first reported tabu, 
but if there ever had been any 
restrictions they apparently have 
been .eased. Same goes for spieling 
in front of the midway attractions, 
barkers being plenty in evidence. 
The okay on vocal advertising gives 
the midway a carny aspect, but no 
midway can very well keep itself a 
secret, 

Billy Rose, whose front is very 
quiet at present, is now also install- 
ing a p.a, system to proclaim his 
Aquacade, in the N. Y. State Build- 
ing, at the head of the midway as 
you come over the bridge from the 
main exhibit area. 

Major part of the Fair’s opening 
day was taken up by the dedicatory 
exercises, capped by President 
Roosevelt's speech, in the Court of 
Peace. Around 60,000 people crowded 
into the huge rotunda in the foreign 
zone to hear the President. Great 
confusion prevailed shortly before 
Mr. Roosevelt put in his appearance. 
More than 30,000 invitations had been 
given out, but these cailed for vary- 
ing accommodations. White cards 
were supposed to admit one down 
front, while yellow ticket-holders 
were scheduled for secondary seats. 
But few seats were available for any- 
body after the paraders, chiefly 
workingmen involved in construc- 
tion of the Fair, were seated. 

Court of Peace also held acoustic 
trouble. There were echoes upon 
echoes as each official and F. D. R. 
spoke, the words being repeated as 
many as three times before they 
bounced off the rear walls. 

A brisk wind also played tricks 
with the fountains in the rotunda’s 
large lagoon in front of the statue of 
George Washington. The spray gave 
some a thorough wetting. 

The opening ceremonies appeared 
to drag and some of the speeches, 
notably Grover Whalen’s opener, 
were too long. This, plus the poor 
accoustics, caused many to leave the 
Court of Peace even before Presi- 
dent Roosevelt finished his address, 
with the result that other sections of 
the fair got a big play earlier than 
expected. Most of the buildings were 
open from noon on, despite advance 
reports that nothing would really 
commence till the dedicatory exer- 
cises were over. 

Scared "Em Away 

The attendance tor the day, though 
it was much larger than any other 
expo anywhere, was far under the 
original estimate of 1,000,000 by the 
Fair itself. When the crowds failed 
to pour in as expected, officials then 
admitted that the opening day had 
probably been oversold and many 
were staying away through fear of 
being caught in a crush. Kain in the 
afternoon also kept people home. 

All of the transportation agencies 
from Manhattan and Brooklyn to the 
Fairgounds reported smooth hand- 
ling of the crowds, with neither the 
Independent, IRT or BMT subway 
lines overtaxed. The Long Island 





The situation in New York at pres- R.R. likewise declared that at no 
ent is much like that which prevailed | time were the crowd: too great. 
for the Chicago Fair’s opening in| The L.LR.R. ran special trains di- 
May, 1933. It was estimated that the rect from Pennsylvania Station at 





Chi expo opened a month too early, | intervals of around 15 minutes apart. 
which closely parallels the status of | Opening day's attendance in Chi-, 


the N. Y. operation. Another simile cago (May 27, 1933) was 196,075. In | 





we | 


was the fact that the Chi fair locked | 


B’WAY WAX WORKS 


Road Co. of Mme. Tussaud’s Idea to 
a 40c Gate for Fair Visitors 








Intended as a counterpart of Mme. 
Tussaud’s celebrated exhibition in| 
London, a Wax Works depicting 
highlights of American history has 
been opened in 50th street west of | 
Broadway, New York.  Establish-| 
ment charges an admission of 40c| 
for adults and 25c for children and | 
is apparently aimed to cash in on} 
World’s Fair visitors. 

Building has two stories, with the 
gallery of wax figures shown on the 
second floor, reached by elevator | 
from a modernistic lobby. In addi- | 
tion to the 18 scenes representing | 
events in U. S. history from Co-| 
lumbus’ appeal to Queen Isabella of | 
Spain, to a pair of World War} 
scenes, there are a number of like- 
nesses of present world leaders, in- | 
cluding President Roosevelt, Pope 
Pius XII, Hitler, Mussolini, Cham- 
berlain, Daladier and many others. 
There are also groups of models of 
celebrities, including top show busi- 
ness names. 


All figures are stated to be life- 
size, but are actually somewhat 
smalier. In some cases the like- 
nesses are remarkably lifelike, but in 
others the resemblance is too vague 
to permit identification without con- 


| 


| in 12 minutes for a dime. 





sulting the printed directory. In all 
cases the figures are too stiff to ap- 
pear realistic. 





February, 138,000 went through the 
turnstiles, while 83,484 paid their 
way in for the opening of the Phil- 
adelphia Sesquicentennial in 1926, 


Girls Cold 


The midway felt the late afternoon 
weather, the wind, rain and cold 
seeming especially severe there, and 
there was a brisk business at 
all the bars. The rhumba and 
voodoo dancers in the Cuban Village 
and the performers on the Village 
Green in Merrie England, both out- 
door spots, shivered perceptibly. 

It was a perfect day for the Sun 
Valley winter show, but this wasn’t 
completely ready and the public was 
only permitted inside (gratis) to 
walk through and patronize the con- 
cessions. There was no show, con- 
sisting of a ski jump and iceskating, 
but two bars were open and doing a 
rushing business, Entrances to Sun 
Valley weren’t paved Lut, the show 
opened Monday at 25c. admission. 


Most of the midway’s very big 
shows, in fact, were not ready on 
Sunday. These included the Caval- 
cade of the Centaurs (rodeo), 
N.T.G.’s Sun Worshippers and Con- 
gress of Beauties, George Jessel’s 
Old New York, Morris Gest’s Miracle 
Town. Many of the rides also were 
incomplete, including the 250-foot 
parachute jump. Children’s World, 
patterned after Chicago’s Enchanted 
Island, was operating 100% and got 
pretty good attendance. 

Savoy Ballroom, also in full opera- 
tion, got a very big play Sunday 
night, although it was nearly flooded 
in late afternoon when a sewer 
backed up. The Dufour & Rogers 
operations, chiefly the John Hix 
Strange As It Seems freak show, We 
Humans (embryos), Seminole Village 
and Gang Busters, were also doing 
fairly well, but they figured to get 
the bulk of the patronage due to the 
unfinished state of the other con- 
cessions. 


Labor troubles beset many of the 
concessions late last week and up to 
Saturday night. Workingmen had to 
be paid double and triple time, with 
some of the showmen claiming they 
had to pay as high as $5.50 an hour 
for carpenters and electricians for 
even such menial work as sweeping 
up. 
"That the World’s Fair operation 
heads have finally begun to realize 
the importance of the midway to the 
general success of the exposition was 
indicated Sunday by the announce- 
ment that the Amusement Zone 
would have a special opening on 
May 13. Not all of the shows, how- 


ever, wil] be ready even at that late | 
| date. 


The N. Y. Fair is not a poor man’s 


paradise, opening day indicated. The | 


grab is on plenty in the restaurants | 
and barrooms. Ham sandwiches cost 
as high as 50c. It costs more to take | 
a drink in any of the barrooms than | 
in most of the city’s topflight saloons, 
and the whiskey and beer glasses at 
practically all the Fair’s bars have 
phoney, thick bottoms. 

The take is so great, in fact, that 
it’s figured to drive visitors back to 
Broadway, besides causing bad word- 
of-mouth. Some of the concession 


men frankly assert that the gyp is | southwest, 


on 


N.Y. World’s Fair Sidelights 


Geddes Concessions, Inc., has picked the title ‘Crystal Lasses’ for the 
Norman Bel Geddes mirror show which has 64 suspended mirrors repro- 
ducing one dancing femme hundreds of times. Name was chosen so as 
not to conflict with concessicn, ‘Crystal Palace,’ just across the street from 
its location near the Parachute Leap. Show, which has capacity of 
handling 600 at each performance, probably will not be open for a week 
or 10 days. 








Fairview Yacht Club 
Fairview Yacht Club, nee tie Mayfair, which will operate motor boats 
to the fair from its East 52d mooring, has corralled some 1,000 member- 
ships, bulk of them large industrial firms having space at the exposition. 
Aquacade Preview 
Initial preview presentation of Billy Rose’s Aquacade show in N. Y. 
State building, held Monday (1) night, tips off a tremendous production 
which is crowded into 70 minutes. Despite the usual rough edges, it is 
equally balanced between stage dances and ensembles and water stunts. 
Show should be shipshape by tonight (Wed.) or Thursday, which is the 
official premiere. 
Easiest way to land close to the Aquacade is by the Independent sub- 
way, which is about two short blocks from the entrance. 
Attendance at 11 p. m. Monday night had reached 103,450, according to 
National Cash Register’s giant register near the midway entrance. 
Bulk of attendance Monday was out-of-town visitors, according to Long 
Island estimators. L. L. trains operate about every 10 minutes, making trip 








Dangerous Scooters 

Those scooter chairs which are electrically driven may bring the owners 
or operators healthy damage suits before the exposition is over, if per- 
mitted to dart in and out of crowds as they were opening day. One visitor 
was knocked down and his ankle hurt while several others had narrow 
escapes. Comparatively high speed at which they can be driven by guides 
and disregard for pedestrians’ rights by the drivers appear to be re- 
sponsible for the danger. At night, they slide in and out of crowds with- 
out warning, coming from all directions. 





Chrysler’s 3d Dimension Film 
Chrysler Motors used ‘In Tune With Tomorrow’ film depicting produc- 
tion and assembly of one of their motor cars in the 350-seat auditorium 
in their building. Further novelty lent to this picture by having audience 
use special polaroid lenses so that the scenes showed up in three dimen- 
sions. Company employed a Polaroid mural over doors to its building. 





Those Fancy Food Tariffs 
Many of the expo’s hot dog stands also weren’t functioning opening day 
with the result that the visitors had to patronize the more expensive res- 
taurants for food. There was plenty of grumbling at those sandwich prices. 
One couple that walked into Ballantine’s apparently lost their appetities 
after viewing the prices. They scrammed after only a plate of soup. 





The Missus Shows ’Em How 
Mrs. Lou Dufour, wife of one of the Dufour & Rogers partners, didn't 
especially like how the spieler in front of the We Humans (embryos) 
concession was working on Sunday (30), so she took over the mike for 
one show. Her performance was okay. 





Frisco Branch Bows Out 
New York office of San Francisco’s Expo shutters at the end of this 
month. Offices had been maintained in the RCA Bldg. with numerous 
favorable photographic breaks on the Golden Gate’s Gay Zone being 
spotted through this division. 





Simians’ Heavy Fatalities 
Frank Buck’s Jungleland has been suffering a heavy toll of monkeys be- 
cause of the cold weather. The simians, kept outdoors on a rock repro- 
duction, have been dying like flies, according to reports. It was stated 
that 100 passed out last Thursday night (27) alone. 


7 Ringling Trapezist Hurt 
Seriously in 40-Ft. Fall 


Boston, May 2. 
Fritzi Bartoni, 29, trapeze per- 
former, sustained serious injuries 
when she fell 40 feet to the floor 
of the Boston Garden last night 
(Monday) during the first evening 


Lion Fatally Clawed Mate, 
Widow Claims; 40G Suit 


Sheboygan, Wis., May 2. 

Mrs. Margaret H. Cahill, of Mil- 
waukee, filed suit for $40,000 in the 
circuit court here Thursday (27) be- 
cause of the death of her husband, 
Thomas W., who is alleged to have 
been fatally clawed by a circus lion. 
Defendant are the Seils Lindemann 








Circus and the Lindemann brothers, 
owners of a farm here, where the 
animal was kept. . 

Cahill and his wife, who were va- 
cationing at a nearby resort, went to 
the farm Aug. 25, 1938, to see the 
circus animals. While they were 
passing a cage, a lion reached out 
and clawed Cahil] on the left leg, 
according to the complaint, with the 
result that Cahill died five days later 
of infection. 





Faces Loss of Eye 
Mexico City, May 2. 
John Julfoyle, American animal 
| trainer with the International Cir- 
|cus, current here, was so badly 





his right eye. 





Main Opens May 20 
Akron, May 2. 


The Walter L. Main circus, under 
| lease this season to Frank Ruttman, 
| local showman, will open its season 





mauled by a lion that he may lose. 


show of a week’s run of the Ring- 
ling circus. Massachusetts General 
hospital, where she was taken, re- 
ports today (Tuesday) that she is not 
in danger, but has apparently sus- 
tained a fracture of the left thigh, 
pelvis, several spinal vertebrae and 
possible rib fractures. 

Miss Bartoni fell when she missed 
a catch. Her husband, Lombard 
Bartoni, was watching the act from 
the center ring below. He’s also a 
trapezist. 


‘Fire Destroys Costumes 
For Rose’s Aquacade 


Flock of costumes destined for 
Billy Rose’s Aquacade at the New 
York World’s Fair were destroyed 
last week when a van transporting 
them from the costumery to the Fair 
caught fire. Blaze is said to have 
started via spontaneous combustion. 

It was thought for a while that 
the Aquacade’s opening would be de- 
ferred, but the costumes were re- 








here May 20. placed in time. The Aquacade didn’t 
Walter L. Main, who lives at, Preem on Fair’s opening day. 


nearby Geneva, is still active, but | 
will not be identified with the show) Showman Club Elects 
Canton, O., May 2. 


under the new setup, Ruttman says. 
. , Charles Seigrist Showmen's club 
Nen-Pre Circus Opens |has been formed here, with Duke 
Gainesville, Tex., May 2. Drukenbrod, sideshow executive of 
Started 10 years ago as a sideline | the Cole Bros, circus, as president. 
with community residents, and since | Jack McNulty, of the Pick hotel 
| grown into what is believed to be the chain, is vice-president; Rex Mce« 
biggest non-professional show in the | Connell is secretary and Maynard 
the Gainesville com-)| Mast, treasurer. 
munity circus was held here Wed-| Club was named for Charles Sei- 








Total cost of the Fair is estimated | nesday, Thursday and Friday (26, | grist, native Cantonian, and ‘daddy’ 


San Francisco, on opening day last! at $156,000,000. 


27, 28). 


| of the Seigrist aerialists. 
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